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J. & P. 3007-17, dated London, the 9th August 1917.
From—M. C. Serow, Esq., %3, %

To—Sr E. D. Macracan, K.CLE., C.SI, Secretary to the Government of India.
Education Department.

With reference to my letter of the 9th July, J. & P. 2664-1917, I forward,

Letter from Dr. Giles, dated 3rd July. for information, copy of the papers noted
Letter to Dr. Giles, dated 30th July. in the margin, on the subject of Mr. George
Matthai.

EMMANUEL CoLLEGE LoDGE.
CAMBRIDGE,
July 3rd, 1917.

SIR,

I venture to bring to your notice a matter which seems to me and to others
very important in connexion with the development of the higher education of
Indian students. That it is I who bring it before you merely: arises from the
fact that the first of these students who has attained special eminence in a branch
of research happens to be member of my College. But there is no doubt. that the
question will arise presently with regard to other students.

Six years ago George Matthai came to this College as a Research Student
in Zoology. He was a student of the Christian College at Madras and has taken
a degree 1n the University. His special subject was the investigation of Coral,
and in the course of his research work he was able to advance the knowledge of the
structure of Coral so much that Professor Stanley Gardiner of Cambridge,
and Professor Bourne of Oxford (to whom his dissertation was referred by the
College for a report when it was submitted for an important prize open to Bachelors
of Arts) informed me that though they themselves had investigated the structure
of Coral they were satisfied that Mr. Matthai had gone fag to overth;ow all previous
theories on the subject. So important was the dissertation recognised to be that
it was published by the Linnaean Society, and a special was made by the
Royal Society towards the expense of the plates. The RoyalSociety, convinced
of the value of Mr. Matthai’s work, has for three years running elected him to
the Mackinnon Studentship, an honour to which no former student of any country
has attained. Mr. Matthai has also been helped by studentships and by grants
at various times from Emmanuel College, for egample, to enable him to pursue
his studies in America when the important contme_ntal museums were prgctlcal]y
closed to him by the outbreak of war. In America Hardvard University gave

him special advantages in connexion with their stations for the study of marine

life.

ime has now come, however, when it is impossible for him to be further
endoévegl?: this country. It is unlikely that the Royal Society will continue his
studentship for a fourth year, and as he will be in January of standing to take his
Master’s Degree, he can no longer receive further endowments from the College.
Moreover, it is high time that he were turning his really remarkable gifts in
zoological research to account, and he is a.mbltvlous to do something for the
development of the natural resources of India.

1 onths ago Mr. Matthai sent in an apph'catiop for an appointment, but
be; oﬁg(ar: a?:know%edgment nothing has happened, and it has been said, I believe,
2 hi done till after the war. No doubt far-reaching ]sgcheines 3{3

i ible in India as they are in the meal_ltime in this country. But I wo
gﬁﬁgipto:]ﬂ)t special cases are (}i’eserving of consideration. The part of India where
the fisheries are, I am told, likely to be de\{eloped with mogt advantage is Madras,
and probably no man could be found who is better quahﬁd to pursue research
in connexion with the development of India fisheries thqn Mr. Matthai. T recognise
that the hardships of individuals cannot be considered when they would
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stand in the way of some great national purpose. But there are a considerable
number of students from India now in this country who are engaged in research
in various branches of learning, and the failure to do anything to encourage
such men when they have finished the period for which study in this country is
useful will, I venture to suggest, be highly detrimental to the future of education
in India, and also to the belief that the Government of India is willing to do its
best to foster the development of Indian Education.

Tt has to be remembered that, unlike students of similar standing in this
country, their services for the war have been declined by the Government, and
therefore they have been left to pursue their studies without interruption. At
the beginning of the war I saw with my own eyes twenty-four Indian students,
amongst whom was Mzr. Matthai, present themselves at the Head 'Quarters of the °
Officer’s Training Corps in Cambridge, for the purpose of offering to take any
part in the war which might be assigned to them, and their disappointment was
great when they were told that they could not be accepted.

Since Lord Morley interfered some nine years ago in order to improve the
conditions under which Indian students came to Cambridge, a very marked change
for the better has taken place in the character of the students who have come to
study here. A larger proportion of them are already graduates in their own
country, and it is this type of student who, I venture to suggest, is most dgsgrvu;g
of encouragement and 1s the type for which a period of special training in
England is most necessary. But if the belief spreads amongst such students that
there are no openings for them when they have taken a position, as in Mr.
Matthai’s case, which would be remarkable for a student of any country, it wilk
be a serious discouragement to the cause of learning.

T enclose a copy of Mr. Matthai’s application which was forwarded about six
months ago and shall be glad to render any further assistance I can in order that
his case may be fully considered.

I am, ete.,
(Sd). P. GILES,
Master of Emmanuel C&llege, Cambridge.
The Righ Honourable
The Secretary of State for India,
India Office,
‘Whitehall, SSW., 1.

J. & P. 3007-17.
Inpia OFFICE,
‘WarreHALL, S.W., 1,
: 30th July 1917.
Stz, : : 2

I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 3rd instant enclosing a statement of Mr. George Matthai’s *
educational career with his testimonials. I am to convey to you Mr. Montagu’s
thanks for having drawn his attention to a subject of great interest and import-
ance, though'in the present stage of India’s educational and industrial develop-
ment it may not be capable of a very satisfactory solution.

T am to forward a copy of the Report of the Royal Commission on the Public
Services in India, and to say that you will find the question of the openings at
present existing in the Indian Educational Service and in the Universities of
India for research students discussed at some length in the IVth Annexure, dealing
with the Education Department. It my be some time before action can be taken

upon the recommendations of the Commission contained in paragraphs 9 and 10 |

on page 96 of the Report. Meanwhile, as regards Mr. Matthai, his application

2y

w2

supported by his very striking testimonials has been laid before the Board of
Education, on whose advice and recommendation the Secretary of State mainly
relies in making appointments to vacancies ; and full consideration will be given
to his candidature and to his exceptional qualifications whenever a suitable post
becomes vacant.

Mr. Matthai’s name has also been brought to the notice of the Government
of India with advertence to your suggestion that it may be possible to turn to
account his gifts in zoological research and his ambition to do something for the
development of the natural resources of India. Your view that Mr. George
Matthai is admirably qualified to pursue research in connection with the develop-
ment of Indian fisheries will be kept in mind.

The Secretary of State for India trusts that this may serve to reassure you
that the general consideration which in your lefter you have pressed with force
and justice are not overlooked by him, and that he is in full agreement with you
that so far as opportunities permit no effort should be spared to turn to the best
advantage in the service of India the trained ability and enthusiasm of gifted
students of that country,
I am, ete.,

(8d.) T. W. HOLDERNESS.

Dr. GizEs, i
Master of Emmanuel College,

Cambridge.

G. M. Press, Simlav—No, 109E.D.~+19-10-17—=60—-L.D.
.
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Subject.

A

ENcLoBURES.

Bpare copies

From (%ama) Sir F. A, Nicholson, K.C.I.E

(@wigmaﬁon) ‘Honorary Director of Fisheries. -

5 s gzcu;aw o the Sovernment of MTadzas,
REVENUE @zpadmew{‘.

Siz,
I have the honour to submit the remarks called for in
¢ : Endorsement No.3919 A/l’r'-l, Revenue, dated 30th November 1917,
regarding Mr. George Matthai. ]
2. This young gentleman appears to be a zoolégical -
student of more thanb ordinary promise and actual attainments

who has made research in matters of marine biology which -

have commended respect and reward. The Master of his - 11
college expressly recommends him as probably qualified to -
pursue research in connection with the development of Indian \
fisheries., Naturally it occurs to one that this young man

might be suitable for the post of Assistant Marine Biologist’

recently recommended for appointment; if entirely suitable,

several F
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several difficulties would be solved such as the early filling that he ought to obtain some first hand knowledge of practical -

up of the post, matrine work both in the capturing and curing departments, and also

3. As Assistant to Mr. Hormell he could relieve him of a make himself acquainted with the best fresh water piscicultural -

'great amount of detailed work now falling on him, or likely to Work,

£211 on him should Krusadai be sanctioned; e.g. the Assistant 6, His physique and health are not unimportant matters. I =

o

could take charge of the lagoon farm at Tuticorin, and of other presume that he would, at first, only be appointed on a three year

experimental or private farms wlf}ich would then become possible contract. Mmm7 @/,M/ w gt W@wmﬂ/'é‘#
5 . 3 A G e %M.
in other parts of the coast,farms of very great importance in ‘S suggest that since he would have to work under Mr. Hornell

developing the food supply of the country; he could supervise, . and since Mr, Hornell is himself a marine biologist as well as a -

under Mr. Hornell's tuition,the special work of the proposed practical man in fishery industries, it would be well to consult -

Krusadai pearl oyster farm so that there would be a fairly - nim on the matter.

constant instead of occasional skilled superintendence; he could T hove hhe honeu: to e
make a practical and paying thing of the edible oyster and mussel sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Honorary Director,
A KIS : Madras Fisheries.

business which may do much for food supplies and perhaps develop
a shell button industry; his tours both on land and sea would
double Mr. Hornell's collection of data; he could control the o
preparation of the collections of marine fauna which Mr, Hornell
has initiated for distribution to educational institutions; -
after some years he would be able to take Mr, Hornell's place
when on leave, &c. In other ways also, at present unforeseeable,
_he could be abundantly useful. The fact that he probably knows
both Malayalam and Tamil intimately, and also the character of
the people, is no small makeweight in his favour.

4, Whether he is suitable for other marine work it is im-
possible to say. In my Note of 8th June 1917 on the re-organi-

gation of the Department and on the position of Mr, Hornell whom

Government desired to relieve of routine in favour of scientific
work, I have given my opinion on the class of Assistant Biologist

whom I thought and think desirable, but it is of course a question

whether under the conditions of the Department and the difficulties
cauged. by the War, we may not have to put up’ with a man of less
yide fishery experience than I desire; presumably he would -
readily adapt himself &o applied science.

5, Should Government decide to invite him I consider that
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