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UNicpaL Q"éé'& Todhunter,
R o .
?ﬂ . a3 Wifeo I send you & D.O. from Sir John Marshall
? on the subject of restoring to the Buddhist com-

‘ - munity the Bhattiproly relic which is in the

i

Medras Museum. will you kindly send a copy to

Henderson and ask him for hig remarks thereon?

-

o

Yours sincerely,

A/ﬁw~

The Hon'ble Mr. C.G. Todhunter, I.C.S.,

To

secretary to the Government of Madras,

Local & Municipal Department,

", S

‘ B Fort st. George.
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25 WA 1915
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The 20° Mareh 1916.

My dear Cardew, : :
We are considering the advisability of making a gift
» to the Buddhist community in India:of various Buddhist relics
in our museums and I write to énquire if the Madra% Governmbgt‘

would have any objection to patting with the Bhattiprolu reliec

which ig in the Madras Museum.

{ I asked to see it when I was in Madras,and found it*

’

: tucked avay in a safe in (I think ) an empty cigarette tin.

Henderson told me that now-a-days it is never shown to ag;9§a,

and I imagine therefore that no special value is attachei{f& it,

S and that the Madras Government would be qnite_glad for iﬁgfb7’5
be restored to the Buddhists. Such relics, Yndeed, are devoii

Bl .w ‘

of, interest from the museum point of view; and.moredveg,ipth_

.

.ﬁ§‘ sentimental reasqns ought not to be exhibited in a mnsguh.'-!ﬁ,
I have ascertained that Dr. Henderson himself is quite

in f?vour of making'ovqr thg Bhattiprolu rglic fo the Buddhists,

' but that he would ikke to keep the erystal reliquary in whiech it

was found in the possession of the Museum. If the Madras Gaveru»

¥~
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appraciate more the eld casket in whioh the bone of Buddha

.

rested for two thousand yeare.
If you are agraeahle to let the relic 30 haok to the
Buddhists, ‘we shall make arrangemente for it and the other

relics that we are restoring to them, to be enahrined‘in a

; suitable

Member of Goine
Somerford - Adyar, lladras.

The Hon'ble lir. ‘A gardeyic.S.I.,M.A.,
’ .

ment é@rees with his prorosal another suitable reliquary of,ggli"
or crystal can be made by us. But of course the BuddhistS'wnnltf'




suitable manner at one or other of the eight holy places of
Buddnism ( Sarnath, Bodh-Gaya, Kasia, etc ) or at the Vihara
of the Buddhist Community in Caleutta.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,
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