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- required in rule 69 of the Madras Educational Rules.’

-

Extract from the Procesdings of an Adjourned Meeting of the Council of the
Governor of Fort St. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws

' and Regulations under the provisions of the Act of Parliament, 5 & 6
Geo. V, Ch. 61, it o 1 ;

-

The Council re-assembled at the Couneil -Cﬁamber, Fort St. George, at 11a.m. on
‘Wednesday, the 2nd day of February 1916.

RESOLUTION #E MEDIUM OF INSIRUCTION IN GOVERNMENT GIRLS®
s 'SCHOOL, TRIPLICANE. g

~ The Hon’ble Mr. V. 8, SriNivasa Sastri : —* Your Excellency, the resolution
which T now put before the Council reads—* 155

‘ ¢ XVIII. This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that, in
modification of the system in vogue in the Government girls’ school, Tripli-
cane, to which reference was made in question and answer 189 at the last
meeting of the Council, instruction in non-language subjects in the third and
lower forms be given through the medium of the pupils’ vernacular, as

- “Your Excellency, I owe the Council a word or two of explanatioix as to why

~_guch a small matter, regarding the medium of instruction in a single school, should -

" be brought up for the judgment of this Council. In the first place, I think thisisa
matier rather typical of the class of cases that might grow up and that the practice
in Triplicane, which I consider wrong, might soon, inasmuch as it is conducted
under the aegis of Government, extend to other schools as well and thus cause a
deteriorafion in education. Secondly, your Excellency, I am also fortified by the

recedent established in the year 1914, when my Hon’ble friend Mr. Sarma moved a
resolution requiring that the practice of teaching pupils in their vernacular should,
instead of being confined to the third and lower forms, be extended to all the forms in
the high échools.  On that occasion we sought for an extension of this principle, and
1 think both the Hon’ble Mr. Sarma and his adherents should be now particularly
concerried to find that instead of any advance in that principle, we are confronted
with a possibility of its being rejected with the sanction of Government even in the

« lower standards.  The present rule of the department, I must state brieﬂy.'is this:
That in forms below the third and including the third, all pupils should, in all
‘recognised schools, both Grovernment and other, receive instruction through their own-
‘vernacular, 'This was found necessary about sixteen years ago in conformity with

~ theresults of experience gained both here and elsewhere in {ndia. In the beginning
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I suppose in generations which I do not exactly know, the practice had been fairly
common of teaching children even from the lowest standard through the medium of
English. The results were found everywhere to be unsatisfactory. In Bengal and
Bombay and in other parts of India, the system which now prevails in Madras had
been adopted some years previously. In Bombay, all instruetion below the third
form is given only through the vernacular, English being only a second language.
I remember till very recently in the Caleutta University even papers in the
Matriculation examination could be set and answered by the pupils in Bengalee as

well as in English.

« We ourselves found the practice to be disastrous to the efficiency of education
in the lower standards. I'will not refer to the despatch of 1854 issued by Sir
Charles Wood, as it was on the former occasion quoted by the Hon’ble Mr. Sarma ;
nor will I refer to other old opinions and authorities in favour of the system now in
vogue. I will, therefore, hefore I plunge into the condition of the Triplicane girls’
school, refer to two or three opinions which I have taken from authorities which, the
Council will acknowledge, are quite modern, The first authority which I will put
to you is that of Dr. Mackichan who is Vice-Chaneellor of the Bombay University,
besides being the Principal of one of the largest colleges in that part of the country.
He says ¢ Further, the study of a variety of subjects through a very imperfectly
understood foreign tongue is bound to be a slow, laborious and bewildering process.’
Mr. Lee-Warner, whose authority in this matter will not be questioned anywhere,
says ¢ But I trace both_these defects, among other causes, to the absence of sound*
vernacular curricula.  Under the present system, a boy is taken from the cradle to
school, where, before he has an idea of his own which he can adequately express in
his native language, he is put upon English.” The next authority is that of the
present Viceroy, Lord Hardinge. Speaking at the opening of the Veterinary College

' in North India, His Excellency said :—

¢ I have been particularly interested to learn that the main course of study
is condueted in the vernacular, while English is the language of the post-graduate
course, There is more than one sehool of thought as to whether the medinm of
instruction in our higher educational institutions should be English or the vernacular,
but I think few will be found to question the wisdom of the policy adopted here,
for many of those who are more. suited by their home surroundings for a useful
veterinary career, have neither the time nor the inclination to become versed in
western culture, and it is hardly open to question that it must be far easier for them
to imbibe a knowledge of vetermary science when imparted in their own tongue than
if it was complicated by the mysteries of a foreign language. On the other hand,
post-graduate courses necessitate the study of a wider range of literature, and there
are obvious reasons for their being conducted in English.’ :

« The last authority that I will take is this—I have quoted only those that will go

down with members of Government and others who habitually think with them—
the last authority I will quote is that of a local gentleman of eminence who delivered
. the most recent Convocation address in our University, one I take it, who is not
unfamiliar in this Council or in this Presidency : ¢ The wonder to me is not that so
many fail but that so many succeed ; for the great majority of you have been
compelled to receive your education through the medium of a foreign lan suage.
This opens up & subject on which men much more competent than I am to form a
sound opinion hold divergent views, but it seems to me very difficult to believe that
twenty-four million Telugus and eighteen million Tamils can receive all but the
clementary stages of education through the medium of English. You cannot
change the mother tongue of populations of that magnitude, and progress in the
diffasion of education must be very seriously hampered, if all teaching in the
higher classes is to be given in a foreign language. So mugh effort must be
expended on trying to understand the language of the teacher that- there is little
energy left for grasping the substance of the lessou, and ‘such a system of education
strikes the lay observer as not ouly mechanical in method and results, but wasteful
~ of valuable years—years when the youthful mind is most open to impressions and
xeceptive of ideas. En%lish wust, of course, always ocoupy a most dp;ror.ninent
place in the curricula of schools and colleges, for it would be an evil day indeed
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for India if her doors ceased to be flung wide open to the glories and shining
influences of English literature, rich in noble ideas and glowing with 1uspiration to
noble deeds.’

« Now it would be futile to refer to the opinions of other people in comparison
with these. 1 will, therefore, pass on now to consider what precisely takes place in
the Triplicane Ghirls’school. At the last Council, I puta question regarding the
subject, to which I received a somewhat careful answer, but I am afraid that the
answer is in places inexact. The answer suggested that, at present in the Tripli- -
cane Girls’ school, instruction is given in standards lower than the third through the
medium of the pupils’ vernacular. That I have ascertained is not a fact ; from the
infant standard upwards, the whole instruction is given in English. In the second
place, the assertion was made or suggested in the answer that the parents of the girls
or at least a great majorify, desire that this system should be followed. I do not
assert that there may be no foundation for it whatever, but I have found, 1 have
ascertained, that there are a great many parents of intelligence, who know these
matters quite as much as most of us do here, that there are a great many of such
parents who do not desire and who have not asked that the present system should be
imitiated or should be continued. Let usall bear one thing in mind, and that is,
that nobody objects to the teaching of linglish. I will go so far as to say that I
would allow in the Triplicane Girls’ school, as a sort of concession to existing predi-
lections, I would allow the departmental rule that no English should be taught in
standards lower than the third, to be violated. Let English be taught as a language
from the lowest standard upwards, we are all anxious that our girls should learn
English and as much of it as possible; but we are by no means anxious that this
result should be obtained by denying to them the sound education, the sound know-
ledge, that may be conveyed in such subjects as history, geography and arithmetic,
if they were taught on reasonable principles through their own vernacular instead of
through a foreign language in which, the many authorities I have quoted are con-
vinced, there are mysteries which the infant wind cannot grasp. Why should this
state of things be perpetuated in the Triplicane Girls’ school? What is there
specially in the Triplicane girls or in their parents that they should desire in that
school conditions which elsewhere are emphatically condemned? I am unable to
answer this question. T have been enquiring for some dayé, and I have been unable
to find any one who can render me an explanation as to why this peculiar state of
things should be set up in Triplicane of all places.

“ T have been told, however, that this system has been found to work well in
practice. Your Excellency, it is easy to make this assertion, but it is not possible to

prove it in the way in which it should be proved if it is to have any force at all.

You should prove that the results obtained, namely, the proficiency in Knglish which
a little girl acquires when she is ten or eleven in the Triplicane school, cannot be
acquired if history, geography and arithmetic were taught through the vernacular
instead of through linglish. I take it that the teachers in that school pay very

rticular attention to English. I went to the school once, and I am able to
say that the construction and organisation and management are all thoroughly
desirable ; everything is creditable to the authorities that conduct the school. But
here is a system which requires to be examined in the light of rational principles of
education which bave not been hitherto challenged, so far as I know. The desire of
parents that their children should learn as much Hnglish as possible is natural ;
everything must be done to encourage it. I have read a story of South Africa
where all schools teach both Dutch and English on equal lines ; once a Scottish parent
rushed into the school in greaf excitement and demanded why her little girl should
have been put to the indignity of wearing a wooden collar round her neck. The answer
turned out to be simply this: that in their great anxiety to learn English as quickly

‘a8 possible both the Dutch and other girls when they went to school had made a little

rule—that when they went to the play-ground they should talk only in English as
thieir medium of conversation and if any one broke the rule, the punishment should be
the wooden collar. Our girls in Triplicane, I take it, may do that and may go throngh

some discipline like that. But what need is there that they should be taught these

non-lariguage subjects, history, geography and arithmetic, which open their minds to

:tih‘e gate-way of knowledge—what need is there, that even these should be taught in
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English ? T will tell the Council one or two things to show that this way of dealing-
with the subjects is productive of harm, and is capable of being carried so far that
the result may be very indistinet ideas in the children’s minds. I have anote-book of

(25D FeBrUARY 1916.

which T have brought a copy here, with which I will not trouble the Council unless

my statements are challenged—I have seen two or three note books of these children
and I find that these children take down all kinds of things in astronomy, botany,
and geometry, in language which it is difficult to make out with all kinds of
“phonetic and other spellings, with grammatical mistakes which it would be a wonder
to sce. Why is this? It is because the children have not yet grasped the knglish
language at all, but before they have done so, an attempt is made to convey informa-
tion to them through that language. The result is, taking a child from a Triplicane
Girle’ school of the third standard and taking a boy from a boys’ school who has
had the same instruetion, you will find that, while there is great advantage which the
girl enjoys in talking English, she is woefully backward in arithmetic, history and
geography, she has no accurate ideas on these subjects, while the boy coming from
the boys’ school is a good deal ahead in these respects. This certainly should not be
permitted. -~ After all, the school life of the girl is not very long. If the school life
of the girls is carefully economized, I for one would say ‘ Give the girls during the

few brief years that they spend at school as much of this educative knowledge as-

possible in as clear and in as impressive a way as possible; by all means, combine
with it as much facility to talk English as you can, but do not, in the name of sound
education, teach them everything through the medium of English.’

¢ Your Excellency, I have only one or two things more to say. We have found
very recently that even in the lower standards, attempts have been made in the case
of some of the advanced boys’ schools to take the children through a scheme of what
is known as © conversational lessons,” when ordinary subjects of interest are taken
up, upon which the boys are likely to have some ideas, and the teacher talks to them
for certain hours in the week on such subjects only in English and the boys are made
to talk to each other under his guidance in English. 'The result is a wonderful facility
in the talking of English even in the early stages. I daresay that it is quite enough.
The fact that our girls know more English and can talk better English than boys is
not due to the fact that they are taught history, geography and arithmetic in English,
but because English is taught more carefully, because the teachers. talk to them in
English themselves, beeause the children talk to each other in English, so far as these
conversational lessons are concerned. I understand that the Director of Public
Tnstruction has received during the last few days a petition from a number of influ-
ential parents in Triplicane who say that, while they want their girls to learn English
as much as possible, they do not want that for this end their instruction in ordinary
subjeets like history, geography and arithmetic, should be made to suffer, (D

¢ Having said so much, I think I ought, in justice to the department, under the
protection of which apparently this experiment is carried on in Triplicane, to say that
there may be difficulties in changing this at once. One thing 18 this: that the

Triplicane Gtirls’ school has been shot out, as it were, as an off-shoot of the Kgmore
It is probably therefore the heritage, which encumbers the opera- .

Training school. |
tions in Triplicane, a heritage acquired from old associations with Egmore. It may
take time to break, it may probably involve a change in the personnel of the teaching
staff. Whatever that can be, it can be only temporary. Then the other difficulty
I will mention is probably the want of teachers who can talk Tamil and Telugu, in a
conversational style with the children. I am not quite aware that it will not be
possible to find teachers who can instruct children in English and at the same time in
vernacular; in the non-language subjects, wherever it is necessary. But, if that is the
difficulty, I should like to know how far it has been felt, how far attempts have been
made to overcome it. It is hard that, for the sake of a certain class of teachers who
have got to be employed, the needs of the children should be overlooked or even:

subordinated.

« There is a third difficulty which ’may be put forward, but which I hope will,
not be put forward on this ocgasion, I quite remember that, when I had amongst -

others to introduce this present plan that (Government enjoined upon us all, of instrue-

tion through the vernaculars in all forms below the third—I am ‘quite aware that.
all the managers in Madras were up in arms against the department, especially the -
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managers of the biggest and most prosperous schools in Madras. They came forward
and said ¢ If you ask us to teach history, geography and arithmetic through the
vernacular, we should be driven to employ' teachers who could teach both Tamil and
Telugu. At present we do not care to know what the second language of the master
is. Hereafter, we should have a Tamil section of the boys and a Telugu section of the
boys, in the first form, into which boys will be put according to their vernaculars.’
It had to be done by all managers, because the department said ¢ This is a reform
which we want to effect. We will allow no considerations of economy to stand in
the way of efficiency of instruetion.” - All managers had to follow that reform intro-
duced by the department and they had to open a section for the Tamil boys and
another for the Telugu boys. Can Government plead that they are unable to find
funds for opening a Tamil and Telugu section in Triplicane ?  If there are not enough
children to go into the Telugu section, it would not be very difficult to find other
means for that, My honourable friend Mr. Ramachandra Rao has got certain figures
which, perhaps he will place before this Council and, it would appear from them that
in certain classes there 18 a sufficient strength in Telugu to form a class by itself
while Canparese or Malayalam can secarcely form a class by itself. But thatg is;
difficulty which all managers have to overcome. What do we do in a place like
Tanjore where there are ('anaiese people? There are children there of the Canarese
officers of Government who go to settle there and who cannot allow fheir children to
be left behind ; and what bappens in Madura and Trichinopoly - Where there are
always a few boys whose vernacular is different from that of the locality ? These
diffculties should not really stand in the way of a sound system of instruction being
inaugurated. These exceptional cases should not be made to confuse the issue = If
hard cases make bad law 1n the realm of legislation, let it not extend to education
let us not, for the sake of a.few girls; spoil the education of the whole lot. At an):

* rate, the Canarese girls will find it convenient to learn everything through Telugu

and the Malayalam girls through Tamil, and it is surely better than that all the girls
should be forced to learn things througlr English even in the lowest standard.

“There is only one thing more that [ would say before I recommend this
resolution to the judgment of the Council and that is, I specially beseech the Council
not to repeat the charge which is usually thade that we do not- wunt English to be
learnt, or that we do not want our girls to learn English in the lower classes, or to
talk English freely. What we want is another thing, besides, for which provision is

~ not at present made.” ;

-

0

“The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur M. Ramacuanora Rao :—* My Lord, I second this
resolution. In doing so, I cannot usefully add anything to the admirable and lucid
speech which my honourable friend hes made both as to the underlying prineiples -
‘which he wishes to raise in regard to this matter and also in regard to the general
policy of adopting the vernacular as a medium of instruction. Having heard a great
deal of complaint on this matter, I thought the best thing I could do was to arrange
to visit this institution a few days ago. I must say, from all that I have seen and
heard from the Inspectress, and from the Superintendent who kindly showed me over
the institution, having spent two hours in the institution, I must endorse, everything
that my honourable friend said as regards the earnestness, the efficiency, and the zeal
of the staff that are running the institution. But the point that I was very much
‘puzzled about was that some rules of the department which have been enforced upon
aided institutions have been neglected in this institution. In the first place, my

- honourable friend has referred to some fucts and figures. I have here a statement

-which the Superintendept l'ms‘bt_aen good enough to furnish me with and I find that
as usnal iu Madras, which is a bi-lingual district, there is the difficulty in the eom-

“position  of classes. Honourable Members will find that, in this institution, in the

iinfant standard there are girls over two hundred in number whose vernacular is Tamil
and fifty-eight Telugu girls ; there are also girls who have Mahratti and Canarese as
their vernacular. This g the state of things so far as the infant standard is concerned ;
and yet it 18 a feature of the institution that there are no separate classes organised
even at this stage of their edueation, and the medium of instrugtion is the language

“of the teacher which is either Tamil or Telugu, and my surprise was that these childven

~are getting on as well as they are doing: Of course, in this stage of their instruction,

.there is only one period of Knglish and the rest of the instruction is imparted in the

2
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vernacular ; that depends very much upon the vernacular of the teacher and all these
girls who talk Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam and Canarese pick up what they can. I de
not desire to bring a charge against {he department, but that 18 the state of things to
‘befound in this institution. I'hen again, my Lord, in the other three forms, first,
‘second and third, 1t has been stated to me that it is desired that the knowledge of
English of the girls requires strengthening during the short period of their stay at
school and that is one of the main considerations which induced the institution to
adopt English as the medium of instruetion in non-language subjects to which my
honourable friend has referred. But there has been some just criticism and complaint
that this policy has resulted in the giris themselves not being able to pick up such
gubjects as are taught on account of the language difficulty, and even there it is.
impossible to consider the arrangements satistactory, because, even if this system of
media of instruction through vernaculars be adopted, it is impossible in the existing
state of things unless claeses are reorganized and separate teachers who know the
separate vernaculars are employed—it is impossible to carry on this idea, as the insti-
tution'is now organized. In the first form, there are girls who talked all these four
vernaculars ; in the second also, similarly there were girls who talked Tamil, Telugu,
Mahratti and Canarese, so that, your Excellency, if the ideal of the department which

[2¥Dp FrBRUARY 1916. '

has been set up for adoption for all the aided institutions is to be adopted, T should

think the Triplicane Girls’ School would have to be reorganised in order to carry out
those ideas. There is also another complication and that is there are training classes
‘where the language of the pupil teachers who are to be trained has added much to the
difficulties of the situation. -We find, on going into the facts, that there are teachers
‘whose vernacular is Tamil, and teachers whose vernacular is Telugu having eone from
the various parts of the country for training. 3o that [ um ouly wishing to bring
{hese facts to the notice of the Honourable Members to show that these are the facts
which T have been able to ascertain for myself by an inspection of the school. I
trust that this resolution would focus the attention of the*Government with reference
to the exact pusition of the institution und would lead to the results which my honour-
able friend so much desires. As I have said, and as he himself said, this resolution

need not at all be taken as a reflection, on the management. Miss Lynch, the
Inspectress, informed me that, so far as she herself was concerned, she did notsee why
the vernaculars should not be tried to some extent in the first and second and third
Whether that expression of opinion is one which the

forms of this institution.
Hon'ble Mr. Stone would endorse or not I do not know. .

€

of parents residing in the locality who need not interfero with the internal manage-

- ¢Another factor which has contributed somewhat to the miqapprehensi&o;zf of tip v rg
_auestion is the fact that there is no visitorial committee for this institution, a committee .

ment of the institution but who would place their views as to courses of study and

instruction before the proper authorities. ~ I think, my Lord, that & visitorial com-
mittee would be of great help in solving this question. As Miss Liynch herselt stated
$0 me, the curricula age more or less tentative and the institution is-on its trial.

Therefore, I am particularly anxious to remove any impression that we are trying to .

pull down this institution by offering adverse criticism—we do not want to, question
its efficiency or reputation—but at the same time, this is & matter which must be

attended to, and I am particularly impressed with the necessity of a visitorial eom-

mittee of ?aronts to help the growth of this really useful and most interesting
institution.” g 5
 The Hon’ble Mr. J. H, Stons :—* Your Excellency, I would ask the Council to
aired in rule 69 of the Madras Educational Rules’ 1T wish to point out that
;:Ta 69 of the Madras Educational Rules refers back to the rule 68, at any rate, that
rule which says that, exeept with the permission of the inspector, vernacular should
‘e used up to the third form for the teaching of what are called non-language subjects.

tarn for one moment to the last sentence of the resolution progosod which is, ‘as
to

‘What is being done now in the Triplicane Girls’ School with the exception which T
‘shall mention shortly, is precisely what is enjoined in these rules, that is to say, ﬂl? _’

ission of the Inspectress has been obtained for teaching these subjects in %}u
1 mention this rather to emphasise the point because I think it is very d:‘m;m o

it should not be publiely supposed - that in this school, the department

_', being mldnd. regret to say, however, that in the answer that was gwcnn!lhg i
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Council the other day which was'of ecourse, simply based upon what the Inspectress
had told me, there has been a ‘mis-statement which has been pointed out, that
children in standards below thé third were being taught in English. " The Inspejctress
tells me that that was due to the miseonception on the part of teachers, to the mis-
understanding of her orders or to the practical difficulties in the way of carrying out
her orders, but she has assured me that that particular defect in the Workiné of the
school shall not he allowed to continue.

“ Now, Sir, with regard to the main points at issue, the Honourable Member who
moved this resolution began by discussing the general question as to the language in
which it is desirable that boys and girls at school should be taught. He laid Eown
the proposition that, in the earlier stages of instruction, the vernacular ought to' be
used. - I am not going'to controvert that, but I should just like to remark as he_has
instanced lombay, that my opinion is, judged by the results, the Bombay syétem
gives no better results than our own.. There is no gquestion that so far as the knowl-
edge of. English goes and the faeility in speaking lipglish goes, Bombay isa good
deal behind this Presidency, and if you take the standards of their University exami-
pations and college work, I do not see that there is the smallest evidence that, as
regards the knowledge of what are called school and university subjects, they are in
the smallest degree in advance of us, 1 do not think that anything I l,lave seen in
Bombay really proves that their system of very carefully eonﬁniﬁg instruction in
subjects to the vernacular till the third form or, what 1s equivalent to the third form
is 8o very much better than ours. G 4

« Now, 8ir, coming to the special ease in point, the case of the Triplicane girls’
school, the Honourable Membe'rspw ho have spo]P;en, both of them have ag};lrcxf;aele%ilrtsd
that they consider this to be a well-organised, well-taught sehool, and I would gr;g a
good deal further, 1 have recently visited the school and I have come to the con-
clusion that it is a very exceptionally well-organised and well-taught school
Girls’ schools, for some reason or another, are always in a general way ﬁetter thaxi
boy#’ schools, and I think this Triplicane schcol is pre-eminent amongst girls’ school
8o far as my knowledge of them goes. ' I particularly of course enquired into this

‘matter of English, and the first thing I bave to say is that the English in that school
is extraordinarily goed. I went into the fourth standard, consisting of girls just
promoted from the third standard and so it would be really the thirccl’ standard,—1I
found in that third standard they really understood me quite well. They were as:ked

- questions by the teacher about history stories, they were asked questions and
: : \ th
answered the teacher’s questions, they also conversed with me with quite a deureeeo);
o

facility. I went into the first form which is next above the four

there I had practical conversation with the girls in which all of thetrlxll ]'s(fianré((ila(l;g’ :'ntd
a variety of subjects ranging from the connection between per cent and per zu?n 45
and Anno Domini and extending up to motor-cars and submarines. They coﬁﬁ
understand me perfectly, they could also answer me freely, I went to th)e third
form and in that form they were writing essays of an extraordinarily poetic quality
. ; It was'about the sea. : They said that the girl who wroge.
it was almest a poet. T venture to say that these essays are quite as good as are those
of boys of the sixth form generally.” It is only occasionally you find a boy in the

- mixth form who could write such an essay as that one which T was referring to as the

one of poetic talent. Therefore, so far as the knowledge of English

the pudding is certa}inly in the Triplieane school, the%r managge to gggtei,hzh;ixl')l?g O:
real knowledge of English in quite an extraordinary manner. ' Now, as regards their
general knowledge, as T suid before, as regards ‘the first form where T had  this
conversation, I cannot for a moment admit that the general knowledge of these girls
was af, all behind what you find in the boys of the first form -in boys’ sch%dls
I did ctake the trouble to compare it with the'English of a boys’ school ‘becausé
I went the next day or shortly after, to"the ' Teachers’ College. 1 took the
first form in English and T certainly can say with great positiveness that the knowl-
edge (}f the ﬁI.‘bt form bo;:s in the Teachers’ College is certainly below that of the first
form in the girls’ school in. English. - I-did mot maké ‘any specific attempt to find out
the difference, but, as regards the general knowledge possessed by these pupils, I'ma
say t!mtv. we did have some conversation in the first form in: Saidapet ab(;ut th);
organisation of the army. . The subject was ¢ The Charge of the Light Brigade.*

3
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The boys began to talk of the General’s orders to the Light Brigade to march. Some

of them were in doubt whether they were on horseback or not. But so far as the

grasp of the underlying realities of that poem went, I must say it was not particu-
Jarly good. My opunion, therefore, is that, judged by results, the girls of the
Triplicane school are learning English p_artieularly well, and their progress in geneml
subjects is not suffering mueh. In factit is impossible to suppose that it cannot suffer
at all. On a priori grouuds it must suffer ; but it suffers very much less than one
would judge on @ priori grouuds that it would. I account for that fact.in this way :
the amount of actual knowledge which has to be taught to very young children ‘is
after all extremely small ; they are dealing with simple things. Take so simple a thing
as arithmetic; language does not come much into arithmetie, and the arithmetic of
the lower classes is very simple. Take the other things they study; if there is less
language they study better and the more there is realistic and direct teaching of
things, the better. If they are going to learn new names it is just as well to learn
new names in English. Take geography, they have to learn from maps and not
from talking. It is not impossible that they try in this school so to teach En glish
and also teach the things themselves asto avoid that confusion of mind which is
supposed to result from the study of things in a language which is not your own.
The real difficulty about this language to my mind comes in, in the boys’ schools in
the fourth form. There you have boys being taught decidedly difficult things in a
language which they very imperfectly understand. That, I admit, is a serious
~ difficulty and I am perfectly certain that the work of these forms in secondary schools
is largely interfered with and hindered by the very imperfect knowledge of English
of the boys that come into them. I do not say that Il advoeate their being taught
English from the very beginning, because we have not got, from the practical point
of view, enough competent teachers.

_ . “That brings me to the question of teachers in the Triplicane school. It seems
to be thought that girls are taught in English, because they cannot be taught in verna-
- cular. .I am quite willing to admit that we are not supplied with teachers whose
knowledge of the vernacular covers a sufficiently wide range ; we shall only be glad
to note it as a reform that is necessary. But it is not that the teachers do not know
any vernacular at all and that that isthe reason why they teach in English. The -
teachers in the lower classes are not Europeans and those who are Earopeans know
enough of the vernacular to teach in it.

¢ Then, as to the diversity of languages spoken by the girls, that does constitute
a practical difficulty and that has got to be largely overcome by teaching them in
English. When you go to the first form as the Hon’ble Mr. Ramachandra Rao said,
where there are girls who speak different vernaculars, what are you going to do P
There are ten girls and they are speaking four different vernaculars ! in what language
are you going to teach then ? Surely, it is better to teach in English, which asa
matter of fact, they understand, than to divide them up and make an attempt to teach
them in the vernaculars.

“ [ have had a petition from parents, twenty-five parents out of those of the two
hundred and ninety girls in that school, 8o that not very many parents were represented
in that petition, and as regards the extent to which the signatories of that petition
- understood the real working of the school, I am not prepared to speak, but I think
it is highly possible that they knew extremely little about it.

«T think I have now probably said enough and I must apologise to the Couneil
for having gone rather into detail as regards the teaching in the schools, but I would
say, in conclusion, that I do not regard the system of instruction pursued in the
Triplicane girls’ school as having reached anything like finality. We are quite -
wilFiug to consider all these points, we are quite willing to modify the system so as
to make it still moce effective, but I certainly am not prepared to 1ssue orders to the
Inspectress which apparently is what Honoumble. Members would like to see, that
she is no longer to exercise the diseretion given in the Educational rules as to the
language which should be employed for the teaching in that sehool.”. )

’

 The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur B. NarasrMurswara Sarma :—¢ Your Excellency,
we are thankful to the Government, we are thankful to the Hon'ble Mr. Stone for
the half promise that he has made in the last ortion of his speech that the points

urged by the Howble Mr. Srmivass Sestri aud tho How'blo Mr. Remachandra Rao
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would be considered and given effect to as far as may be. But, while thanking him
for the small concession, I must admit that the whole tenor of the speech from a
general policy point of view is rather unsatisfactory. It seems in effect to say that
the Hon’ble Mr. Stone thinks that after all, provided we can find competent teachers
in English who can express their ideas to boys or girls in English, it might not be so
much a disadvantage to convey information in the first forms in Eoglish -and that,
therefore, there is not any very great reason or urgency for effecting a reform or
modification of the system that is at present prevailing in the T'riplicane Girls’ school. -
The Hon’ble Mr. Stone said that he did not quarrel with the policy underlying the
rules ; he said that an exception was qllowable in certain cases and that the rules
themselves provided for the permission of the Inspector or Inspectress and that, in
this particular case, permission was accorded and consequently that there was no
breach of the rules in the matter of this particular school. But what the Hon’ble
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri and some of us on this side feel is not that any particular
technical rule has been violated. If it is violated, it is open to the Governmeat to
alter it and then there will be no more violation. *.We are not standing upon auy
technical violation of the rule which could be modified by the Government in an in-
stant but what we say is that the spirit of the rule which is actuating the general
policy of Government and whm}} we should lilge to see exteqded cousiderably, that
principle of the rule has been violated and this woul_d constitute a very dangerous
precedent, and we are not convinced by the reasons given that it does not constitute a
dangerous precedent and that there ave not dishdvautages appertaining {o the pre-
sent system. Oue point seems to have been overlooked and that is this: The love
of the mother tongue that we should seeimplanted, especially in the case of girls who
have the future of the homes in their hands—that love of the mother tongue would be
to a considerable extent discouraged if the student is taught to think in English and is
taught to look upon English as'the language to be learnt and is made to despise,in a
way, the vernacular as a language that need not be troubled much about. From that

~point of view, I-would most respectfully submit that the Government must look at -
this particular question, ‘These two hundred and fifty or two hundred and ninety

girls, whatever may be the strength of the particular school, are intended to be
trained, 1 do not think, so much for any particular profession as to be the mothers of the
future generation, and from the national point of view is it desirable that these young
children should not begin to learn and think in their vernacular, to love their
vernacular and to think in their vernacular rather than in English ° Which would
be better from the country’s stand-point? = Then again it is said that these children
are able to follow simple lessons in the English langnage and that any real difficulty
would arise only from the fourth form upwards. But what an immense strain upon
the young mind ! That is a point which seems to have been entirely overlooked.
The " health of the children may be impaired and parceptibly affected, especially in
the case of girls whose frame is supposed fo-be more weak than that of boys and
consequently, by reason of the extra pressure which parents or teachers may put
upon them, beeause they love these children and desirve that these children should
learn as much of English as possible because, unfortunately, aceording to the customs
of the country, circumstances would not permit them to utilize their after years in
the acquisition of this language, because of the extra pressure, these girls may be -
over-studious and consequently may be made to follow eourses which would be an
enormous strain on the brain and may be made to work at enormous pressure and, I
think, it 1s decidedly an undesirable state of things.

*“ Then the question would be when these girls go up to the sixth form, what would

‘.they do? The Hon’ble Mr. Stone says that from the fourth form, upwards, actually

difficult subjects have to be taught and that there is some difficulty felt. He was
not quite sure as to. whether the subjects might not be conveniently taught in the
vernacular.”

The Hon’ble Mr, J. H. Srong:—‘ May I point out to the Honourable Member
that T was speaking of boys’ schools and not of girls’ sehools ? ”

The Hon’ble Rao Babadur B. NARAsiMHESWARA SARMA :—* I knew that the
Hon’ble Mr, Stone’s observations referred to boys’ schools, but I respectfully submit
that, in the case of any girls’ school also, if these girls o- boys in particular,
have to go up to the sixth form, they would experience very nearly the same difficulty—

‘though they might be sensibly superior to the boys of the same age—they would
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realise the same difficulty when they have to grapple with Jarger problems and more
intricate subjects, when they go to the sixth form. The present state of things must

- continue for their benefit evenin the fourth, fifth, and sixth forms. That isa question

which requires considerdble examination. T do not say that there are not difficulties
in the way of the Triplicane school suddenly changing its system. I quite concede,
as my honourable friends did, the difficulties of a change in the curricula especially,
new classes having to be formed and new teachers having to be entertained, and the
additional expenditure on new classes. I also appreciate the position of the depart-
ment which tries to meet the wishes of the parents as much as possible, Our point
of view is this: Would the efficiency of that school, would the knowledge imparted
in that school, be sensibly-impaired by these subjects being taught ini the vernacular
and the school being put upon exactly the same basis and in the same position as
other schools in other parts of the Presidency ? On the other hand, would it not be
‘beneficial that the premier girls’ sghool in the Presidency should set an example to
other schiools in the matter of following any particular curricula or in the matter of
framing courses of studies? I respectfully submit that I hope therefore, that Govern-
ment would see their way—there was a glimmer of hope in the last words of the
Hon’ble Mr. Stone—to gradually introduee into this school exactly the same system ;
because it is understood that it 18 the policy of this Government and the Government’:
of India and the authorities who have been consulted on the subject. The various
reasons for that need not be discussed.

 “Then, as regards the petition, a copy of the petition was sent by very
highly educated gentlemen who are in a position to think on the subject and T
received one, it may be exactly the same one thal was circulated to others, and
amongst the signatories to that petition, there were gentlemen who are pro-
fessors of Colleges who are in a position to know, High Court Vakils, Government

_pensioners, men belonging to various, callings and professions, and I should think that .

though their number might not be Jarge—if they bad taken the trouble to agitate-
and obtain the signature of more géntlemen, it would not have been difficult for them

to do so— yet it does not mean that it is a small minonity of parents that want the
change ; but it is a representative petition and I hope attention would be given to

that, particular attention would be paid to the petition by the department.”

His Excellency the Prestoent = May we adjourn ?”

" The Hon’ble the Rev. G. Prrrenvrien :—*‘ I have only to say a few words,
All that I wish to say is that, if the Hon’ble Mr. Stone saw his way to agree to an
offer to consider the introduction of the new system which is now proposed by the -
Hon’ble Mr. Sarma, I would respectfully urge upon my Hon’ble friend Mr. por'{ S
Qastri to withdraw his resolution, I think there is the greatest possible danger of
exaggeration in this matter. ‘When the Houn’ble Mr. Sarma talks of the eXCessive
stran, I do not beélieve there 7is excessive strain at all, and when the Hon’ble:
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri quoted a large number of authorities, he omitted one great
authority — the authority referred to by the Hon’ble Mr, Stone—that is, the authority
of facts. The facts of the situation show that the Muadras system of education has really
done more {o improve the quality of education than that of Bombay and the north..
I was talking to a Brahman gentleman in the educational service who had just visited
the north & few days ago, before I knew anything of this resolution, and be assured me -
that the thing which struck Lim most in wandering in the north and visiting educational
institutions was the backward character of education, as compared With.ti
in Madras. If {hat'is the case, all the theoretical and a priori arguments fall to the

round. Facts show us that, in spite of all that may be said against our education,
the education of Madras is by no means in'backward condition and it may be that, if £
tamper with it too much, we will damage it. I wondered when the Hon’ble
My, Srinivaea Sastri brought forward this resolution ; it seemed to me that he had lost.
his senee of proportion in referring to a comparatively small school and requiring the -
discussion of this matter in the Council. = I saw, when I heard his speech, the
meaning of it. He was introducing the whole subject and taking advantage of this-

o ity to do so. That I think is hardly fair tothe Council. 1 consider that this.'
is a'matter for discussion betweén the parents and the Department rather ‘than for-
tho.oonnciltohhup.. ) P Te BRTE b qHOLIGHE 7 ‘ 4830 ¢ Gk

e education '
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« I the Hon'ble Mr. Stone would undertake to endeavour to accommodate
matters so as to meet the wishes of parents, it seems to me that the Hon’ble
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri might withdraw his resolution.”

His Excellency the Presiprxt :—Ts the Hon’ble Mr. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri
going to reply ?”’ , .

The Hon’ble Mr. V. 8. Srintvasa SasTrr:—* There are others who wish to
speak on this resolution.” ‘

His Excellency the Presmest :—“ Nobody rose to speak, and, therefore, I called
upon the Hon’ble Mr, V. S. Srinivasa Sastri.” .

The Hon’ble Mr. A.S. Krisuva Rao :—* As soon as the Hon’ble Mr, Pittendrigh
rose, your Excellency suggested an adjournment for lunch. I found it was 2 o’clock ;
otherwise I should have risen.” ’

His Excellency the Presient :— I should like to know who is going to speak,
so that we may know who is going on with the debate.”

The Hon’ble Mr. A, S. KrisuNa Rao:—*“ T am prepared rto begin.”

His Excellency the PresioenT :— The Hon’ble Mr. Krishna Rao will begin the
debate after luuch.” ' :

At this stage the Council adjourned for a short interval and re-assembled at 3p.m;

The Hon’ble Mr. A. S. Krisana Rao : —“ It has given me great pleasure to follow
the Hon’ble Mr. Stone while speaking on this resolution. He has given us an account,
of the work done in the Triplicane girls’ school and of the way in which the pupils
there are trained and given instruction. We rather feel proud that our young sisters
in that institution have shown much better progress in the matter of education than
pupils in_the corresponding boys’ schools; and some of us may even feel flattered
when eminent educationists like the Hon’ble Mr., Stone and the Hon’ble Mr.
Pittendrigh assure us that the system of education in this provinee, as judged by the
results, is better than that in other provinces like Bombay, as already mentioned..
The resolution now before the Council just seeks for the solution of a very important
problem, the soundness of imparting instruction in the third and the lower forms in
non-language subjects through the medium of a foreign tongue. If you all feel that
the system is fraught with evils in the case of boys in boys’ schools, how much more
must it be in the case of girls who are to be the mothers of the future citizens of this
empire ? 1 have not been able to deduce from the statement of the Hon’ble Mr. Stone
any promise or even half-promise that the question will be considered, because he-
merely stated that what had been done in the Triplicane girls’ school did not mean the
final action taken in the matter. .

“ Tt is pointed out that this question is a very simple one and that it ean be
easily settled by an arrangement between the school authorities and the parents of the
girls concerned. T do not really know if the system of instruction to be imparted in
an educational institution can be tested or judged by such a standard as has been
suggested. Parents may haye their own views ; parents in particular cases may even
like to give to their girls instruction in English. Some may like that the instruction
should be in a foreign language. But the question for consideration always is, what
is the best form of mstruetion to be given to the pupils in their own interests and in.
the interests of the country at large? If we judge it by that test, I have no doubt
whatever that we will come to the conclusion that they ought not to be given instruc-
tion in non-language subjects in any other language than their mother tongue.

-, “I have been trying to find out whether any insurmountable difficulties have been
M@ﬁ&o induce the edueational authorities not to. adopt that course in the case
the Triplicane girls’ school ; and I have not beenable to gnd out any such difficul-

ties. The Hon’ble Mr. Stone stated that there were teachers in that school who

were acquainted with other languages.  If necessary there may be a multiplication of
the teachers, but there cannot be any insurmountable objection in giving effect to the
- gcheme. I only hope the importanoe of this question will be considered and that the

~principle s the principle to be adopted ; it is stated that the inspeotress has been given.

+
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BRI experience,  You have only to travel to Bengal and Bombay and carry on conversa-
tion with the people mn English—mnot with a few  eminent men there~-you will at

once  be able to.compare the way in which the ordirary educated man there speaks
Eoglish with the way in which the average man here speaks English.- Honourabie
Members, who have attended”so many sessions; of the Indjan Nationals Congress,

must have noticed the different way in whieh the ordinary man from Bengal or
Bombay speaks Knglish and _the way _il; whieh the ordinary man from Madras speaks

English ; and this difference in the ability to speak English must strike any Kuropean

\' visitor: at . all events wery forcibly. —The Hon’ble . the Rev. Pittendrigh has
also said that if we interfere too much with our education, it might produce disastrous

results, L am afraid that we have interfered  already too much and the disastrous

results of such interference have commenced. 1 believe that the ehanges which have

been made in the educational system within the last few years have had the effect of
creating a generation of men whose knowledge of English is infinitely less than that

of their predecessors. I have heard complaints from the Madras Medical College that

the students there who have passed their Intermediate examination are not as able

discretion under rule 64 to introduce a change and she has done so in the case of the
Triplicane girls’ school. But as there are no circamstances to justify that change, T
hope your Excellency’s Government will reconsider the position and see that the
system adopted in that school'is modified.”’ : :

The Hon’ble Dr. T. M. Navar :—* I must ask the indulgence of the Couneil if ¥

5 make a few remarks on this subject. The subjeet may be eonsidered worthy of being
: handled by experts. But there are also opinions of the mat in the street, and hs
opinion has also to be taken to account, on such a subject ofv%reat national importance.
T do not know very much about the theoretical aspects of the subject that have been
spoken to and diseussed, as to whether the instruetion in non-language subjects should ,
¢ ‘imparted through vernaculars or English. "That. is more or less a theoretical
quegtion. I quite agree with the Hon’ble Mr! Stone in thinking that, from a practical
point of view, where instruction has been given through the medium of English, it
has been found that students possess a much better knowledge of English than in
the other case. Well, Sir, till recently, till a few years ago; all instruction wag

remarks he has been making are quite relevant in regard to the resolution now before
thie Council. . The learned doetor will excuse my saying that the knowledge or
ability to speak Englishis noteverything for & man or a woman. [ would appeal to
the English members in this Council to say how they would like, if we began to teach
the English ehildren ©in Famil when they are in the third or the fourth form.
Naturally they wouldobject, and as we find in every ‘country, they would want their
mother-tongue to be taught. We, the people of this ¢ountry want instruction to be
given to our little onesin our own mother-tongue. - As it is ~-[-do not know if Honour-
able Members can¢ontradict me-~~we eannot think ' and speak purely in English orin
the vernacular. We do talk at-home and perbapsin this Council also alwaysin a
mixed language: s At home there is the danger of many of our English-educated
people mat being able to talk: theit' own ‘tongue even to their own: mothers, bat in a

feos; and yet ‘the Tudian ‘parénts like to takeé their children' there and get them

" admitted there. T know the parent of a child studying there, an Indian gentleman
holding & very eminent position‘inthe.city ;'I asked him why he was anxious abont

- sendiug His ehildren to, that school. " He replied * they learn KEnglish better'in that
school than in auy other school and ‘therefore I send them thére. I had to wait for
some time to get admission wud I preferred to wait-and send my girl to that school ’

That is my -practical experience. As far as my experience goes; I'bave foun - that

the girls sent to these schools speak English much better. - I have aiso seen girls'sent

' to the school where instruction is given in the vernacular. © They get to a fairy high .

. fstandard, but they cannot speak English well. Perhaps they may have considerable.

imvarted in Hnglish even in. the primary schooliinzthis Bresidenioy; andiiL. klieve ‘ to follow the lectu}'em' delivered in English as the old Ma.tn?ulatlon students, not to
that i, wes, in the time of Sir Alfred Bourns, that s change was made:: When1 g iR o Ty ot Tt P :gmgt‘;“;:?:i the Sevapirely
1 lon 1 ; : Medical Behool, senit-da - . ~ ‘ :
;“E :gl?zlﬁfl’?nt., I remember that all instruction in elementary scthlﬂf, Was.lmpil‘ted‘ dble b5 folloW'ltél% leet“relst }illr)l E[lllgl:;zh' tI ?iSkZd tthe Ho?’b{? Mr. St]‘;m 1§h§ other day
; e ” 3L AOEEOT) why this should be so, althou e standard of examination in English was very
The Hon’ble Mr. V. S. Srinivasa S_AST*fI ('mter rupting) -—* No.” hig);], considerably higher 1:hang what it had been ; and the Hon’ble Mr.gStone said that
The How'ble Dr. T. M. Navaw (continuing) :—* The Hon’ble Mr. Stone way . perhaps it might be that in the old ‘days’ they had to study several other subjects
correct me if T am wrong; but my impression is that no instruction was giver ; &, through the medium of English—history, logic and several other subjects in addition
except in English ; and if it was not done in English, it was done in that esperanto sor DY to the English books they had to read—hut that nowadays, if a man took up a subjeect,
of language, which has become common among the educated classes in this country, “( - like’ mathemutics and English, he had to read very few English books. }l)‘hat might
which is a mixture of English and vernaculars in various proportions. Fven if you B e account for it.  Whatever may be the explanation,the fact remding that the present-
" gay that the instruction was supposed to be imparted in vernaculars, I know that the S & day ien have less command of the Knglish langhage, because you have interfered
sehoolmaster actually used that sort of esperanto languagé; and 1 therefore endorse , . S8 with the system of education too much. But if ‘you go on interfering in the way that
the view of ‘the Hon’ble Mr. Stone that, {from a practical point of view, we ﬁm ¢ | gome energetic men want you to do,jou_ may produce a generation of men who may
students having a much better knowlegl%e of English, having a much better command k! Be very very learned, but who will not, be able to express their ideas either in English
of English, if they are taught in English. | IR iy P e 4 ‘or'in the vernacular. T hope the Hon’ble Mr. Stone will not aceept the invitation to
. By had'gmﬂon to meet a gentleman the other day who came from the mufagsaﬂ ﬁ‘; N, introduce the change in the school which the honourable member wants. If he wants
He said ‘T want to make arrangements to put my young daughter into a school in . to introduce a chauge at all, I would suggest that he should ascertain the wishes of the
Madras;” ¢ Why do you want to make arrangements in Madras ?  You_haye got ,4.,& arents. 1t 1s said that there are 293 pupils, but the parents of only twenty-five of
schools “ifi “your part of the country’, T said. . He replied ¢ Oh yes, ix;-' a mw By & them have expressed their wish in a certain manner and the remaining parents have a
sehool, stu ents don’t learn s"\iﬂi'l‘c‘i‘ept English ; and 1 think that fhe young gir s, : right to be heard. “If he takes a plebiscite of the parents, he will probably find an over-
educatéd in Madras schools, are much better in English than ‘thos.e‘,_whom;ﬁm@ W ' whelming majority in favour of the continuance of the present condition and a very
in the mufassal’” "This gentleman was going into the expense of providing for the 4 small minority in favour of the change advocated by the Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri.
accommodation of his young daughter for her being educated in Mzu__iraél ut there e 1'hope that, whatever changes in education ‘may be made, they will not be at the
is' another priétienl- experience to teach us —that a gTeatBrﬁﬂﬂfeney,in: the nse of the s invitation of theorists and faddists.' ' The practical experience of the oldest educa-
English language can be acquired wheré instraction 15 given in E 'gliih. There are v, . tionists in this Presidency ought to be a much better guide than any amount of theory
a few English aéhoolls‘ for 'giri:‘in ;‘h:fadnis wherg*onlyl.la small p_.?entggé-g'of‘lhtiiigﬁ ) ih these days? 1 o o i 448 . .
irls are admitted. If you muke a reference to these schools as to ’é‘wfm'm"rf’ applica ol Ny FE TS b, ; BT
glom are received .fo,;&e, admission of Indian gitls, you will find 'tb;r;?thaﬁugr%%'ki W i o+ The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur P. Krsava Prunar:- =T have listened with very great
times as many applieations us they can‘admit girls, " These sehools charge ‘;sw high o 1 ’ interest to the speeeh of the Hon’ble:Dr. Nayar, and I am wondering whether all the

" amount: of knowledge bottled' up,’;hut 1 have no means of finding what the extent of

Mr';m l“ﬁ ;LHM éii‘ﬂ' i .‘.';f,,:g.‘,{:, éﬁij_g" %0 -.;u‘i.:"','-wg 14 BN S0 T i -\"#‘E’i;"i:éis : h bridl That ¢ i

W .h_ da‘\' iR, N sy, o IR R Bk kv ¢ hybrid, language. That way be the language of the future of the country. We are

11 %The Hon'ble ‘the' Rev. Pitténd “said that ‘our: ross. i education s : . - that by taking to English education our eyes' have been opened to the large

| sna: grester that i obfier Drovibd 3;&&1%%%%&“ e Hifh from practieal e e sl s g
3 1 : '_7 ) ““ A ; "". ¥e s i B B I X%
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influences at work in the world ; and we get a stream of ideas which would uplift this-

country and which would make us feel and think furiously over many things. But, at

the same time, we do not want our girls and children to be taught, while so young; .

only in English. AsI have said talking English very well is not everything for a man
or a woman. I believe~--and it may be that some of our English-educated men are
afraid—that before they get their rights of equality, rights, political and otherwise,
from the Government their women might claim the rights of equality with them like
the suffragettes in England. It may be that with Knglish edueation our women
may not be obedient, and patient, long suffering people as they are. It may be that
the Hon’ble Dr. Nayar may have very good experience of English-educated ladies:
But we are afraid of giving a knowledge of English to our young girls before we
ourselves have obtained our natural rights.

“The Hon’ble Dr. Nayar scems to be very proud that Madras people are better
able to express their thoughts in English than the people in Bengal, and elsewhere.
I could also join with the Hon'ble Dr. Nayar in bearing testimony to the excellent
knowledge of English which our people possess and every one of us has got. his share

in the credit, that we, the people of Madras, can talk better English than the people-

of Bengal and Bombay. ButI do not know if that is everything— speaking in
English fluently. - There is no doubt that there is more diffusion of the English
language in this Presidency than iu other places. Here a jutkawalla or a hackney
driver is able to speak English, whereas there a ticket collector or a booking clerk 1s
not able to do it so well. I used to wonder why Englishmen, whenever you met them

in Northern India, would not speak to you in English butin Hindustani. But we
Madrasis cannot speak any other language except English outside our Presidency.

When we go to Bombay,.Ben’gal, or cther Provinces, we, being ignorant of the Hindi.

or the Hindustani language, must necessarily speak in English. We find therefore
that we are more educated than these people, if education means only ability to ta

English. 1 believe, Sir, that our girls ought to be taught when they are ung in.

their own mother-tongue, so that their love for their mother-tongue might not be
uprooted from their hearts. Our literature 8 very grand, and it 18 a very °£
literature. I do not know whether the Hon’ble Dr. Nayar thinks that heis able t
speak in Malayalam so well as he does in English, and I do not know whether he is as
conversant with his own mother-tongue as he is with English ; but I know this mueh
that most our lish-educated gentlemen are ignorant of their own literature, I
think I may challenge some of our Honourable Members if they could correctly

interpret some of the stanzas in Kural for the benefit of any of us. If they do not-
study their own vernacular it is better that their children, at least, should have

some knowledge of it.

“ My honourable friend referred to the fact that the 'eleme'ntary ‘eduo'atiqn,wa@ .

given to him and others at school in English. Tt is true that English was taught :
but the master who taught: it spoke in Tamil. The boys spoke 1n Tamil and the
English words were introduced gradually and put into the heads of pupils. . I do not

" know if this can be called teaching in English. Unless the master who went on

teaching boys up to the fourth or fifth form was able to express his ideas in the
vernacular, the students would not be able to catch the real meaning of anything that
was taught to’ them. That was my experience, and that must have been the
experience of many other gentlemen. Of course, a much-travelled gentleman like
the Hon’ble Dr; Nayar with larger ideas would like to see that our people are able
to talk English mueh better and also our girls are able to doso.. But, at the same
time, we have other duties, and more important duties in life. ~We should  like to
implant in the hearts of our ehildren, especially of our womankind alove of their
mother-tongue ; and that ought not to be discarded. Our language is pliable and
elastie ‘enough and may be used to impart ideas; very good ideas, to the children;
To impart such ideas to our girls through the English language in‘their tender age is
to putsuch a strain on them which is involved in learning a very difficult language,

like English, and thus to impair their capacity and to do an injury 6 their proper

development.. We find that in other countries, they are fighting for their own

mother-tongue to be tanght. ‘We find that the Boers wanted their own language and
1he Poles wanted their own language. Why shouid our children not have the benefit
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of understanding things in their own vernacular ? The Government are bound to
teach our children in our own language and to make us love our own country. Of
course, it is inevitable that English should be learnt: it is not only "inevitable but
necessary for most of us to become,—it is rather the idea of the people—as ecivilized as
the people of the West, so'that most of our prejudices and injurious orthodoxy might
disappear. But we do not want our children to be taught FEnglish to the neglect of
their own mother-tongue, at that very early age as their minds will become injured
with the strain of learning a foreign language. After all we do think, we are bound
to think, in our own language, our mother-tongue, as we began it almost with our
birth and as we are bound to die with a prayer in our mother-tongue. I ask the
Government whether they can be justified in imparting instructions to our children in
any language other than their own and puttinga strain upon their young minds.
I cordially support the resolution of my Hon’ble friend Mr. Srvinivasa Sastri on
these grounds. = Sentimental they may perhaps be ; but sentiment rules the world

I do think that-the Hon’ble Dr. Nayar, who thinks much of the power of sentiment
to rule the people of this country, seems to set aside all sentiments  in this connection
by setting a great value on the power of speaking English fluently. I cordially
support, the arguments of the Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri and disagree with the
Hou’ble Dr. Nayar.”

The Hon’ble Mr. K. CHIDAMBARANATHA MODALIYAR :—% I wish to say a word
on this matter. 1 have some connection with an educational institution and as far
as I can see, I believe I can heartily support the Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri’s
resolution. There is no doubt considerable truth in the statement made by the
Hon’ble Mr. Stone with regard to the advance of education in this province;the
resalts of education as compared with those of other provinces. Tn fact, T may say
that I was myselt struck by the gulf of difference in the power of conversation which
I found during the recent tour that I made to the Bombay Presidency. However [

~ have considerable misgivings as to the cause of that disparity in the results of education

in this Presidency and there. I do not know whether so much of it is due to this
policy or system followed in the Triplicane school, in imparting education down to
the infant standard in the English language. If T can honestly give my opinion on
the matter, I say that if they had been taught through the vernaculars, the results
ought to and should really have been better. I confess I find great (iifﬁculty in
reconciling myself with the situation which is supported by the Hon’ble Mr. Stone
and which 18 now in vogue in the Triplicane girls’ school. T do think that education
through the medium of vernaculars, particularly in the lower classes, should giv‘;-
greater facilities and should greatly help the ease with which children learn things :
and if sentiment counts for anything at all, as [ believe it must, it should count for a
good deal with a sympathetic and civilised administration like our British adminis
tration. 1 do really think that a greater knowledge of vernaculars and the acquiring
of knowledge through the medium of vernaculars, wheih by the way gives them
g:eatqr knowledge of the mother tongue, should certainly be preferred to the present
ethods followed in the Triplicane girls’ school of the teaching down to the infant
standard of nou-language subjects through the medium of English .

- The Hon’ble Mr. K. R. V. Kgisnuwa Rao:=— My Lord, I moved a res;)rution at
the last meeting of this Council to the effect that the curricula of studies in girls”
schools required revision and that the education imparted to girls must iot be on the

- same lines as those on which education was imparted to boys, inasmuch as girls.

were not expected to compete with boys. Now the education which a girl receives.
is only up to her 13th or l4th year ; and during that time it is necessary that she
should .be taught, as much information on useful subjects as can be done'; and if all
the subjects, tanght merely for information, are to be taught iu English-——that is a.

~ language whieh it is not easy for girls to learn—it will greatly handicap them and

necessarily all that.can be tanght during the few years they are kept at i

not be taught at all. It is, therefore, necessary )"cbat all the sul?]r:etmu;c:;ﬁ; wf:g»

information merely should be taught in the vernaculars so that these girls my be

enabled to pursue their studies after leaving the school. It is no doubt true that,

some parents may require that their girls should learn English: but the English they
5
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may learn at the school during the few years they are keét at school will not enable
them to study or read further at home, after leaving the school, in: Knglish and
acquire any appreciable amount of knowledge in any such subject that might have
bheen tanght to them. I am afraid that if this principle of trying to make these girls
talk English much better by making all the subjeets taught to them from their infaney,
in English alone is to be enforced, then many subjects which are desirable for these

irls to learn and which should be taught in schools cannot be taught, and they will
not be enabled to follow their studies and acquire knowledge after leaving their
school. They may be able to talk English, but mere speaking Knglish will not
enable them fo aequire further knowledge in any useful subject which it may be
desirable for them to acquire.

- % Again, sir, there is much feeling in the country ; and at several conferences,
held in the districts, the consensus of opinion was to the effect that education should
be mainly imparted in the vernacularin the’lower stapdards or the forms. Well,
that is the opinion of the people with regard to education—-that the imparting of educa-
tion in the lower forms in English must not be insisted apon. ~After all, if the

_ parents so desire; they should send them to schools where there are facilities for
' instriction being given in English. But generally that ought not to be made the
principle, for fear that the same methods may be followed in - other important girls’
schools as are now being followed in the Triplicane school. I should very much
like to endorse what my Hon’ble friend Mr. Srinivasa Sastri said, and I desire
that the whoie question may be reconsidered ; and unless parents s;l)ecially 80 desire
subjects taught merely for information, non-langnage subjects, should not be insisted
upon being taught in Knglish. With these words, I heartily support the resolution
of my honourable triend, Mr. Srinivasa Sastri.”
The Hon'ble Mr. K. Rama Avyancar :— I beg to submit that the discussion has

t;km a very wide turn: - For the purpose of this proposition I should think that
one of the points that may be considered will be the question as fo how the parents

of girls in the Triplicane school are inclined towards this matter, The Hon’ble Mr.

Stone has referred to the fact that only 25 parents had petitioned. But the Hon’ble,
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri who has investigated this matter and placed this proposition
hefore this Council is of opinion that a large majority would be of the same opinion,
‘and that the few who have signed the petition are men of light and leading who may
be expected to be followed in their own opinion by others. Apart from that ques-
tion the Hon’ble Dr. Nayar introduced the larger question of expressing our ideas
" in nglish. - [ do not think that has any bearing on the subject, nor is that part of

education u subject which is now under discussion before this Council. Expressi
ourselves in English may be one of the items that may be considered, but whether it
is a question for this Coungil to take up or for the Department of Education to take
up for ite own sake, need not now be raised, : e
* &7 have been also a teacher myself for some years ; and I know how in the fou

i
LRRS

gith and sixth forms boye have had " to be communicated with in inatters connected

with science and mathematics more in Tamil, if the information was to be inculeated
int6 their minds properly. = T quite well remember that in the earlier classes I'had to
express myself in a way which will make them catch the subjects that they had to
be taught. When you impress them like that, the impression that is created is
much better. . ~ o b PR

« The Hon'ble Mr. Stone said that he went to the several classes and On'.inupeoti&:

) iannd out that these girls were doing very well, much better than the boys in similar

' forms did in boys’ schools. ~My Lord, that is a point that may be taken in this way.
- The girls, according to our ancient rishis and shastras, are ordinarily four times as

intelligent as boys when placed under similar circumstances. That is the zeneral 5

assumption. If the girls are taught by the people Wwho would not talk to them in
~ uny other language than Lnglish, it 18 just 1?):3); that they are able to talk English
 very well. But th ‘point is : given all the cireumstances, what would they have done
 and how would they have improved ?—whether, as. the Hon'ble Mr, Srinivasa Sastri
:,ww‘ms;wmiqumwhue'boonff'fbad”in the other subjects or ‘well up in all the
nﬁ&aﬁ,iﬂm were taught in their vernacular. ' The question that was raised that

¢ institution these children were found to do very well is nota
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point that arises, because the amount of difficulty that the girls. should have under-
gone to master the subjects and to place themselves in the pesition in which they
presented themselves before the Hon’ble Mr. Stone is the point which we have now
%o consider; and there is only one answer that is possible. If the same ideas had
been communicated to them in the vernacular would they not in a given time have
digested the same matter that was given to them in English or even more ? I do not
think that there can be two opinions on this matter. The natural law must solve this
question. The only question that arises is.that particular parents may like that
speaking in linglish is all in all and that they should have mates of that kind with
whom correspondence should go on in that language. If that is the sole object of
their parents, there may be a separate school for these girls. But if the Government
and the Educational department are maintaining a general school for the general
education of girls, the question for this Counejl to consider is what they should do,
If, as the Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri pointed out, a large number of parents are also
of this opinion, I submit that it will only be proper to meet the desires of non-official
members—that education should be given through the medium of vernaculars and an
all round improvement and progress has to be aimed at : and certainly if the girls are
to be proper mothers for-all practical purposes and to be of advantage to the country,
mere language speaking would not do, but much more is needed. And that is what
we want.”’ \ '

The Hon’ble Mr, V. S. Srinivass Sastri:—¢ Your Exeelleney, there are so
many points that have been touched upon that I fear that I may exceed the time that
T am allotted by a couple of minutes, and I hope that I shall bave the indulgence of
the Council, though: 1 would try not to avail myselt of this indulgence. In the first
place, I will deal with one or two remarks of the Hor’bhle Dr, Nayar. It is now
40 years ago that I was in the primary school ~and 40 years ago I think quite
Tong enough time to look back upon—and T learnt these subjects only through the
vernacular ; and it was only when I came to the first form, 1.e., the fifth standard,
a transition was made from Tamil to English text-books. Then a change has been
established during the last 20 years —that is to say, the vernaculars as the media of
instruction in forms even from the first to the third. So that, really Bombay and
Madras have, during the last 20 or 25 years, been in complete agreement on this
subject. Therefore, the people who compare Bowbay education with Madras

_education ought to fake the whole facts into consideration. If, having the same

conditions, as to the media of instruction, Bombay education is found inferior and
Madras education snperior so far as the knowledge of English is concerned, it cannot,
gertainly, lie in this circumstance that, in the Triplicane school, an experiment has
been recently started of teaching non-language subjects in English in lower standards
as well. That certainly is the issue. This could not have affected the results, which,
the Hon’ble Dr. Nayar avers, have beei observed by everybody during the last 20
or 25 years. A comparigon of the educational system of one Province with that
of another involves so many considerations that I am astomished at the rashness
with which some of us have come to a conclusion one way or another. Many things
have to be taken into econsideration, not the least of them being the racial differences
and the quality of the téaching staff; so many different things have to be taken into
consideration that I take it rather rash in people to come to the conclusion that the
superiority they allege is due'to the circumstance that the medium of instruction in
the lowest standard in a girl®’ school in the Madras Presidency is English.

" «The Hon'ble Dr. Nayar, following the Hon’ble Mr. Pittendrigh, affirmed that

- we were interfering too much and that it was me, a poor innocent person, who

introduced this resolution, who had been interfering. .I merely ask that the system
which has been in vogue during the last 20 years should be continued and that no
new experiment be fried which is against the verdiet both of theory and practice.
1t is not we who are interfering but it is the experiment in the Triplicane school
which is an interference. : R RORA S By T

& Then it is asserted that the parents in Triplioane'des"iré that this system should
continue ; but that is not what was stated to me in answer to my question at the

last meeting. Thig is an improvement—what we have heard today. What is said

there is they wanted the students fo learn as much English as possible and they found
-that this was the best system, I take it that it is just possib e that what they mean



18 RESOLUTION RE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN GOVERNMENT
GIRLS’ SCHOOL, TRIPLICANE.

(Mr. Srinivasa Sastri.) (28D FrBRUARY 1916

by Triplicane parents is the mothers and the elder sisters of the girls or their female
ardians. It is quite possible that in that sense there is still a large survival of
erbert Spencer’s charge that there is a preference for the ornamental over the
useful. Tt is quite possible that the mothers of girls desire that their girls should
learn everything through English. T come to this conclusion, because I had myself
a talk with my wife over this matter. My wife told me °T hear you are going to
disturb the system of education in the Triplicane school. “Why should not our p,girls
Jearn English as they are now doing, as that seems all righi ?> T explained the
matter to her and after hearing her with the greatest patience, I did not think it wag
possible for me to defer to her judgment in the matter, chivalrous husband though
T fancy myself to be. ug

“Then, sir, I am not at all afraid of appealing to the testimony of fac ich, -
the Hon’ble Mr Pittendrigh states, is the }Eg‘hest iuthority in this ?nattef:f‘tslwllnggh
no doubt, that, if facts be appealed to, they will be entirely in consonance with the,
position that I have advanced today. What are the facts? Tt is quite easy to
bring fo'rward a number of show children. 7There is no system so bad, but there are
boys and girls who would produce the most excellent results under it. It is not
enough that a few girls, the pick of a class, should talk in English with intelligence
on subjects on which they have had a conversation with the teacher. But what ‘afe‘
the facts 7 Most of us live in Triplicane. We are not entire theorists as the Hon’ble
Dr. Nayar assumes.  We have in the same house boysand girls going to school boys
going to the boys’ school and girls going to the girls’ school ; and 'when the boyzs and
girls come home, we find ‘that, standard for standard, while English in the girls”
sehool is higher, the general knowledge is woefully behind ; and we think that this
ig due to the system which unnecessarily perpetuates this difficulty. We think that
English ean be kept up to the standard, without sacrificing general knowledge.

* “The Hon'ble Mr. Stone began by saying that the Inspectress permit i
éxperiment to be tried in the Triplicane schogl. That is a ple)arfectly Egrgntt et%iflhl?
and I never challenged that. 1 did not say that it was an unauthorised prooeduxge»
1 did not want the Director of Public Instruction to take the Inspectress to ta‘sk“'
If T had asked for disciplinary action, I could understand the relevancy of it. I did
not say that it was not authorised ; it was perfectly authorised. All that I said
was that it was against the theory advocated during the last 20 years and forced

~upon other schools, *

~ “The Hon’ble Mr. Stone further said that out of 230 girls only parents of 25
girls had written this petition. It is necessary, in order to understand this point
that 1 should tell you exactly the genesis of this document. [t was asserted, inanswelr
to my question at the last meeting of the Council, that it was the general desire of
the parents at Triplicane that English should be the medium of instruetion. It is in
answer to such a statement that this document has come up; and ‘we thought it
quite enough to send up a petition with 25 authenticated signatures of respectable,
parents to show that this statement was without warrant. Here are the names ,o"f;%'
fow that I take now for your consideration. - Mr, K. B. Ramanatha Ayyar of Pachay-
yappa’s College cannot be said to be a mere theorist, nor cau Mr. G. g.‘ Ramaswami
Ayyar, lecturer in the Wesley College. Then we have Mr. P. V. Seshu Ayyar :
Mathematics Professor of the Presidency College, Mr. T. K. Venkatrama Ayyar,
Acting Professor of Mathematics, besides several B.A., B.L.s and others who send”
their children to the girls’ school. I thought it wus rather cheap eriticism to say

they did mot understand the point or that they did not' pay attention to the point on

which they addressed the Director of Public Instruction. : "

- “There is only one other thing that 1 would menton. .The Hon’tle Mr: Stone.
said ‘ I have seen it.’ I have also seen, but have observed exactly the opposite of
\zhatuhe ,,}:!_uggbqqrvad. I wish to know, your Ixcellency, whether in this wi e,worlgi'
there is any place where such an unnatural thing prevails—that boys and, girls from
the infant standard onwards should be taught information-giving subjects through
languages which are not their mother tongue. How would you like it, if your
@ﬁﬁﬁi@“ nglar ,:"hmgﬂ}*avé‘,to use French far more than our girls will have to
QUL opeoidily qubbidering that ey wot siirvibl o Shdle by cith Yo, s 65
away to villa you like your children all over Fngland having to learn
everything in 'm may hsve

es—bow would you like your .
Trench, from tlie beginning for the reason that most of them may hsve
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to go to France and correspond with French people and use French, as I said,
infinitely more than our girls will have to use English ?. How would you like that ?
Take the girls here. There are Furopean schools and Convent schools in this place.,
I take it that the girls in these schools will have to use T'amil and Telugu a good deal
more than our girls will have to use English.  They live amongst the Tamil and
Telugu speaking population and they will certainly have to learn Tamil and Telugn.
Will you, sir, authorise the experiment of teaching everything throngh Tamil in.
these Convent schools ? «.'Lhey can learn Tamil all righs, but they cannot learn arith-.
wmetic, - bistory and geography.  Nobody on earth will try this experiment. It is:
because anything is permitted here, that an experiment is conducted on these
abnormal lines-—I beg ;your - Excellency’s pardon-—I must not have used that

expression.

«The Hon’ble Mr. Pittendrigh said that thie was a small subject with which the
Council ought not to have been troubled. T began with making an explanation
myself. I feel that this 'is comparatively a small matter which in itself did not
deserve to be brought before the Council. But, as I explained, I see in it a large
principle. TIf an experiment were started under the authority of Government in their
own echool, it seems to me that there is great danger and great risk of this system
spreading until the whole body of elementary schools might be infected with the
mania’ to teach all non-language subjects in English. Therefore, I thought it
necessary to raise an early protest against this in this Council.

« Tt s within the experience of everybody here, officials and non-officials, that.
grievances and complaints which are quietly taken to the heads of departments are not.
attended to in the same way as they would be if there was some fuss made of them,
1 do not blame either the departments or the heads of departments that there is so much
inertia ; for I think an officer will be perfectly justified in not attending to an appeal
unless he were sure that there was a large mass of opinion behind it. ~The depaxt-
ment must know that shere is a considerable body of opinion behind this request of,
mine when I bring this matter before the Couneil. This wasa matter about which, in
the Imperial Legislature, a resolution was brought forward with considerable cogency
and force by the Hon’ble Mr. Ramarayaningar and I may inform this Council that on
that occasion Sir Harcourt Butler, whose authority on matters of education cannot be
disputed. spoke of that resolution in terms of far greater sympathy and far greater
consideration for the future of India than have been exhibited here today.”

; The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Srone:—* Your Kxcellency, there are a good many
points that might be touched upon, but T cannot pretend to take them all up now.
1 think that I'shouid like to try and explain exactly my point as to the facts in
the Triplieane Girls’ school. My point is that they certainly do learn English in.
that sehool in what I consider a remarkable manner and that the children do talk
English remarkably well at different stages of instruction. My opinion is also that
they are receiving what can be called in the best sense of the term ¢ Education.” I
would not attempt to trouble the Council with a disquisition on' what education con-
gists in. T do not think it consists in talking any one language or another, it consists
to a.certain extent in - the cultivation of the mind, and it is my deliberate opinion
that in that Triplicane school, the girls’ minds are being eultivated and - they are
being as truly educated as inany other school in the Presidency. I do not think you
can judge of the degree of education that they are receiving by asking exactly how
much they -happen to know of arithmetic, or of history or of elementary seience or
what not. It .is, however, possible that when they are confronted with boys, they
may show some little deficiency in the number of facts that they are able to produce

relating to the various subjects, But that they receive a thoroughly sound education

"I am quite convinced, I am very much surprised that no. Honourable Member has

4

. called me to account, not for attending so much to English in the school, but for not

attending enough to the vernacular languages. I called for a report as to the

amount of time spent by the girls on the vernacular languages, and I am bound to
say that I do-ot think the time taken in that respect is satisfactory ; they ought to

- gpend more time over their vernaculars, spending more, time reéading vernacular

books and writing vernacular composition ; that is certainly a matter which, I shall
see, is reformed and improved. 3 b :
: bt 1 by g
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« Another point. ~Asis frequently the case, a very great deal is made of the time
gpenit in schivol ; the time spent out of school is forgotten. ‘But the time spent out of
school is really all-important. These girls spend five hoursa day for five days ina’
week, or twenty-five hours in a week in'school ; the rest of their time 18 spent outside
the schiool. T cannot believe that whatever they may do in school, they are going to’
lose the knowledge of their mother-tongne during these twenty-five hours in a woeek
in school. *If their parents are so much interested in the mother-tongue, -as we are
told they ‘are, surely their parents can see to it that they shall' not forget or lose
interest ifi the ‘méther-tongue. "'We' tried to explain the ohject of this excessive:
attention’ to Biiglish and that is, 1 think, that they may know more English whe o
they leave school, taking it for granted that most of them leave school decidedly:
early. Supposing a girl leaves the school with a really working knowledge' of
English, ability not only to talk but to read Kuglish, surely that giel is in a position
after she leaves school and after she has married,—1I am sure she must marry an edu-
cated; man who will be glad, T am quite certain, to be able to converse with her on
topics of interest—is it not a fact that a girl so situated, the warried Wwoman 8o situ-
ated, is likely in the remainder of her life to improve anything that ean be called
¢ educatipu’ to a degree that would have been impossible if she had not left school
with this practical working knowledge of English 7 She will have, at any rate, twice
the possibility of mental improvement that the girl has who has not got this practieal

~ working knowledge of Kpglish. I am told by the Inspectress and I believe it is
true that unless this system or something very like it is pursued in the Triplicane
gchool of giving a great deal of attention to ¥nglish during these twenty-five bours
week in which the children are at'sehool, they will not leave: school with any-
thing that ean be called a working knowledge of English. We have this much:
provided ; it they do leave the school, with a working knowledge of English even
when they leave with the third form. 7The opinion of the Tuspeetress 1s that they
would not leave that school with this working knowledge of the language under aﬁy‘
~other system than that which is now pursued. L , 2

« Another point. I have been twitted by a statement that I have been deceived’
" by ‘show-children. I have considerable expérience of school children und ‘sehool

inspection and school visiting and I honestly do not think that at my time of life T

can be taken in by show-children. I have spoken already about the first form in that
school and I say fhe first form did remarkably well.  So many children joined in the’
conversation, it was not one or two of show-children, but it was the form as a whole.’
The Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa
that in English schools we ought to teach in French. I do not think it would be a bad,
thing, assuming
knowledge of French; and, as a matter of fact, quite a vumber of English parents do
send their children to French schools and German schools in order that they may
learn the languages. ~An eminent member of the civil service has told me that he was
at a school at Naples where French, German, English, and Italian were used
indifferently without the smallest trouble. W hen children are young, language comes
easy, very easy ; early youth is the time for aequiring a foreign lang ‘and I de.
not believe that acquisition of English by these girls makes ®o .mueh'mti‘x?"gw, a8
a priori one might suppose it would even as regards their acquisition of facts. .

& About the'strain, 1 do not think dnybody who goes to the Triplieane school

will think that the girls are subject to any strain. Honourable Members can gc and

see the children for themselves and 1 think they will mot find the slightest symptom in

their demeanour ( r in their spirits to show that they are subject to undue strain.
« { have already said what I am prepared to do, and T have ulready said that I do

not by any means consider the system of instruction in the school is a cast-iron one .
1 hope we shall learn by experience and we

from which there is to be no departure.
shall improve it. 1 hat we shall improve precisely in the way in whici the Hon’ble
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri advises us, I do not think, is very likely ; but.I hope we shall
go on from what has already been accomplished to something better.” Vilri e

. His Excellency the PRESIDRNT :=-* Before I put the resolution, I would say if -

the Council will allow me to do so, that the Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri made some
apology for bringing forward this resolution; I feel after the course which the

debate has taken, I too should offer some apology for having admitted this resolution.

Sastri sought to pose me by saying, suppose we propose

that it was necessary that pupils should acquire a thorough
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RESOLUTION RE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION:IN GOVERNMENT,  2tc
GIRLS SCHOOL, TRIPLICANE: f
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Had I thought that it was likely to raise the very large and wide i‘ssues which it has
raised, i should certainly have been ‘disposed to reconsider my decision to allow this,
resolution to appear on the paper. After all, we must, have some regard to order in
our proceedings ; ifl must be evident to you all that considering that the discussion is,
based on the foundation of the proceedings iu the Hindu Girls’ school in Triplicane, .
that foundation is hardly wide .or, substautial enough to be a foundation for the very}i'
wide and far-reaching discussion, which the Council has listened to this affernoon.
The Honourable gentleman who moved the motion apologised and explained his inten-
tion. . But 1 must say that he added fuel to five, when he quoted the opinions of His
Tixcellency Lord Hardinge, of Sir, Harcourt Butler and various eminent authorities
which could have no regard to proceedings of the Ghrls’ High school in Triplicane;
He then progeeded in reply: to the debate to refer to his forty years’ experience ; that
is. hardly. comparable to the proceedings of the last two years in the Triplicane ")
Altogether 1 think it is unfortunate, because I thinkitis very difficult for the Couneil
to come to a true vote or decision on an issue which 1s 8o presented. There is some-
thing in the rules, and the object, of the rules for the Council is that the discussion
should be focussed on the real points which are put before them, and [ think those who
are taking part in the vote this afiernoon will find it very difficult to know, if they
examine themselves, upon what they are really voting. The issue is further compli-
cated by this faet, that there is quite a reasonable difference as to the facts. 'The
Honourable gentleman who moved the motion gives if as his opinion that a majority
of the parents of the girls in the school hold certain views as to the education that is
imparted ; the Hon’hle Mr. Stone, the Director of Public Instruction, 1 think quite
reasonabl y—certainly it is within his diseretion to dd so—doubts the validity of that
statement. These doubts might have been, to sowe extent, cleared up if the ordinary

procedure had been followed, that is to say, if the parents of the girls in the school made

: whatever representation they chose to make to the proper authorities and the proper

authorities had an opportunity of examining the real facts of the case. I think
much of the vagueness and indistinetness would have been removed from this debate
if the authorities had had an opportunity of going into the real facts of the case.
After all I do not think that there is any doubt 1 the mind of any Honourable
gentleman that there has been no deliberate attempt on the part of the Department
of Public Instruction to vitiate or weaken the virtue of education in that sehool.
We had universal testimony from every side of the Council that the school 1s a most
excellent school and has produced most excellent results. I have lived Jong enough
among educationists to know that there are an&r number of such determined and
bitter controversialists as these, who take one side or the other on theories of educa-
tion. Every one thinks he knows a great deal about education, He has been at
school himself, he watches other people at school and then he holds very strong
views. It is very good and I do not complain of it, but I do say this about
education, if you look into the history of education, into the world’s history
of .education, do let us beware of allowing our ideas about education to ossit'y
and become hardened. If there is one department of public administration
in which a variety of experiments should be allowed or, at any rate, tolerated, it
should be education. T am not saying this in support of one view or the other,—~the
view which has been taken this afternoon in this Council. I do think that we can
be sure, all of us can be sure, that there is no serious purpose of denationalising in this

rticular school and that the only desire is to serve the best interests of the children.
We should also take into consideration the very great difficulties under which girls’
education is labouring in this country and especially the girls’ secondary education.
It is all well to talk about dividing classes into four sections according to the four
principal languages in the Presidency, but where are you to get your teachers from ?
It is obvious toany one who studies girls’ education in this Presidency that we are
still only in the very initial stages, and that we are doing our best to find facilities
for the training and encouragement of girls and teachers. All these difficulties it
would not have been proper for the Hon’ble Mr. Stone to put before the Couneil,

beeause it would have opened a much larger field than he would have been entitled to

do under the terms of this resolution. ' But really, we find, I submit to’ the Couneil,
we have not really of fully surveyed the whole question in the debate that has taken
place just now. For mysclf I _,éijbu}d regret veﬂr greatly, whatever may be the
“rrsult, whateyer may be the demsionm Council on this question—I should regret
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