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Thé Sccrctnr; to fhd‘uovcrnment of‘Madrae

g Imieontiruation of thie Denrrtmnnt letter no.666

' Md ated-the ‘80th July 1817, I’ am dnanfed to forwx'd for

"7 1'7 informntion and' for "fevour 'of ﬁonmunlcrt1on to the gentlemen
who-have ‘been invited to ottend the Conference to be hcld
oA T at'Sinla on the 20¢thH 'and“21st of "Augusti 1917 “to consider the
R question:of: teaching Foglieh in eecondary schools, 10 copies
of the agende of ‘the Conferenge.
1 have the homour™ to Le,
Sir

Your moest obedient' servant,
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1. In discussi

; | carried out t
even t® a very high standard ; and there are others who would introduce the teachin
of English freely in the primary schools and at a very early stage. It is recognise

that under certain circumstances some instruction in the vernacular may be

. i of Engiah es o primary

schools. The Eresent purpose, however, is to leave such cases out of consideration
le, and to confine attention to the teaching of English in secondary

desirable even in university course in the early
as far as possi
schools and to the medium of instruction in those schools. The object in view,
therefore, is to see how far modifications in the present system may be effected so
that pupils may (a) obtain a better grasp of the subjects which they are taught, and

) complete their secondary course with a more competent knowledge of the English
i than at present. '

2. The first essential, therefore, is to understandh thm)tesent position which
varies in the several provinces. It ma
o b generally be said that a boy in an Englislz
vernacular secondary school begins to learn English as a language between the ages
of eight and ten and is taught all or most subjects through the medium of the
Englsh language from about the age of 13, some three or four years before the
university course begins (see the diagram opposite page 71 of the last Quinquennial
Review of Education in India). Those actively engaged with the administration
and work of teachirg, therefore, will be invited to explain the working of the system

obtaining in their provinces and to point out :—  «

(a) The stage when a pupil begins to learn English as a language.

(b) The stage when a pupil begins to receive instruction through the medium
of English. . ]

(¢) To what extent is the medium of English introduced gradually or not ¢

3. (a) At what period ina pupil's career should English be taught asa

@ £ language ? Is it better for him, from the

The teaching of English. pont of view of his ultimate mastery over

the language, to start its study at an early age or only to receive suth instruction

-

after he has been well grounded in a vernacular ?

(5) Do the younger pupils gui'n a satisfactory knowledge of English by their
instruction through the medmm of that langnage or do they merely gain a smattering
of incorrect and unidiomatic English ?

(¢) What is the general experience of those boys who have passed through the
vernacular middle course and then studied English at a high school ? How have
such boys distinguished themselves in the matter of English in competition with
those who have studied from an earlier period through the medium of English ?

(d) By what methods should the teaching of English be conducted ? Does the
present system attach too much importance to a knowledge of English literature as

inst the necessity of learning to speak and write the English language correctly ?
Should the teaching in the early stages be entirely oral or not ?

4. (a) To whatextent does instruction through the medium of a foreign language ~

(1) hamper the pupils in the acquisition
of knowledge, crushing their independ-
ence and originality of thought and instilling in them the necessity of cram as
the only means of learning, (¥) impose a burden on the teachers, and (ii7) tend

to the impoverishment of the vernaculars ? :

{») Do the pupils in a vernacular middle school, as a rule, acquire a better
knowledge and grasp of the ordinary school subjects than those of a similar age
who have been instructed through the medium of English ?

The medium of lgsunctlon.

t points of view. There are some who onldwuhto £
e&gm the medium of the vernacular
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