


GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
Ootacamund,

2th October 1917.

During his stay at ladura His Excellency

,. will receive & deputation from the Nadars Mahaéana
Sangam, who will plead +the cause of education of the

Nadars. Would you kindly arrange to send me a note
on the subject which need not be printed. It would do
if the note reaches me on the 19th October: for this

purpose it may be posted to me 'Madras Governor's -

J |
|

Stonehouse Hill.
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Home (Education) Dept.‘

eputation to His Excellency

the Governor from the Nadars Maha- K

%'a.na. Sangham, Madura. . : :
) NOTE.

Nadar is a title affixed to

their names by the members of ti*xe -
Shénax community. The following des-
cription of the community given in the
o Tinnevelly District Gazetteer applies
also to Sha:;1a¥s resident in -

Madura district:-

-Tatu—z-, +h—-3~—w“‘T "..io... It must in feirness to
#’7 A "the caste be said that as persevaring‘
"and resourceful cul tivators, as 4hwdc
"trad?'g both at home and mkw abroad,
“a¥ unvearied tappers of the palmyra
"and as capable clerks and officials
"in the service of Governmen.t, the
“$hanan community by their own mnn
"merits are steadily earning for
"themselves a position and reputation
"infinitely more valuable than any
"social pre-eminence attainable by
"violence or ﬁamphletsering. Une of
L. “the most noticeabls features of the
- ﬂ : ' "resettlement recently concluded was
"the enormous increase of $hanan pattas
”(‘ﬁoth in wet end dry lands) in almost
"évery quarter of the district. Cul-
"tivation with the aid of wells' is
"perhaps their speciality; if water
"exists under the ground a $hanan will

"find it and mx will quickly convert

"into a luxuriant garden a pateh of

"poor soil wnlch in ‘ohe tlme of its
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"previous owner had been a rERXXy
“dreary waste. Should pressure #n the

«  "land some day reach the point of

"denger, the $hanan who has already

"shown signs of fembing his fellows

"at intensive methods will be the ,
"last to feel%straimﬁ. In some f
"villagss)ﬁﬁanans have long been A
"well-to-do land owners; in the

"centres. of trade rieh Shanan mer- ‘
"chants are numerous; in many villages
"the laboursr is steadily converting

"himself into a peasant-owner and the

"tapper is often known to invest his
"savings in lands. If land cannot be
"had)he buys, transports and sells
"jaggery or breeds sheep, goats and

. "fowls which he exports to Colombo.
"Some ggo abroad with a little capi-
"tal and make a living in the towns
"of Ceylon as writers or shop-keepers
"or as maistries in the 45a & Nabber
"gstates. Large numbers (mo_s’%C‘hris-
"tians) obtain a cheap and serviceabls
"education in the Mission schools and
"find employment in Government service,
"in the Railways and in commercial
"Rouses. Among members of the caste .
"are graduates in Law, Theolqg_y, Medi-
"cine and the Art;v)'and)from the -
"Christian c'ommunity‘ lissionaries have
"been sent to ladagascar, Natal -

"Yauritiqus and the Straits",

2. The following table shows 3

S the standard of literacy ebtained
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Name of community.
o=l e e

Shanan.
Maravan.

Ka&l an.

Pattunulkaran or

Sourashtra,

|
L//)
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by the $hanan community and a few other

select communities of the Madurs (
e district:- :
‘1

Total male otal number of Proportion
population male Titeratesg, of 1iterates 1

per 1,000

314,753 56,993 181 |
177,785 24,469 138 |
258,756 40,689 167 5
45,444 15,050 331 ;

k RIEN )

513

i erent half the fee income foregone b

1
The last three classes are included |
in the list of backward classes or {
communities mentioned in rule 15 of 1

the Grant-in-aid Code. The concessions

admissible in the case of pupils of
the backward classes are:-
9ncreased capitation grant and

Sochoot
allowance)on behalf of such

pupils, (Rule 15 of the Grant-in-

aid Code and Rule 83 of the Madra

Educational Rules).
~ T IImTto
(2) Free admission 1o ementary

school s mdsrﬁublic managemént;
(Bcte B4 1 tho Lindons Edercatuinnt

() Levy of half fees intm secondary
schools and colleges under public

management, ((Rets 102 op e dhadsa,
Beles e fin ok ptm)
Under rule 32 of the Grant-in-

aid Code, the Government also pay as

menagers of private instituvions in
the case of backward pupils admitted

into their institutions.

3. In 1913 the Director XERRXNE

recommended the inclusion of §hanar-—
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in the list of backward classes. But
the recommendation was not ‘accepted
for the reason that "the average Tiyan
or Shanan would resent being called

backward and both have made great

“ advances in recent years".

4, As stated in Nr. Frencis'

note on page 3 of notes to G.0., No.
715 Educational dated the 5th hugust
1913 very 1ittle method hag been
followed in the preparation ofl“évfist-
ing list of backward classes. The
Bducational Conference which met in
liarch 1916 hes recommended the adop-
tion of certain principles in the
preparation of a revised list and these
Th@ A0l low-

ing are some of the principié recommend

are under consideration.

-ations made by the Conference:-

"9. It shall be competent for the
"Director to revise the list from time
"to time in consultation with the
"local committees constituted by him
"in the various districts. )

AN class shall be considered
"backward when the great mgjority of
"its members are poor and its standard
"of literacy is below the average of
"the Presidency.

"11. A class which is not poor '
‘may for a time be considered backward
"when its standard of literacy is con-
"siderdbly below the average of the 4

"Presidency but whenever possible the

"members of such a class s"nali be
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" ..
encouraged to pay fees.
"16. That the standard of lite-
s £ &
racy for elementary and secondary

g ’ 5 :
st 8 s schools shall be based on the verna-

AP wared "cular in the case of the former and
"on English in the case of the latter".
) 4 Anun Lo ,4,1:}.‘
L w
—W\ E’/
—
“:7'0\«1}
MA.@% 5 ;
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(el
v vapt Returned with an extraet from the
proceedings of the deput ation.
Argunents of the deputation. *In spite
of our uniuestiened and impertunt place
among the progressive communities of

§.India, we labour under the follewing
disabilities.

¥irstly. Our comuunity is educationally
backward. ‘Though most of our men can
read and write their mether tongue, few
| have taken to higher education. The
comuunity maintains at present twoe High |
sehools, one at Virudupuf:i and the other
at Sivekesi. The High Schoel at Viru-
dupati is open to all comuunities and

education is wholly free. This schooel




O.F. 10—1-14,
18

Page .No. ﬁ :

.\we Imve maintained at great cost from

our own caste funds for the last twenty

years. We need moere ~ not only high

" |schools but commercial and industrial

_lscheol s.

be % X
e therefore pray (1) that the Nadars
6y be recognised as edﬁcationally baek—
ard in the Urant-in-Aid Code and that
our scvheiue to open a eentral High Sehool
‘an(i Hostel at Madura mey receive Govern-
ment's sympu‘ghetic encouragenent ond
{inancial ‘supyert.”
X x x

As reggrds their renquest in respeco
of educational mﬁtters; His Excellency
said that it seemed clear from what they
sald Faud from what he knew of the com-—
punity that they had of reeent years
made great strides and advanced in many
ways not only as regards material pros—
perity but also in such matters as educa-
tion and status. That being so it seemel
to him that it was doubtful whether in
agking that speeial treatment should be;
accorded to them in educational matters
as a backward class they were really

adopting the course which was most Likely
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to benefit their community. In f’act there
were so many different comuunities claim-
ing to renk as backward that if all were

adnd tted almost the whole population would

|eowe under the saume category, in which

cuse the term as recognised in the Lauca—
tivnal Codes would cease to have any
meusning. Originally it was introduced
with o view to offering imducements to
those sections of the community which were
indifferent to education or too poor to be
expected to meet even the moderate fees
which were charged under the rules. In
communities such as that of the l\"adurs
which were anxious that the benefits of
education shuuld be extended to as many

of their members as pussible apd not only
so but «@ble and willing to contribute
finaeial ly to bring wubout that result,

it seemed tv His Exeellercy that while it
might beneiit a few of the poorer meumbers

if the community were so classed it would

be essentially a stigma upon\r,he odmmunity
as awhole afld detract from the position
which they had already seecured by their
own efforts. (n further discussion amon

the meubers of the deputation of the pouj

of view thus expressed by His Excelle s
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they stated that they were so impressed

by the cunsiderations which His Lxceliency
hud suggesved that they were ready to
withdraw their request that the comumunity
shouid be recognised as baeckward for »
educational purposes. iis Exceliency said
that he had no doubt that they would iike

w hwe a further and fuller opportunity

vl cunsidering among theuwselves tle sug— J
gestions which he hud made.*

Lokt

27 w/7
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