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Regarding the cargo ex s8.8., Barenfels.

No. K // / 17

Station. _M 8 d r a e, Dated the _ 12th ~May, . i 1916

Jrom (Qtame,) K.T.B. Tressler, Esq

(‘Deoig”ation) Director of Induﬂ..t«r.,if:.s..n

Io The Secr elazy to the Covernment of Madzas,
Educational @epadntewl’.
iz,

' With reference to Government Memo. 434 E4l Mis.
dated 19-4-1916 I have the honor to state that Messrs.
Gordon Woodroffe & Co prefer a charge of R8s .4913%-10-0 for
the storing and clearance of the Barenfels cargo. The firmm's
representative told Dr. Narsden that he would not hand over
the goods unt il his charges are paid. I accordingly request
very early ordeée from Government to makethis payment. I am
at present unable to indicate_any saurce of meeting this ex-~
Penditure in the current year's budget for this Department. °

I have the honor to be,

< \&(W Q/W\v\e«f .../3 L Ce IO, L, Sir,

g3 [ Your most obedient servant ,
Vit Pars 2. a4 0

Goa-§ S8 (;6;%{) ';c&% | E Q/W

Direoto?fbf Industries .
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D.O. XK//7

TELEQRAPHIC ADDRESS
“eHnomiuM," MaDRAS
POBT BOX No. 484

Dear Mr.

: s matter has been dealt with direct by
the seoretariat without reference to me and even Dr. Mars—
den is only cognisant of a part of the negotiations that
have talten place. Possibly Government may be in posses-

sion of all the faote but I think it might be advisable for

.\ ' .

me to explain briefly my views.

So far as I know, Dr. Marsden recommended the
aoquisition of the Barenfels cargo about a year ago. The
oconsignment ultimately reached Madras - when and how I do
not inowip.end remained for some time in the Port Trust
godowns . Messrs . Gordon Woodroffe as the agents of the
Prise Court for some reason or other removed the goods to

their own godowns and have now sent in a bill for Rs.5000.

I believe t}\:y hagh no authority wh&teVoI‘ for taking the

Lt iy s
goods away f‘rom-tbe kort Trust uiﬂ.l they oaa—be—elai.med

Iy BT e 4T without ph&rge. This is point No.l. I

am not in complete poese&si.on of the faots and so carmot

make out tﬁ ‘ase but it seg}ne to me that Gordon Woodrdffes
are not en‘bitlad 1o bhs mpne& now claimed and that this
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. ochase of the Barenfels oargo about a year ago.

-2- *ﬁﬁi

should be deduoted from the w.rohaso prioo. s

As already explained Dr. Marsden suggested the pur-
Govornnont
orders were passed on the matter a good\' deal later am.hy
that time the price of dyestuffs had advanced.
ment order contemplated the purohase of the cargo at
"ourrent market rates"” Dr. Marsden pointed out that if
current rates were the prices that had recently been paid
in auction, he did not ﬁhinx that dyers would be prepared
to pay on the same soale and:émlxlees the dyestuffs omsldbe
purchased at about its original valuation, that is 3 or 4
times pre-war rates, he did not thinic there was any objeot
On this subjeot I hemel nothing me
more until orders reached me the other day to take over the
was also “gd' tha't.

in purchasing the ocargo.

cargo from Gordon Woodroffes'. It

further orders will be passed when the cargo had been

aoquired. I was under the impression Shat in the light of

Dr. Marsden's remariks Government would either aoquire the

cargo at 3 or 4 times war rates or abandon the idea of

purchase. I do not know what has been deoided on but I

wish to point out that the auotion prices realised in
Bombay and Calcutta (on which Gordon Woodroffo base their

The Govern-

e R

estimate and whioch they maintain to be ordinary market

" rates) were the result of a gamble and I have it on good

authority that many of the people who bought in dyes are
now mr:gge ::o sell them as dyers will not pay t.he prioe.
I am kowsver informed that a good deal of dyeing material
in the form of small parcels is at the present moment
entering into India at 3 or 4 times pre-war prices. In
the oircumstances it seems to}na that 3 or 4 times pre-war
prices is the utmost that Government can offer with the
oertainty of not loeing on the transaction. Dr. Marsden
is of opinion that the small dyer would certainly not pay
more than the prioce as above defined:

pas;. but even here I doubt 11‘/ in view of present imports,

mills would probably

they will pay more than 5 or 6 times pre-war rates. If
Goyernment purchase at this price they may possibly cover

expenses if they well to mills. If Government pay any

more it seems to me that they will lose on the transaction
heavily. Gordon Woodroffe's valuation is I believe about

15 to 20 times pre-war rates.
As I hawve explained I have not been officially con-
sulted in this qQuestion except in matters of detail and so

I do not mow how negotiations stand. I simply offer



-

these observations because 1 see certain elements of

rigk in this venture whioh have not perhaps been ade-
quately appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

4

The Hon'ble Dewan Bahadur
P. Rajagopala Achariar, -
Seocy. to Govt. Edl. Department.

Dir. of Inds, 3 (a)~8i0-5-13,
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