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The Secretary to the Government of lMadras

ﬁducational_Department.
Through

The Curator,
Oriental Manuscripts Library,

vadras,

&

T have been doing corigimal research work in Sanskrit Lif-
erature for the last ten years and more. As a student, I
published a ) on the History of Classical Sanskrit
Literature copies of whi w out of print. The work
was well appreciated and was recommended as a text-book in the
Universities of Calcutta and Allahabad. I am appending printed

extracts from the opinions of some eminent scholars that had
occasicn to see it. I have nov a comprehensive book on the
subject in preparation, with the latest references to writings
in India and in Furope. My name is{the list of persons
interested in sanskrit learning maintained by the Governments
of Madras, Bombay, the Punjab and Travencore to whom their

catalogues, reports and publications are sent free. There

klﬁf A *i;' ; are however many rare c§§alogues, reports and manuscripts in
“ | ’ the Oriental Hanus;ripts Library at lMadras, which conﬁain a
mine of information, not yet explored and systematised, but
which undev the rule§ of the Library cannot be lent out. I_*

am in service in a distant station and I have not the conre-

nience of visiting the Library for reference.




A Bistery of the Classieal

SHNSKRIT TITERATURE

M. KRISHNAMACHARYA, ma . BL,
WMember of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland,
1. The Antiquity of Sans- 6 The Dramatic writ-
Krit. ings.
2. The ;'&‘.)lo'ds of literature. 7. Lycle i Diantty

poetry.
3. Epic Poetry. 8. Prose Literature.
4. Artificial Epics. 9. Fables and Fairy Tales.
5. The Indian Drama. 10. Rhetorical Literature

with appendices on Grammar and Lexicography and a
historical introduction on Style and Language.

Price Re. 1-4-0
EXTRACTS FROM OPINIONS.

The * Madras Mail ".—“ On the subject of Chronology
of ancient Sanskrit works, the author has not the advan-
tage of reliable data, for the lack of materials in this respect
is a deplorable feature of Indian Literature of this period.
Mr. Krishnamachariar has, however, attempted to turn such
slender materials as are available to good account by a
critical and scholarly examination of them. He has thus




2
-

brought together much usefal information in regard to the
dates of the several ancient Sanskrit authors and their
literary productions. The book is dedicated to the Royal
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland."

The *“ Hindu" Madras,— “ \We are glad to acknowledge
the receipt of a neat little volume entitled “ A History of the
Classical Sanskrit Literature " from Mr. Krishnamacharyar,
MA, BL. The book is the first of its kind in Southern
India, and we must congratulate the author on his success-
ful adventure. Mr. Krishnamacharyar has, with remarkable
success attempted to emulate the learned scholars of Europe
whose researches in this line are too well-knoy3. This
book has now at last supplied the long-felt t among
the student population, who, we believe, will be not a little
pleased to find this book, We also heartily commend this
interesting book to those who may have a taste for the
Classical Sanskrit Literature.”

The *Englishman" Calcutta.—Mr. M. Krishnama-
charya, M A, BL, has written an interesting essay on Classi-
cal Sanskrit Literature, which professes to summarise the
results of the latest inquiries into Indian studies. Within
the compass of less than two hundred pages, the author has
certainly managed to compress a mass of information, lite.
rary and biographical of singular interest. The book is
appropriately dedicated to the Royal Asiatic Society, * as a
humble contribution to its admirable work of Oriental
Research,"” :

et i

The * Central Hindu
“A useful sketch of its sub

The “ Indian Review » —*“ This book comprises
a brief account of Sanskrit Literature in the various divi-
sions into which it falls, v, Epics, Puranas...... It is not
only a fairly exhaustive summary of the chief works in Sans-
krit with an account of the authors thereof, but is interspersed
with the views, criticisms, appreciations, &c., of the author,
no less than with those of various eminent scholars of Sans-
krit. It will be interesting to all having acquaintance with
Samkri&J It will be specially useful to the Sanskrit stu-
dents of dur Universities who have had hitherto no suitable
text-book on this subject.”

———

The “ Mysore Review.”— “ In this work the author
brought together much that is at present known about Sans-
krit Literature and its makers. A pretty long introduction
deals with the Vedic or the Pre-Sanskritic period also.
The book appears to have been specially intended for the
students preparing for University Examinations.”

A. A. MACDONELL Esq., M. A.,
Boden Professor of Sanskrit,
. University of Oxford.
“ 1 have glanced at different parts of your book and |
can certainly say that it has produced a very favourable
impression on me. You seem to have undertaken the work



4
in a rational spirit, without excessive partiality for mere
tradition. What you say about later writers ought to be
especially useful. I am glad to see so much is being done
in the South of India for the study of Sanskrit. You your-
self who are still so young have already done very creditable
work."”

—_——

SIR F. A. NICHOLSON, 1.C.5, C.LE,
Formerly a Member of the Board of Revenue,

MADRAS.
“l am extremely glad to seejyour little book and to hear
that it is so well thought of, as {t has been recommended as
University text-book : that is{ indeed an honor to have
achieved so early in life. [t skems very inler;&ng and
well-written. | am especially glad to see that you are one
of those graduates who are turning their knowledge to use-
ful effect : as you may remember, the old Court of Directors
established the higher education in order that knowledge
might * filter down to the masses.” Accept my best thanks
for your book and congratulations not only on its success

but on your ability to compose so capital a work.”

Stk GUROODAS BANERJEE, k.C. 1. E,
Retired Judge of the High Court
OF CALCUTTA.
“ I have had time only to glance over portions of the
book ; but from what | have seen, | may say that the book
evinces much thought and research and will prove vseful
to the students of Sanskrit."”

5‘

Tue Hon'sLe. Mk. SARADA CHARAN M

~ Judge, High Court,

CALCUTTA.

“ 1 have read with pleasure your book on the History

of the Classical Sanskrit Literature. It is full of interest-

ing information and shows original research in Indian
Chronology.” Ethn )

R..S. LEPPER ESO., M. Av“ 1.1 B
Professor of History, Maharaja’s College,
i TRIVANDRUM.
“ I have no doubt it will prove useful to students of the
subject .ad you seem to have taken considerable trouble
with it and have presented it in a very nice form and get-

up.)l
Revp. A. HEGGELIN,; s. J.,
Professor of Sanskrit,
St. Xavier’s College,

BoMBAY.

“ The book contains much that is good; you have
given the names and the works of many later poets, which
are not found in other histories of the S. Literature. The
reasons adduced by you for the priority of the Ramayana
over the Mahabharata are worth reading. So also your
summary of Vedic forms. The bock has other good pass-
ages and interesting remarks, which to enumerate would be
too long.”
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RAMAVATARA SARMA Esq, st.a,,
Professor of Sanskrit,
PATNA COLLEGE.
“ The little book is interesting and compendious. |
have gone through it. It is more readable than Weber and
contains more information than the corresponding portions
of Fraser and others.”

HARI MAHADEV BHANDARKAR Eso., M.A,
Professor of Sanskrit,
Wilson College,

Bompay.

“ The book gives in a small shape all inlorma%n about

the Classical Sanskrit Literature. It does reflect much

credit on you, especially as you say this is your first attempt.

Your work must be a useful guide to all scholars, engaged
in Indian literary research.”

BHASKAR RAMACHANDRA ARTE Esq., M.,
Professor of Sanskrit,

BakopA COLLEGE,

“ I have read many portions of your book with plea-

sure and [ think it will be very useful to our college

students. [t gives all necessary information about authors

and their times, which generally lies scattered in a few

books and journals not within the reach of ordinary students.
I wish you every success which it righty deserves.”

| TP PR it S

7
SADASHIV JAIRAM EsqQ., M.A.,
Professor of Sanskrit,
Government College,

JABBALPORE.
“ 1 acknowledge with great pleasure the receipt of a
very valuable book from you. [ consider it to be a very
precious present ..... The way in which yoa have handled
the subject is most creditable to you and useful to the
lovers of Sanskrit. Many modern writers of classical
poetry and prose, which are not mentioned in Macdonnel’s
for example, have been sketched out by you. In short, |

am very much pleased to have this book to read.”

K. B. PATHAK Esq., M.aA,,
Professor of Sanskrit,
Deccan College,
PoOONA,
“ Many thanks for a copy of your History of Sanskrit
Literature which is very valuable and interesting.”

GANGANATHA JHA Esq., M.A,,
: Professor of Sanskrit,

Muir College, ALLAHABAD.,

“ Many thanks for your very kind letter of the ist

Novr,, and for the very acceptable present accompanying

it. | have gone through your book and it appears to be an

excellent synopsis of all that happens to be known with

regard to the salient features in the History of Sanskrit
Literature.”
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K. RAMANUJACHARIAR Esq., M.,
| Principal,
Maharaja’s College,
5 VIZIANAGARAM,

Ly %@@&W ;ﬂ,«,mfw

“ May | offer you my congratulations on your having
made a good beginning and hope that you will continue
your labours which have been so far fruitful”

3 —_——
K. SUNDARA RAMA IYER EsqQ, ma,
Professor of History,
The College,
KUMBAKONAM,

“ Even a layman can acknowledge the vast gtent of
learning you have brought to bear on the work and its
absorbing interest as a survey of the ancient and mediaeval
Sanskrit Literature. | am sure it will be of much help
to students who take up Sanskrit for our University
Examinations.”
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