


NOTKS CONNECTED WITH THE RESOLUTION ON MATTERS OF
GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST.

(For the meeting of the 22nd May 1917.]

[Sumanci.— Appointment of a committee Jor the reconsideration of the
course of sludies in the high school depariment.

The Hon'’ble Mr. B. VeskaTAraT Raju :—

X VI This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the Government
be pleased lo appoint a commitiee for.the reconsideralion of the course of studies and the
grouping of subjects taught in the High Sehool department. :

Home (KpueatioN) DeparTMBNT.

By the term “ the high school department ”” the Additional Member apparently
refers to the three higher classes, viz,, the IV, V and VI forms, of a complete
secondary school. The courses of study in these forms and the subjects taught in them

G.0. 427, Educatioual, 21st July 1909, are regulaled by the sc}wmf’ for t.he

y award of secondary school-leaving certifi-

cates. Under this scheme the subjeets of study are divided into three classes A, B

aud C, the subjects specified in ** A" and *» B” being ordinarily compulsory, and

those in  C” optional. A public examination is held in the subjeets ineluded in the

*A"and “C” groups ; and as regards the subjects included in the “ B ” group, the

progress made in the school is the only test and beyond that there is no publie

exwmination in those subjects. There is a board counsisting of the Director as

President and of ten members (five officials and five non-officials) for cumluwtir:g the
publie examination and for affording advice on matters connected with the scheme,

2. Detailed courses of study are laid down under each of the subjects in the
*A”and * C” groups. No such courses of study have however been laid down for
the subjects iucluded in the « B » group as itis considered that * each school can best
judge of its capacity for efficiently teaching those subjects and frame its svllabus
accordingly .  The department has also published a pamphlet containing suggestions
for teaching the various subjects in seeondary schools.

9. The Additional Member desires that a committee should be appointed for the
reconsideration of the course of studies and the groupiug of subjects. At the meeting
of the Legislative Council held on the 6tl, February last the Hon’ble Mr. A. S. Krishna
Rao moved a resolution urging that « detailed and non-detailed study of the vernaculars
should be made compulsory throughout the school-final course. In that conneetion
the Director of Public Instruction pointed out that certain changes in the secondary
school-leaving certificate scheme were under consideration which had as their object
the giving of more prominence to the teaching of vernaculars and Sanskrit in the bigh
school classes and the lightening of the courses in other subjects. He then explained
that in the revision of these courses he had to take the opinion of experts in each
subject. Besides, there is the secondary school-leaving certificate board consisting of
representative educationists of the Presidency which can advise the Director in regard
to the revision of the courses of study and the grouping of subjects.

4. From the letters published in recent issues of the Hindu it appears that the
mover.of the resolution has addressed a cireular letter to the headmasters of several
high scliools usking for their opmnion as to the changes necessary i the secondary
school-leaving certificate scheme. It is also observed that the prevalent opinion seems
to be that it is too early to begin specialization of subjeets from the IV form, that
a regrouping of subjects is necessary m the high school coursé and that the eourses
of study tbrow too much strain on the pupils and that a lightening of the course is
desirable. It also appears that opinion prerails that the subjects now in the “ B
group in which there is no public examination are neglected. One of the reasons
which has aroused these eriticisms seems to be the restriction placed by the University
on the admission of the secondary school-leaving certificate holders to the Iutermediate
course —please see cutting from the Hindu of the 16th March 1917.

0. The file may, it is sulﬂtted, be sent to the Director of Public Instruction
u.0. for remarks.

8.K.—11-5-17.
N.E —1125-17. o
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~on these questions. Themtore!sts f the Uni :
- and they are watched by the four representatives of t

: The file may be sent to the Director of Public Instr _
' : .~ ., 0. RamaNuia ACHARIY

R. Mi;pulinu Quo;-lz-b- i

Orrick oF THE DIrkcror or Pusnio INsTruerios.

I am not confident that the resolution ought to be simply negahved. T“‘ e

eurricula have been revised with a view to lightening them in order to improve work.
in the vernaculars and Sanskrit and I lope the net result will be at any rate n?l:‘w
increase the strain of the examination My idea was to bring in the new curricula
next term. |f 2 committee were appointed, or the Board strengthened as the Honour-
able Member suggests to review the whole position, this would not be worth while

doing. The suggestions of the Trichinopoly Conference which 1 have marked with

red peneil are very mueh what I proposed to the board some time ago. They would
really involve however having another examination at the end of the V form, or as
{ I proposed after five of the present nine
There are practically three a year though the o0 and chiefly, if I remember ri :
certificate divides it into two. the board did not favour them for this
‘ reason. .
The secondary school-leaving certificate scheme has now been working for seven
years so there is a priori reason for overhauling it in the light of experience. 3,
I should be inclined to say that if tue Council was prepared for things to go on
as they are for the coming school year Government or I would appoint the committee.
The Honourable Member is likely to bring up the hard papers in the vecent
examination. If he does I am prepared to tell the Couneil that the marks for those
papers have been moderated with reference to the average in the subjects for the six
previous years. 1 should also say that the idea that the University members exercise
an undue influence in the board 1s a mistake. 3 :
Probably the Honourable Member would consent o this and bis resolution about
the board being discussed together and would withdraw that.

J. H. Sroxg—14-5-17.

Hoxe (Kpveation) DEPARTMENT.

The Director of Public Instruction is apparently in favour of the appointinent
of a committee to revise the secondary school-leaving certificate curriculum. Sub-
mitted that he may be asked to form one himself and submit its recommendations to
Government. Apparently the resolution is to be accepted. :

2. Orders are requested whether the resolution shonld be discussed in the
Executive Couneil and as to who should be in g¢harge of it. PR

3. His Excellency’s orders have already been obtained on the other resolution

relating to the secondary school-leaving certificate board. ‘The Director of Public
Instruction is to explain the position to the Additional Member and suggest its

withdrawal. ; : ;

» -

N.K.—15-5-17.

. ORIB5M
The Divector of Publie Instruction says the eurriculs have been revised. :
is also some difference of opinion between the Director of Public Instruction
~ board. With a definite curriculum for discussion, a committee if appointed
m mnoh ﬁm?,’ 5 : R Rar ¥ " ‘ “'_ ‘- P:‘(" 2 g Rh 0 e
For orders it the resolution is to be accepted.
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Extract from the Proceedings of an Adjourned Meeting of the Council of the
- Governor of Fort 8t. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws

and Regulations under the provisions of the A i
Geo. V, Ch. 61, e Act of Parliament. 5 & €

The Council re-assembled jat Government House, Oot;
Wednesday, the 23rd day of May 1917. use, Ootacamund, at 11 a.m. on

RESOLUTION RE A COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER THE COURSE OF
STUDIES IN THE HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.
B&ju'l"lm following resolution stood in the name of the Hon’ble Mr. B. Venkatapati
‘VIIL This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the
Governm:nt be pleas:; to appoint a committee for the re-consideration of the
course of studies and the grouping of subjects taught in th i
i Buliy ] ught in the High School
His Excellency the Pursipest:—* The H i
(/e resolutjonyNo. ST e Honourable gentleman does not wish

The Hor’ble Mr. B. Vesxaraparr Raju :—% With reference

; St to lut
No. VIII, the Hon’ble Mr. Stone has been kind enough to tell me that h:e?: ;o;gg
to consult the headmasters of schools in order to find out whether any change is

' « [sesi~f necessary in the matter of the grouping of subjects. If that be so, I do not

press the resolution because the appointment of a commitiee would prolon
: th
tter. 1 want it to be settled at an early stage. An early wnsultagon w%ll bz

= Dy %5 (S more useful than the i : 0 s
g' 1 e appointment of a committee. If this the vi
) Hon’ble Mr. Stone, I do not press the resolution.” 18 the view of the

His Excellency the Presipent :—“ If the Hon’ble Mr: Ston 1
3 : - e has given th
Honourable Member that assurance, I am sure he may be satisfied witkgn; th{:t.”e

The Hon’ble Mr. B. Vexgatararr Raju :—¢ Yes.”
withd nl:’hn.the permission of His Excellency the President, the resolution was

; R. A. GRAHAM,
Acting Secretary to Govt., L. & M. (Legislative) Depi.

MADRAS : PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, ‘GOVBmeT Plill.
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F‘]b'.l. L. C. Scheme aud the
e T U.im’ 4 ;.
| THE latest issue of the Fort st

and directions promulgated by the
Syodicate for the admission of 8, §. L.
0. holders to Colleges in the coming
academical year. In certain respects
these rules appear to be harder than
those in force lust year, This is parti-
cularly thq case in respect of English.
Last year it was held thatif a candi.
h.h'l marks in English at the public
examination or after moderation were
not less t]mh the Presidency average,
he would be eligible for admission into
a Gollop.!'!‘llll year, however, the
candidate’s marks should be at least 5
marks above the Presidency average,
though it is provided that in case the
Presidency average is 4) marks or more,
it would be enough that the candidate’s

Jects also, it is ruled that a candidate
should get 5 marks mbove the
Presidency average in one at least
of the two subjects, though, again as
in the case of Euglish, it is provided
that if the Presidency average is above
40 marks, it would be enough that the
candidate got 40 marks. Other pro-
visions have been made for pupils of
special aptitudes in particular subjects
but weak in other subjects also being
loublod to go up. For instance, if a
< ppil failed to get the required percent-

@ in any subject or subjects of Group
A or C, he might still be considered eli-

| George Gazette containg revised rules |

mark was 40. Asregards C group sab- |

gible for ldmlg? ion intoa College pro-
vided he obtained in the other subject,

of group A or C excess marks equal to |
‘twice the number of marks by which
‘he was deficient in the subject or sub-
Jjects failed in. It is said that last year
the Committee that sat to determine
*the eligibles’ from among the S. 8.
ers strictly applied the rule

to be declared ‘eligible '
»llia'ld have obhjn):od marks
nmmqe n all ik anbg
C groups and found
or 16 per cen oftu

and the optional subjects of Group
C was only the Presidency ‘average,
only 30 per cent, of the total number of
pupils went up. This year, hqw’_‘,
5 per cent. more than the Pres dency
in English and one of the ophgg&i
subjects is the qualifying minimum, sna
we should not therefore be surprised
if much less than 30 per cent. of
the total number of candidates were
declared -eligible. We have on more
than one occasion complained in these
columns against the stringency of* exa-
minations in this province and tlrg
measures adopted, consciously or ﬁm& :
consciously, to keep a large number .
pupils from the College classes. It s
not denied that High Schools have ofilate
become better equipped than before lpgj
that the quality of the teaching in them
has also considerably improved. And
yet we find year after year more than
70 out of every 100 boys coming ng:
for admission into the Umyersityé
courses of stndy refused it. This state!

of things will be toleratgd only in
India or perhaps only in qul‘a,ch.;,‘-

R
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2. Published at—

5. Daw~$&4 =L/

v ‘aee T s TRl ) . + 'ta Subba Rao of Rajahmundry hg  written
S.8.L. C. Public Examination. | ‘to you sbout the dificulty of the History
o apar, I hope you will also  allow me some
1 I Elt!e S$DA¢3 in your paper. :
& To o ofivoe.” . In 1911, when the new notorious S.8.L C
Tue Evitor oy tue INUL. i systemn was launched into being as an anti-
Sik,—Any onc who has seon the Ele- Aate against  the Matriculation, a- similar
meiitary Mathematics Examination Paper of | complgint was raised regarding the History
this year’s 8. 8. L. C. Public examination fpaper. If I roemamber right it was the Plan-
must have noted the sudden risein _the tagon-t period that was preseribod as the
istandard in that subject as compared with snecial portion and cariously enough almost
tha! of last yoir. The last five questions in Iall the questions were from outside the
ths paper containing twelve quostions, are on special portion. It was ra nonred  thai Mr.
Algebra and Geometry and they requiro a J.A. Yates M.A —then Principal  of the
clear knowledge of the properties of direct Kumbikonam College—had sct the paper and
tangonts, oxtoroal section of a straight jwhen a - History . teacher approached
line 10 a given ratio and rules for the {him with the complaint, he® denied
fru of simultaneous equations for pro- 'baving any band in it. This year
/| blems. It is a well known fact that students | also it is ramoured that the professor who
| who bave a specia] aptitude for Mathematics ' has set the History paper was lectursr in the-
take up Anlr’bu and Geometry as a C group | Honour's class, and evidently as he appears to
sabject a such stadents have a decid.d Have heen under the impression that the
advantagoe over their non-mathematies class- 8. 8. L, C. examination is a preliminary for
mates on account of the advanced study of | entrance  into the Intermediate class
'} Mathematics in the C group, No doubt ele- from which candidates leap into the
mentarymathomattios also covers a yood deal ' Honours course he has probably pur-
|of practieal Geomeiry and Algebry: poscly set a stiff paper. All this evil
yoi  the  conrse is  very  crowded 18 due to appointing examiners who are
. and the syllabus given by the S. 8. L. C. | not in tonch with the S. S. L. C. class and
! is very brief and hence very vague ! who consequently fail to appreciate the diffi-
| The students are gnorally taken through a culty of the students. They have almost
: groat mass  of geometrical and algebraica! made it a rale that no outsider is made an
! nically as they cannot clear!r Honours Examiner. Almost all the Honours
‘understand the rationale by which the me examiners are lecturers in the Honours
thods have been deduced and the processs class. Otherwise the’ candidates will feel
can be remembored. I[n addition to the want great difficulty. - When this is the case with
of a definite and elaborate syllabus and in | Honours students, it is still more imperative
l addition to ths erowding of a large nunher to sce that no one who is not in touch with
of subjects like Arithmetic, Algobra, the S. 8. L. C. class is made an examiner.
{isomelry, Graphs and Mensuration into one ' Weare at a loss to know how the Board
& ! coirse and one subject, the flactuating allowed this year’s History paper {to pass so
standrds sot up by examiners ia elemontary | quietly ! ! Surely when such unnecessarily
mathematios year after year createa mystic stiff papers are set, and when such provoking-
awo amony the young students. In 1915 the | ly absurd publications as the precious ‘ Life, |
Presisl moy average was 32 while last year it | Light and Cleanliness.”” are prescribed as
rose to §2 And this year the average mast fall | S. 8. L. C. text—books, one is left to surmise
cousideral'y from its value last year. The if the anthorities are not experimenting at
8.8 L C. Board must see that the same | the cost of innocent students. What remedy
standard is maintained year after year and | i% there for us ¢
nunddu change must be preceded by a In this country, the value of agitation is
! sullivicutly lonz notice given to the heiwd- well-known, and the best that one can do is
masters and assistants. To safeguard the to write a few letters to the press by way of
intorcs's of really elementary wmathematics . protest. We may request the examiners to:
: studonts, I suzgost that the averaze of the be lenient in valuing the papers, but they,
VA o ' marks obtained in elementary mathematics have to take instruction from their ‘chiefs’
: . ¥ | by all those students of tha Presidency who and who knows what the ‘chiefs’ will do ?The
bave uot take up  algebra and geometry whole thing amounts simply to this, namely
and r C p. be taken as the minimum for that a few paople lord it over innocent candi-
such stodents. I this method is not feasibls dates. Heaven alone knows when we will be
in practice, I sugest that 3) per cent or five rid of such a ridiculons and §provoking state
Mmrh :lowbl_he; pfu_i-lolnc\ average of all of affairs. ‘
uts, whichever is lower in any parti- A Friexp orF e S. 8. L.C. 8 NTS.
cular year, be taken as the minimuam for non- -[?:,',.!{‘\,:-.\N; rgmn K ne ru?z\r
'mathematics students while tho present ( : -
misimum may ba retained for the specil
mathematics stadents. '
ANX M. A, Or THREE VEARS
» EXPERIENCE.
. 11
| - To rne Evrror o¥ Tz “Hixno.”
- SIR,—If the severity of the rules pab-
lished by the Syadicate of the Madras Uni-
sity re-admission 1nto Colleges, is regard-
axtremely uaj istiiable stidl wmor2 unjus-
fiable * 18  the severity of some

~ the 8. 8. L. C. Examiners and - their
B i ; towards the young can-
Vhon some of my S.8.L.C. friends
to po‘ttpg&!* the a
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'

S. S. L. C. Scheme.
e 1

To Tae Eorror or tae “Hisvu."

Sir,—At a Special Meeting of the Secondary
School'Headmasters and Senior Assistant of
the Godavari Distriet, held at Cocanada on
Saturday last, it was unanimously resolved
that a memorial Be submitted to the 8. 8. [..
C. Board about the exceptionally high
standard of the English History paper of
this vear. It was farther decided to request
the University Committee fo mitigate the
barshness and stringency of the recently
issued rules regarding ‘the admission of
students to University courses of study. It
is gratifying to note that the heads of the
educational institutions in this district have
taken a step in the right direction and 1 hope
that the Headmasters and assistants of the
other dmm_cu will follow suit  If memorials
are submitted from all districts in the
Prosidency, the voice of the teachers must be
be heard against the 8. 8. L. . Scheme
where under the interests and aspirations of
the students are sacrificed and crushed and it
will be hard for the powers that be to
refuse to listen to their united demand.

In this connection 1 should like to draw
the attention of the teachers to the impe-
rative necessity of suggesting constructive
measures in order to avoid a recurrence of
lbn‘y-r'l.nnhnppy and unpleasant state of
affairs. Unless certain radical and snbstan-
tial changes are made in the 8. 8. L.C.
Scheme as regards History of England com-
plaints will surelr cropup vear after year.
I shall bricfly indicate some of them. Text
books for detailed and non-detailed study, |
source books and hooks for extra reading
must be prescribed. The History syllabus
which is vague must be modified so that it
may be definite, clear, and’certiin. What

18 require correlation with Indian
History should he clearly and specifically
stated. The chief examiner must be one whn
‘is tharonghly conservant with the needs and
requirements of the Sehool Final Class. One
who is actually handling the subject in the
class is highly preferable. In the question
paper which must be discnssed in and pass-
ed by the Board., the difference between
delailed and non-detailed portions should be
appreciable and visible. Questions which
involve the oxercise of some special
skill or talent in answering should never be
made compulsory.

All the changes above indicated can be done
| easily if the present personal of the Board is
{ changed. Rightly or mnfly opinion pre-
| vails among allarge section of responsible edu-

cationists of light and leading that the S.8.
L C. Board is dominated and domineered
aver by the apostle of Beowulf and the Gothic
Bible. We want in the Board men of inde-

‘mndeut-‘d studied views who flinech and
falter not to express the same boldly and |

. Only substained and strenuous
‘agitation conducted on business lines and in a
‘bus way can give us what we desire.

- PALEPU VENKATASUBBARAO. R.A. LT, -
RasanMuxpry, April 11,

1L .
—— AR, L
MITOR oF TRE “ Hixpul”
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the science-masters, by his  instruction&] in
equipping their laboratory. He kept steadily
in view the aims:—to train students fo solve
problems by simple experiments, to work
accurately and with a elearly defined .
and fo reason from  observation.
ments which required more than a =i ]
hand were not given. Such a state of thi ‘;
seems to have come to an end. :

In the present year’s paper (Physies theory)
there is neither direction nor fore t.
The questions are either too difficult or too
easy. Question X on Electricity—** Given
a battery, a metre-bridge, a Tangent Galvano-
meter, a resistance box, how would yon
measure the length of a coil of insulated wire
withont unwinding it ?”’—involves a know-
ledge not only of the use of the metre-bri‘ﬁ
but also of the number of the wire, of the
material of the wire and of the resistance of
the wire. The latter particulars, an electri-
cian alone is expected to know. Probably a
science-master who has himself prepared a
resistance box for class demonstration, may
know them. Further comment is needless.

Question XI—the action of an electrie-
bell-may probably find a place in some ele-
mentary science question paper. This is too
trivial |to havea place in an advanced
Physics paper. What tha object of the
examiner in framing the question is, passes
one's undersftanding as ith does uoft c!llllt‘i)?’:
any spirit of inquiry on the part of the i

do not know whether the examiner will
be satisfied with this answer to question IX
{a) covering the bar-magnet with iron-filings
and noting the depth to which iron-filings,
cling. If so, the answer is not accurate and
does not promote sound reasoning from
observation. If a puorely scientific method
based on oscillation, or on Law of inverse
squares, is expected of a student, then the
standard expected is very high.

In question VI, would it not be a great
convenience to have mathematical example
in type ? Will not a sum enable one to !
out the true merits of a boy ? The method
of questioning upon a principle and giving a
rider underneath, seems to me to be a correct
and sensible one; why then should there be a 'l
novel departure from the timehonoured past ?

In practical Physics in the morning paper,
the directions given to special superin-
tendents were neither exact nor-complete.
Again there is want of fore-sight in
the question paper. The exercises were not
of the same difficulty though most of thqi
were verbatim copied out from the oid ql:;:;i_J
tion papers with strange groupings. 2 metres.
of German silver wire or Platinum wire leq‘
than Im. m. thick, 1 know, most of the labora-
tories had not. But will not a copper wire of
the same dimensions that can be had locally,
serve the purpose ? to find the length of the
wire without unwinding it ?

Again a student is asked to find the resist-
ance of given four pieces of wire in 3 hours
with a johm. coil. What is the length of the
wires ? What 1sithe diameter of the wires ?
What must be their resistances ? No instrue-
tions were given to the special superintendents
on these points. Evidently the examiner has
totally ignored the conditions for obtaining
the best result—the equipotential point being
near the centre of the scale. T if the
ratio of the two parts is greater S

md result can be obtained, has not
n  borne in  mind. Are  the
science masters expected to give wires of

ch | , diameters ete. as will give each
e 3 Those who

ions bearing cu the pendulam, ete,
no;n:om con?oh time. 1
e year's pn ‘paper, h
' been aimed at ? If so, why
essary to dissolve 50
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elative densitios of liquids? Will not pure

_ ; 'mﬂuﬂo be a ﬂ? substitute for nihe-—pn 4

| ‘& very costly chemical. /|

’ The Gn-{lty theory paper is no doubt a

" :mM' is ‘°'u g

| exactly v 0 -

' site. " Most or exercises invol.:o’d pt':'ooj

= kinds of operations—first a separation of |

mixture, and then identification of some -

' gases ole. The Chemical operations such as |

| solution filtration, evaporation, took upa
| lmh!zorﬁo- of the time of the boys, 80 much

. s0.fno mwplcﬂmemiummb:lmb *
wo through satisfactori y second half of the

exercises. 8o they bad to indalge in wild !

©0 and guesses. Some o iments |

¥ebi required more than one busztpuuing |

n over the heated residue in a |

i
i

the second question in the

two batchies. The whole experiments would

hhmdmm' than 24 ho&r: ineluding the tin;o

requi or putting apparatos away. [t |

might bea locture table experiment. 8o it

had to be omitted by boys. ‘

| Itishoped thatin the valoation of the

' science papers due weig(l:l would be attached |
to the points raised above and that in the |
drawing up of practical paper hereafter, the ‘
examiners would take into consideration the [
limited scope of the High School laboratory, |

the mnge of knowledge of the boys, and

above all, the standard expocted of them by

i the syllabos.

! PRIV

! Taxaony.
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and over specilizati
cing quality to goantity. from
the formation of habits of exact th g
correct and direct expression, in the h
to stuff students’ mind with
ends of undigested and illassimilated
mation. He was of opinion that
achange would tend to the er
of all the evils in the system, but to
efficie the services of the

. yR S s 3 ronrodvby/ the head-masters by holding
- e Eas e Lsn ' inducements such as liberal scale of pay,
o ' | sion, provident fund etc. They should
such an atmosphere of trust and ¢
“u wonld'r:liot\:! the lElet' t:tf allf sties
rmcnding 1s future. e statug of % =
r ised if he is to ?de_'o yjse
persopality “and awaken enthusiasm et wo
with a sense of the element of persénal
the pupil. The failures arise mostly )
neglect of this all important factor. The
best teachers and the most highly paid amou
the staff ought to be given work in the
form. Pupils who negleet their opportunit
in the 1V Form will seldom pass
8. 8. L. C., just as those who are not g1
;?od start in English and the groups in
irst University Class will hardly ever p
ceed to the degree. SNy
| The Secretary then read out a _ letter
the Inspector of schools regretting his inab;
lity to attend the Conference. :

Lahs RESOLUTIONS.
“:: this HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION.
ta The following resolution were then

ed: ;

“That this Conference views with

ing number of students left adrift

Eig'city in private hotels without p
pervision for lack of sufficient hoste
modation for them in schools and colleg
is therefore proposed that (1) An apy
made to schools and colleges for exte
their hostel accommodation. (2) An ,
made to the public for the establishment
healthy students homes and a committee
the following gentlemen pames (om tec
appointed to make the appeal and
report to the Association (as ear!
h{e) 3 of stud:
a

The number nde:

t in private hostels for’
: ion be formed into

s
‘That, (a& in the
p gm V_otmbiioh_be
-~ » 0 syllabus
S5.1.C. Board to.be w
Headmasters of High Sche

ohade o dd AL L L dy £ 08 A
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nndmingnvhwn. This found fa
the opinion of the majotity udm
puudond the Resolution ru
+ it 1 Committee consisting of
ing gentlemen with power to add io
ber be formed to place before the cor
vincial Educational Conference at Cudda
| the urgent need for the reform of S. ‘g
Scheme on lines suggested by the Rese
tions passcd at the Conference of Ap
and if needbe. to form an indey
deputation to wait upon the E
authorities and press the n
‘reform upon them:—Messrs. S.
Odayar. 8. K. Deva

‘CommerciaL Enucnnﬁ :
Wlthn;itet'h:omuam:le cope f
- diffiasion 8
India this Confo
while thanking the Gove
fnmenofﬁas BLE e
ney for the inclusion of
mb)euts in the 8.8. L. C. sy
that the Govern tlnd the. 3
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To g Evrcor or tue “Hixpu."
.

" S!'l..‘-l—'.l,‘tbo eolumi:- of om;' v::'luble I:aily
are pressing edneatio roblems
of the day—particulsrly of the Ma 8. 8.
k a&m‘:mh On this ooeui;u:h the re-affir-
i ‘mation the n-.dog:ion of the resolution
f of the 1richinopoly ncational Conference
! on the modification of the scheme as a whole,
in significant. Their resolve to press their
gr:pouh once again before ‘the Provineial
weational Conference at Caddalore and to
wait in a deputatian on His Excelléncy the

Governor and the Director of Public Ins rue-

tion, marks a step forward and the begimnin

- of\vhoroup propaganda to focus edueationa

! &nb ic openion on this much-talked-of ques-
! My motion, as the humble represen-

tative of the Tnd;mupols District Teachers'
Conference in the Nellore Session of
the South Indin Teachers’ Union, for
the consideration of the  recom-
; mendations of the scheme as & whole, failed.
! and this year, we propose to bring them up
.pin at Cuddalore. Ibe s2id recommenda-
tions have boen re-printed in the ‘Hindu' of
the 19th instant onder the proceedings of the
TrichinopolyConference held on the previons
day, and we respectfi lly invite the thought-
i tion and attention of our brother
teachers slsewhere, so as  to arrive at a defi-
nite conelusion at least this year, and to pro-
sent our proposals before the constituted
authoritios, with the united voice of theSouth
India teaghers. The time is most opportune
for modifications of the scheme in many pae-

ticulars. 4
We believe in

(]
’
3

wholesale recoustruc-
tion but nmot in piecemeal legislation.
This will be evident in the re-grouping of
subjects and in making adequate provision
for a scheme of general culture and partial
specialisation preparatory to the University
and to public life. What are the recommen-
dations wade piece mgal till now ¥ (1) Verna-
cular is net in the compulsory group; Sanskiri
or a classical language shounld be treated as
a verpacular ; Transiation and Composition
is not a substitutegfor formal and serions

of one'sown mother tongue; (2)

stu
o ']n:fhh History is not compulsory and a
arg by of hy

hody of ils go ap without an ele-
mentary knowledge thereof; the knowledge
} of historical background is a “‘sine quonon"’

! to the study of set books in English Litera-
} ture jendian History 15 in the neglected
group ; the two histories should be united
a:loonohnd (3) Elementary Science is in
: neglected group ; it is not definite ; it
“includes all sciences under the sun ; (4) Phy-
sics and chemistry should be combined as one

: t difficulty 1s felt in the interme-
g:' te. (5) Elementary Mathematics should be

PR e i —

Er——

given a separate average for Mathematics and
‘non-mathematical students. (6) Specialisation
18 too at the end of the IV Form
; but regrouping of the subjects into
five and making them compulsory in
ﬂu'ﬁ 'orm will be only the restoration of
the rigid old Eatriculation with the complete
‘elimination of pupils personal tastes and
preferances and aptitudes. (7) The S.S.L.C.
18 primarily 1ntended to benefit the large
‘ of pupils who stop away with the
Seto! course, and hence the ‘‘School
not be  subordina

ha . _‘.!::.n
d not be \

———— . S——— ——

the Secondary course and Examination, =
well recognised by the people and the Depa
ment by the introduction of technical
jects in the School course, should not be
disturbed. It is again admitted on all bands, |
by teachers and even by the Department that
the strain on the Secondary school pupils is
already great, that it will be greater but for
the saving situation ef the B group subjeets,§
and that the inclusion of any subject as
compulsory additional sabjeet in any m‘
cannot be done without adding to the in
and without a rearruingement. The Trichino-
r poly Teachers’ Conference recommend
| general education till the end of the V Form
| and a partly  specialised education in the
VI Form with two languages and a simplified |
optional group consisting of either technical |
or University optional subjects. There is to
be no public examinativn at the end of the V.
Form course and the teachers are given
the much-desired freedom. General cul-
tare is secured to a sufficient i
without the omission of l[important sub;m_
of general knowledge. The arrangement of
optional groups is intended to suit the
grouping of subjects in the Intermediate and
1t is. expected that there should be a con- |
siderable reduction in the extent
intensity of the present syllabus so
students in the Intermediate course ay
begin where they had stopped in the VI
Form ; it also provides for a student  who ]
wants to enter life after the school course is
over : it also allows specialisation to begin in
the VI Form which may, in a way, re-
garded as a preparatory class to the Juniqﬁ
Intermediate; if, of course, implies that
| satisfactory progress in all sabjects in thef‘
{1V, and V Forms is insisted on before
| granting promotions to boys'. These |
recommendations are clear, and with only
one consolidated entry of marks at the end 5
of the V Form .course in the School, and
term entries in the VI Form the school mark- o
ing and the S.8.L.C. record of 21 pages will
be considerably minimised and simplified.
The above recommendations represent only. 3
the sum total and the co-ordination of piecemel
recommendations made by different shades of
public opinion. The Mysore University re- 4
duced one year's study in the Intermediate s
- and tacked it on to special preparatory classes
in High Schools. Our recommendation aims
at cutting down one year of the High School
course-the last year of the course and keeping
it as the preparatory class.Formerly the High
School course was only two years. We ma¥
keep up to it and devote the additional year
for special study without lengthening the ~
HighSch9ol course or reducing theUniversity 2
course. The printed memorandum of the
Trichinopoly' Cenference has been before the
public; it represents the united opinion of
several Headmasters of very big HighSchools |
and the large body of teachers in the District
They expect serious consideration of their
'recommendations xmgther support or criti-+|
ciam at the hands cf other Educationists
Teachers’ Associations and thea}mblic of this
Presidency. It will not do to fight
shy of the magnitude of the scheme as a
whole; but the question must be threshed |
‘out either in the Committee stage or in open
conference at' Cuddalore and s perfeect
'unanimity of settlement must be reached to
submit the united representation of educa-
tional public opinion to the authorities in time
and to secure suitable modifications in the
'Secondary School Course. Sl

-
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a;q-h connection with : "h

bR

| offer sugges 8 B our
.deal

nion, '?gd {o I: &as in modifying

n on the student population. These
gestions, we are sure, would also enable
the to do r justice to the sub-
jeots entrusted to :im. by giving him ample
to deal with them in the best way he
ean, since they would relieve him of much of
the work now thrust npon hir.

* To start with, the ping of the subjects

)

py & prominent position iw
the system of our .ducation are relegated to
a secondary pocition and thus fail to receive
the atiention = they deserve ; while others
which may.safely be assigned a subordinate
position occapy 8 prominent place and thus
receive an undue attention. Agmin, the l
of specialisstion in a subject when
student is not in a position to think for
himself mostly ends /in disappointment and
that when it is too late to think of a ehange.
Last but not least is the variety of subjects
crowding the currieutl:ung only to imdﬂ:;
strain on the ns, from yearen
Am‘ to this is the marki
ich does more harm than good hoth'
cher and the taught. It inter-
much with the teacher’s legitimate
thus forces him to have recourse to
culated to reduce such interfer-
minjll.num. To this 'e::&:be
“Test pa " of a |
8::. mny. in & way,
ject of the er, it has also a
-ﬁ:’. effects are felt most by the
the point of view of the student
ta ““test paper”on some
While trying to drive out
mh: has thus brought in

|

2ii
.ségﬂa

i

",

!
;

T
it
EE Pl

g

7
g

thing we' to suggest is
the ru:.oddli F‘:l‘l the whole system
on the following basis. ere must be three

&TA :—English and  Vernacular or

Frp e e i Mathems tics,
and Gmnm;hy. and Elemen-

! C:—A.Ig(;bn. & Qmmo:{.. Pllg:.z
world

?

g’%&

perobay oo Bl ) Si':;m;iwl

wmust be brought in as a
'dBiilidﬁovqryone of the
to onnhnu in all the
Group B in the fourth
and Group C only in the

course ‘the present
~down. £ 04 &

—a detailed knowledge of all the periods may
‘be safely expected in the sixth form ; e
under Elementary science a little of Physics,
Botany, Physiology and popular Astronomy
may be expected. The standard of knowledge
in Elementary Mathematics may be put down
as somewhat approximating to what is found
in the text book on the subject by Messrs.
Seshu Iyer and Venkatasubbayya ; and tha;,
in the subjects under Elementary Science may
be only such as will enable an inary
average Graduate to handle them ‘all, withe b
any help from the respective s 1
Assistants, Lo

All the subjects under Group B need not
be handled throughout the year. The School
year being conveniently divided into three
quarters. (1) July to September, (2) October
to December, and (3) January to April, the
three subjects may  be assigned each toa
quarter. : ¢ < 4

This will iessen the unnecessary burden on
the young brains. There must be periodical’

| examinations, written as well as oral, at the

end of each quarter. For the purposes of
promotion to a higher class the studeuts must 3
be required to have seored not less’ than the
average marks (if the average falls below
35 per cent) or not less than 35 per cent (if
the average is  higher) in all the subjects
under Group A and in at least one subject’
under Group B, there being not less than half
the minimum in the remaining sn Hjectss
There need not be marking system in all
three forms.The three results of the periodical
examinations may be entered in the S.S.L.C.
certificates—the average of the . first two
quarters for the first term and the percent-
ages of third quarter for the second term.
If necessary, the marking system may be
safely brought in the sixth form, where there
will be ample scope for it. 1
The working hours of the school may also
be modified with advantage, there being 5
Tuesgny

' periods of one hour each on Monday,

Tharsday and Friday and 2 periods of the
same duration on Wednesday and Saturday.
In the fourth and fifth forms, English and |
Vernacular (or sanskrit) may each be alloted |
Y hours a week and the subject under Group
B, only 6 hours, In the sixth form we may
see that the subjects nuder Group A, claim:
between them 16 hours aad those under group.
C. 8 hours, remembering that all tne subjects,

in this elass are o be handled throughout the

TirvPaTI, Arkij 26,

Year.

These are some of the suggestions we have
ventured to put  forth, with a hops that
others in ‘the line may come forward 1th
theiwr own, so that wé can arrive at a ‘some-
what definite ‘system comprising of the best
from each source. | : .

K. KRISUNAMACHARYA,
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‘ U T e To THE EDITOR 'OF THE “HIixpu ™
g Y W 1 S1r,—The following resolutions were - l’
H ', 1 ed by the Vizianagaram Teachers’ Aus:ci;%!u . T8
X P e MAS Y under the presidency of Mr, M. Venkataran- :
§ 2k , To Tae BEoiTor oy rar “Hinou. Fayya M.A., chiefly, in response to a circular I'i
; B Sl e o (oo Ao bo etter from the Honerable Mr.B.H. Venkata. = { /]
o certain questions sent toseveral Headmasters pathi Raju. T i
- of High Schools by the Honorable Mr. B. This Association recommends : :i
: Venkatapathi Raju . A., . L., High Court L That there be only two groups in the iz
< e | 1| Vakil, Vizagapatam, regarding the 8. 8. L. C. 8. 8. L. C. scheme, the compulsory and the
!' scheme of studies - — optional and there be taught no sabjects in .
% * Resolved that the following answers to his which there i8 to be po public examination,
3 questions, and  suggestions be sent to the Further under group A (compulsory) be
' Hon'ble Mr. B. Venkatapathi Raju, 8. A, B.L. taught (i) Euglish;i(ii) Elementary Mathe-
, High Court Yakil, Vizagapatam. maties (i11) Vernacular text and grammar,
Q. 1. The present grouping is not satisfac- (iv) Elementary science, Geography and
tory. The grouping may be as follows, so as to Indian History and under optionals, History
be in harmony with that in the Intermediate of India and Civies be added to the present
g, ' i " The syl
A. Grour. XL e syllabuses being proportio .
Eoglish and & Second Language (Telugu, lightened, physics and “hemi»*trg' bgcoml?i?lgg
'l'nmt\‘. Kanarese, Sanskrit, &c., &c.,) ! iato one subject. g
i N. B. Two papers in the second langvage as TIL. The courses of stady be considerabiy
in Eaglish. 1, Test proper; 2. Composition and lightened and be made very definite.
Transiation; or, Translation alone, from and IV Ouly two esay books in good modern
| . to Sanskrit, in the case of Sansknit Students. ,bﬂi{llﬂh,be prescribed for non-detailed study
‘ B. Grour. in English and grammar he taught chiefly in
. ). Elementrry Mathematics; 2. Elementary connection with books prescribed for detailed
. Science; 8. Geography; 4. Drawing; 5. Physical study and be systemalised ; vernacular being
Traiming. made use of whenever necessary.
C. GroUP. V. That the questions on the non-detailed
History Group ;—English History and text book be included in second paper (those
ladian History. ( Examinations to be confined |’ in the first paper keing confined to the detail-
to special portions.) ed text 'books and language).
Other subjects may be grouped as at present { VL The syllabuss in elementary mathe-
B Q. 2. Syllabus in Mathematics and Science :mnucs he lightened. A comimttee of six
may be lightened. | mathematies graduates was appointed to
., 3. There are too many text-books in | | dru_w up the syllabuss.
1 English and Vernacularat present. A few { VIL Taeresult in each of the subjects
5 text-books may be done in detail. separately be determined by a consideration’
: Q. 4. Grammar to “be taught asa soparate of the boys getting either fixed mininum or
“’ subject. Only as much grammar as is the presidency average in that subject, which-
| neoessary to avdid fanlty language may be ever may be the lower in that subject for the
tanght, year.
Q. 5. Vide answer to Q. 1. _VIII. The following minima be sccepted:—-'
1 Q. 6. The system of .determining the re- | Under compulsory subjects (i) English 35
| sults by the Presidency gverage is more | percent. (1) Elementary mathematies 30
desirable than that of fixed winimuom. In percent. (iii) Vernacular tex and grammar 30
w case 4 candidate fails fto obtain  the Pre- per cent. (iv) G.neral konwledge subjects
- | sidency average in any subject, he may be (ie.) Indian History, Geography and Ele- °
declared to be eligible for College Study, mantary Science 30 percent. under optional
provided balf the sum, of his class marks and subjects. ’
' = 9 his Public Examination marks, comes up to - (1) One subject 35 per cent. (ii) the other
| the Presidency average. subject 30 per cent.
. ‘ Q 7. The standard of Examination papers | IX The rale of getting five marks above
3 varies from year to year. The examiners | the Presidency averages in English anda
i ought to be only those who are eongaged in subject of the ‘‘C’ group be abandoned and
‘ [ the actual teacuing of the subject in the High'® | eflllalit)_' of treatment with  regard’
’ School Classes. to deﬁcw““h:)emg made good, be accorded
3 1 Copies of Instructions given by the | alike to all the subjects in a group. Further
chief examiners to the assistant examiners in the actual deficit alone be arequired to be
each subject ought to be sent to all schools made good.
3 ! along with the 8.8.L.C. Report. g X. That there be two presidency aver-
‘ i Q. 8 A Commission to be appointed to ages struck in Elementary Mathematics ofib
. - . enquire into the defects of the present S.S.L. for the boys that take up Algebra?and
. C‘%ysw.u. The Teaching Profession  should Geometry under optionals and the other for
: be&a;ge'll(y represented in thfe gommlsslon. th%xiest.'l )
‘ . 9 The present rates of Fees are very XI. The present system of ing
bigh. Reduction is highly desirable. Percen- the marks be discontin{xed at oncemodemtmg
| tage of scholarships to be raised. XII. That the question papers be strictly
GENERAL SUGGESTIONS. confined to the syllabuses, instructions issued
1. The *Compartment System must be by the board and the department and be tarity
: e R : set witha' view to ascertain whether the
| 2. The course of studies of the Intermediate | extionals of a sabject have been understood
to be modified so as to suiythe scheme of or not.
| studies in the 8.8.L.C, G . YO XIII. That the chief examinersineach .
A, Raxcgaxata Row, subjact shall be selected from those that are
9 Secretary. directly connected with the actual teaching
D. H. H. SciooL TEACHERS' of the subject in Secondary Schooha':s
: - ASSOCIATION, ~ :hgf, ::’; '1“"““”05“!’9; s b‘;lﬁntliy passed by
UPATI, APRIL 26. RN composed of college lecturers
Tll. ' . Secondary Schoolmasters in the ratio ','3%;

£ examiners shall be invariably selected fr
: |among  the teachers in - Secondary
o ; _ \Schools and that the claims of each institution
; /in consi In making the selection. No

one to three; and that * the assistant
n
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toacher is to be given a socong chance before

the claims of other eligible
satisfied. i

XIV. That the 8.8.1,.C. beard

80 asito consist of the president @

teachers are

be enlarged
x-officio, four |

offivial mbers and g §
oo cir;?: reprosentative from

elected by th fF,
Betrovis in e birohs | AL

XV. Thata thorough enquiry

by a committee of ten persons of

of the l!iqb}

be institoted

are te be officials two Indian non-official
members of Legislative Council and five,

Heoadmasters,
XVIL That the system of

compartments er groups be adopted,

XVIIL. Thbat school foes be

passing by

lowered and

that the deficit exactly be made good by
grant-in-aid from provincial funds,

D. V. Jagax

NADHAN,
Secretary.

T R T TN



%

-

CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS.

DEPARTMENT,

~ Torne Eprror ov tak “Hixpv.”
“:m.—llny‘d the o:ﬂl that form matter
' n

a:ﬁﬂ R iy, dirai
g #re, In my opinion, directly
fis to the fact that from the old
Matriculation

to the new School Leaving
b ndﬁ‘ was no development, but a sudden

change.

In the Matricalation dgys, English Gram-
_mar was taught in the High School classes as
‘umhlllmd.udunn was a deal
of r memory work. This might not be
. pure and simple ; but it served to
B koot of Enoe oot Magi il 0 Sock

respect now. ‘sh. In those

we could be surea .Jm would not
below a certain level of absurdity. Now
such surety possibly exist ; and the
cause, as it seems to me, is partly the doing
of in connection with the
. ; but mostly the scope of
gives room for a great
mmer especially in the
As teacher of Eonglish
new rules for the IV Form,

£

across such mistakes as ‘' to
going to that place,” ““After
gave to Krishna.' 1n

which, if only matter were to be
consideration, must certainly be
eminently ane : ‘:t
encourages, studies in Eoglish;
afrmd t, amid the pressare of
of tests daily, weekly, monlhly‘

al, anoual, and what not, the average
todo anything in the way of
studies. It must not denied that
students, even at some®risk in respeot -
J take enthusiasticaly after
jes in English. Thus they take
of the encouragement given
to such studies. Hence
inequalities in the work |
tten by studbnts of the
sometimes very t.
k&owlo‘a:no( Eoglish an
Final s t possesses is
mh:x umb_ Eoglish |
compulsory subject, and

of orms be duoctoi do it !

om:;rt from the ; and I

& t then w&n!d beoocun;tti'a

average efficiency than itis
obtain. ‘

o

i

Tk
il
i

i

¥
£l

=

sixth —fg;m. il :;hul it oi)hig txoi‘
e ools, specialisation

begins in the fifth form ; but that, I a;: ,

afraid, is very early: and early specialisation,

like early puberty in the case of girls, tends

to early decay and ruin. Specialisation 1
the sixth from is also early; but seeing there
can at nt be no other go, we shall b?
wise of two evils to choose the lesser. S e
C. P. KRISHNAMURTHY, B. A, :
A Mathematics Teacher,
CorMBATORE, APRIL, 30. %
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