


‘At 12 noon on Monday the 6th December 1915 His Excellency

held an informal conference of the following Educational officers ;
of the Tanjore District ab which the Headmasters of five High

'Schools in the district were also present:-

Mr. W.C. Douglas, Inspector of Schools, Tanjore,

Mr. R.M. Statham, Principal, Kumbakonam College,

Alr. A.V.J. Vas, Assistant Inspector of Schools,
Tanjore District ’

BiLss E.M. Bower, Assisﬁant Inspectress,

guhammad Allah Sahib, B.A., Sub Assistant Inspector
of Schools, Tanjore Range,

M.R.Ry. V.A. Venkatasubbayya Avargal, Sub Assistant
Inspector of Schools, Papanasam Range,

M.R.Ry. N. Krishna Rao Avargal, B.A., L.T., Sub
Assistant Inspector of Schools, Kumbakonam Range,

M.R.Ry. L. Venkatasubba Ayyar Avargal, B.A., L.T.,
Sub Assistant Inspector of School, Mayavaram Range,

M.R.Ryﬁag. Subrahmanya Ayyar Avargal, B.A.,L.T. Shiyali

ge,

M.R.Ry. V.S. Vasudeva Sastri Avargal, B.A.,L.T., Sub
Assistant Inspector of Schools, Negapatam Range,

M.R.Ry. V. Vijayaraghavs Achari Avargal, Sub Assistant
Inspector of Schools, Tiruturalppundi,

M.R.Ry. S. Vriddbhagiri Aiyar Avargal, Sub-Assistant
Inspector of Schools, Pattukkottal

M.R.Ry. C. Ranga Achari Avargal, B.A.,L.T., Sub Assistant
Inspector of Schools, Mannargudi,

M.R.Ry. K.S. Appaswagi Ayyar Avargal, B.A. L.T.,
Headmaster, Govermment Training School, Tanjore.

|}

Mr. R.B. Wood, I.C.8., Collector, and Mr. T.E.Moir, I.C.S.,

Private Secretary, were also present. |
L-Mr. Douglas opened the discussion on the relation between f;

secondary and elementary schools. The question was whether the |

funds available should be devoted to secondary or to elementary 5,

education. From the statistics it appeared that 10 lakhs of

boys in the whole Presidency studied in elementary schools and
I W] © : ; R
one lakh in secondary schools. The proportion 1 to 10 should li
jl

not be e;ceeded. In fact that was the proportion in England. T¢'

admit too many boys into secondary schools was a blunder, for ‘J

v

gecondary education was intended to equip a boy with liberal
ideas, whereas the object of elementary educatiog was to drive |
out illiteracy. At the present moment it seemed to him that
elementary schools should be developed rather than secondary
ones. In secondary education quality was being sacrificed for f';
gquantity so that for the next five years no additional provisix%g‘
need be made towards seudhdary education. )

4 .The Headmgster of Mayavaram High gchool pointed out tnaé {
there was a great demand for seeondary education. Any aTlé&}l}
to restrict the progress of secondary education would give ri:
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t0 privaté venture schools which would not make adequate pro-
vision and schools of a most unsatisfactory type would multiply,
which it was the object of wellwishers of education to dis-
courage . Any restriction would tell upon: the agricultural
classes who now found English education hecessary for carrying

to many students in his own school for want of accommodation.
; The Headmaster of Kumbakonam Town School supported the

previous speaker and said that the demand for education was

growing among all classes of the population especiall, the

lower classes who had not before profited by English education.

Instead of restricting the growth in the number of students

further facilities should be provided for the development of
secondary education.
© His Excellency asked how the additional expenditure re-

quired by this proposal could be met without reducing the funds ;

for elementary education, and whether higher fees could not be
charged. It was stated that fees had already been enhanced
and that with increased help from Government it might be possible
to increase the number of schools. The Inspector reiterated

that elementary schools should be encouraged as many of the

; boys who were now promoted to the secondary classes did not

deserve to be there owing to the absence of a real spirit for
secondary education. This was evidenced by disparity in the
number of pupils between the 3rd and the 6th forms which
suggested that more higher elementary schools were needed .

The Headmaster of §t. Peter's High School said that there
was greater demand for secondary education than for elementary
education 1n‘f6wna. He therefore suggested that the present

elementary schools in towns might be relegated to villages and
more secondary schools established in towns. In reply to His
Excellency's query how the additional expenditure could be met,
it was stated that mbney could be found from the Tanjore

Chuttram funds. Mr. Wood however pointed out that the balance

was part of the trust and was not available for this purpose.

The Headmaster of the Govermment Training Sehool, Taljore,*”
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~on their occupation. The speaker himself had to refuse admission

i

5




~ed at the earliest possible opportunity. Instead of hawing]‘

3.
characterised the higher elementary schools as degenerate L g
secondary schools; they did not command public support as pareﬁ
preferred to send their children to secondary schools. ‘He augh
gested that if higher elementary schoolgs were to continue they

should be properly organised with reference to their aims and

that these aims should be clearly defined.. The Inspector

explained that the present Pressure on Secondary lehools was due
to the fact that a large proportion of incompetent pupils enteya
ed the secondary school course. This fact also accounted for
the large percentage of failures in the Intermediate ti"
Mr. Douglas would like to create public opinion in favour of ﬁ
diverting the pupils into two branches the one to stop at the
end of the elementary course, and the other to let only the ;
'best brains have the benefit of aecondary education. '

ﬁ Teaching. There were two se331ona1 schools in the distzj;

of the untrained teacher was useless and that he‘shouid'be tre

schools for this purpose he would propose to open claasestin'
existing schools . Ddfflculty was said to be experienced in sen
ing teachers for training in schools situated in other dist'

as they were refused admission there. It was proposed thax tha

higher grade elementary section might be pezmanently opened“

the Tanjore School :

The Headmaster of the Government Training School aaﬂﬁ.v
thele was con51derab1e dlfference in pay between a.teaoheL

a lower elementary training school and a teacher in e.higk.w’
school though Iipqualiflcationn oﬁ both theee elamaas at

Tanjore and Trichlnopoly'hais none while the two aéjaeemt
distrlcts of Madura and Tinnevelly had each a higher elene ba
training school. What was requlred was the defining of terri-
torial ]urlsdlctlon nﬁ or sphere of influence of each higher

R,
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elementary training school, so that teachers in all districts

might have equal chances of taking a training course.

H \D "c'otirs'e of gtudy. The Inspector was surprised that so much
A f ; was made of the failure of studénts in the Secondary School
1 ' | - | | ? / Leaving Certificate Examination. Improvement should be secured
| ‘ : # ,u' f ‘35 K by good teaching enabling the boys to attain the standard set °
£ : ‘ %2 by the examiners and not merely by passing boys by means of
| | L | modergtion, that is, the standard of examihation should not be
, fi lowered. The Principal of the Kumbakonam.college said that ‘
o : B it A | | «f. | the whole difficulty arose from the fact that children in this
’ ( ‘ e 5 i 4‘ f country went to school at five Years of age and that by the time
1 § . they finished their secondary course they became physical
A : } wrecks. This was due to the large number of subjects taught.
% i 1 For example, the four compulsory subjedts, drawing, geography,
i ‘ , %}f : elementary science, and history of India, were not of material
: | ) ‘ it | | 4 e | ,3‘% : importance to a pupil who entered college. All these subjects
R0 L5 h;;,{ "':t  ” T‘. | J.—!II ‘. ,i 3 it | tended to over the brain, which necessitated cramming in
gl 11 0.5 DS Dueirithei t" | . - it '72 g. order to get through the exAmination. His Excellency observed
4 ; ‘ q \'3‘ that the Principals and Headmasters of Colleges and Schools

whom he consulted on the‘point at Trichinopoly protested that

R

ot (il
, ' ' , i‘ g' | there was no such thing as overloading, and that the students
1 s d’i-: , ﬂ ?é é; | had to work hard only for three months in a year.
e i ‘ } g f l\ In order to develop the logical faculty in pupils, it
1 : , q was proposed that the number of subjects should be curtailed,
S ok i T i § that greater number of hours should be devoted to the study
B of English and that suitable textbooks should be chosen. As
.;. ; B i», an example of unsuitable textbooks "Tom Brown'sfSchool Days" i
8 : ‘ = " was cited. This ‘was congsidered not to excite an intelligent ?
: . ‘ (9% | .qi‘ : j ’ : interest in Iggian'pupils. The courses in the 4th, 5th and -5
: W f ' 6th forms should be lightened in order to avoid overloading {
\ e ; - -/ and the examination papers should be so set as to test the ?
| | 5 i f intelligence of the examinees. The Inspector was of opinion | ?
| ;“' o " ’ il It "' ‘, ' :_ ' £ f - | that there wduld be no need to lighten the courses of study %
: e i i ’?T>HA;. WL.: ,.h.%rzr3‘ai_ ki ;¥* J it improved methods of teaching were adopted. §*
j??ﬁéggzﬂ;i%?;;#. | _f?“pégé ?géﬁ%an.' 55 v g ;;: " } Games. The physical development of students left much i
T ;:TJ;V@.f~~« PR 1 | to be desired for want of sufficient playgrounds. Mr. Statham /

remarked that there was indifference on the part of students
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to games, partly due to the great mumber of subjects they had
to study. 'In most cases parents also preferred Xhemssives their :
children to Occupy themselves with books rather than take part i
in games. In Kumbakonam College for instance only 30 per cent i
of the boys fook any interest in games.

ﬁs‘ﬂostels. These were also much in ﬁeéd. Compulsory hostels
were suggested at which a charge of Rs.9 per mensem should be i
made . If a parent was not prepared to pay this he had no claim
for secondary education for his boys. The case of poor but ,
promising students ahould be met by scholarships. ’

L\, His Excellency wougud up the proceedings of the Conference

by expressing his gratification at the increasing desire shown
for education and by observing that education had improved
considerably‘during;the last 15 or 20 years.

cupy to the geemetary to Government, Educational Department,

for_remarks.- b3
/"'"—

government House,

Madras, Private Secretary to

23rd pebruary 1916. : : H.E.the Governor.
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B T80 : NOTES.

\Y

- : Bducational Department.

.
Extract from the proceedings of the conference .= ﬁ‘7“‘

2. Mr. Douglas opened the discussion on thg relation
between secondary and elementary schools. The cuestion was
whether the funds available should be dévoted to secondary
or to elementary education. From the statistics it ap. eared
that 10 lakhs of boys in the whole presidency studied in

elementary schools and one lakh in secondary schools. The

proportion 1 to 10 should not be exceeded. In fact that was
| the proportion in England. To admit too many boys into

- .
secondary schools wasg a blunder, for.secondary education

wag intended to eguip a boy with liberal ideas, whereas

o ad - FOPE i
e I s i

the object of elementary education was to drive out
illiteracy. At the present moment it geecmed to him that
elementary schools should be developed rather than secondary

ones. In secondary education cuality was being sacrificed

o quahtity 80 that for the next five years no additional

.
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provision necd be made towards secondary education.

b o3
3. The ‘e&dmaster of Mayavaram.‘igh FOhOOl pointed out
A
that there was a great demand for secondary education. Any

< R

attempt to restrict the progress of secondary education
would give rise to private venture schools which would not
 make adequate provision)and gchoolg of a most unsatisfactoxy

' type would multiply, which it was the object of wellwishers

.of education to discourage. Any restriction would tell upon

*
.
-
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the agricultural classes who now found Engligh education

necessary for carrying on their occupation. The speaker

himself had to refuse admission to many studentg in his

- o

own 8chool for want of accommodatioh. :

A
4, The Aeadmaster of Kumbakonam é:Qn fdhocl gupported
A

( the previous speaker and said that the demand for education

| wag growing among all clasces of the population especially

’
| the lower classes who had not before profited by English

o

e B b S
| Jducation. Instead of restricting the growth in the number

1
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L k"-’."‘ -y l R — ‘x 4 ﬂ



o

e

P s AT

- Beott, 118 @)

. required by this proposal could be met without reducing the f{

‘be found from the Tanjore Chattram funds. Mr. Wood however B

NOTES.

of students further facilitates should be provided for the

development of secondary education.

5. His Excellency asked how the additional expenditure “?

funds for elementary education, and whether higher fees

could not be charged. It was stated that fe=s had already
been enhanced and that with increased help from Government
it might be posgsible to increase the number of scho 18. The
Inspector reiterated that elementary schools should be

encouraged ag8 many of the boys who were now promoted to the
gsecondary classes did not deserve to be there owing to the
abgence of a real spirit for secondary education. This was
evidenced by digparity in the number of pupils between the
3rd and the 6th forms which suggested that more higher

elementary 8chools was needed.

A

6. The Leadmaste‘r of St. Feter's figh ;choul said
that there was greater demand for secondary education
than for elementary SRkt in towns.. Mk theiwtais ;%j
suggested that the present elementary schools in towns miﬂhtg;'
be relegated to villages and more secondary schools establi:%?
in towns. In reply to His Excellency's cuery how the &dditif
al expenditure could be met, it was stated that money ooul.;:

pointed out that the balance was part of the trust and was <&
not available for this purpose. |

i B r |

& Lea-dmaster of the Government f‘mining ’ohool‘t :

{
Tanjorey characterised the higher elementary schools as |
J

{

degenerate secondary schools: they did not command publio.

support as parents preferred to gend their children to :
secondary schools. He suggested that if higher elementary é,é
gchools were to continue)they should be properly organized ? ]
with reference to their aimg and that these aims should be ﬁ-
clearly defined. The Inspector explained that the present N

prEsBiYe



e
i
/

i
§
;:ﬁ
%
fi
|
i

S

')'&v

Sectt. T1—=8 (3) NO T ES. ; PageM
: mATP:

large proportion of incompetent pupils entered im the

diverting the pupils into two branches, the one to stop

Do Py I's remarks.

@ and the problem secm8 to be how to make these efficient.

-eww l_lf_m coming conference will digscuss whether anything can be done

- given. SN e

OFF'ICE NOTE.

No further remarks seem called for.
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pressure on gecondary schools was due to the fact that a

gecondary 8chool course. This fact also accounted for the
large percentage of failures in the intermediate examination.

Mr. Douglag would like to‘cmate public opinion in favour of

at the end of the elementary course, and the other to let
only the best brgins have the benefit of 8econdary education, _'

I do not think I can adequately discust the relations
between elementary and secondary education here. It ig quite
certain that nothing I can say will prevent as many people
as can possibly do so sending their boys to secondary schools

in this direction by modifying the systemff on which aid is

A //‘{£-¢"45 o V.o i Aﬁdsﬂu‘;45¢§;;
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Extract from the proceedings of the conference.

- 8. TEACHING. There were two sessional schools in the
\ . J district, which trained about 30 in the lower grade ani
4 about 16 in the higher. sThere was also a Government er

‘ i . A v
{ } S by | ‘e(} d+"‘}1ement.¢a.:r,y ining *chool in Tanjore. The Inspector remarked 1

that the teaching of the untrained teacher was useless and
| that he should be trained at the earliest possible op.ortunity.
Instead of having more schools for this purpose he would
propose to open classes in the existing schools. Difficulty
"' wag sald to be experienced in sending teachers for training
X l in schools situated in other districts as they were ref‘used
admission there. It was proposed that the higher grade

elementary section might be permanently oprened in the Tanjore

#4chool.

& § 3 : N N 9. The Aea.dmaster of the Government é:aining)ohoolu
: B said that there was considerable difference in pay between

a teacher in a lower elementary training school and .a teacher

admaster

T ‘ « in a higher school though the qualifications of both these
S
.i‘ - ,
; of the ,Ea.ining /‘chool further stated that the higher elements:

& 5;- clag:es of teachers were practically the same. The

£

i 8 training schools were not - evenly distributed over the

- 2 A » Presidency; Coimbatore, Salem, Tanjore and Trichinopoly had
é ! :3__:' none, while the two adjacent districts of Madura and Tinnevel

n ; had each a higher elementary training school., What was requireg

‘wag the defining of territorial jurisdiction or sphere of

influence of each higher elementary training school, so that

teachers in all districts might have equal chances of taking
a training couFe.

D.P.1's remaxks.
. ‘/ g . d : .
@ We only have Lower plement,ary ining fcho::ls. for economy

1 I am cuite in favour of raiging them all in grade when funds

!

|

| are available. It must be admitted that the territorial

| distribution of higher elementary schools is not gouvd. The
| great increase in the number of A_tgher Flement:'.zy men presents
|

bt '%
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presenting themselves for training was not foreseen when
the schools were reorganized. I will consult the inspectors

ag regards Salem, Coimbatore amd Trichinopoly.

(0]




SRS o

L -

¢
.

Extract from the procecdings of the conference. \QQ

10. COURSE OF STUDY. The Inspector was surprised that

éo much wag made of the failure of students in the Secondary
gchool Leaving Certificate Examination. Improvement should
be secured by good teaching enabling the boys to attain the
gtandard set by theW@Xamihéms)and not merely by passing boys
by means of moderation, that is, the standard of examination
ghould not be lowered. The Principal of the Kumbakonam
College said that the whole difficulty arose from the fact
that children in this country went to school at five years

of agexand that by the time they finished their secondary
course they became physical wrecks. This was d@ue to the
large number of subjects taught. For example, the four
lcompulsory subjects, drawing, geogréphy, elementary science
and history of India, were not of material importance to a
pupil who entered college. All these subjects temnded to over.
1oad the brain, which necessifiated cramming in order to get
through the examination. His Excellency observed that the
Principals and Headmasters of ﬁolleges and ?chools whom he
‘consulted on the point at Trichinopoly protested that there
wag no such thing as overloading, and that the stugents had

:tO‘work hard only for three months in a year.

11. In order to develop the 1ogicél'facu1ty in pupils,
it was proposed'that the number of subJjects should be curtailel;
that greater number of hours should be devoted to the study g
of Bnglish and that suitable textbooks should be chosen,

As an example of unsuitable text bocks "Tom ésﬁn's School Days“
was oitéd. This was considered not to excite an intelligent
interest in Indian pupils. The courges in the 4th, 5th and
 6th forms should be lightened in order to avoid overloading

and the examination paperg should be so set as to test the

intelligente of the examinees. The Ingpector was of opinion

Ethat there would be no need to lighten the courses of study

| if improved methods of teaching were adopted.

0 it

! : Director's
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Director's remarks.

\

1 have the whole subject of the S.S.L.C. course unde

congideration. Opiniong asg to the strain of the course

very divergent. That the boys become physical wrecks is

course mere rhetoric.

I have agked about Tom Brown's School Days in a good
8chools and have becn invariably been told that thtboys

like it though it is not easy for them to enter into it
f\ullyo L

OFF'ICE NOTE.

No further action on the part of the Government Seecms

necegsary at present.

:
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NOTES.

Extract from the proceedings of the conference.

12, GAMES. The physical development of students left

much to be desired for want of sufficient play grounds.

Mr. Statham remarked that there was indifference on' the part
of students to games, partly due to the great number of
subjects they had to study. In most cases parents also
preferred their children to occupy themsdlves with books
rather than take part in games. In Kumbakonam College for
instance only 30 per cent. of the boys took any interest in
games .

13. HOSTEL 8. These were also much in ne-d.
’Compulsoiy hostels were suggested at which a charge of Re.9
per mengem should be made. If a pazént was not prepared to
pay this he had no claim for secondary education for his boys ,
The case of poor but promising students should be met by
scholarships.,

Director's remarks .
Na&duluim.

OFPFICH NOTE.

Games and hostels must be left to become more popular
only in courge of time. No sort of compulsion can be

introduced in either case.
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