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Kadambady,
Negapatau,

The[Secretary to Government,

Fort St. George,

Miad v & s;_~

Sa

With reference to the interview you granted me on Zsfh'

March last, I write to inform you that on Friday, 30th March,

I had an interview with th Director of Public Instructicn,
The Hen'ble Mr. J.H. Stone. ' v .
Whilst asking me to send him a detailed account of my
qualifications that he might have it on record, Mr, Stone
held out very little hope of being able to give me *.suitable

work., There seem to be no collegiate posts vacant just now,

anqjthough there are two vacancies in the Inspectorate, these
are filled by-Subordinates whom Mr. Stone does not seem dis—
N 5 : i poeed to'transfer.'lprjindeed, would I wish to oust anyone ¢
el tmenis : i But the fact remains that here I am stranded in IndiaJnot
Ermitted to return te my WOTK g 2004, well-paid work too as

the accompanying letter will showgmand yet unable to find sult-

able work out here. Whet is worse, I may lose my post at
home altogether if I am absent much longer.

Therefore I beg that if neither the Education Department

e 7~ o Ty

ncr the Government can see 1-- its way to find me some suitable
employment in Indis, I may be permitted %o return to my work
at home before it is too late.

IxREARXEREXREXEURXEE

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Mr., Stone, containing

some account of my qualifications.
I have the honou: %0 be,

Your most obedient servant,

L M




-— ® ® and Gothic, and, in Juns 1813, was received as Master of Arts,
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3rd April 1917.

Dear Sir,

As you suggested at our interview on 30th March, I send
.‘k_“ A_ fessmsamn 5 a detailed account of my qualifications, &c. so that you may
have it on recerd for future use.

I went %o Cembridge - Newnham College - in Octcber 1903,
holdingthe "Mathilde Blind! Scholarship of that College,
awérded for proficiency in English, French and Letin. During
the years 1908 and 1907, being too young for Cambridge, I wae
at Glasgew University and followed the degree classes in
English, French, Latin and Germen in all of which subjects I
weas a prize winner, o

At Cambridge,‘I read for the Mediaeval and Modern \
language tripoes = French and English -~ and in June 1911 took?
= . }the tripos examination, gaining a first class in French and

|
a’. |a firet class with special distinction in English,

Thereupon, Newnham awarded me & research studentship

| with which I proceeded to London (University College) and

i worked there and at the British ygseum for the Master of

j Arts Degree of Londen University. My dissertation "The

‘ Scecte Vernacular Revival! was accepted, I passed the neces—

dary examinatione in English Literature, Old and Middle English

Then, not caring tc spend a year at a Training College
and preferring to get some teaching experience at first hand,

I took the post of Senior English and French Mistress at a

Westinibg County School, Merionethshire
where I remained fér:ﬂfﬁfif;lfif'

I resigned this post on being offered a very interesging
novel and,incidentally, well-paid journalistic billet, i.e.,

% that of Advertisement copy-writer to.Messrs. Lotus Ltd.,
Stafford. I have been with this firm ever since not cnly

writing all their advertisements, but also writing and




3 ;/
editing their fortnightly house-organ and acting as confi-
dential Secretary to their Advertising Manager. ﬁx

In Octcber 1916, in consequence of a slizht breakdown,
I took six months' leave of absence and came out to India
to visit my brother, Now, when my breakdown is over and
my leave is up, Government refuses me & permit to return
Heme end I am more or less stranded in Indie, deprived of
any means of livelihced, :

In these circumstances I am endeavouring to turn my
attainments to some account and will be glad tc hear from
you if you have f;y work in the least suitable, either a
a collegiate post - lecturing, teaching, tutoring or the
like - or a post as Inspectreses of Schools,

For either sort of work I may say that my advertising
experience should stend in good stead. Though not pre-

cisely academic, it has given me a good working knowledge

of human nature and made me falrly adaptable.

Yours faithfully,
(sd) M.G. Alexander.

The Hon'ble

Mr. J.H. Stone,
Director of Public Imstruction,

Madra s,
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Proposing miss 1M.G. Alexander for a te
W Mo adnay Ea@%‘—, oY Wormen
LeeturerLon Hs. 300/- per mensem for.a year from lst July 1917.
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Feom (%ame) :

(@wi‘}watiow) DIRZGTOR.-OF. PUBLIL. - ITUSTRUCTION

Fo The Secrebary to the Soverwiment of Madzas,
: @apaztmewt.

( BDUCATION)

miss M.G. Alexender has applied for & post in the
a

She is/\very exceptionally well qualified

Adueca

Jlady as her letter to me, of which you have & copy in

G

- 1780, shows.

hieh she could be
R 2
ng to 7.e17/\the opportunity

¥y . There is &t present no post fo
7

¢l
inted, but I am very

of adding to the staff of the madras Collepge Ffor Womeni & Tady

"he staff of the college will

ant qualit

o lLeeturers

consist next térm of in addition to the Principal

on Rs. 400/- per mensen and three

course lay

age teachers and a special Science Iutor.  Thig




staff in numbers a’c any rate does n@t compare

that of the Chrj stian Women S GoU ege. It is also the min*mum

‘,7«’ which can carry on the wofrk of the four classes taking & variety
»f subjects that we shall have next term, and in view of the

amount of inﬂiviﬁu&l a‘h*enfion that exnerience shows the girﬂ'*

o to require it s very aesirajnle t}lat something more than the

: minimun sho*zld he provided. There is 2lso always the possibility

of one or other brezulrlng 6own in which event her place could: it

_he supplied from among the ey;i.stlng» ofticers of the Department.

2 : S
j/ moreover if i

. the college would bes\?b“e to

g5 Alexander were. added to: the staf?

offer the Honours course in Znglish

= fo any student who wished fte take, it even if affiliation in
e -

Honours was not sought from the Universit‘y. Miss Ale‘xanqgrv
would also be quite competent‘.t'é) 'cja»ke'her share in the infier

collagiate work for Homours ‘fr—l English.:

o 'J\ I have the honour theréfore to propose 8 o shoulé

be offered & temporarJ POST | of .hecturer 90 2s. L’:OO/ from 1 1,,r

1st next for a year on the @e?inite understand*ng that 'she o*’*‘er
. 1nv01ve§ no promise of further Pmnlownent or if any other post

‘neing foun@ for hen. In ths sneoisﬂ circumstanees of the case -

I do not think that the sa"arv suvgested ig unduln J%ﬁ sl

i { 1 have the honou:g' to be, o

Sy i
obedient servant,
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. Hauteville 5 \KX

Ootacamund ,
7th August 1917.

26th July 1917, 1 asked you to defer £
recommendation of Nﬁss Alexander's appointment to the Queen
liary College because Mlss dela J:ley w&s%yvay and L felt that
- I could not Wlthout her help put the full case for miss
Alexander s employment. < Tt o : Froig
Since’l wrote first, two things hav,e; océurraﬁi‘v
In the .firét plaée the college results in the Intermedisate
ok very far below the level of last
.year. In the second we have lost a lady member of the staff
Miv’ss Guha who has left to take up the Headmistress—ship of
fhe scﬁool in Bez}gal fiom which she came. At present_l have
"bee'n obliged to su‘iabl:}\ ‘her pla.ge, with a ma&x:n s0 reducing t}fm
number of the female staff.
Moreover the enclosed letter from Hiss dela Héy
;puts the case for employing Miss Alexander :m much mc)r'a'

detail than I was able to supply. It is af the gre@;hgs‘s




‘7o

»
importance that the girls inm the college should compbiete 3

their degrees with as little loss of time as possible,

and I believe iriss Alexander's employment would very
materially contribute to this result. I know that the N
application looks like an attempt to f£ind & job for

Ifiss Alexsnder but I assure you that it is not so though

if Miss Alexander had not been ready to hand it is possible
that it might have been thought that the college must

nﬁnage }vi‘ch its present staffJ dfomen thoroughly qualified

for University work being still scarce.

..The Hon'ble :}Jiwan Bahadur K. Ramachandra Reo Avl.,
Seeretary to Government,

Homé (Hducation) Depertment, ,

Qotacamurid .

; s,
Yours sincerely, Q
¥
|
{
|
1
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& I have the honour to state t{xat sometime last term,
L Miss Alexander, with very high gueljifications in‘ Eaglisﬂ_,
applied for & post in this college. Although there is no‘
present vacancy on the stafr, it seems & pity that the services
of such & talented lady should not be secured for thé college.

there would be no difficulty in finding work for her to
do. 'The two Intermediate classes in English now number 51 and
39 respectively. fThese classes especially the I year would

" well bear division into two sections so &s to ensure the giving

* of more individual attention. Our success in the examination

Sof . 1916 was largely due to the individual care miss myeré and

; I had been &ble to bestow on the L Year students of 1914.

I submit that, if our reputation is to be maintained, we

\:\must either limit the numbers of our classes or strengthen our
\ 5
astaff. 1 would point out that the Women's Christian College

w-‘;’ ’has 1imited its numbers this year, in spite of having a staff

{of eight qualified ladies as compared with our s:.x.

miss Alexander could give tutorial classes to the B A.
students which would be of invaluable help. She n{igh—ﬁ also :
7 71 : undertake some lecturing for the university. TER :

1 ; Vi It is not, often that a lady of such high qualifications

“is available in India itself, especially at a time like Hhes &

present, and it might be possible that Government would see

their way to engaging her serva_:_ngﬁ, if the matter was 1aid before

them. ! o

* *
%

M85 Do
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