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To His Exeelleney, 3 ws"’m}

The Governor of uadras. %8,

8ir,

I have the honour to enclose for your kind eonsideratiog a
schene for assisting the war and after-war works, which I am
desirous of sedulously se;ving, if I 2m so fortunate as to be
able to obtain your msatronage, snd venture to submit herewith,
thfoush you, my memorial to His Excelleney the Governor, bearing
on the same subjeect.

I have the horiour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,




To
His Excellency,
The Governor of Madras.

May it please your Excellency,
The Humble Memorial of Ambika Charan
Ukil, M. A., General Secretary of the
Co-operative Union of India & Orga-
niser of Dharma Samavaya Limited,
most respectfully sheweth :—

1. That your Excellency’s humble memorialist has been a
worker in the world-wide Co-operative Movement, during the last 25
years, and as such, has heen trudging on, with varying success, from
the year 1893, when the first Co-operative Store of the Rochdale Equit-
able Pioneers’ Type was started by him here, under the name of the
Indian Pioneers’ Co. Ld., which was followed by the Triplicane Co-
operative Urban Siocety Ld., the Hindusthan Co-operative Insurance
Society Ld., the Co-operative Hindusthan Bank Ld. and the Dharma
Samavaya Ld., with the founding of all which your Excellency’s
humble memorialist has had more or less to do.

2. That your Excellency’s humble memorialist was looking for-
ward, with great hopes, when the Government Co-operative Credit
Movement was started, some thirteen years ago ; but owing to differ-
ences of view, between your humble memorialist and the Government
officials, mostly in the matter of procedure followed in its working by
the officials, which, to his mind, copies too much of the hide-bound
and exotic German model and too little of the pure British type, as
represented by the Rochdale Equitable Pioncers’ Society, the English,
the Scottish and the Irish Wholesale Societies, the Organisation Society
and the Peoples’ Banks, your Excellency’s humble memorialist could
not see his way or find an opportunity to serve it, as he earnestly wished.

3. May your Excellency’s humble memorialist, therefore, pray
for the indulgent consideration of the enclosed scheme, submitted for
gracious consideration and patronage, in order that

" vour Excellency’
your Excellency’s humble memorialist may have his earnest desire to
serve his August Sovereign, the Empire and his Country, as hest he
could, fulfilled at last.

And your Excellency’s humble memorialist, as in duty bound,

o2

shall ever pray. : Z_ ; W W

SAMAVAYA MANSIONS,

Calcutta, HLe//’ﬁ‘Wr/ 1917. ; 3




CO-OPERATIVE UNION OF INDIA

THE SCHOOL UNION

1. It is thought desirable to bring about a firm solidarity hetween teachers
and students of all schools and colleges, by organising them into distinc’trgi‘oupsj
for mutual service, for the different classes they are reading in, with the view to
assist them when entering life, by proper financial backing and training for
employment, each according to his capacity and inclination, in his after-school
career, when brought face to face with the actual problems of life.

2. The Head Master of each school, in association with the other teachers
working with him, could undertake the administration of a “School Union Fund”,
to be raised by collecting monthly subscriptions of As. 4 for each student of the
Junior Classes and As. 8 for each student of the Senior Classes and Re. 1 for each
Junior Teacher and Rs. £ for each Senior Teacher, which should he payable during
one or two years, as might be thought necessary in each case.

3. This fund could then be applied in buying Government Postal Cash
Certificates, which might De lent to a Federal Insurance Company, for the purpose
of securing, out of the interest due thereon, relief against disease, disablement,
accident and death, on the Collective System, Endowment under Policies taken
for each Union, includimg the Teachers, the pupils, the office staff and the manual
workers attached thereto. ;

4. On the death of any of the ahove mentioned inmates of the school and
college a proportionate part of the total value of the compensation against
death to be granted by the Policy would be paid to the President of the Union, for
the henefit of the School and the estate of the deceased person, provided that the
full premiums payable for the said Policy should be paid, as due, for the stipulated
number of years, from the subscriptions and profits accumulating in the fund.

5. In case of accident, disease, disablement and unemployment, substantial
loan privileges would be obtainable, against the security afflorded by the policy,
which should be repaid by easy regular monthly instalments spread over a maxi-
mum period of 64 months, on the recommendation of the School Union Committee.

6. Facilities could also be afforded, of cultivating habits of thrift, with
appropriate training in methods of business and discipline, by providing a
subsidiary Co-operative Store and Credit Society, in the from of keeping a Stall,
like that of Wheeler’s placed at Railway Stations, containing books, stationeries
and other daily necesaries, as well as Collecting Boxes like those of Penny Banks,
the transactions and accounts of which are to be familiarised to students,
through the School Union Committee, working with them in rotation for the
purpose; so that, the exereises therein may form an important part of the sehool
training, which is thought by many competent authoritics to be a great
desideratum.

7. How important may be the advantages accruing from this simple experi-
ment will be apparent to every one, when it is reflected, that every student has to
spend every day, while at school, at least an Anna (a penny) to provide his
school stationeries and other daily requirements with, such as, refreshments in
the form of pure milk, bread and fruits, which would represent in a school of
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500 pupils a sum of over Rs. 30 per day or Rs. 900 a .mon_tTh. on which

‘an income of at least Rs. 200 per month is unnecessarily sacrificed by giving
that away to the petty shop-keepers who do not always supply genuine things and
. . at fair prices, and thereby often thrive at the cost of the students’ health, not to

speak of the much larger amounts spent for their books and clothing, the supply
of which niay be similarly organised to yield much larger results.

8. These amounts collected from hundreds . of schools throughout the
Empire, by availing of appropriate channels, might reprcsént huge sums of money
transactions and profits, which could readily he brought under control and
thereby largly negotiate Government Postal Cash Certificates, to ease the War
expenditure and improve the finances of the country generally.

9. For instance, if all the schools, primary, secondary and the colleges, in
the proyince of Bengal alone, were to combine for the purpose, a monthly income of
even a hundred Rupees each, made by such means as have been explained above,
will represent at least Rs. 5000100 or Five Lakhs per month, which could be
invested in War Scrips and Certificates ; and the said amount for the whole of
India and Burma should be multiplied by at least Ten, that is to say, be equal to
not less than Fifty Lakhs per month or Six Crores of Rupees in the year.

10. It is earnestly requested that the proposalmay be given a careful and
patient thought, before it hecomes too late to diseuss it for much practical good ;
and if it could be extended to the Co-operative and other suitable spheres of
activity, where large numbers of ‘people meet and work every day, it would be
possible to find means, without extra taxation, for effecting many necessary re-
forms, such as primary mass education, village sanitation, cheap and quick
fransit and communication, co-operative banking, production and supply, all of
which are lagging behind merely for want of funds.

11. If for any reason the school and college authorities are disinclined to
take up this additional burden on their already over-worked shoulders, the
Co-operative Union I have the honour to represent would be ready to supply the
requisite machinery and means, to work out the scheme, under the supervision
and control of the Government.

AMBIKA CHARAN UKIL,
General Secretary.
SAMAVAYA MANSIONS,
Calcutta, the 1st October, 1917.
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PRIVATE SECRETARY’S OFFICE, MADRAS
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Transferred 't;o the Seeretary to Government, M =
Department, for favour of disposal. % g ‘
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Telegraphic Address :
“DHARMA”

The Chief Seeretary,

To His Exeelleney,

The Governor of Madras.

Bl ) :
e
1 have the honour to enclose for vour kind consideration a
scheme for assisting the war and afte"t:-wa.r works, which I am pr
desirous of sedulously serving, if I am so fortunate as to be able
to obtain your }atronaéﬂ, and venture to submit herewith, through
you, my memorial to His Excelleney the Governor, bearing on theaﬂf}
same subjeet.
I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your most obedient servant,

poeal i U—WAC?J.(.M"){SMW
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