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Bogl'afered

Subjeet.

for Epigraphy, uthern Circle,

Fo Fhe Secrebary to the Sovermment of Madzas,

Eome (Baucation) Department.

Headr

Six,

my office consist of {1) sing

of the numerous stoune inscriptions collected since 1887, (2)
tentative transcripts of more t‘rfan % of the sbove, which
require re-checking wit» the im ssions before they couldy
gppear in print (3) & small library containing ordinary

.

books of reference touching epigraph:;/and (4) impressiong




foses

7 3 s
§5rd$~nud the library are freely ogﬂh

t § :

';tudents of epigraphy who may go to my office for studying them,
ol S
They oannot'however,bé conveniently lent out of the office,

3. It is but nastural to exvect that these scholars would like to
print the results of the;r study, in official journsls if any. But
ﬁnde;\exist;ng arrangem;nés this is found impossible for them to do,

“For, the only officiel journal suited for printing Dravidian inserip-

3 tions’i.e., the South-Indisn-Inscriptions, is tsken up by me for pub-
lishing inscriptions seriatem in a particulsr order, Unless thercfore
the éggzh-Indian—Inscriptions is convgrted into a duarterly or half-

t yearly Journal}with miscellaneous contributién; from different authors

. irrespectively of dynastic or chronological order, contributions by these
scpolgrs on inscriptions chosen at ranéym by t£em,cannot go into the

volumes of the Zouth-Indien-Inscriptions, But sometimes short and im-
—_—— ;

ortant Sanskrit igs%rigtiggs and other similar vernsculer records of

; ]
my collection yeer by ;;'eaz\‘“are selected for publication and distribute‘

X

me amongm scholars, Their coutributions,in this cece,will be for-
(varded by me to the Zditor of the IZpigraphie Indics for rublication in the
paces of that journal, This however applies only to some Specially

losen records and not to all,
I have the honour to be,

Sins
Your most obedient servant,

A Hoistralocts.

4sstt, Archl, Supdt, for Epigra;
¥ u‘ 5 3




1 enclose a D.0. from Sir John Marshal

does not seem to me very likely that "the Madras ﬁp e

graphists in no circumstances will show him any
record.” This is not a bit like Krishna Sastri and
I think it must be an exaggeration. Naturally,

could not let records go. out of his custody without
permission. Whether such perm;lssion should be given
is a question whieh, I suppose, will be decided by
‘the Hon'ble Mr. Gillman. With all respeet for Mr.
“Robert ‘Svewell, 1 should think that the action of tﬁe
Bibliothgque Nationale in allowing him to ca.rry' of

a ma.nuébript book to England was distinetly unwis ;

Tl marshatt s D0,

Yours sincerely,

.




Copy of a letter dated the 26th September 1916, from R, °
Sewell Esq., to Sir John Marshall,Kt., C.Ii®.,Litt.D. B BAT

Director General of Archaeology in Ind i.

_________ . ‘§

Vill you allow 7e umegeshbewme to make a humble suggestion

regarding the Archaeolo gical Survey? You know how, certainly i
in the south of India, if not in the north, a number of well
educated men are enf;husiastica.lly taking up the study of‘~ Indian
History and the dynasties. Some, no doubt, are likely to be led
away by native carelessness into making mistakes, but my feeling

is that their researches should not be dislcouraged. Mistakes

can always be corrected, and there are several workers in the

outh who are very careful and painstaking now, one of these -
I will not mention names for fear of causing offence ‘(unless
you wish it), but will only say that he is a very earnest, very
capable, and very useful student of South Indian History - this
man, writ ing to me about some Pandiyan kings, says-

"I feel completely non-plussed for want of the texts of

several Pandya documents - The Madras Epigraphists under no

circumstanc,es will shew me any record".

e e —

Well, after all, I think, that you may grasp the situation

it will be best to tell you who my correspondent is - He is, I
think, entitled to be helped and not thwarted by the officer in
chavrge of the Bpigraphical collection - It is T,A.Gopinatha Rao,
Superintendent of Archaeology in Travancore - REditor of the
Government Epigraphical Journal there and author of the "Icono-
ér.a'l.phy". You will be able to judge better by this.

I know how wery carefully the old historical records mét be
guarded, .and it would not do to have every young student playing

with them; more espeCi\.'a.lly as most of them are'probably estampages

and therefore fragile. But I cannot help feeling that, in the

cuase of capable and scientific men of research, the old histoi‘ic

records of the countr,{r ought to be made available for their

In all Buropean countries for instance facilities for

study.
study are given by the authorities. The Bibliotheque Nationale |

Ao
in Paris* allowed me, under the Asgis~of the F‘oreign Off-_j.'ce, j




to carry off to England one of the MS. books that had been

used by Barros, the Portuguese Historian; and in much the é

" but as we all want only the final truth it can do no harm to

-

‘

same way I believe all the records are allowed to be examined
by students in all countries, under some sort of guafantee.

I do not know whether you will agree with me. But if
you are of the same opinio;l would it not be possible to intro-
duce some system by which the records ;rxight be open to examin
tion by such a recognized and well known Archaeologist as
Gopinatha Rao.

His opinions on some points may differ from those of others

have differences of opinion discussed and the actual facts
perhaps thereby elicited.

Please forgive my interference. I am rather venturesomq
in daring to approach you on the subject, but if I have sinned

I hope for pardon. z




Simla the

liy dear lr. Sewell,

Many thanks for your letter of 26th

September and the very useful suggestio*n made

in iﬁregarding the desirability of making our

consult his records.
1 am sending on a copy of_yé
Sir Alexander Cardew, SO that any furth
may be taken which the Madras Go vernment nny
desirable.
With kind regards.
Yours sincerely,i

8d/- John Marshal




. %
Saraikala, I;‘)ist% Rawalpindi.

The@}@u& November 19@

that grester facilities may be given to stu
for studying our epigraphic records, and also
copy of the Teply which I have sent to him.
yoga/gonsider the possibility of 1ending so
Government Ep;lgra.}phist‘e records to specia%lly

qualified men like Mr. Gopinatha Rao.

With kindeét regards,

Yours sincerel

i :
Hon'ble Sir alexander Cardew, K.C.S.I., VCPER7

Member of Council - Madras.




NOTES.

Covernuent have ruled that copies of inspription

should’w 80 far as is. poasible,be given to private

: \ ‘. In the case of WM cpigrarhical rocordey
|
\

individuals applying for them. Tide G.0,%o.1445 .

E
. .| dated the 85th Novewber 1913, Tt way also be noted

|
5 |

lir .Krishna Suetr:l: has himeelf stated in another

i ,
‘l connection as follows:—

|

i

“ "Scholars genuinely interdsted in historical
|

;;“ A x
‘11 studies are welcome to look into the dynasgtic files

| A : :
» |

}"of inscriptions in wy office and to gather any

"zidditional information they could possibly get from
1" the records they inspect" ~—{vide para 2 on rage 5

@ of G.0,%0.1445 Public, dated the 25th November 1913)

Attention is also solicited to para 4 of lr.

| Xrishna Sastri's D,0.on pmge 7 of thé nobes with

@ 6.0.70.1121 Pyblic, dated the 10th June 1918, fron

\Which 1t 'will sppear that lr.Krishna Sastri has

x4

; been supplying paper estampages of inscriptions and

otier available information to scholars and students’

who are engaged in the study of epigraphical quééticﬁ

*

From the above it is evident that all poseil
facilitics consistently with the interests of &

i

|Dept. are being glven to scholars engaged in
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| 0

[ wgrk and that the comﬁlaint that "The Madras

| "Epigrarhists under no circumstances will show me

v
| any recoxrd" appears to be without any foundation

jand  "must be an exaggeration”,

3. As regards the specific question raised in
lithe H.M's D.0, on page 1 ante, viz, whether permiesion
lmay.be given to scholars of repute to remove Fpigra-
|
i
|

ﬁ;hical records from the office of the Assistant

|
1
|
3,
b
:
]
|

|[Archacolaogical Superintendent for Fpigraphy for

|[Purposes of study,it is submitted that there are no

2

definite orders on the point. .In another connecticn
il

leit John Marshall has suggested that the materials
Eequired by scholars interested in Trigraphical

researches way be placed at their 8isposal either hy

dloaning to them direct or by doing what is frequently

|done with manuseripgs in Furope, i.e.by placing them

Win & public library in ladras where the student can

‘examine them at will. On general grounds it does

not seesw desirable that eld historical records of
value should be removed from the Epigraphist's

office. It may be WAdgMA noted by way of analogy

| that it is a standing rule in this Presidency that

original manuscripts of ancient Sanskrit and other

|
[
L works
f

i
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Beatt, TT—8 (9)—18-1-15. : i NOTES. : Page__‘j d

e |
| L (e 1]
|works should not be removed ¥y the librariee in
‘ o i

¥‘hhich they are placed but that every facility should

'be given for their being copied on the spot. The
rule applies not only to the manuscrips in the Govt.
|

e Oriental Manuscripts Library but also to those in

the Tanjore Palace Library -- para 2 of O.¥.on page

BN\

®) |2 of notes with ¢.0.743 Tdl., dated the 13th August
%”tLals. 0f course it is highly desirable that free
laccese %0 Epigrap ecords should be given to -

scholars, but it is AAMAAs doubtful whether permissia

should be given to them to remove the records from
i . —
;rhe Epigraphist's office as it would be difficult to

replace them if lost.

\ For orders.
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Avl.,
A.A.S. for Epigraphy

M.R.Ry. Rao Sahib H. Krishna Sastri,

e

.

\&"1‘ Soott. I1-8 (f)—265,005—27~4-15,
4

Home Department .
(Edueation)

C. No. 4264. 13

Di0imeai s bt 18 3 ) 6

W - ‘
DeaxXKrishna. Sastri/‘\/ 4
1 am to W%ﬂfm(

Wha,‘.t ¥ 7 gra gt s Con il o

/

- the study. of epigraphical records in

% office mmﬂm' L

y scholars and students en‘ga.ged in
Ebigraphiea,l- research woi'k; and wheth-er
scholars of repute are allowed to fémove
Epigraphical reeo‘rds W\t]ﬁwmr 1
purposes of study.'

ed/by a ‘vp'ell
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; 4 ! URGENT
] 5
i1 | ;
3 ; \
8- 3& ! Deer Sir,
| 1 With reference to your D, Og No, 4264-2 Of
i |
8 { yesterday's date, I beg to inform you that I will go
1 1 | * 5
% 2 I over to the Secrestarist tomorrow at 1 P
it i
; 1
‘ i 3 Yours sincerely,
4 = .« i
1 t : : l /'
H { '
i o s bl SSb by «drchl, Supdt. for Epipzaghy. Swass
= o T | T
To
The Registrar, e
Sat. Rt o Home DLepartment, lsdres,
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