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Secondary school-leaving cerfificate scheme
Approving the proposals submitted by the Director of Public Instruction for altering the —.

() 3 e e

Ruap—the following papers :— :
I v
Lelter—from the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. STONE, M.A., C.LE., F.R.H.8., Director of Public
Instruction.
pEvne ; To—the Secretary to Government, Home (Education) Department.
Lk - i % f ’ ‘ Dated—Ootacamund, the 7th June 1917.

allgh ; ] ek . No.—Camp. 8/1917. 2
A - ~ With' reference to G.0. No. 1076, Bducational, dated 15th September 1914
A ; approving generally of my proposals to improve the study of languages other than
Hnglish under the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme, T have the honour to
submit, for the sanction of Government, the following recommendations for altering the
scheme of the secondary sehool-leaving certificate course. The object of the revised
scheme, as already stated, is fo make additional provision for the stady of Sanskrit and
of the vernaculars in secondary schools, by preseribing, in the case of the vernaculars,
text-hooks in the several languages (for detailed study) and a text-hook of modern prose
WY - ; (for non-detailed study)in connection with the Vernacular, Composition and Translation
e i | . (group A). Text-hooks have heen prepared in consultation with the School-Leaving
; ¢ : Oertificate Board and there will be an additional question paper on these texts in
v group’ A, which will include questions demanding a knowledge of grammar. As
gy 18 : S regards the readers required for the IV and V forms, I am making arrangements for
2 NS their introduction in the next school year. Lhe course in vernacular languages under
group C will include the texts of group A so that, there.will he one paper or parfi of a
paper common to both groups. I beg fo request, in this connection, a ruling fo the
effect that certificates of pupils who take Sanskrit, ete:, under group C will not be
: ¢ i AT & i ’ considered incomplefe because they confainno entry under Vernacular Composition
stk 7 A Meibie s N e e L " || and Translation in group A and that the deparfment will not be expected fo consider

> k $ the omission, for such pupils, of Vernacular Composition and Translation a defect in
school organization. 5

> | 9. With reference to paragraph 12 of my letter fo Giovernment read in G.0.

T Boe T 3 : ; ; : i No. 1076, Hducational, dated 15th

R R e | . September 1914, I beg fo state thaf the

1 tary Mathematics. 3 8 7
i R R i ¥ 3 gg %;;;imy e existing syllabuses in the marginally-

. Al Ea : i Group C. noted subjects under groups A and C have
! et s : ! (1) History of Bngland. been lightened and the revised syllabuses
; : Nutal : Kok E (2) Algebra and Geometry. have been approved by the School-Leaving

: : ;. : ; (i) %ﬁta'.‘y‘ . Certificate Board. A copy of each of the

T S ; 553 cnfﬂi?:éry. revised syllabuses which I propose giving

e . - ; : effect to from July 1917 is herein enclosed

5 3 3 i + for the information of Government. They will be issued by me to heads of institutions.

i ! As regards the subjects in group B, I consider that radical alterations are necessary.

Under the present scheme, a pupil may leave school wholly ignorant of the History of

England or of the Empire. This is felt to be very undesirable in itself and, in the

case of pupils proceeding to the University fo be a serious handicap in, the study of

English literatare. This question was discussed by a committee and it was finally
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resolved by the Secondary School-Leaving Certificate Board that the list of “B”
subjects should include for forms V and VI * History of the British Empire together
with the Geography connected therewith ?. A &¥llabus has heen drawn up for this
subject and approved by the Board. It wasfelt desirable at the same time to consider
as a whole the question of the B group subjects, particularly as experience has proved
that sufficient attention is not paid to them in schools and that the courses in Elemen-
tary Science are not well arranged. Asa result of this consideration, the following
changes have been suggested by the School-Leaving Certificate Board with regard to
the subjects in group B and I propose to adopt the suggestions :— \

(1) that the sehool subjects should remain as they are up to form I'V and that
in forms V and VI the B group subjects should be («) History of the British Empire
with connected Geography and () Elementary Science, with alternative courses
according as a pupil takes C group Physies or Chemistry or both er mneither. A
syllabus for this has already been framed ;

(2) that Drawing should not be insisted on in the case of every pupil after
form TV, but might be taught to pupils of the V and VI forms who showed a special
aptitude for if ;

(3) thatithe other subjects, viz., Physical Training and Games, Manual Training,
Domestic Economy and Sewing (for girls) may retain their places as at present in the
curriculum. These suggestions will, it is hoped, malke the B subjects more suitable
and will at the same time lighten the burden of school work. One point, however.
should be mentioned. In ovder that there may be no neglect of Indian History, it i;
proposed to include, under ¢ group ” History of England, special subjects relafing to
Indian History to be studied in conneetion with parallel special subjects in English
History. Attention is invited to the syllabus in English History. = Syllabuses of these
special subjects are being prepared. ¥

3. I may mention that these proposals and changes were discussed and appr
not only by the Board but also by a lix’umber of 1'ep1'e§eutative lleadmast;"sdw(;?opzlzg:z%
invitation attended a recent meeting of the Board. These headmasters’ suggeste()l
that as in the case of the vernaculars provision might be made for the classical laneua es
under group A. I am having this suggestion examined by a committee. o

4. As there is very litfle time to spare if the revised scheme i i
e is very D e is to be given
to f:‘oght%le begnm{mg of the school year 1917-18, I have the honour to lgeques:%f]z::
you will be so good as to obtain the samction of Government at arly de
introduction of the revised scheme. Measat g

II

Letter—from P. A. SuBramaan Y. 2 aster, Hi i
e MANYA Avvar, Headmaster, Hindu High School,
To—the Secretary to Government, Home (Education

Dopar
Dated—Ootacamund, the 8th June 1917, Al

I request permission to place before you the following with reference to

L ! on i the
;%;?;i;:;, that took place at the Conference of Headmasters held the day before

_ The revised syllabus in English approved at the conferente i
lightening of the former course. Mau;)pof the headmasters pl'i}z:x)]; Z:,lli)'ﬁzsignft:r;ae .
were, however, of opinion that so long as a large number of text-hooks f&r non»deta}l\e;
study continued to be preseribed, there could possibly be mno lightening. We hl :
been told, however, that by spreading the study of the books for ngn-dcé‘tailed st a(;'e
over two years there will be a diminution of the strain on the pupils. But we Z'“ )é
opinion that at the normal age of the pupils studying in the VI Eo;'m it is not l'ecr[(;t
to expect that they should carry in theiv minds the subject-matter of text-booksno d
in the course of two years without undue strain, If the strain is to be dimini 'ﬁeil
ggjnte;(g&hooks er1_1' nolr;-de%aile(]i study should be limited to two containing mnot inzrx;

nan ZoU pages - all,  Pupils in the V form will, g ’
detailed study, but they shou}ld not be expected to bri;:); teltl’;;se& Ifg;iﬂbwks; iR
one year after they have studied the hooks. " s

Vernacular Composition and Translation under grou — aster: 1

mously of opinion that the languages under group!}O s{oﬁ'd bleli?:l{;l;;:f‘i‘efl“’;srex‘l(l)nang
and every student should be compelled to study a second language and a.us\%el'“%)wo

|
i
{
i
|
¥
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papers, one on the preseribed books and the other on Translation and Composition, and
that History of India be made a separate subject under group C. This suggestion
was not, approved by the conference,. In consequence we have made a suggestion
that, in order to encourage the study of Sanskritby pupils not bringing it up asa
subject under group C as well as to meet the difficulties experienced by pupils living
in places where the spoken language is different from their mother-tongue, a paper on
Translation fromand dnto a classical language may he substituted for Vernacular
Translation and Composition. We understand that this bas been referred to a
committee for opinion.

A further ¢ompromise is also possible in regard to this matter. In so far as at
present all pupils are being trained for answering a paper in Vernacular Composition

. and Translation, it may not be good policy to give up an advantage which has been

gained so far. ‘I'he stiffening of Vernacular Translation and Composition in the case of
a large number need not mean giving it up in the case of others. The present Verna-
cular Translation and Composition paper may be retained as obligatory upon all and a
second paper may be given on the prescribed text-books either in a vernacular or in a
classical language at tlhe option of the candidates.

Physics and Chemistry under group C.—The headmasters were unanimously of
opinion that these two subjects should together form one subject under this groupand
that the syllabuses should be proportionately lightened. The compromise now arrived
at by providing for alternative courses in Physics and Chemistry is af best a make-
shiff arrangement and headmasters feel sure that this should give place to a well-
organized syllabus comprising both Physics and Chemistry as a necessary preparation
for optional groups I and IT of the Intermediate course.

A memorandum containing these points has been submitted to the Director of
Public Instruetion.

Order—No. 804, Home (Education), dated 15th June 1917.

The Government approve the proposals submitted by the Director of Public
Tnstruetion for altering the scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving certi-
ficates. He is requested to submit for approval and publication in the Fort St. George
Gazelie a draft notification embodying the alterations proposed.

(True Extract)

R. Ramacnanora Rao,
Seeretary to Government.

To the Dirsctor of Pablic Instruction.

sl
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pages in all. The Dirvector of Public Instruetion states that the revised fyllnbnscs ha\{e
heen approved by the School-Leaving Cerfificate Board, 1t may perhaps be left to
the Board and the Director to prescribe such mnuwmber of fext-hooks as are eonsidered
by them to be necessary,

5. As rogards the changes in Vernacular Composition and 'l‘ranslm.ml\ prnposml
by the Director of Public Tnstruction they have been approved by fhe (J:wern)mcm
alveady in G-0. No. 1076, Educational, dated the 15th Septomber 1914 Mr. P. Al
Subrahmanya Ayyar has made certain suggestions under this head also, It is not
| quite clear what exactly he desires to be done. Ho suggeéf.s that in arder to
encourage the study of Sanskeit and other olassical languages Lranslation from and
intoa classical language may be substituted for Yurnﬂeul:\r‘ Composition and

Pranslation, or that the present Veurnacylar Composxtu}n and Translation may be
! retained as ab present for all candidates and that to this may be added the ‘sl.miyy
{ of text-books either in a vernagular or in a classical language nt,_thc .npi.mn of
l the candidates. The Director of Pyblic Tustruotion states that he is referring Itu
‘ a committee the suggestion made by leadmasters for the encouragement of the
i

M

study of classisal languages. 16 will be some time helore the recamnendations
of the committee ave received but it daes not appear desirable to postpone Hil]‘l
further the introduetion of the changes already alvpm\'od in 6,0. No. 1076,
Hduoational, dated the 15th September 1914,
6. B group.—The subjeats now included in this group are—
(1) Seience, (&) Thawiie, =
(2) Geography, () Physical Training, nndA‘ :
(3) History of India, (6) Domestic Bepnomy and Sewing
| (for girls).
The Director proposes to retain these subjects as they are for the TV fm-m(. But
for the V and VI forms he proposes ta substitute the following for the above list :
(1) Blementary Science with alternative courses agcopding ns a pupil takes
Physics or Chemistry or both or neither in the C group ;
(2) History ot the British Fmpire with aonnected Geography ;
(3) Physical Traiming and
{4) Douestic Eeonomy and Sewing (for girls).

The Direotor of Public Instrugtion points out that experience has proved that
sufficient attention is not paid to the study of B group subjects in sehools. This com-
plaint has appeared in the newspapers also. The desirability of making alterations in
these subjects may therefore be admitted. No detailed syllabuses were till now drawn
L . up for the subjeots in the B group as it
Ls‘hc(:‘:g; M:;P;‘E: was considered {liat each school could best
S S8 judge of its capacily for efficiently teaghing
@ those spbjects and frawe its syllabus
accordingly. As this system las nat been found to work satisfactorily, sy abuses
liuve now been framed for the gourses of study in the o main subjects in this group,
vig., ¢ Blementary Science ”” and the  History of the British Hmpive with connected
Geography.” X

Remarks under Eleme:
18 of the pamphiet “Su
aud Leachers of Second:

7. The only important ehange which calls for special natice is the substitution of
the ¢ History of the British Bnpire with gonnected Geograply ” far the two subjects
¢ Geography »? and * History of India.” When the scheme for (he award of secondary
sehool-leaving certificates was orginally drafted by a committee in 1908 ¢ Geography »

Page 9 of G.0. 510, th Tuly 1008, was ingluded in the B gronp, while the

: o « History of India and England ” was put
down in the C group. His Excellency Sir Arthur Lawley considered that History—
Pago/d8 of notes to G0, 427, 21t Tyly 1909, at all events the Hisf_ory qf India—should

be an obligatory subject. It was finally
decided that “ Geography ” and ¢ History
] ; of India” should be in the ¢« B? gl'mxi)
of obligatory subjects and that « History of England” might be in the aptional group
(. The Director of Public Instrugtion points out that ¢ under the present sclieine a
pupil may leave sehool wholly ignorant of the Histary of Eugland or of the Empire.
This is felf to be very undesirable in itself and, in the pase of pupils progeeding to the
Tniversity, to Le a serious handicap in the study of English Literature ?  He tLerefore

Page 44 of notes to G.0. ibid.

Norss 10 G.0. No. 804, Home (Hpuoarion), 1bta Juxe 1917 3

proposes to introduce the study of English History with connected Geography in the
7 and VI forms inthe place ‘of * Indian History ” and * Geography.” It is sub-
Page 36 of the pamphlet *Suggestions to mlTled‘ Hmt, th? s“‘"iy. Of.“le History
maunagers and teachers of secondary schools.” of l_udm 0“1“'_3"'113' begins i Oh{ss IV,
Asit can continue up to and including the
1V form under the proposed scheme it does not appear that the present proposal will
seriously prejudice the study of fhat subject in secondary schools. Further, in
order that there may he no neglect of Indian, History in the two higher forms (V and
| VL), the Director proposes to include in the ¢ History of Bugland?” in the C
K | group, speeial subjects relating to Indian History to be studied in connection with
parallel special subjects in English History. - It is thevefore for ovders whether

tlie proposals of the Director in this respect may be approved.

8. As regards {le alternative courses proposed in ¢ Elementary Science ” in the
B group, Mi. Subralmanya Ayyar remarks that this is at best a make-shift arrange-
ment and that it should give place to a well-organized syllabus comprising both
Physics and Chemistry in € group as a necessary preparation for optional groups Land
11 “of the Infermediate comrse. - ‘Lhe proposal of the Director of Public Instruction
may perhaps be approved for the present.

9. The proposal to leave out * Diawing ” as a compulsory subject in the V and Vi
forms does not seem to call for remarks.
Tlie teaching of this subject is now begun
in the II class in secondary schools.

10. ¢ group—-The Direetor of Public Instruction states that the courses in the
following subjects included in this group have been lightened :—

(1) History of England, : (4) Physics, and
(2) Algebra and Geometry, (5) Chemistry.
(3) Botany,

Page 42 of (he pamphlet *Suggestions to
managers and teachers of seeondray schools,”

As stated at K snpra special subjects relating to Tudian History have been
included in the syllabus in ** English History.” Mr. Subralimanya Ayyar considers
that Physics and Chemistry should togd er be made into one subject and the syllabuses
in theut revised accordingly. He stafes that a memorandum dealing with this and
other points dealt with in biis letter has been senf to the Director of Public Instruction.

The Director way, it is submitted. be consulted w.o. as to whether he proposes to
N suggest any further alterations with reference to that memorandum,

11, When the scheme was framed by a committee in 1908 it was published for

T e S general criticism. If does not appear that
osgtl e Ll the same procedure should be followed
: X : e now. As it is desirable to give effect to
Pleaso see disenssions i fhe (I";.!;‘Sl“b“'e the alterations in the study of vernaculars
CopjoilooGi008 24l Spl DT as early as possible, the changes proposed
way, it approved, be introduced in'the current year when the sehools reopen affer
the swmmer vacation.
SI—13-6-17.
N.K.—13-6-17.

The recommendations in the Director of Publie Tnstruction’s eurrent letter seem
mmbje,ctimmble so fav as they go. The Director of Public Instruetion persmmll__v
would have favoured larger changes, whieh would have been weicomed by the publie
but the Board are not apparently in favour of any drastic changes. Please see Mr.
Stone’s note, dated the 14th May 1917, on page 2 of 1otes on resolution No. 8 moved
at the meeting of the Legislative Couneil held on the 22nd May 1917 and the cutbings
from the Hindu. The present proposals may be approved at least as giving effect

to the changes already accepted by
G.0. 1076, 15th September 1914. Government.

As regards Mr. P. A, Subrahmanya Ayyar’s dissenting memorandum, the first
proposal regarding the reduction of tlte number of fext-hooks for non-delailed study
in Kiglish is one in respeet of which the Director of Public Instruction and the
Board should take action. A copy of his memorandum has been sent to the Director
of Public Tnstiuetion,
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The second suggestion regarding the
substitution of translation from and into
a classical language is alveady under
cousideration by a special Committee,

The proposal made by Mr. Subrahmanya Ayyar
to add the study of text-books in a verna-
cular or classical language to vernacular
Composition and Trauslatiou goes with this
suggestion,

The third proposal regarding the grouping of Physics and Chemistry as one
subject in group € cannot be finally decided upon if at all in time to be given effect
to in the ensuing school year. A syllabus according to the proposals in the eurrent
file has already been drawn up and if Mr. Subrahmanya Ayyar’s proposal is to be
adopted a revised one will have to be framed in consultation with the Board and with
probably some experienced heads of institutions. The Director of Public Instruction
will doubtless consider the suggestion with reference to the memorandum submitted to
him and it is likely that the guestion would have been brought forward at the
conference itself. ''here seems to be no object therefore in holding back the present
proposals pending the consideration of Mr. Subrabmanya Ayyar’s suggestion. If
necessary the last point alone may be taken up as a separate subject for consideration
and reference to the Director of Public Instruction.

A draft order is submitted for approval.

C. Ramanusa Acnariyar—13-6-17.

The present proposals have to be urgently sanctioned. 8o a draft is put up for
approval. .

M above regarding Sanskrit.—I understand the contention but no remarks are now
called for as the subject is under the consideration of a Committee.

N.—Ihis is a very important matter and I shall note on it after the draft issues.
Otherwise the consideration of that matter will mean delay to sanction proposals:

otherwise accepted by all.
R. RamacHANLRA Rao—14-6-17.

Plenrravp]—15-6-17, .

Tssue.
R.R.—15-6-17.

[G.0. No. 804, Home (Education), dated 15th June 1917.]
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HOME (EDUCATION) DEPARTMENT s
G.0. No. 804, 15th June 1917

Secondary school-leaving certificate scheme :
Approving the proposals submitted by the Director of Public Instruction for altering the —.

Ruap-- the following papers :—
I
Telter—rom the Flon’ble Mr. J. T, 810N8, M.A., C.LE., F.R.H.S., Direotor of Public
Instruction.
To—the Secrotary to Government, Home (Education) Department.
Dated—OQotacamund, the 7th June 1917.
No.—Camp. 8/1917. ;
With reference to G.0. No. 1076, Educational, dated 15th September 1914,
approving generally of my proposals to improve the study of languages other than
English under the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme, I have the honour to
submit; for the sanction of Government; the following recommendations for altering the
scheme of the secondary school-leaving certificate course. The object of the revised
scheme; as already stated, is to make additional provision for the study of Sanskrif and
of the vernaculaxs in sceondary schools, by preseribing, in the case of the vernaculars,
text-books in the several languages (for detailed study) and a text-book of modern prose
- (for non-detailed study) in connection with the Vernacular Composition and Translation
(group A). Text-books have been prepared in consultation with the Sehool-Leaving
Certificate Board and there will be an additional question paper on these texts in
group A, which will include questions demanding a knowledge of grammar. As
regards the readers required for the IV and V forms, I am making arrangements for
their introduction in the next school year. The course in vernacular languages under
group € will inelude the texts of group A o that there will be one paper or part of a
paper common to both groups. T beg to request, in this connection, a ruling to the
effect that certificates of pupils who take Sanskrit, ete., under group C will not be
considered incomplete because they contain no entry under Vernacular Composition
and Translation in group A and that the department will not be expected to consider
the omission, for such pupils, of Vernacular Composition and Translation a defect in
sohool organization. ; :
9. With reference to paragraph 12 of my letter to Government read in G.0.
No. 1076, Rducational, dated 15th

(1) Elo mentar?ﬁﬁhﬁr;mics September 1914, 1 beg to state that the

(2) English. 5 existing syllabuses in the marginally-
GruupVC. noted subjects under groups A and C have

(1) History of England. been lightened and the revised syllabuses

(2) Algebra and Geometry. have been approved by the School-Leaving

(8) Botany. Certificate Board. A copy of each of the

(&) Blyoice. révised syllabuses which I propose giving

@) Chemptys effect to from July 1917 ig herein enclosed |
for the information of Government. They will be issued by me to heads of institutions.
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As regards the subjects in group B, I consider ‘that radieal allerations are necessary.
Under the present scheme, a pupil may leave school wholly ignorant of the History of
England or of the Empire. This is felt to be very undesirable in itself and, in the

~ case of pupils proceeding to the University to be a serious handicap in the study of

English literature. - This question was discussed by a commifttee and it was finally
resolved by the Secondary School-Leaving Certificate Board that the list of “B”
subjects should include for forms V. and V1 « History of the British Hmpire fogether
with the Geography connected therewith ”. A syllabus has been drawn up for this
subject and approved by the Board, It was felt desirable at the samé time to consider
as a whole the question of the B group subjects, particularly as experience has proved
that sufficient attention is not paid to them in schools and that the eourses in Elemen-
tary Science:are not well arranged. Asa result of this consideration, the following
changes have been suggested by the School-Teaving Certificate Board with regard to
the subjects in group B and I propose to adopt the suggestions i—

(L) that the school subjects should remain as they ate up to form IV and that
in forms ¥ and VI the B group subjects should be (a) History of the British Empire
with connected Geography and (b) Elementary Science, with alfgrnative courses
according as a pupil takes C group Physics or Chemistry or both~er neither. A
syllabus for this has already been framed ; &

(2) that Drawing should not be insisted on in the case of every. pupil after
form IV, but'might be taught to pupils of the V and VI forms who showed a special
aptitade for it; ] i i o

(8) thatithe other subjects, viz., Physical Training and Games, Manual Training,
Domestic Beonomy and Sewing (for girls) may retain their places as at present in the
cmriculim. These suggestions will, it is hoped, make the B subjects more suitable
and will at the same time lighten the burden of schaol work. One point, however,
should be mentioned. In order that thére may be no” neglect of Indian History, it is
proposed to inolude under ‘ C group ” History of England, special subjects relating to
Tndian History to be studied in connection with parallel” special subjects in English
History. Attention is invited to the syllabus in English History. Syllabuses of these
special subjects are being prepared. . -

3. T may mention that these proposals and changes were discussed and approved
not only by the Board but also by a number of representative headmasters, who at my
invitation attended a recent meeting of the Board. These headmasters suggested
that as in the case of the vernaculars provision might be made for the qlassmal languages
under group A. Iam having this suggestion examined by a committee.

4. As there is very little time to spare if the revised scheme is to be given effect -

to from the beginning of the school year 1917-18, I have |the honour to request that
you will be soggood agsA %0 obtain the sanction of Government at an early date to the
$ntroduction of the revised scheme.

ZTetter—from P. A. SUBRAHMANYA Avyar, Hoadmaster, Hindu High School,
Triplicane. i
To—the Secretary to Government, Homo (Education) Department.
Dated—Ootacamund, the 8th June 1917. ) :
T request permission to place before you the following with reference to the
discussion that took place ab the Conference of Headmasters held the day before
ay.
yeste'xi%]g' revised syllabus in English approved at the conference is gupposed to be a
lightening of the former course. Many of the headmasters presezﬁt the conference
were, however, of opinion that so long as a large number of text-boolfs for non-detailed
study continued to e preseribed, there could possibly be mno lightening. We have
been told, however, that by spreading the study of the books for non-detailed study
over two years there will a diminution of the strain on the pupils, Buf we are of

o
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‘opinion that at the normal age of the pupils studying in the VI form it is not right
to expect that they should carry in their minds the subject-matter of text-books read™
in the course of two years without undue strain. If the strain is to be diminished,
the text-hools for non-detailed study should be limited to two containing not more
‘than 250 pages ;in all. Pupils in the V form will, of course, read books for non-
detailed study, but they should not be expectéd to bring them up for the examination
‘one year after they have studied the hooks.
- Vernacular Composition and Translation under group A.—Headmasters were unani-
‘mously of opinion that the languages under group O should be transferred to group A
/‘}nd every student should be compelled to study a second language and answer two
papers, one on the prescribed books and the other on Translation and Composition, and
that History of Tndia be made a separate subject under group C. 'This suggestion
was not approved by the conference. In consequence we fhave made a suggestion -
that, in order to encourage the study of Sanskritby pupils nof bringing it up asa
-subject under group C as well as to meet the diffculties experiénced by pupils living
in places where the spoken language is different from their mother-tongue, a paper on ! :
Translation fromand onlo a classical language may be substituted for Vernacular }
Translation and Composition. We understand that this has been referred to a el
* committee for opinion.
A further: compromise is also possible in regard to this matter. In so far as at
present all pupils are being trained for answering a paper in Vernacular Composition
and Translation, it may not be good policy to give up an advantage which has been
gained so far. 'L'he stiffening of Vernacular Translation and Composition in the case of 4
a large number need not imean giving it up in the case of others. The present Verna- 8
cular” Translation and Composition paper may be retained as obligatory upon all and a :
second paper may he given on the prescribed text-hooks either in a vernacular or in a
* classical language at the option-of the candidates.
Physics and Chemislyy under group C—The headmasters were unanimously of
“opinion that these two subjects should together form one subject under this group and
that the syllabuses should be proportionately lightened. The compromise now arrived
at by providing for alternative courses in Physics and Chemistry is at best a malke- f
shift arrangement and headmasters feel sure that this should give place toa well-
organized syllabus comprising both Physies and Chemistry as a necessary preparation
for optional groups I and II of the Intermediate course. ; e
A memorandum containing these points has been submitted to.the Director of
Public Instruction.

;
|
|
1,

@rder—No. 804, Home (Education), dated 15th June 1917. 3
The Government approve the proposals submitted by the Director of Public
L | Instruction for alfering the scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving certi-
o ficates. He is requested to submit for approval and publication in the Zort St. George
Gazelte a draft notification embodying the alterations proposed.
(True Extract)
R. Rauacmanpra Rao,

i

|

|

] / Secretary to Government.
| o the Director of Publio Tnstxaation,

|

|

G




NOTES CONNECTED‘ WITH G.0. No. 804, HO! (EDUCATION),

DATED 16mm JUNE 1917.
[Susszer.— Allerations in the scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving ]
certificates.] |

o
. Hous (Evuoariox) DEPARTMENT.
Hrom the Director of Public Instruction, dated Tth June 1917, No. 8.
From M.R.Ry. P. A, Subrak Ayyar, Heddmaster, Hindu, High School,
Triplicane, duled 8h June 1917.

Please see G-0. No. 1076, Educational, dated the 15th September 1914, in which
the Government approved the following aroposals of the Director of Public Instruction
for the improvement of the study of lafignages other than English in the scheme for
the award of secondary school-leaving certificates :—

() to make Sanskrit and other classical languages and modern Huropean
languages in group C of the scheme alternative with Vernacular Composition and
Translation undér group A ; and i

(8) to stiffen the vernacular course under group A by setting text-books and. 1
insisting on a modicum of grammar. }

As it was thought that these changes wouldimpose an additional burden on students

! g I it was proposed to lighten the courses in
Paragraph 12 of the Director of Publio Instruc- 6 gubjects in the A and B groupsin the
tsmn;“ ll()ehc.exiblpage 5 of @.0. 1076, 15th gohome, The Director of Public Instrug-
spfember 1614 tion was asked to submit detailed recom-
mendations for altering the scheme. He now submits these as well as proposals for
certain further alterations.

2. Atfention is solicited to pages 86 to 39 of the Calendar of the Commission for
Government Examinations for 1916-17 which contains an outline of the scheme for
% the award of secondary school-leaving certificates in force in this Presidency. ~As will

be seen therefrom, the subjects of study in the three higher forms (IV, V and VI) of

secondary schools; which are brought within the scope ofthe scheme, are grouped under

three heads A, Band (. Thesubjectsin the A and B groups are taught compulsorily,

while the G group containg the optional subjects. There isa public examination at

the end. of the course (i.e.{ VI form) in the A and C group subjects, while in the

subjects included in the B group the progress made in the school 1s the only test and

beyond that there is no public examination. The changes proposed by the Director of

Pablic Instruotion in the courses of study in the three groups are briefly noticed below.
| ! 3. A group.ZThe subjects included in this group at present are—

{ (1) Elementary Mathematics, -

\ i : (2) English, and

3 (8) Vernaclar Composition and Translation.

L § The changes proposed are— . :

B i (a) to lighten the courses in the first two subjects (to this effect revised

\ e syllabuses have been drawn u% and . G

g y . (B) to introduce the ¥tudy of text-hooks in Vernacular Composition ang

\ , Translation and also to excuse the latter subject in the case of those who take up Sanskrit
\ B .and. other classical or modern European languages in group C.
A | g
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2 Noris ro @.0. No. 804, Hous (Epucarton), 151u Fuxe 1917 :
4, With regard to the first of these changes, viz., the lightening of the céursesy
Mr. P. A. Subrabmanya Ayyar, Headmaster, Hindu High school, Triplicane, states 7
that there could be no real lightening of the courses in English solong as the students ~
have to study a large number of text-books for non-detailed study and suggests“that =
the number of such text-books should be limited to two containing not more.than250-
ages in all. The Director of Public Instruction states that the revised syllabuses liave
een approved by the School-Leaving Certificate Board. It may pethaps.bé left to
the Board and the Direetor to prescribe such number of text-books as are considered
by them to be necessary. ¥
5. As regards the changes in Vernacular Composition and Translation proposed
by the Director of Public Instruction they have been approved by the Government
already in @.0: No. 1076, Educational, dated the 15th September 1914, Mr. P. A,
Subrahmanya Ayyar has made certain suggestions under this head also. 1t is not
quite clear what exactly he desires to be dome. He suggests that in order to
encourage the study of Sanskrit and other classical languages Lranslation from and
into a classical language may be substituted for Vernacular Composition and
Translation, or that the present Vernacular Composition and Translation may be'
retained as at present for all candidates and that to this may be added the study
of text-books either in a vernacular or in a glassical language at the option of -
M | t10 candidates, Whe Director of Public Instruction states that he is referring to
a committee the suggestion made by headindsters for the encouragement of the
study of classical languages. It will be sdme time before the recommendations
of the committee are received but it does n’ot.ﬁgpeér desirable to postpone still
further the introduction of the changes “already” approved in G.O. No. 1076,
% Educational, dated the 15th September 1914,
".7 6. B graup.—’[‘hf’aubjeets now ineluded in this group are—
27 (1) Science, (4) Drawing,
(2) Geography, %5) Physical Trainitig, and
(3) History of India, 6) Domestic Eeonottly aud Sewing

i (for girls).
The Director proposes to retain these subjects as they are for the IV form.  But
for the V and VI forms he proposes to substitute the following for the abbve list :—
(1) Elementary Science with alternative courses according as a pupil takes:
Physics or Chemistry or both or neither in the C group ;
(2) History of the British Empire with connected Geography ;
(3) Physical Training jand !
(4) Domestic Economy and Sewing (for girls). : 4
fhe Director of Public Instruction points out that experience has proved thaf
sufficient attention is not paid to the study of B group subjects in s¢hools. This com-
plaint has appeared in the newspapers also. The desirability of making alterations in
these subjects may therefore be admitted. No defailed syllabuses were till now drawn
up for the subjects in the B group as it
Remarke under “ Elementary Science * on vl s considered that each sohool conld best
18 of the pamphlet “Snggeshonsbf Ml judge of its capacity for efficiently teaching
and Teachers of Socondary Schools. those subjects and frame its syllabus
accordingly. As this system has not been found to work satisfactorily; syllabuses
have how been framed for the courses of study in the two main subjects in this group,™
viz,, “Elementary Sciengé” and the « History of the British Empire with connected
Geography.”’ : - A sl
7, 'The only important change which ealls for special niotice is the substitution of
the ¢ History of the British Empire with connected Geography ” for the two subiecfs
¢ Geography ?and History of India. 25 When the schente for I.hé award of secondary
sohooleleaving certificates was orginallydrafted by a le(:imtzim!;tee l:'n 1}_&;08 i< Geong{n. )h’
! Eiey was included in the oup, while the |
Do dic 0l 3y 1008. * History of India and Efxggland ? was put
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| Norzs 10 G.0. No. 804, Hour (Epvearion), 15T Juns 1917 3
3 down in the € group. His Excellency Sir Arthur Lawley considered that History—
at all events the History of India—should

Page 43 of notes to G.0. 427, 21st July 1909. be an obligatory subject. It was finally

i decided that ¢ Geography ” and * History

Eag: ¢4 ol onato G0, bl of India” should be in the “B?” group

of obligatory subjects and that « History of England” might be in the optional group’

Q. The Director of Public Instruction points out that ¢ under the present scheie a

% pupil may leave school wholly ignorant of the History of England or of the Epire.
; This is felt to be very undesirable in itself and, in the case of pupils proceedingFo the
University, to be a serious handicap in the study of English Litevature.” He therefore

V and VI forfns in the place of * Indian History” and * Geography.” 1t is sub- |
- Loes mitted that the study of the Histor
oo, ot Oiantgﬁ pzzmphé;t Su{ggjsl:; u:: fo o India ordivarily beéins in class IV}t
. Asit can continue up toand including the
IV form under the proposed scheme it does not appear that the present proposal will
seriously prejudice the study of that subject in secondary schools. Further, in:
order that there may be no neglect of Indian, History in the two higher forms (V and
VI), the Director proposes to include in _the «“History of England?” in e ©
K | group, special subjects relating to Indian History to be studied in connection with
o parallel special subjects in English History. It is therefore for orders whether
the proposals of the Director in this respect muy be approved.
8. As regards the alternative courses proposed in ‘¢ Blementary Science ” in - the
B group, Mr. Subtahmanya Ayyar remarks that this is at best a make-shift avrange-
ment and that it e!}:}wld give place to a well-organized syllabus comprising both
: Physics and Chemisfry in C group as a necessaty preparation for optional groups Tand
¢ I of the Intermediate course. The proposal of the Director of Public Instruction
may perhaps be approved for the present.
9. The proposal to leave out * Drawing * as a compulsory subject in the V' and Vi
5 forms does not seem to call for remarks.
Pago 42 of tho pamphlet * S,“gge“‘;:m‘f 0 Theteaching of this subject is now begun
gers and o y B0R00I8." i) the II class in secondary sehools.
10. ¢ group.—The Director of Public Instruction states that the courses in the
following subjects included in this group have been lightenedd :—
(1) History of England, (4) Physics, and
(2) Algebra and Geometry, (6) Chemistry.
(3) Botany, 3 i / ;

As stated at K supra special subjects relating to Indian History have been
included in the syllabus in ‘¢ English History.” Mr. Subrahmanya Ayyar considers
that Physics and Chenmistry should together be made into one subject and the syllgbuses
in them revised aggordingly. He states that a memorandum dealing with this and
other points dealt With in his letter has been sent to the Director of Public Instretion.

The Director may, it is submitted, be consulted u.o. as to whether he proposes to
N suggest any further alterations with reference to that memorandum,

11, When the scheme was' framed by a committee in 19U§[Itd was published lfor

eneral criticism. It does not appear that
€.0. 510, 9th Tuly 1906. fhe same procedure should beP%i:lnwe&
now. As it is desirable fo give/eﬁect to
3 Ploase see discussiosn in the Leglslative thealterationsin the study of vernaculars
. Council—@.0. 538, 24th April 1917. 2 early as possible, the changes propos
may, if approved, be introduced in the current year when the schools reopen atter
the summer vacation.
SK—13-6-17.
N.K.—13-6-17.

proposes to introduce the study of English History with connected Geography i the/r

=
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4 - Nores 1o G.0. No. 804, Houx (Epucarron), 151w June 1917

The recommendations in the Director of Public Instruction’s current letter seem
unobjectionable so far as they go. The Director of Public Instruction personally
would have favoured larger changes, which would have been welcomed by the public
but the Board are not apparently in favour of any drastic changes. Please see Mr.
Stone’s note, dated the I4th May 1917, on page 2 of notes on resolution No. 8 moved.
at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 22nd May 1917 and pege=be
@ the cuttings from @The present proposals may be approved

at least as giving effect to the changes
€.0. 1076, 15th September 1914, e dgby: R

As regards Mr. P. A. Subrahmanya Ayyar's dissenting memorandum, the first
proposal regarding the reduction of the number of text-books for non-detailed. study
I English ig_onein respect of which the Director of Public Instruction and the
Board. hould take action, A copy of his memorandum has been sent o the
Director of Public Instruction.

S ; - The second suggestion regarding the
Vit o sy B T ubatitaion of it e e
cular or classical language fo vérnacular 2 classical language is already under
« Compositfon and Translation goes with this consideration by a special Committee‘,
suggestion.

The third proposal regarding the grouping of Physics and Chemistry as one
.subject in group C cannot be finally decided upon if at all in time to be given effect
%o in the ensuing school year. A syllabus according to the proposals in the current
file has already been drawn up and if Mr. Subrahmanya Afyar’s proposal is to be
adopted a revised one will have to be framed in consultation with the Board and with
probably some experienced heads of institutions. The Director of Public Instruction
will doubtless consider the suggestion with reference to the memorandum submitted to
him and it is likely that the question would have been bro ught forward at the
conference itself. There seems to be no object therefore in holding back the present
proposals pending the consideration of Mr. Subrahmanya Ayygr’s suggestion. Tf
necessary the last point alone may be taken up as a separate subject for consideration
_and reference to the Director of Public Instruction.

A draft order is submitted for approval.

C. RaMANUIA AoHARIYAR—13-6-17,

The present proposals have to be urgently sanctioned. Soa draft is put up for
approval. .

M above regarding Sansprit—I understand the confiention but no remarks are now
called for as the subject is under the consideration of 2 committee. 5

N.—This is a very important matter and T shall note on it after the draff issues.
Otherwise the consideration of thaf matter will mean delay to sanction proposals

R. Ramacnanora Rao—14-6-17.
P[arTrAvD ]—15-6-17,

R.R.—15-6-17.
[@.0. No. 804, Home (Education), dated 15th June 1917.]

.otherwise acoepted by all.

Issue.
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