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Principals of Government colleges

- Recording letter from the Government of India inviting this Government to consider the

question of affording relief to principals of large Government colleges by delegating to other
members of the college staff a portion of their administrative duties.



2 No. 975, Home (Epucatios), 141n Spremser 1916

: ' GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
HOME DEPARTMENT

(Education). -

Rean—the following paper :—

Letter—from the ‘Hon’ble Sir E. D. MacLAGAN, K.C.LE., C8.I, Secretary to the
Government of India, Department of Education (Education).

To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Educational Department.

Dated—Simla, the 20th July 1916. '

No.—T709. . :

In this department letter No. 728-736, dated the 19th April 1913, the various
local Governments and Administrations were consulted on the question of disassociating
the principals of large Government colleges from actual teaching and confining them
to the administration and general supervision of the institutions under their charge.
The replies received showed general opposition to the idea of relieving principals of
Government colleges from all teaching duties, but some of the Jocal Governments
consulted considered that the principals were overworked and in order to relieve them
suggested the delegation to other members of the college staff of a portion of their

~ administrative duties.

- 2. The matter has been again brought to the attention of the Government of
India in connection with the report made by a committee appointed in February last
by the Government of Bengal to enquire into the general conditions of discipline at
the Presidency College; Caleutta. That committee in the course of its report has

~ made the following remarks : — ; : e
“Phe principal should take an active part in the work of instruction of the students andy :
thus come into direct contact with them. A principal who is counstrained to occupy mainly the
position of an administrator can hardly be expected to exercise a permanent and effective
influence upon the students, as he would unquestionably do if he had the opportunity by direct
teaching to impress upon them a full recognition of his high intellectual attainments. In order
that the principal may be able to deliver lectures, he should, we think, be relieved of routine
duties as far as possible, which may be delegated to a professor who would hold a position similar
to that of the Dean of an English college. We understand that scheme has already been drawn
up by the Governing Body of the college with a‘view to give effect to the suggestion we now
make, and we trust it will receive early consideration.” o -

3. The necessary steps in the direction indicated by the committee have already 8
been taken in the case of the Presidency College, Calcutta, but in view of the import- :
ance attached by the committee to the delegation of powers in connection with the
maintenance of discipline in the Presidency College, Calcutta, the Government of
India desire to take this opportunity of bringing the suggestions made by the
_committee to the notice of other local Governments and Administrations with a view
to the consideration of the question in connection with the larger Government colleges
existing in other parts of India outside Caleutta.

Order—No. 975, Home (Education), dated 14th September 1916,
Recorded.

. (True Extract.)

P. RaJaGoPALA AOCHARIYAR,
. Secretary to Government.

Copy to the Director of Public Instraction.
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