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Soliciting'tre opinion of Government regarding

the interpretation of a2 Government of India NétifICation exempt-

ing certain publicationy from the provisions of Act XXV of 1867.

R.C. No. 704/15. :
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: : adra 5.
Sir
I have the honour to submit herewith a copy o;‘..fhe letter |
No. 1337 D.M.5, da.tevdvlsth O‘ctober‘islﬁ,‘ from the Distriot :
lagistrate of Chittoor, 'interpreting the notifica.tio# of the
Government of India, exempting cer‘liain publications fz‘-omA'_tha-
provisions of Act XXV -of 1867, to iuean that the pubuhatidn
speoified therein are exempt also from the operation of s
@3 of the Act, which atipulatss that certain partioula.rs are

*t0 be printed on all books and papers that may be 1asued- L
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of any press. Although this interpretation of the District Magis-

trate secms to be literallx right, a scrutiny of the 1list appended
to Hthe notification will show at once that the intention of the
Government of India is clearly to exempt those publications from the

operation of only section 9 of the Act relating to the delivery of

Eoopies of books to Government for registration and other purposes.

= ]

x' This section is intended to secure for registration and preservation

Fuch publications as deserve to be preserved in the library attached

gto this office; and the notification contains a list of those publi-
cations which, as a rule, have no value as books or permanent litera-
| ture of any kind and do not therefore deserve to be preserved. The
notification is hence evidently meant to specify the kinds of publi-
cations which should be exempt=d from regxatration, i.e., from the
operation of section 9 of +he Act. Section 3 of the Act lays down
that certain particulars, viz., the name of the press, the name of
the printer, the place of printing, etc., should be prénted on all
Ebooh and papers printed within British Indis, obviously to make it
t easy for the Police or any other authority under Government to know
where and by whom any particular book or paper has been printed.
If the interpretation of the District lagistrate, that tne publi-
cations included in the above-mentioned notification are exempt
also from section 3 of the Act, is taken to be correct, there is

| danger of objectionable matter - cbscene Or seditious - Dbeing

printea o= circulated in the form of a cataloque or annual report

|
; (b almunﬁc without the informing inpr1nt about the press and the

‘prlnter, and the task of the Police in detecting where and by whom
such objectionable matter was printed and put into circudation

might become very hard and sometimes even imposeible.

?, According to the Act the penalty for not delivering books in
accordance with section ¢ is forfeiture of a sum not exceeding fifty
rupees, whereas an offence committed against section 3 is punishable

with fine not exceeding £,000 rupees, OTr with eimple impriscnment

for & term not exceeding two years, OY with both. This clearly
3

shows
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- imposed upon printers by section 3 of the Act.

shows the mors imperious and 1nviola§1e character of the obligation

43 Accordingly, it appears to me that the ;nterprétation put upon
the notification in question by the District lMagistrate of Chittoor
is not quite correct, and I am of opinion that the notification is

intended to exempt the publications specified therein from the opera- 1

tion of only section 9 of the Act. The intereet of public safety and

morality requires that no publication,which is issued out of any presgé
should be allowed to disregard the obligations imposed by section 2
of the Act. As T have, every now and then, in the course of the dis-
charge of my duties, to bring to the notice of Magistrates, publi-
cations,which offend against the said section Z, an authoritative

opinion in respect of the matter is solicited for my future guidance.

; A copy of the Circular Memorandum containing the notification in

question is alsc submitted herewith.

I have the honout to be,
Beiox;

Your most obedient servant,

el

G.D, Registrar of Books.
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2K Tae Registrar of Books thinks it desirable to call tho attention of District Rewistrars.
5 Printers and Publishers to the following notification of the Government of India exempiing {
certain publications from the pi jvisionsof Act XXV of 1867. Such publications should in ne y

a8
s
3

¢ase be sent in for registration, nor should they be received by the District Registrars for
transmission to this office :—
Y ; - . NOTIFICATION.
/ By virtue of the powe» vested in the Governor-General in Gouneil by Section 21 of Act
XXV of 1867, entitled * An Act for the re lation of Printing -presses and Newspa ers, for the
L gl g-p pap
__ Preservation of copies of Looks printed in British India, and fo: the registration of such Teol
 His Excelloncy in Couucil is pleased to declare that the following publications are exempted
; * “from the provisions of the said Act — ; ¢
Lo d sl . o~ 7 1. Reprints of books without additions ox alterations, and without new mnotes or com- g
‘ mentaries. 4
N E! 2. Acts of the Legislative Councils without notes or commentaries,
\ X o ! 3 3. Price lists and tradesmen’s circulars.
i m } S 3 ;' 4. Catalogues of hooks and other: artioles, auctioneers’ notices, and advertisements.
(gcia i B . 5. Play-bills, comprising adverti s of theatrical and musical enterainments
i § Y Brone
| | 6. Decisions of courts of law wsthout notes or commentarics.
? g i 7. Petitions and appeals add d to tituted authority unaer the provisions of law.
5 - X 00 4 = \ 8. Testimonials of private individuals or public officors.
_ «s&% M},&E c,\ SOneEngk N ;\‘} i } % 9. Annual reports of schools, banks, socicties and|firms. 5 :
’ \ S . 4 10. Almanacs and calendars. :
x’b 3 \;&0 B . s 5 ; 11. Labels affixed to articles of commerce. ]
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: : X |3 1 December 1871. 8ecys to the Govt. o India. /i
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§ ) Ve of\ S ” - K 2. According to a ruling of tho Madras G t, all Mag A s, Literaryand
\ A v % 545 e e } Scientific Journals and similar periodieal literature published in parts at fixed intervais, and
P, N 9‘\\) 1% *}h & spi 1\ u\\ : ‘\.’ {nt;:d::. to be continued for an indefinite time, should also be reg.isterad in the same /“‘a}"
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.
N..Re O; Toy 9084/15, dated 9  vecenber 1915.

Submitted to Government.

2. Te Registrer's remarks &re endors‘ed.

L mor Director Of public Instruction.
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Returned U.O0.

The notification as it stands at present, has
not hitherto hindered the police from taking action

in regard to the suppression of objectionable 1itera-

ture.

<

In these circumstances it seems hardly worthe
while to move the Government of India for an amend-
ment of the notification.

for Inspr.-Genl.of Police.

The Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Judicial Department u,q,
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Beott. T1—8 (a)—12-1-15.

No'rEst Page 5

n
\»
I'do not see any serious objection to

Sir Harold Stuart's proposai. At the same time its
necessity seems to be doubtful. For the Goverament
iof India notification applies only to Bouks without
iauditioﬁs or alterations (I presume of any kind), and
:I"rice Lists and Circulars will probabiy always con-
"‘taiu the names of those respousible for them; other—
%vise they will be without meaning. These considera—
|
tions may have been considered and may perhaps have
{influenced and be pointed out by the goverument of
[

(India?
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