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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. -

e

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

Rrap—the following paper :—

Letter—from K. T. B. TressLer, Esq., Director of Industries, Madras, -
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 18th July 19186.

No.—B-2.

[ have the honour to submit herewith the report of the Dyeing Expert for th
last quarter.

Excrosvre.

Letter—from F. Marspex, Esq., Pr.D., M.Sc., Dyeing Expert to the Government :

Of Mndms.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department (through the Director
of ludustries, Madras).

Dated—the 15th July 1916.

I have the honour to submit my report for the period April—June 1916,

In the matter of indigenous dye materials upon which a special report was submitted, further
replies to the Director of Industries Circular requesting information with regard to supplies have
been received, and almost without exception they indicate that, for dye materials as distinot from
tauning materials, the quantities available are ouly small and the costs of colleotion and deliv:
are high. From the United Provinces there is an optimistic report upon the materials available
there, but no indication is given as to the nature of those which are stated to have found extended

| application by dyers. I have assisted dyers with information as to the best method of produci

black shades with tannin and iron, but at the best this shade is but a poor substitute for those
produced with the synthetic blacks and it has been found quite unsaited to the market in Bomba
where, when it was first introduced, the demand for synthetic blacks at the prices ruling (Rs. 8
per 1b.) was very poor. Large quauntities of tanniu and iron black were dyed but customers soon
found that the shades would not meet their requirements and the price of the synthetic black
immediately rose to Rs. 16 per 1b. and was bought by dyers at this figure. The United Provinces
report does mnot indicate the amount of the materials available for fancy shades and I have heard
nothing to cause auy change in my opinion that the indigenous dyes cannot meet the nqnin- ;
ments of the modern dyeing industry. If they could, we should not have the frantic competition
at enormously high prices for the stocks of synthetic colours which come into the market now
and again

[ bave bad enquiries from Northern India as to the value of certaiu dyeing materials (these
were mainly tannin matters and astringents) and their methods of application, as also for the
production of Kbaki shades from such materials and Cutch. The complaint was that by the
method employed the dye faded and the cloth was injured, and although the resistance to fadi
could not be improved, 1 was able to indicate means for preventing the tendering of the material.

A sample of wood said to be Mauritius logwood was received from a merchant and ‘hM.

found to be comparable with West Indian wood aud to give quite respectable dark blue and blnok

shades on alum and iron mordaunts. Whether any quantity of the wood is being imported Ihave
t beard, nor bave I heard further upou the matter, from the merchant sending me the sample,

From Northern India samples of red earth have been forwarded to me with the statemoent
tbat these were in use in some mills for producing fast black shades. How any intelligeut
manufscturer can be so gullible is beyond me, for the samples represented nothing but a deeply
coloured ochre and, being quite insoluble in water, were useless for dyeing purposes. ‘I'he ouly
principle which could be of use was the oxide of iron, but this would have to be brmlgbt into
solution by meaus of acid, and seeing that sulphate of iron is so plentiful and cheap the trouble
aud-expense of preparing this ochre for use is simply a waste of energy. I bave had certain
enquiries with regard to indigo, but where these referred to questious of growing and maun-
facture the parties were advised to communicate with the Agricultural Department. One enquirer
was interested in the question of indigo analysis, but his request that 1 should supply him with
the “ machine” for determining the content of mud and indigotin respectively could not be
complied with.

-

1¢ period under review has been spent in supervising the work at the
‘We have been able to make a great deal of progress there and bave bad a
1 regular production, We are handicapped by the difficulty of keeping up a sufficient
steam in the boiler, for this is designed for coal firing, whereas the only avail#ble fuel is
d and owing to the heavy and continuous rain this is soaked and will not burn sufficiently
. Were it not for this, we could carry on the regular production of brown paper, and as it1s
o been able to sell some 20 tons made entirely from bamboo. , o
he quality, of course, leaves something to be desired, and I havein view certain alterations
machinery which I expect will bring about an improvement in the strength and quality, :
i it may be that some brittleness is due to the nature of the bamboo fibre itself. I also : 3
nd to make experiments with other fibre yielding materials. .

5o

*

Oraer—No. 807, Educational, dated 24th July 1916, ' o
| ; *  Recorded. :

; (True Extract.)

P. RajaGoPALA ACHARIYAR,
Secretary to Government.
o the Director of Indostries. x
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