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G.0. No. 832, 20th June 1317

i Report
Recording the — on the working of the Presidency College, Madras, during 1916-17.

>

Reap—the following paper : —

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. StoNE, M.A., F.R.H.S., C.LE.,, Director of
Public Instruction. ;

To—the Secretary to Goyernment, Home (Education) Department.

Dated—Madras, the 13th June 1917,

No—R.C. 3056/17.

T have the honour to submit herewith for the information of Government a copy
“of my Proceedings R.C. No. 3056, dated 31st May 1917, reviewing the report on
" the working of the Presidency College, Madras, during the year 1916-17. .

Read—the following paper :—
ENcLOSURE

- Proceedings of the Director of Public Instruction, R.C. ‘No. 8056/17,
; dated 31st May 1917.
Letter—from H. J. ALLex, Esq., 3.a., Bar.-at-Law, Principal, Presidency College..
To—the Director of Public Instruction.
Dated—Madras, the 14th April 1917. :
No—R.C. 197. : -

T have the honour to submit my report ou the working of the college during thy
year extending from 1st April 1916 to 31st March 1917. 5

2. Changesin the staff—Mr. R. Littlehailes, the permanent Professor of Mathe-
matics, who was on other duty and thence proceeded on leave, resumed charge of his:
appointment on his return to India and relieved M.R.Ry. T. K. Venkatarama Ayyar
on the forenoon of the 26th October 1916. :

Mr. N. D. Daru, sub pro tem. Professor of Geology, on his reversiofio his:
permanent appointment in the Greological Survey of India, Calcutta, handed over
charge on the afternoon of the 17th July to M.R.Ry. H. Narayana Rao, Lecturer in
Geology in the Provincial Educational Service, who was appointed to act as Professor
in the same service. :

M.R.Ry. A. Subrahmanya Ayyar, Professor of Mental and Moral Science, on
account of ill-health, was granted combined privilege leave and furlough for six
months with effect from 10th August 1916 and M.R.Ry. S. ‘Radhakrishua Ayyar,
‘Assistant Professor, who was appoiuted to act for him, took charge on the 4th Sep-
tember. Mr. Subrahmanya Ayyar died on the 26th October and Mr. Radhakrishnan
was appointed sub. pro fem. in the Provincial Educational Service from the 27th
idem.
M.R.Ry. S. E. Ranganathan, Junior Professor of English, appointed to be
 Principal and Senior Lecturer, Government College, Anantapur (temporary) was-

relieved on the afternoon of 6th July and M.R.Ry. D. Subrahmanya Sarma, Assistant.
Professor, who was appointed to act for him, took charge on the 10th idem. 2

M.R.Ry. N. Raghunathan, a.4., T.T., was confirmed in the Subordinate Educa~
tional Service, Collegiate Branch, and attached permanently to this college as
Assistant Professor in Mathematics, vice M.R.Ry. T. K. Venkatarama Ayyar promoted.
o the Provincial Educational Service and transferred to the Inspectorate. .

e
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M.R.Ry. T. R. Panchapakesa Ayyar, Assistant Professor in Mathematios, who
was on deputation to the Indian Finance Department of the Government of India
having been confirmed there, M.R.Ry. 8. Purushottam, 1.4, L., who had held the
post sub, pro fem. was appointed substantively to it Wlt}-] effect from 18th May 1916.

Tn a third vacaney of Assistant Profcssorship in this department M.R.Ry. C. N.
Ganapati, who was acting sub. pro tem. since June 1914, was confirmed with effect
from 4th September 1915.

M.R.Ry. T. Ekambaram, Assistant Professor in Botany, who had been tempo-
rarily transferred to the Teachers’ College, Saidape, returned to the college on the
1st July 1916.

Tn place of M.R.Ry. H. Narayana Rao, aoting as Professor of Geology, M.R.Ry.
1. A. Narayana Ayyar, .. (Honours), was appointed to act as Assistant Professor ®
from 19th July 1916. :

M.R.Ry. S. Radakrishnan, Assistant Professor in Philosophy, appointed to be
Junior Lecturer (temporary), Goverament Collsge, Anantapur, and relieved in the
afternoon of 14th July, was succeeded by M.R.Ry. 8. Rama Ayyar, iA.. LT, who
joined duty on the 24th idem. :

M.R.Ry. V. Krishnaswami Rao, B.4. (Honours), LT, appointed sub. pro fem.
Assistant Professor in English, zice M.R.Ry. D. Subrahmanya Sarma, acting as
Junior Professor, joined his appointment on the 17th July. :

. MR.Ry. K. V. Subba Ayyar, Assistant Professor in English, on .deputation to
the Madras University, was promoted to the Provincial Educational Service and trans-
ferred to the Inspectorate and M.R Ry. M. R. Rajagopala Ayyangar, his locum tenens,
was posted permanently to this college. .

M.R.Ry. G. P. Krishnamurti and M.R.Ry. V. Rangachari, Assistant Professor
in Physics and History, respectively, hitherto acting in this college, were posted
permanently, vice M.R.Ry. V. Appa Rao and N. Raghavachari attached to the
Rajahmundry College.

In view of the further affiliation of the college in (1) Sanskrit and a related
subject and (2) Persian and Arabic under Group VT of the B.A Pass courses, Gov-
ernment in their Order No. 265, Hducational, dated 13th March 1916, sanctioned
the temporary employment, for a period of three years from 1st July 1916, of—

One Junior Professor on Rs. 200 per mensem,

One Assistant Professor in Sanskrit in the cadre of the Subordinate Educa-
tional Service, Collegiate Branch, and

One munshi on Rs. 60—38/2—75 per mensem.

The post of Junior Professor (Arabie, Persian, ete.) was filled by the appoint-
ment of Muhammad Naimur Rahman Sahib, ifirst of first class M.A. in Arabic and
B.A. Honours in Persian, etc., of the Punjab University. Ho entered on his duties
on the 15th August 1916. For the post of Assistant Professor in Sanskrit M.R.Ry.
C. Viswanatha Sastri, m.A.,n.T., Headmaster, Model section of the Government
Higher Elementary Training School for Masters, was appointed in the fifth class of
the Subordinate Educational Service, Collegiate Branch. He joined duty on the 8th @
July 1916. The appointment of munshi still remains unfilled.

M.R.Ry. 8. Subba Rao, Assistant Professor in Sanskrit, appointed sub. pro tem.
Superintendent of Sanskrit Schools, Madras, was relieved on the forenoon of the 14th
Mareh 1917.

The continuance of the appointment of the Additional Assistant Professor in
Sanskrit was sanctioned in G.O. Mis. No. 1405, Home (Education), dated 25th
December 1916, for another year from 17th December 1916.

'ljhe employment of an addit_ional Assista‘nt Professor in the last grade of the
collegiate branch of fthe Subordinate Educational Service for teaching Physics and
Chemistry to the students of the Madras College for Women, sanctioned in G.0. Mis.
No. 838, Hducational, dated 3rd August 1915, up to 31st March 1916, and
extended in G.O. Mis. No. 297, Educational, dafed 20th March 1916, up to 31st
March 1917, has been further extended to 81st March 1918 in G.0. No. 350, Home
Edue ation), dated 13th March 1917.
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The entertainment from year to year of a temporary demonstrator on Rs. 50 per

‘memsem in the Zoology laboratory was sanctioned in G.O. No. 1080, dated 30th
September 1915.

3. Accommodation and equipment.—The installation of a low pressure gas-holder
and the extension of the gas producer house, referred to in the previous year’s
report, have been completed during the year.

As for the construction of a new chemistry block, revised plans and estimates
amounting fo Rs, 3,04,400, were submitted to you with my letter R.C. No. 847/18,
dated 13th February 1917.

o & Sirength and_altendance—The following statement gives the number of
students on the rolls in the first and second terms of 1915-16 and 1916-17.

- | 1915-16. 1916-17.
2 5 Firsh term. Second term. First term. l Second term.

\ T
Pirst yearolasor, i i 78 73 98 | 96
Second " ,, ,, .. ot ; il 106 99 65 | 60
Third ,, ,, (Pass) .. 110 106 114 | 110
5 5 5 (Homours) 42 87 56 | 53
Fourth ,, ,, (Pass o s 19 117 125 | 120
Gl e oo e e 64 62 e | 41
Wit e P \ e 71 76 | 74
Total .. | 592 864 Ge | 564

| |

The number of students who left during the first and second terms was 9 each
term, The average number on the rolls was 56115 and the average daily attendance,
513:48.

It will be seen that the college tends to recover its strength. The drop in the
first year and third year (Honours) noticed |2 months ago, now makes itself felt in
the second year and fourth year (Honours), but otherwise we appear to be back on
normal lines. :

5, Distribution of students.—The distribution of students on the 3Ist March
1917 according to (1) caste or race, (2) wealth of parents and (3) occupation of
parents, is given in appendix A and that, according to the districts to which they
belong, in appendix B.

The number of lady stndents was 10 excluding 23 students from the Madras
College for Women who attended this college for instruction in Group IT of the
Intermediate course.

6. Statistics of language students other tham English—The subjoined statement
shows the number of students who took up the various second languages for
composition and translation in the Intermediate classes:—

First Becond

@ dise, e
Composition.
Tamil 36 33
Telugu ... 16 5
Canarese 4
Malayalam 6 2
Urdu 6 3
Total 68 43
Transiation. — —_
Persian ... 1
Sanskrit 22 12
Latin 2 4 1
Frenoh ... 1 4
Total 28 17

832 Home (Edn.).—2
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The number of students who took the various combinafions of subjects under
Group IIT of the Intermediate course in which the college provides instruction is as

given below :—
Firat  Second

year year
olags. class.
Ancient History, Modern History and Logic 26 20
- > = o and a Classical Lianguage i i
,,’ i and a Vernacular 2
o Logic and a Vernacular ... 1
5 ,» and a Classical Language ... 1 2
Logic, a Olassical Language and a Vernacular 3 2
Total ... 37 28 ®

7. Statistics of the groups and branches.—The number of students in each of the
Intermediate groups and B.A. (Pass and Honours) groups or branches is given in _the
following statement :—

TFirst, year. ‘ Second year.
= Firat term. | Second term, First term. ' Second term.
GronpTlee it e 35 35 22 21
TN R 2 24 13 1L
Sl R 58 3 30 28
Total .. 98 96 66 60
| I Pass. TIT Honours. 1V Pass. IV Honours. | V Honours,
—_— |
Firet, | Second | Firet | Second | Firet |Scoond | First | Second | First | Second
term. | term. | term. | term. I term. | term. | term. | term | term. | term.
Mathematios .. .| 20 18 14 13 17 17 12 12 16 16
PhyEE Fe | 18 5 5 12 12 3 3 5 5
Chemistry .. . . 8 8 3 3 16 15 1 1 4 A
Bitmyie b w Tl o 5 5 1 1 3 H
Zoclogy, 5 bR = i 1 4 8 6 8
Gesloay s ois e ey 3 2 2 3 Gl ° 3 2
Montal and Moral Science. [ 28 27 3 3 23 23 3 3 10 10
i (el ey 2§ 16 16 31 29 10 10 14 1¢
gmbic o G0 il = o o
glish Langunage an g6 b 7 6 6 1
Titorature, 0 1 12
Sanskrit Literaturs 5 . 5 Gl o = 2 2 3 3
Total ..| 114 | 110 O T et A

On reconsideration the application for the affiliation of the college in

Arabic of the B.A. Honours course was withdrawn under section 2%(5) of zﬁzn%gdgxfi
Universities Act, 1904, and the affiliation in Sanskrit and a related subject and in
Persian and Arabic under Group VI of the B.A. Degree courses was sanctioned in
G.0. No. 402, Home (Education), dated 26th March 1917,

8. Dibrary-—Mr. Mark Hunter, Professor of English continued t; i
of the library during the year. d glish, ued to be in charge

_ Three thousand. eight hundred and eighty-five volumes were issued on loan as
against 3,945 in the previous year as follows :—

1915-16., 1916-17.

History, Economics and Biography... 745 752
Literature ... 2,807 2,837
Mathematics and Science ... 353 957
Philosophy b 40 39

Total ... 8,945 3885
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The number of books studied in the library itself or issued for short periods amounted
to 14,473 as against 15,025 in 1915-16. "The number of books issued to the staff
was 480 as against 843 in 1915-16. These figures relate to the general library only
and not to the separate class libraries.

Books of the approximate value of Rs. 3,300 including a special supply of books
bearing on Arabic and Persian studies were added to the library during the year.

In accordance with the Director’s Proceedings No. 5885, dated 6th September
1916, provision has been made for allowing outsiders to use the library in special
cases, and the special register preseribed therein has been maintained.

To facilitate the unnual “stock-taking recently ordered a shelf catalogue is in
preparation and the hook cases are being lettered and nwumbered. Until this worlk
has been completed it will not be possible to checl the books in the general library.
The class libraries meanwhile have all been checked.

The card catalogues are up to date.
9. Promolions.—Promotions made at the end of the short term were as follows :—

Number Number
inclags. promoted.

First-year class.

Group I gi 3g
SRR 1

o BT 37 34

Total ... 96 80

Thard-year class (Pass).

yromp I ... ; 18 15
(ﬂ,ouP I-A i 13 12
. mEl ° 8 5
0 A u 7 7
& R o g g

-0 5
4 IIIiIf o7 94
= | 28 27
S . o !
Total 110 101

TFourth-year class (Homours).
o ! 12 11
Branch I‘ . ; 2 L
W TRl o 1 1
2 IIEA : AT 1
i EB 3 3
e - o
Ty sl 10 10
VI 7 6 5
VAT 2 2
Total ... 41 39

The promotions of honours students from the thir.d to. the_fourth year wait for confirm-
ation upon the results of the Preliminary Examination in English.
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10. Scholarships and prizes—L'he endowed scholarships and prizes were awarded

as follows :—
(No vacancy.)

1. Lord Blphinstone Scholarship \
2. Qonolly Scholarships v (No vacancy:)
3. Thompson Scholarship ... 8. Narasimhan.
5 (8enior) No_vacanoy.
4, Subramanya Ayyar Scholarship 4 .{( Junior) 0. N. Graewani
i Prize 5 Not awarded.)
Lbni ey ((Tnmzl) V. 0. Ramachandran.
6. Norton Prize - , K. V. Srinivasan.
(Telugu) M. Janakiramayya.

- § [ (Zamil) P. 8ankaranarayanan
7. Bourdillon Prize ... <Y (Telugu) Ob. Tor) e, °
8. Travancore Prize ... o ... T. K. Chinmayanandam.
9. Powell and Morehead Vernacular Prize ... V. Krishnamohan.

10. Maharaja of Vizianagram P
il Arbut}n]mtt Prize g e ... A.Ranganatha Rao.
12. Gordon Prize ... S. Narayana Rao.
f K. Rama Menon and
*\ T. Narayana Menon.
... 8. V. Gopalakrishnan.
(Senior) G. A. Srinivasan,
++\ (Junior) O.S. Ganapathi.
0. Sankararaman.
8. V. Gopalakrishnan.
V. Sivasankara Rao

Tige ... 7 .. S. P. Doraiswami.

13. Kunjambu Nambiyar Priz

14. Innes Prize

15. Thompson Prize

16. Oppert Prize
17. Elliot Prize

18. Scott Blocution Prize N

19. Gadgil Prize o K. Lakshmikantan,
20. Mackintosh Prize ... 5 . ... (Not available.)

The following students were elected to the college scholarships during the year :—

First-year class.

1. K N. Beliappa. 5. 8. H. Ranganathan.

2. P. N. Chandrasekharan. 6. 8. Krishnaswami.

3. P. Venkataramamurti. 7. T. P. Subrahmanyan.

4. B, Venkatoswaran. 8. S. Rama Ayyar.
Third-year Honours.

1. P. N. Kuppuswami. 8. V. V. Subramanya Ayyar

2. P. 8. Krishnaswami. 9. 0. N, Krishnaswami.

8. K. Venkataraya Kudva. 10. Ch. Sankara Sastri.

4. M. Gopalakrishua Rao. 11. §. Lakshmipati Rao.

5. B. Parthasarathi. 12. C. S. Ganapati,

6. P. 8. Krishnamurti. | 13, E. K. Lakshmana Rao.
7. K. Seshagiri Rao. |
1 he total number of the college scholarship holders at the end of the year was 42.

11. University evaninations.—The results of the University examinations held
in March and April 1916 are appended (Appendix C).

. In ““the disastrous year of 1916 ” our Intermediate students did better than usual(y
with a pass percenfage befween two and three times that of the Presidency. In the
B.A. examinations, pass and honours, they maintained or exceeded the Presidency
ayerage in all save two subjects—the Preliminary Englishand History Honours. Out
of some 19 University prizes open to students of the college 14 were secured ; while in
the B.A. (Honours) examination we obtained 8 first classes distributed asfollows :—
Mathematics 4, Physics 2, English 1, Sanskrit 1.

12. Admission—Three hundred and seventy-six students applied for admission
on the strength of Secondary School-leaving or of European High School examina-
tion certificates against 613 in the previous year. Of these, 100 students were
selected but only 87 of them joined the college. The large reduction in the number
that applied for admission is due to the control of eligibility receufly assumed by the
University.

13. Fees.—'The number of paying students was 529 in the first term and 517 in
the second term. Of these 206 and 189 students respectively paid their fees by
instalments.
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14. Receipts and charges.—The receipt ¢ it
and 1916-17 are given in the followingegt)aieﬁgng}?a—lges Gp

Receipts.
1915-16. 1916-17.
RS, A. P, RS. A. P
Fees 5 )
Mikdollameors o o 55’3312 1o 3§ 53'283 o
Total ... 56,054 5 3 56,397 15 6
o Charges.
Prineipal, Professors and Assistant Prof
Masters, Teachers and Sergeant; ro essoVrAsv. 1,7113.,;2% li g 1’861’162 o
Esf;abhsh@ent including clerks, librarian and : s 0
Dmechame 5 9,286 8 8 9,745 4
emonstrators o A6 DS 35 P 7z
Travelling allowance ... 2755 2 5 1’041 E
Library and class books 3’985 s 375‘? o
Apparatus, laboratory and Furopo stores ...  14.875. 6 8  7.535 }; g
Fumiture purchased or repatred. ... .. 1848 4 0 2168 o1
Rents, rates and taxes o e e ot S
Other contingencies Lo R 3
Total ... 225095 9 8 227231 0 9

15, Cbllege Council—r. J. L. Simonsen continued to be S
Council. _Besldgs the 9rdmary business of making promotions, awird?jiem;fi}z,e:o the
thg pounc}l eongdered in special meeting a reference on the possibilit gfpim i
tuition without increasing appointments in the college. 2t o

16. Games and athletics—For the third year in succession the coll
;[nfle-:Collegiate Cricket-Trophy and in the Presidency ecricket miltceohletg]fe W]:?iIl hteh:
individual score was made by one of our students. Football and hockey were lf tsi
but for the time being seem somewhat under a cloud though we revived the cg)m ye{:',
tion for our fpotba]l cup intermitted last year. Tennis, however, continues 1£ebl.-
popular and it was found necessary to open a fifth court. An inte;-esting featu.re o‘;
the year was a visit from the hockey and football teams of Kumbakonam College

The duties of Honorary Secretary of the Athletic Association were satisf: i
performed by Mr. Candeth who was elected on Mr. Ranganathan’s dei);i;;?r;?x:
Anantapur.

17. Residence of students,—Out of 554 students in the college at the end of

G 2 St i
yegr,1 ;660 lived in thledV!etorla hostel, Triplicane, 238 with their parents or guardiaﬁg
an 5 in separate lodgings. These lodgings were, as usual, inspected b. :
of the staff and reported satisfactory. X Lo e

18. Madras Educational rules.—Such of the rules as are applicable to the college
have heen observed. &
191719. Service registers.—The service books have been verified up to 3lst March
20. Professors’ reports—Bxtracts from the reports received from the various
professors on the working of their respective departments are given below.

The Professor of English (Mr. Mark Hunfer) writes: © University Prizes.—
prizes for Eng}-is.h literature and English language for which Passjand %ongx‘ﬁes
students are eligible were both awarded to a student from this college. :

¢« Examination results on the whole were satisfactory. In the Honours D
examination (Honours Final), out of 14 who sat we scored the omnly first, ande g{}ig
only secqnfis (three) that were awarded. Six were ranked in the third class, OFf
the remaining four, three obtained the Pass degree. 3

¢ The Preliminary Honours examination was again the scene of more faill
from this college ‘r.hay.: :should be n_ormally -looked fo: The failures this veal?‘l.s:;ii
to be due to the admission to certain Honours courses, of students who are distinetly

832 Home (Edn.)—8
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-weak in English and whose general intelligence is presumably not of a higher order.
TIn six out of the ten Honours branches in which we are affiliated all the students sent
up passed. 2

« B. A, Pass.—One hundred and one students sat; one obtained a first class
(there were three in the Presidency) and 63 passed. This is a hbetter result than
any other college secured—not counting certain colleges which sent up one candidate
each and passed him (or her). Stillit might-be beftered. I am contemplating certain
reforms in methods of study which if I am able to realise them in any measure should
lead incidentally to better examination results, though that is not the main motive.

¢ Intermediate evamination.—The percentage of passes was 77-4. The Pre-
sidency average was 34'1. = Our results leave us no reason to think that the course ing
English is unduly heavy, or the standard of the examination unduly high.”

The Professor of Mathematics (Mr. R. Liftlehailes) writes:  The College
Mathematical Association held its meetings asusual and the library was well utilised.
By the courtesy of the Deputy Director of the Madras Observatory I was permitted
to arrange for the students of the senior classes heing shown over the Observatory
and being initiafed into the working of the transit instrament there. I could wish
that it were possible to provide a real practical course in Astronomy for all students
of this subject. I should further like to see Astronomy made a special optional
subject for study for the Honours students of Mathematics and some provision
made for bringing certain students of Astronomy info touch with the research work on
Solar Physics that is being carried out at the Kodaikanal Observatory, either during
their University course or as post-graduate students holding University scholarships.

¢ T was permitted to attend the fourth Indian Science Congress held at Banga-~
lore in January, where I read a paper on ‘The duration of school life: a new
measure of instruction and a test of Hducational administration *—subjects of the
extremest importance. At the end of December the Indian Mathematical Associa-
tion held its first annual meeting at this college and its meetings were attended by
several senior students of the college in addition to the mathematical staff.””

"The Professor of Mathematical Physics (Mr. P, V. Seshu Ayyar) writes:  In
addition to the usual course of lectures in this department, there were delivered two
courses of University lectures. One was by me on ¢Theory of functions of a real
variable’ which was attended by the fourth and fifth year (Honours, Branch I)
students of this college and also by about a dozen post-graduate students. The
other was by M.R.Ry. T. K. Venkatarama Ayyar, M.A., L., on ¢ Celestial Mecha-
nics’ which was also attended by the same set of college students.”

The Professor of Physics (Mr. R. L1 Jones) writes: ¢ The scheme of work
remained unaltered and there were no changes in the staff. The fourth and fifth
year Honours students afttended a course of University lectures on Thermodynamics
given by Rev. A. Moffat and a short course of Physical Optics by Mr. B
Venka?esnchar of Bangalore. These courses haye been of great assistance as it ié
impossible for me to do thoroughly the Honours courses singlehanded. .

. ““Twio of the Honours students were placed in the first class in the B.A. exami-
nation in April last and occupied the first two places on the list. A former Honours
student of the college Mr. V. Narahari Rao was suceessful in obtaining an appoint-
ment as a result of the Financial Department examination at the end of last year
One of the Honours students read a paper, at the Seience Congress at Bangalore in
January, embodying the results of work done at the college.”

. The Additional Professor of Chemistry (Dr. J. T, Sim yrites : ¢
activities of the department have heen sog;eSvhat varied g aogxslix’;%e? rgjfestlaehu’fclﬁ
analyse} have been done for private firms and other individuals, whilst at the request
of the Surgeon-General a quantity of chaulmoogric acid was prepared for the Leper
Hospital at Royapuram. At the request of Professor Perkin of the University of
Oxford some experiments were also made on behalf of the Munitions Board. ’

“I was again permitted by Government to attend the meeting of the Indian

Science Congress, whilst I was called upon to siv idi i
e Commi}s G §el give evidence hefore the Indian
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¢ Mr. Gopala Rao, university student in chemistry, has continued to work in the

laboratory, whilst R. Venkateswaran who took his degree last year, has also been
-awarded a university studentship in chemistry and is doing research work in

physical chemistry at the Central College, Bangalore, under the direction of
Mr. F. L, Usher.

¢ During the year the following papers have been published :—
¢ Note on the Constituents of the Bark of the Hymenodyctyon Kxcelsum’,

“by C. S. Gibson and J. L. Simonsen.

¢The Nifration of 2-Acetylamino-3: 4-Dimethoxy Benzoic Acid and
3—Acetylamino-1 : 2-Dimethoxy Benzene’, by C. S. Gibson, J. L. Simonsen and
M. Gopala Rao.

¢The Nitration of Certain Acetylamino Acids’, by J. L. Simomsen and
M. Gopala Rao.

“ A mew low pressure gasometer is in process of construction and it is hoped
that it will be in working order by the end of March.”

The Professor of Botany (Mr. P. F. Fyson) writes: “The Honours classes
were taken on two tours by the Professor to the Pulneys and the West Coast respec-
tively for the purpose of studying the flora on the spot. On the first a halt was
made for five days to work out the material collected ; and comparing the results of
this and of the second tour where no lengthy stay of more than one day was made
anywhere, it appeared clear that to go to some place where the flora is quite different
from that of Madras and stay for a few days there is the most useful form of tour for
class purposes. The same students joined a tour conducted by the Professor of
Geology to view some remaricable fossil remains of petrified trees in South Arcot and
brought back valuable material.

¢ Herbarium.—Considerable additions have been made again this year, and a
not inconsiderable part of my time is occupied in working out plants sent in by
correspondents, whose collections often contain species new to the college. Nearly
700 have been received in this way half of which were from the Forest College at
Coimbatore, involving 187 fresh identifications, and about 130 duplicates have been
sent out in exchange. In all over 1,200 sheets have been added to the herbarium
“ Three papers were read before the Indian Science Congress at Bangalore by
the Professor, on the Ecology of the Pulny and Nilgiri plateaus; on Seirpus mucro-
natus, L. and Ammania rotundifolia in the lake af Kodaikanal and on a monstrous
form of Pine apple. The Assistant Professor, Mr. T. Ekambaram_, has ‘been continu-
ing his investigation into the mechanism of the bladders of Utricularia and read a
further paper before the Secience Congress. M. O. Tirunarayanan, a student of the
B.A. classes, read a paper before the same body descriptive of investigations he has
been conducting on the bacteria in certain root-galls and nodules.

« That original work apart from teaching and class work is being done here is,
I think, very satisfactory. It isalsoa matter for satisfaction that several other papers
were read before the same congress by old students of this department who hold
scientific posts in Agriculture Research Laboratory at Coimbatore or Bangalore.

“Qld students and appoimiments.—A student of the last year Honours class,
@. Viswanathan, has been appointed in charge of the Maseum of the Forest College
at Coimbatore. I have had more than one application from other parts of India for
men suitable for scientific work in botany and I am hoping to place shortly old or
present students in three posts outside the Presidency of considerable higher value
than those ordinarily open to them in schools and colleges. 'l'wo of these are due
directly to the work of this department becoming known at the meetings of the
Science Congress of this and last year; and in view of the competition of the other
universities of India this is, I think, a matter of congratulation.”

The Professor of Zoology (Mr. Ramunni Menon) writes : ¢ During the year under
report, no admissions were made into the .ﬁrst_ year Honom‘§ class, as none of th.e
applicants for admission to the zoology section, judged by their Infermediafe exami-
nation marks which at the time of deciding furnish the only available criterion,
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showed any outstanding merit. The step has, however, produced one very safisfac-

tory result, viz., that the Pass Junior B.A. class this year is very much above the-

average.

« The third year Honours class was angmented this year by the admission of
the Final (third) year students from the Madras Christian College.

«The number of lady students taking Group IT in the Junior Intermediate
class this year is too large to allow of their being accommodated along with the male
students, and separate classes were accordingly arranged for them.

< The appointment of the demonstrator for the year was made under the new
rules and on better terms, and it is satisfactory to be able to note that it has been
possible to get better work out of him than in the past.””

The Acting Professor of Geology (Mr. H. Narayana Rao) writes :  The fifth year
Honours students, who have taken up geology as their main subject, have usually
got to map a selected area to complete their training in practical fieldwork. The
magnesite area near Salem was selected for this purpose for this year and the two
Homours students were at work there for about a fortnight in November last,
T visited the place and had oceasion to inspect their work which I found to be satisfac-
tory. Besides this special tour, excursions were made also to Tanjore, Trichinopoly
and South Arcot districts, besides two minor excursions to St. Thomas’ Mount and
Pallavaram ; in these excursions all the geology students both main and subsidiary
joined.

«T have had in the course of the year under report a few models made in
wood and added to our-collection to fllustrate the various structural features of stra-
tified rocks, and models in plasticine of different colours are also being prepared to
illustrate similar structures . . .

«mhe class library has been strengthened by the addition of more than sixty
volumes in the course of the year. It seems to have been well used by the
students.” 3

The Acting Professor of Philosophy (Mr. S. Radhakrishnan) writes: ¢ The
college came cut very well in the university examinations of the year 1916. For
the first time, under the three year Honours course, four students were sent up for
the Honours examination in Philosophy and all of them were successful. Both the
second class of the university were secured by us. All the 22 candidates who sat
for the Philosophy part of the B.A. ordinary degree came out suecessful. The two
university medals open to Philosophy candidates were obtained by our students, the
Sathianathan Gold medal by Mr. Tirukutasundaram Pillai, B.o. (Honours) and the
Miller Gold medel by G. Subba Rao, B.o. Forty-two students appeared for the Inter-
mediate examination in Group ITT taking logic as one of the subjects. Of these, 6
failed in logic along with one or more of the other subjects, and none failed in logie
alone. Only four students, however, obtained distinction inlogic =

« A portion of the upstairs (eastern) hall has been rendered available for the

use of this department and it is proposed to convert this info an Honours library

and reading-room from next year . . .

¢ Apart from disturbances due to changes in the staff, the year under review
has been one of quiet and steady progress. In the final year Honours class we wied
this year the system of weekly diseussions on philosophical problems. These free
and informal discussions in the class-room not only promote the eritical power and
alertness of mind by compelling the students to think for themselves but also help
to give a vivid sense of reality to the high problems of life and mind. Regarding
original and other publications issued in connection with this department may be
mentioned—

(1) The Vedantic Approach to Reality by S. Radakrishnan. The Monist
(London and Chicago), April 1916.

(2) Bergsons Idea of God by S. Radakrishnan. The Quest (London), October
1916.

(3) Religion and Life by 8. Radakrishnan. The International Journal of -

" Ethics (London and Chicago), October 1916.”

}‘i
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The Professor of Sanskrit (Mr. 8. Kuppuswami Sastri) writes: “Throughout
the year under report I was in charge of the following subjects comprised in the-
B.A. Honours Course for Branch VIII, viz.—

. Comparative Philology and Indo-Germanic Comparative Grammar with
special reference to Sanskritic Philology ;

History of Sanskrit Language and Literature,

The Advaita and Visistadvaita Systems of Vedanta,

Mimamsa or the Science and Philosophy of Vedic Exgesis, and
The Nyaya and Vaisesika Systems of Philosophy.

 Mr. S. Subba Rao , M.A., the first Assistant Professor of Sanskrit, was in charge-
of some of the text-books comprised in the general part and certain Visistadvaita
Prakaranas in the special part of the B.A. Honours course, as also of the History of °
the Vedic Literature with special reference to the Rig-Veda and Nirukta. Under
the orders of the department, he was also in charge of a portion of the Sanskrit work
in the Madras College for Women. The Intermediate Sanskrit work, together with
certain text-books in the Honours Course and the tutorial work relating to the ITL
and IV year Honours classes, was equally divided between Mr. K. Gopalakrish-
Damma, mA., LT, and Mr. C. Viswanatha Sastri, a.A,, L.T., the second and third
Assistant Professors of Sanskrit.

“The work of the year in all the branches of the Oriental Department has
been on the whole quite satisfactory. The results in the last University examinations
were good. All the four students that appeared from this college for the B.A.
Honours Examination in Branch VIII in April 1916 were successful. One of them
got first class Honows, two were placed in the second class and one in the third class.
One of them, Mr. P. P. Subrahmanyan, has been awarded by the Madras University
a research studentship in Sanskrit of Rs. 75 per mensem and he has been allowed to
work in the Sanckrit section under the guidance and supervision of the Professor of
Sanskrit and Comparative Philology at the Presidency College, the subject of his
research being ¢ Badrayana’s Philosophy.’ ”

The Professor of History reports: As a subject for Honours, history appears
to keep up its popularity and the decline in last year’s class has been more than
recovered. The third year Pass class is also as large as is desirable. It contains,
I may mention, a Nambudiri student who, though not working for any University
test, was anxious to obtain the benefits of our college life.

«The Additional Professor of History notes one unsatisfactory result of the

_institution of Honours—that it has provided the Pass students with an excuse

(parading as an argument) for doing only the minimum of work. As ¢in the night
all cats are grey ’ so in the outer darkness of the Pass course subtle distinctions of
class they hold are meaningless. For them then a short text-book and a gay one!
Tt is much to be hoped that examiners will not encourage this theory of the relations
between Pass and Honours courses.

« Tn uddition to his other duties the Temporay Additional Professor gave a
course of lectures on ¢ Warren Hastings’ which was attended by the fifth year
Honours stadents of the Christian College and also a course under University
auspices on ‘ The Co-operative Movement in India and elsewhere.’

«The results of the University examinations have been noted elsewhere ;
both the Raja Sir Ramaswami medal and Northwick prize fell to our students.”

91. General— Again for the third year in succession T have to close my report
on a note of loss. To the great regret of all his colleagues M.R.Ry. A. Subrahmanya
Ayyar, Professor of Mental and Moral Science, was carried off after a comparatively
short illness. In the seven years he had been in the college he had by his vivid yet
genial personality made for himself a very definite place in general esteem and had
identified himself specially with the student population whose cause he had buf
Tecently championed in the Senate with marked success.

Tn memory of his father his son M.R.Ry. S. Venkataraman, B.A., B.L, has very
kindly presented his books to the college as a special class library for students of
Mental and Moral Science and I take this opportunity of recording my thanks,

832 Home (Edn,)—4
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AppENDIX A.

1. Distribution of students according 1o caste or race.

Huropeans and Hurasians
Indian Ohristians
Muhammadans o0

: Brahmans
Hindus  q NopBrahmans

11. Distribution of students according to wealth of par

Richer classes
Middle classes.
Poorer classes

TII. Distribution of students according to occuy

Total

Total

ents or guardians.

53

L 460

2it

. bhd

pation of parents or guardians.

Officials 2'{2
Petty officials . 298
TLandholders ... 59
Traders 5
Artisans 5
Others oo
Total ... 554
| AppeNpIX B.
| Distribution of swdents according to the distrits to which they belong.
; TIT IV puis i v
Distriots: ! 1 i \ Pass. | Pass. | Horours, Uonom:s.] Honours, | ot
T
il 5 o i o 1 = 2
S 6 1 2 8 1 1 3 £ a1
| Arcot { gonth s 3 3 5 3 i 2 20
Bellary - 55 1 1 3 P . 3
1 Chingleput 4 1 : > 2 . ¢ 2
t Chitoor .. L o L : : - i i
i 1 2 1 o) i 1 1 6
s b 2 2 1 l 2 1 8
3 g i 4 o 1 2 10
% 1 1 3 2 2 o3 3 12
4 1 5 3 ) o 3 20
t 5 1 6 6 2 2 1 23
Rurnool 1 1 1 1 on 5 -5 4
Madras 16 9 10 11 i V) 7 50
Madura 8 . 2 2 ot e 2 10
Malabar 1 1 15 21 6 6 6 56
Nellore 1 1 3 3 oo 1 e 9
Ramnad 1 he 2 5 1 3 4
Salom 3 2 4 1 1 1 2 11
Tanjore . 28 18 15 15 15 10 12 108
Tinnevelly 3 4 6 9 1 { o 3 26
‘Trichinopoly 1 5 3 1 5 1 2 13
Vizagapata & 1 2 1 2 i 1 11
xma il 3 i 2 o = i 1
Coohin 8 & 9 5 3 2 8 30
aore 1 e = o 2 A o 1
Dharwar o o 56 5 i % 4 1
Kashmere ch i = = 5 i 3
T Aaabil b e e g o 5 &3 ] i = 1
T e o GRS 2 3 3 9 oo 1 i 10
£ Pondicherry . i o ol 1 on s 1
i Puuklotta o .en o e 5 2 s ag = 1 2 3
5| Travamoors .. .. e - 5 2 1 2 2 7 G
i —_——
*i Total .| 96 60 110 120 58 41 74 654

|
|
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Appexprx C.

Resulis of the University evaminations, 1915-16.

Number passed
& Number] L i P E?
S e 6x cent; for
Exaniinations. ;p;:d‘f exam- | pagsed from | the Univer-
ined. | Wirst. |Scoond. | Third. | Total. |the college.
Intermediate .. s aliide 23 - -
B.A. Poes Degroo— e i ] (i
et T s ool | o1 5 : -
Paat T e 6 ey 64 634 464
24 24 It 18 750 780
1 1 9 9 600 522
y 9 7 7 77:8 447
O 3 3 2 3 100-0
1 1 1 1 100:0 95:8
3 3 3 5 100:0
23 21 21 21 1000 691
5 2 24 21 21 85 604
Totall . [ 1028 E0) 82 | 8t 3
"B.A. Honours Preliminary .| 44 | &8 .
'A. Honours Degreo examina- ! 3 e =
fion— | | |
Branch T 17 13 ) 5 ) *1 86 77
- oA . 7 6 2 2 6 100:0 1000
= B 5 4 1 o8et iy 5:0 76:0
T 2 2 o 1|+ 50:0 50:0
£ 1018 2 2 1 1 2 100:0 100:0
0 1ULC n ¢ 1 2 3 75:0 75:0
& v 4 4 2 2 4 100-0 90:0
5 v 10 10 5 gl @ 800 92:3
T 17 14 3 6 | 110 714 06
» VIIT 4 4 2 1 4 100:0 100-0
Total ..| 72 3 19 26 I 52
* Exoludes one candidate who was granted B.A. Pass Degres.
+ ,, two candidates who were granted 0
¥ o three £ "
R.C. No. 3056/17, dated 31st May 1917
Recorded.

2. The report which ig full and contains interesting extracts from the professors’
reports is again a record of good and steady work done during the year.

3. There were numerous but unavoidable changes in the staffs of professors and
assistant professors of which the most prominent was the reversion to the chair
of mathematies of Mr. Littlehailes after a long absence, first on other duty and then
on leave, and to the Greological Survey of India of Mr. Daru, Professor of Geology.
The Director concurs in the Principal’s estimate of the great loss sustained by the

Gpollege in the sudden and premature death of M.R.Ry. A.Subrahmanya Ayyar
‘Avargal, Professor of Mental and Moral Science, who had been connected with the
institution for a period of seven years and with the department for about 33 years.

4. The Principal remarks that the college tends to recover its strength,
apparently because the difference in strength between the second terms of 1916-17
and 1915-16 is less than that between 1914-15 and 1915-16. Among the districts
represented Tanjore headed the list as usual, and Madras and Malabar followed it in
order though not very closely. The number of lady students had dropped from 13
to 10 owing presumably to the facilities afforded by the two local women colleges.

5. The proposals for the construction of a new chemistry block referred to by
the Principal are now under the consideration of Government.

6. The college was affiliated during the year in Sanskrit and a related subject
and in Persian and Arabic under Group VI of the B.A. Pass course and the necessary
temporary additions to the staff of the college were also sa tioned in this connecti
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7. The college obtained a siﬁgiﬂar'subt;ess in ‘tl'xe Inte%me&mtg a“s.w;:ll as the-
B.A. Degree examinations (both Pass and Honours), the percentage of passes being"
above the Presidency average in almost all the groups. 2 =

8. The Director is glad to note that the college ‘maintained its. prestige
popularity and to congratulate the Principal and the staff of professors and their-
assistants on the efficient condition of the insfitution during the year.

5 -
To the Prineipal, Presidenoy Cotlegs, with spare cop

., Principals of other Government Colloges. :

" Copy to the Government, for information, with covering latter.

Order—No. 832, Home (Education), dated 20th June 1917.
e : Recorded.
(True Extract)

R. RaMACHANDRA Rao,
Secrelary to Government..

To the Director of Pablio Tnstruction..
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