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From -
Tas How'sie Sir E. D. MACLAGAN, K.CLE, O8I,
: Secretary to the Government of Indid.
The Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Bdueational Department.

Department of Education,

Education. |

Siz,

! g ! In paragraph 16 of their circulay no. 1062 dated &%@W (74
S & the Government of India intimated that they were inclined o consider It]ﬂa% she
... objections to the maintenance of the system of Cambridge Local examinations
in connection with Huropean schools were sufficiently strong to render the per-
manent continuation of such examinations undesirable, and that they proposed
to consult local Governments separafely in regard to the policy which should
be pursued in dealing with these examinations.

% i 52 ¢ 2. The examinations in question are of various kinds and standards and
! certain changes have recenfly been made in their character and nomenclature,

But in now referring the matter above mentioned for the consideration of local

Governments, the Government of India do not desire to raise questions of detail

with regard to these examinafions. The subject now under considerafion is the
retention or withdrawal of the examinations as a whole. : 4

3. The Cambridge Local examinations appear to be of comparatively
recent introduction in India and the Government of India have no figures to
show the extent to which they were utilized previous to the year 1911-12. The
number of students who have passed the Cambridge Senior and Junior Local
examinations from that date onwards is shown by the public statistics fo.be as

follows : —

English and Anglo-Indian—
Boys
Girls

Others—=
Boys.
Girls ..

Total




4. The Cambridge Local examinations present two main advantages
which have led to their adoption in European schools.

Tn the first place, it is considered that the examinations are well conducted,
the papers well set and the standard subject to comparatively little variation :
whereas owing to the difficulty of finding suitable examiners the departmental
examinations are sometimes said to have ordinarily been less .satlsfactory both
as regards the quality of the examinations and the variations in standard.

Secondly, the fact that a student who has passed the C.ambmdge: Local
examination gives him, or her, a kind of hall-mark which is recogurlzed nof
only in India but in other patrts of the British Bmpire. In the case, more
especially, of those students who proceed to England to complete their edaca-
tion it serves to procure (with the inclusion of TLatin) exemption from certain
examinations such as the Responsions at Oxford, the Previous examination ab
Cambridge and the Bafrance examination of the Inns of Court. The
Cambridge Local examinations are consequently popular nob only among
teachers but among the parents of students who hope to complete their studies
in England.

5. On the other hand, there are many and serious objections to these
examinations from an educational point of view, and these are stated briefly
below :— 5

The examinations have not provided any specific: test for the students’
knowledge of Indian history or until recently for vernaculars. Opinion ' is
divided as regards the value of these studies in European schools, but it is
generally held that these are necessary portions of the education of Buropeans
in this country, and the Government of India would be sorry to see them
abandoned. It is true that these subjects might be prescribed for use by the
schools in addition to the Cambridge examinations and it is also possible that
the authorities at Cambridge might be prepared to add them to the curriculum :
but neither of these arrangements is altogether satisfactory and in any case the
syllabus laid down for the Cambridge examinations has been prepared primarily
for the use of students in England and places undue stress on subjects such as
the geography of England and on details of the history of that country, which
are not needed for students in India.

There is a further difficulty due to the fact that unless we are prepared to
entrust the control of the upper course of edugation entirely to the Cambridge
authorities, the higher classes ineach school will be reading for two separate
examinations—the Departmental and the Cambridge Tiocal. Such an arrange-
ment entails a great waste of energy and ultimately of money, and both from
the educational and from the financial point of view is much to be deprecated.
The classes are already, asa rule, small and teachers hard to obtain. Itds
moreover to be remembered that outof the very small number (only 40 in
1914-15) of students who pass the Senior Cambridge Local a still smaller num-
ber proceed to England for education and it is argued that it is unfair to disturb
the education of the whole of the upper classes in our high schools for the

~benefit of this small number:

6. The fact that the Cambridge examinations are regarded as qualifying
for exemption from other examinations in India and in England when consider-
ed in connection with the varying: requirements of different institutions leads
to an undesirable confusion in the equivalence of the various examinations in
India. A student, for instance, who has passed the Senior Local cxamination
in India is ordinarily considered by an Indian University to have passed an
examination equivalent to the Mafriculation, whereas by the authorities of the
Tnns of Court in London he is (if he has passed in Latin) considered to have
passed an examination equivalent to an Tndian degree. ;

7. The main objection, however, to the Cambridge Loca inations i
that it hands over the control of the standard of teachingg in gigexfa;gﬁmﬁi
the Indian local Governments, or the Universities, as the case may he, to an
absolutely external body. It is true that the Conference of 1912 contem'plated
the use|of the Cambridge Local examinations as a portion only of the examina-
tion of students, due regard being paid also to oral tests and school records, but
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it forms, in any case, an important portion of the test, the remainder being apt
to bq undu}y ignored. Itis urged that inspection and examination should, as "
far as possible, go together and that when these two functions are divorced the
tendency for students to cram is encouraged. Tt may be contended that the
Cambridge Local examinations are managed throngh local agents who
are in a.ll cases members of, or in close touch with, the Department
of Public Instruction in the provinces and unlikely fo recognize in-
stitutions which are not acknowledged by the Department of Public
Instruction. But such an arrangement is entirely in the hands of the
Syndicate of the Cambridge University and might at any time be subjected  to
alteration. It might further be possible by confining the examinations to
cases in which students could be granted what is known as the ° A certificate ’
under the latt_es.t arrangemernts, to prevent undesirable schools—English or
Indla.n—flgom joining in the examinations. But the arrangements regarding
these certificates would 'still be subject to alteration from without and the
onus of the selcefion of the schools for examination would in any case rest
ultimately upon the Departments of Public Instruction. It is difficult to see
on what principle a selection could be made and even if this difficnlty were |
surmounted the authorities in India would still be deprived of all control over
the suhjects fixed for the examination. .

The Tnspector of European Schools in the Punjab is stated by the Annual
Bducation Report of that province for: 1915-16 to have reported against the
Cambridge Local examinations as tending to stereotype the teaching and making
necessary reforms difficult to accomplish. Bxpert opinion in England, he adds,
has spoken very strongly against these examinations in recent years.

8. The above mentioned objections apply primarily in the oase of European
schools, but they may he held to obtain with equal or even greater force in
the case of Indian schools. Hitherto a comparatively small number of Indians
haye passed these examinations and of that number a fair proportion are probab-
ly Jews and Armenians, being classed as“ others " (that is, other than Hindus,
Muhammadans, ete.) in table VI of the educational statistics, but the Governa
ment of India understand that since the issue of the data for 1914-15 a con-
siderable number of applications for these examinations has in certain centres
been received and they would be sorry to see any large extension of the entry
of Indian students for the Cambridge Local examinations, as this might |
ultimately lead to the passing of the control of the curriculum in secondary
schools in this country to an entirely outside authority. If this view of the
question is accepted in the case of Indian schools, it is to be remembered that
any differentiation of treatment befween Indian and Buropean schools would
Tequire special justification and the exclusion of Indian schools from the exami-
nations may pro tanto be held as an argument for the similar exclusion of
Buropean schools.

9. The Government of India are aware that many schools have recently
adapted their curricula to the Cambridge examinations and that these exe
aminations are popular with the pavents of studenfs. Any change now made
in the direction of removing these examinations would involve a certain degree
of inconvenience, but at the same time it must be remembered that if the
system is in itself undesirable its abolition will become more difficult as time
goes on and if any steps in this direction are to be taken they should be
faken at once. There are large parts of the Empire where the Cambridge
Toocal examinations have apparently no centres (as, for instance, in Canada and
Australia) and there appears to e primd facie no reason why India also should
not be in a position to conduct its own examinations. What the Government
of India would propose for consideration is that the entry of students from all
schools—Indian or Buropean—for the Cambridge Local examinations should
cease four or five years from the date of the issue of orders to this effect,
and in the meantime no fresh schools should be permitted to prepare pupils for
these examinations which do not at present prepare for them. :

10. It would, of conrse, be necessary during the period thus fixed to improve
the departmental examinations so ag,tgﬁ&mble them to take the place of the
Cambridge Locals and the Governnient of India would be. glad to leaxn what




4
f

¥ steps local Governments would be prepared to take in this direction. Generally
speaking, it would be necessary to provide a better class of examiners, a more
uniform standard, a more careful marking and a good range of optional subjects.
In some provinees it is held by the local authorities that the departmental ex-
aminations already give as gooda test as the Cambridge Locals : but in the
majority of provinces it appears to be acknowledged that the departmental
| inations are at p t deficient. The institution of a single examination
. for the whole of India for European schocls (which has been suggested in some
| quarters) appears to the Government of India to be a scheme attended with much
| difficulty. But a possible means of improvement would be for two or three
" adjacent provinces to make combined arrangements for the examination so as
to maintain a good standard and keep the results from undue fluctuation, and
the Government of Tndia consider that this is a proposal worthy of consideration

especially in so far as it tends to facilitate the recognition of the examinatiqn by
outside authorities. It would not be possible at present to ask the authorities in

England to recognize the departmental examinations of the various provinces
as equivalent to those examinations for which the Cambridge Locals are already
accepted as equivalent, but with the gradual improvement, and, in some cases,
amalgamation, of the departmental examinations it is not unlikely that in the
course of a few years the authorities of English institutions would be prepared
to give them due recognition. In any case, the Government of India believe
that the improvement of the departmental examinations up to a reasonable
| standard i3 a feasible scheme and would be glad to learn whether the local
' Governments will be prepared to take necessary steps to improve these examina~

tions so that the Oambridge Local examinations might be dispensed with from, -

" say, the year 1920 or 1921.
e I have the honour to be,
Si,
Your most obedient servant,
Wty

Secretary to the Government of India

»
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HOME  (EDUCATION) DEPARTMENT.

5 Registered

Subjeet.
g : Returning Government Endorsement No.4825—1
o

Home (Education) Department dated 19th January 1917 on. ‘the

¢ letter from T:he Government of Indis regarding the maintenance
of ' tne systém of Cambricge Local Examinationgin connection with
European Schoqlé, with a copy of the leftex of Inspector of

European and Training Schools, an expressgion of hig
views.

—_—

| w
| ExoLosuREs.

No......

S R. O No.. 530/1917

1

Slation ___M.8.d.x 5 5., Dated the .. g . Merch

_ Bpare copies--
L e ..191

v

Feom (%amz) .The.Hon!ble Mr.J.H.St0ne, M-d P .RoH.S.
: G

(@m%wati,orn) Director-of-Public. Instruction,
: M. oaiDiR AP

Jo Fhe Swwlfaz% to bhe Sovernment of Nabras,

HOME  (EDUCATION) @”P“d“’w"[ .
Siw, :

3 In returning Government Endorsmment No.4825-1, Home

(Bducation) Department dated 19th January 1917 on the
L) w7 letter from the Government of India regarding the mainte—

¢ i b : . nance of the system of Cambridge Local Hxaminations in

connection with European Schools, I have .the honour to

v submit .a copy of letter from the Inspector of European and

Tra.ining Schools R. C. No.78 E/1917 dated 218t March 19‘17

end to state that the Government of India's views on the




subject may be accepted, but that wﬁat@vé? the nature of

the Public Exemination, thé necessity of méihtaining Tecords
of progress for pupilé in Buropean Schools and issuing

certificates ana.logous to t.he Seoonda.ry School Leaving \/J g?
Certifiocates will not be lost sight of.

I have' the honour. to be, .

3 -.;-«q % ’ _ - Sir, -

. Your most obedient Servant,

ML Gitel

for Director of Public Instruction
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; suitable. I find that in schools where the Cembridge Examina—

tions are taken tie tenaency to cram is much greater: than where

| the cte'pa.z"omental examinations are foliowed. In one gchool in

the Presidency wnere tnese examinations are exclusively taken

this tendency 1s very pronounced. All the efforts of the staff
are concentrated on securing success in the Cempridge Local*

The Curriculam adopted inoludes two languages (French and Latﬁn) :
in addition to English; Science, whiocnr is not tekKen &8 an Bxami~
nation subject, is neglected. No vernacular is taught and the
girls (the scuool is & mixed one) receive no instruction in
Domestic Subjects. It is true that now that the Indpector of
European and Training Schools has been made Local Secretary for
Buropean Schoolg he ig able to control the entries, and I am

taking steps to compel this school to fall into line to some

extent with other schools, but I heve already received protests '

from the management, who, before the Department exercised any
control over the Cembridge Locals, were permitted to take these
iexalqinatLons instead of the Departmental examinations. I mention

‘ nis case only to mhow that the Cambridge Locals aliow of a

| curriculam to be aqopued wulca is gquite unsuivevle for schneols in

. this country. It was, I believe, possible to secure & pass in

the Senior Cambridge by being guccessful in the following:—
Religious knowledge, Aritnmetic, History, and one classical or‘
Buropean language. A certificate of this kind would not t‘ ‘
accepted as eguivalent to the Ma.u-lculatlon examination of any :
University, but the ,schools advertise nneir successes and, as the
possiblity of thelr cnildren gaining certificates of any kind is
& great attraction to parents in India, S8cnools are tempted to
meke all else subordinate to the passing of the Cambridge exami-—
nation regardless of the true interest of their pupils. This is,
of course, true also to some extent of the departmental examina—
tions, but the curriculam is much widez: and a certificate cannot
be 80 easily gained in these examinations, whicn, thougn still

capable of considerable improvement, have yet been specially

@)
4

B.r:_rg.nged to suit t}gu_a nee@; of BEuropean Schools in India. Under
the new regulations which will ceme into‘force this year ths- .
sz.mnridge examinations will be improved so far as the subjects t
'5 be teken for & pass are concerned, but it is impossible to beliex

that an gnglisn School Examination, conducted by examiners thous

@f miles away who nave never seen & School in Indis and are neces:y
rily ignorant of the capabilities and needs of Anglo-Indian ohildr
ocen be uthe most suitable for European Schools in this country. E
4. Wit regard toO paragrapi 6 of the (overnment of

India's levter I would point out that the University of Madras hagh
far declined to recognize the Senior Cambridge Loocal Exa.mina.tions,,
passed in India, a8 equivalent to the Matriculation Examination.
e 5. In paragraph 8 of tneir letter the Government of
state taat the objection to these examinations epply with equal ©
even greater force in the case of Indian students. In this Preside
there is & separate Local Secretﬁ'y for Indian cendidates and I -
believe that very many more Indians then Buropeans present themsel
The Indien canaidates are, nowever, nearly all prevate candidates.
(517 Wwitn reference GO paragrapi 9 of tne letter I do noi

think that the removal of the Cambridge Examinations would ceause mudm
inconve'n.e;xce' i3 wals Presicency 1T oraers were issued beiore whaey

! have beomce popular. It ig only duz'ing the last few years that,

with one or two exceptions, reoognlzed schools have been permitted

“ [
e'/y %o prepare pupils for taese examinations .
The foll.owing table shows ‘the numper of pupils from ]
1
Eui'opea.n Schools presented during the last two years, i.e., s8ince tn
Inspector of Europear and Training Schools has been Local Secretary—
and the schools ¥rom wnich they came.
. x No. of g‘_uyils registered for
Neme of schoolS. 1915 191 :
Senior Junior Senior Junior Highe
i S soh o B Locald
1. Breeks 'Memorial School, Ootacemund 3 5 4 9
l a. Lawrenoce Meworial Sohool ——Go— T .- o
St. Joseph's Boarding Insgitution,
Coonoor 1 8 9 7l
3. Hebron School, Coonoor is 1 5 %
4. Nazeretn Convent, Potacamund = P -
2. Madres Collegiate School 5 - + 1
. vaeton Protestant. COITege Madras .- . e




' of the exeminations is, no doubt,

Stanes Hign School, Coonoor
Private cendidates

9, ;
It will be seen from the “apove that very few schools

rmission to present pupils for

P 1Y
& mAB e
ez‘e»refused in future. The comparative un*/lie-r(?@}'lt}%j

ely due to the fact that neither

would at present be affected if pe

the examinations W

larg
the Government nor the University of Madras as yebt recognize the

Senior Cambridge Examinations. We have not yet permitted gchools to

Preliminary exgminations in thig Presidency.

& mentioned above prepare

present pupils for the

All but one of the gonool
s the Cambridge

pupils for tne depar tmental Examinations a8 well &

Exeminations.

1 In peragreapi 10 of the lettexr the Government of India
~
oy

refer to the necessity of improving the Depaxrtmental Exeminations, 8u’

e tnem to take the place of the Cambridge Locals. They

ag to enabl ‘
remark taat, generally speaking, it would be necessary to provide & }:
betteryclass of examiners, & more}miform stendard, a more careful
merking end & g00d range of optional subjeops’, arid they suggest that i

it might be possible for two or three e.d.ja._oent, provinces to make
culbined ecrengellents for tne exeminations. Under the system Sl [l
force in Madres the exeminers are selecned..mairily from among the |
teachers in the schools, by & Board of seven members of which the
Inspector of Europeen and Training Schools is President. A fgiﬂn;;ﬁfih
‘oials and otaers wita knowledge of the sciools are also a8 & rule‘
appointed. The Board is now caiefly composed of non-Sfficials.

Last year tae only two officials were the President; and the Inspectoxr

of Sonools, IX Cimcle. The non—offioclals, who are usually the Heads
2 ’ .
of Schools, include representatives of girls as well as boys 'schools

ana of different denominations. The chenge in the constitution of
., toe Board, which formerly consisted of 4 officials and only 3 non=
officials, was made last year, on my recommendedion, and has bean .
found o work weil, thougn it is an unfortunate faob that there is

alwe.ys; & certain asmount of Jjealousy and suspiocion of the good faith

o S
V -from time to time be represented

. 3
The best available eXaliners are selecbed. the Board

801ing as far ag Possible on the principle t. € |
p hat th examiner

& Ject in & European schoo
Schould have taught his sup T Scho - It is

i =
Tound tha t a.teacher brought out from Englend, however well - :
qualified sy does not usually meke s satisfac tory examiner ¥ til
5 . un
Ne nas gained 8ome experience of the work in this country. The
p TE ax 3 full inized by th Board d ltered
YOpers ale caeerl Y sorutinize v € Boa: and are alte

15 el considered 7
Suitable. Although ti :
- - gh the choice of r
eally well—

qualified teschers i i
18 ratiner limited, I
: do not see how a b
etter

las £ iners can be obtained without going altogether out

{Bide the sohool :
8. This woul
d not be desir
. able, as one mai
ain

/ Objectio: i i
’ n to the adoption of the Cambridge Locals is that th
-v 7 e
€xaminers know nothin
, o 3 .
; iy - g of the work done in Buropean Schools in
i . € amalgamation of two or three provinces would xig
course 1 L e
» 81Ve & greater number of well-qualifi I
- i ified teachers from
e i :
examiners could be selécted, but would not remove
e one

o : : ey sl
o1 € principal objections made to the present System, which i
the p. pal f C. 8

| that ti jidat I
| the candidates from the school to which the examin

er |
b in this objection - b m 5
% ! Jection — which must £
v apply equally to many other examination I— é

i
t belo :
ngs ivant
g8 have some advanteges over cendidates from other school
! 8.

I do-not think there is very muc

competition bet: | T ? 4
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compared with those in other 2rovinces. ¥ S

D.bimpl b, sR/19iT

ma chendras Reo

Degr Mr. R

e g / ‘ :
*::'/,-' E’leasg see your:

May 1917,

e

l have recsiveﬁ no mam

mo

5
of ‘which | eﬂclase & copy pagseﬁ by meeti:

and Goimbutore Hiropesn Schools manager

1 Stanes gL
- E‘o !
'5. St Josevph's %Jrr’ing Institution, |
4. Yhe Iéwrence memorial School, lLoved
5. Breeks [lemorial § chool Ootaeamzm&.

to or how Madras sehools are at & grave disadvantase

1n comnection with the e}:01u51 on of the

C,;amhric’ge J..oca]s which md:r.u suggests may bs done onl;

B 5
%
Mn the courge of four or ’ive ;ears, some vevision

{75

curricula will probably be aesn'eb'!e, and Qe H -or

to this I have asked the Directors of Publicrmstrxi, ion




: eonnection 1 woulc invite your eztten-
; f mr jelville's letter submi'hted o .
9. P30 of 1917, dated Zath “mrch

191’7. ‘lha sehoal men'tioned iq ovle ‘of those of the; Associa- °

et g

Siiion,

Yours sincerely,

e echandre

he Hom'ble Diwaw Hakatur R. A€

. Secretary to Government,



B am desxrgxl ity
; receive the 1oca17GoveQ'nment //i*

the Cﬂmbl’ld@ﬁ Lwal Exammatmnw

2. I am also to say that as we are cnntempla‘
reference to the Secretary of State on the sub,)qct
recogmtlon by British 1nst1tut10ns “of such Eul‘?ape

tion regfu'dmf the com‘omntmns to be taken,

optional subjects eton,’
(ii) The authority which conduets the exm aaqu

(iii) ‘l‘he extent to 'vhlch the exammatmn is reeognised
by Indian Universities and other educational bodie& ‘and

gimilarly the extent to which recognition is aocm" d in

il India to exminstions which receive recognition in Y‘ngluﬁd

e.g. the Cambridge Senior Exam1mt1ons.
- (iv) The extent to wnwh the exammf\tmn 1s mm&n

¢ the equlvalent of the Caubmdge uenior Exammf\t cmg. :

dnréd

'rwan Buhadur . Mmachnndm Rno Avargal

The Hon,ble
&eoretnry to the uovernment of Nai
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NOTES, ‘,{\ : Page

D.P.I's office.
|
As regards the information required by

India

(i) All this is given in "Curricula,
Subjects of Examination etc." in the file. The
courses are given in detail end the examinations
are on the courses. The combinations, compulsory i

and optionel subjects etc., ar%i ven on page 4.

(ii) This is in my letter and in the draft to

India. N
amd
(iii) The High Scho$§LScholarship Exemination

is accepted by the Madras Uni versity as equivalent
to Matriculation.

The Cambridge Senior local Examination
is.not recognised unless passed outeide India

or Ceylon.

(iv) The examination is at least equal in
comprehensi veness and di fficulty to the Cambridge

Senior Local Examination.

I suggest that emphesis be laid on the fact
that we cannot altogether get rid of the Cambridge
Local unless the recognition of our High School
Fxamination can be secured in the United Kingdom.
The strongest argument in their favour is that
they are wanted by pupils who are to continue

their education at home.

Taieti.
Hore (BEducation) Department.
The draft below has been. revised with
reference to India's D.0. on page 9 ante.’

E.A. V.
6-6-17

T.K.
o Bo6-7
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’ Please submit & typed copy qf D.P.I's note 1

for easy reference.

BAH,
£l e

. The Noelsliont ﬂ&b s ti%ml, 7LL.¥3Q () ;

rz T ubonchhed

oy
D
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O F. 18 (a)—1-17.

i

o 4
f)/ Page No._—

fdis Excellency approves the draft
subject to che substicucion of the following for
the passage i)ruckeuced in blue pencil at the end
of paragraph 1:

"But unless recognition of the Madras
European High School examination as equivalent
to the Cumbridge Senior Local Examinations can
be secured in the United Kingdom, H.E. the
Govefmr in Council is not prepared to take
any steps which would render it more difficult
for students in Europeam schools to secure

admission to Bricish institutions."”

Lettor
/é/ﬁ/ s b /}
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There are as yet few schools in this
Presidency that prepare pupils for the
Cambridge examinations, the general opi-
nion of the heads of schools being that
the departmental examinations are more
suitable than the Cambridge examinations
ag the tendency to cram ig mich greater
in the latter than where the Jigptz,wrtmfntal
examinations are followed. In this ;on-

nection I am to enclose a copy of the

“Currioula, subj8ets of examination, and \\‘sM@

syllabuses for Furopean schools” in Madras :
which contain detailed information in
regard to departmental examinatipns. I
am also to point out that the Buropean High
Sehool” scholarship examinationg is recog-
nized by the Madras University as e;;uivalen‘c
to the Matriculation Examination of the
University but that the Cambridge Senior Local

examinations unless passed at centres ocutside

_ India and Ceylon is not recognized hy the

University except for the purposes mentioned
in para 2 of the Hon'ble Diwan Bahadur Raja—
gopaldidbariyar's letter No.1380, Home (Bduca—

tion), dated the 16th December 191‘. I am @

also to add that the European High School
examination is considered to be at least equal
M\ in comprehensiveness and difficulty to the

Cambridge Senior Local examinations/|I 65

circumgtancesN\and in view of the faet that it

Presidency if orders are issued t thaﬂ"; effeet

T

3 .)/"‘)
before ‘they ecome more popular. He would
however stro
it would not be esimhle to get rid of

y emphasize the fact that |

the examinations
nition of the Mgulr

together ‘unless the rel
Furopean High SGhoolg
examinationy can be secured in the i}n:lted
Kingdom as ‘the former e nations are I:
gquired by pupils who have Xo cohtinue thi

education in British institutions. j

2, The suggestions of'the Govemmen;c:
of India in para 10 of their letter unde.
reply regarding the improvement of depart
mental examinations are dea.lt with below ?
sena,tim under the sep&rate headings notea
therein:- &

(1) Under the system in force in Madrc
‘a.Board of seven members of which the
I;spéctor of Furopean and Training sehool 5
is President selects the best available
examiners from among the teachers in the
sehools and moderates the question) paper:
set by the examiners. This Board will als
be able to moderate the results. | '

(2) In regard to the maintenace of a !

more uniform standard of examinations I u(
to state that the standard in Madras from
year to year is already uniform. With Ph
view however to securing uniformity betW'(’
provinees His Excelleney the Governor JY'

Council is of opinion that this can best l
attained by conferences ‘between the exai

vion boards ofldifferent provinces or seli:

members thereof instead of the system of";:,‘
combined arrangements for examinations b:{ e
two or thrée adjacent provinees. !
(3) As regards marking, His Exeelle'

the Governor in Cr_. e oy



@ 79
be made more eareful but considers
that the examination board can to some
extent check the marking.

(4) In regard to the provision of &
lrgood range of optional subjeets , I am
directed to state that thy question was

,onsidered by & committee which sat in

1912 in Madras and it was suggeéted that

P “s exigting curricula be abolished, tha.t
finglish and Arithmetie be made compulsory
sub jeets and that a large number of
gptioml subJects be provided from which
‘sach school could select its own ourriculem
qwith the approval of the Fducation De=~
‘p&rtment. No aetion was takenion the -recom-
mendations of the committee as shortly afterwards
it was suggested that the Cambridge Locals
should replace the departmental examina~
tiong altogether. The necessary steps will

now be takeniin this direction.

L 3 hsbma e
I |

| "%/7

i »‘:ﬁ,_,—k‘ i S

-n",

Home (Educatlon) Sepqrtment. !

C.Nos.4825/16 & g o

1634/17.

_ORDE R;=-No.806, dated tne 16th June 1947,

S T e

The following letter will be des-

patched to the Government of Indig, -

LETTE R:--No.807, dated the 16th June 1917,
To

The Secretary to the Government of India,

» Department of Hducation !

. In reply to your letter No. 1071, dated the 22nd December -«

1916, rolatmg o the vnthdra.n.l of the Cambridge Local
Examinations, I am dxrected to state that His Excellency
the Governor in Council somudarl that the Cambridge Local .
Examinations are by no means ideally suitable for European
schools in this country and would prefer to see improved
dapa.rtmental examinations take the place of the Cambridge
examinations entirely.

There are as yet few schools in this Presidency that
prepare pupils. for the Cambridge oxminat.ioris. the general

opinion of the heads of schools being that the depertmental

examinations are more suitable than the Cambridge exami -
nations as the tendency to oram is much greater in the
latter than where the departmental examinations are

followed.
"Qurricula, subjects of examination, a‘.nd syllabuses for

In this connection I am to enclose a copy of the

Buropean gchools” in Madras which contain detailed

information in regard to departmental examinations. I am
also

3
|
:
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also to point out (t.hat the Furopean Hzgh School scholarship
examznatlon is recogm.led‘ by the Madras Universi ty a8
equi valent to the Matriculation ‘oxsmma.non of the Universi ty
but that the Cambridge Senior Local examinations unl,e‘sé
passed at centres outside Bndia and Ceylon is not
recognised by the University except for the purposes
mentioned in paragraph 2 of the Honourable Diwan Bshadur
Rajagopala Achariyarl letter No.’i&BO," Home- (Education),
dated the 16th December 1916. I am also to add that the
European High School examination is considered to be at
least equal in comprehensiveness and difficulty to the
Cambridge Senier Local examinations. But unless recognition
of the Madras Buropean High School ‘examination as equivalent
to the Cambridge‘_SaniorA Local examinatione can be secured
in the United Kingdom, His Excell.enoyvthe Governor in
Council is not prepared to take any steps» which would render
it more difficult for studants in European schools:to seoure

admission to British mstltntlonm

)

2. The sugezestions of the Government of Indie in
paragraph 10 of their letter under reply regﬁding the
improvement of depsrtmental examinations are dealt with
below seriatim under the separate headings noted therein:-

(1) Under the system in force in Vedras a Board
of seven members of which the Inspector of Ruropsan and

Training Schools is President selects the best available

~examiners from among the teachers in the schools and

moderates the question papers set by the examiners. This
Board will also be able to moderate the results.

(2) In regard to the maintenance of a more uniform
standard of exeminations I am to state that the standard

in Madras from year to year is already uniform. With a

view

view however to securing uni formi ty between provinces, His
Excellency the Governor in Council is of opinfOn that this
can best be attained by cqnferoncea betwasn t,ha examination
boards of different provinces or-select members thereof
instead of the system of combined arrangementn for examina-
tions by two or three adjacent provinces.

(3) As regards marking, His fxcellency the Governor in
Council agrees that it could be made more careful but
considers that the examination board can to some axtent
check the marking.

(4) In regard to the provision of & 5ood range of

_ optional subjects, I am directed to state that the

question was considered by a commi ttee which sat in 1912 in
Vadras end it was suggested that the exigting eurricula be
abolished, that English end Arithmetic be made compulsory
subjects and thet'a large number of ophonal subjects be
provided from which sach school could select its owmn
curriculum thh the a.pprova.l oi‘ the Lv.duozm.on Department..
No action was taken on the rscomanda.tlons of lthe

commi ttee as shortly afterwards it was suggested that the
Cambridge Locals should replace the }iepa.rtmontal
examinations altogether. The —pecosiary ateps will now be
taken in this direction.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,,

Your most obedient servant,

e : Secretary to Government.
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