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10, Frere Road, Fort,
: Bombay, 3lst October 1

The Secretary, to the Government of Madras
Department of Education,
MADRAS.
May it please your Honour'

I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of the
famous Persian Epic called the Shah-Nameh, which I have
recently published after a labour of 10 years, and to request
that the Government of Madragmay be mcved to accord their
kind patronage to it.

I may state that I am a poor Persian Zorcestrian of
scanty resources and have spent all means I could command to the
§ » extent of my power, in bringing out this correct and neat
;? i reprint of the celebrated edition of Aga Awlia Sami Shiraii,
3 which was published some 65 years ago.

The book has been photo-zincographed at the Government

Photo-Zinco Office in Poona, and the learned men of all nations
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have patronized this edition as the work in itself is sufficient

to demand admiration on part of its worthy readers. The Times
of India Review on the subject is enclosed herewith.

The Government of Bombay by buying 29 copies of fhis

edition, have given their generous sup“or}énd the Shah of Persia ?
and the Nizam's Government in token of their liking for the worH
bestowed upon me Rs. 500/- respectively.

As Shah-Nameh is one of the works prescribed by the
Government of India for study by Civil and Military Officers

‘f in Government employ I venture to request that the Government

of Madras will be pleased in assisting me in my undertaking by
purchasing a sufficient number of copies for presentation to
schools and college libraries.

As Government are always ready to extend their
generous hand to the publishers and authors of standard works




act of kindness he shall remain ever
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Times of India, Tuesday, July 7th, 1914.

It was only a few months ago Shahrama Persian in that

we regretted, whilst reviewing the translation of the Shahnama ;

in Trubner's Oriental Series, that there was no worthy edition
of the text of the epic available eitner in Europe or India.
But the want of a really good edition has been supplied in a
worthy manner from Bombay. Mr.. Amuzanda Shirmard has just
issued from the Covernment Photo-Zincographic Press an edition

of Firdusi's Shahnama, which will soon take its place as the

standard text for our generation and only reguires to be broughtg

to the notice of admirer of the poem in order to be atonce
adopted for their ordinary use. Mr, Amuzanda was well advised
in reproducing Sami's text in his edition, a laborious task
which has been successfuly performed with the assistance of
the Photo-Zinco Process. We have tne huge poem of some one
hundred and twenty thousand verses in one volume of eight
hundred pages, and though the page is large and has six
columns, the text is beautifully clear and the bock not
unwieldy.

¥r. Amuzanda has spent ten years over this work,
besides incurring heavy expenditure, but they were years of
labour and of love, for Firdusi is looked upon as a national
poet by Zoroastrians whose early imperial history in Persia
has been glorified in the epic. Parsis used to delight in
hearing public recitations from the Shahnama, and even how'
such readings are not rare. This convenient text, published

at a reasonzble price, should do much to revive the taste

for the Shahnama.
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Education Department,
Bombay Castle, Z0th July 1914.

g MEMORANDUM.

With reference to your letter dated the 15th April,
1914, requesting the patronages of Government to his edition
of Firdusi's poem entitled "Shahmanah" Mr. Amuzanda Shirmard
Irani is informed that the Governor-in-Council is pleased to
purchase 29 copies of the book at Rs.20/- per copy. As one
copy of the book was received with his app ication, M:. Irani
is requested to send 28 more copies direct to the Director of

-Public Instruction at poona with a bill of cost.

(Sd)

SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT.
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in stating that I have re-  With reference to your application
-Nameh the famous Persian patronage of Govemnl’ént to his

ned by Mr. Amuzanda Shirmard through poem entitled ““Shah-nameh” Mr.
 Feredoonjung Bahadur, Esq., C.S.L, C.LF ,and I find Irani is informed that Her Majesty
it excellent. He thoroughly deserves any encourage- is pleased to purchase 10 copies of t
: aﬂ IM: be given him for this work so I bestowed ~per copy. - ¢t
m Rs. 500 five hundred. : I have the honour therefore to re
el (Sd.) HIS HIGHNESS “so good as to send the same by railwa
34 THE NIZAM’S GOVERNMENT. forward the bill of costs on receipt of w1
z i will be remitted to you. : :
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I have received with respectfully and joyfully
admiration the magnificent edit'on you have just
published of the great Persian epic of the renowned
poet Firdosi, one of the greatest poets of the world,
and I have hastened to write to you with my best
thanks. [ have perused somewhat of pages and clearly
Hyperasap Dzccax, perceived that the great Persian edition of Aga-e-Auliya

October 2Tth, 1914 of Shiraz, which you have published is much superior to
the common and ordinary reprints of the great poem.

I am doubtless aware that you have made a great
and merciful service to the Persian literature. Students
of the Shahnameh will highly appreciate the eminent
contribution you have given 1o their :tudies and resear-
ches, and I am the first of them in encouraging- your
high merit in all.

(Sd.) W. Y. PRENDIEGAST, It is perhaps known to you that I have published,
B. Lirr,, at Turin a publication in Italian language verses of ail

the Shahnameh of Firdosi in eight volumes. I have
the honour to send you for your kind acceptance a copy
Ag. Vice-Principal. of that my publication, which 1 believe you will testify
that I have laboured with love and faith in giving life

in Italy to the renown of your greatest poet, who with

! Diwax Orrick, rightful reason has told of self. :

: ‘ : Bhavnagar, 15/h Noverzber. At Turin in October I will send an article at the
AL e ' Sik, : “ Giomato di Flolgia Orientate of Rom ” making a
st e i : - Your letter of the 7th Inst. having been snbmitted reception of your splendid and successful publication.
i . for orders, His Highness th:h Maharatj;:s Saheb has been :
j : ciously pleased to direct the purchase of five copies AN
of yeur publication vis. Shah<Nameh, - 1.(8d) Prow. GEIREESH &
1 have the honour therefore to request you to be . Prof. Doc?. Hglo Vizzi, t.ea::her of Sanskrit. &' Per-
so good as to send the same by railway parcel and for- Sian at the University of T“"n. \Ita¥y). _ : :
ward the bill of costs on receipt of which the amount _ Also there are many testimonials from the Direc-
will be remitted to you. ; ~ tors of Public Instructions of Bombay and M dras and
5 Gy Yours faithfull Bengal presidencies who have admired this work, and
i3 iy e purchased. several copies. - His Majesty ‘the  Shah of |
T, V_.-TR-WEDI, : Persia-has also patronized this edition and bestowed
- Ag. Dewan of Bhavnagar. upon'me Rs. 500, ~ ;

(P T. O]

Nizax CorLEGE,

- Mr. Amuzanda has shown me a copy of the Shah-
nameh printed by the photo-zinco process.

It is an excellent edition and should find a place
# in every College Library. The work is worthy of the
| patronage of all admirers of Persian especially of the
; Parsis whose early history is recorded in its pages.

Arabic and Persian Degrees of Honour,

I am yours, etc.,

¥
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Bombay, gth July 1910,
I have much pleasure in stating that I have
seen a copy of the Shah-Nameh the famous

Perisan epic published by Mr. Amuzanda.
He has printed by means of the photo-zinco
process from a copy of an edition of some 60
years ago brought out by Aga Awlia Sami
Shirazee. That was the best written and
correctest edition of the book available and as
it is now out of print and not easily available
Mr. Amuzanda has rendered valuable service
to the Persian knowing community by reviv-
ing this edition. It is needless for me to say
that the Shah-Nameh recounts in very simple
verse the doings of the ancient kings of Persia.
The book must appeal very strongly to every
lover of Persia's glorious history of the past
and to every one who loves Persian poetry.
The book is also well-illustrated. 1 shall be
very glad if our wealthy Parsees and Moho-
medans will subscribe for copies of this book.

MIRZA ALI AKBAR KHAN,
Consul for Persia.

Mr. Amuzanda has done a great service to
the Persians and Persian students by publish-
ing the book of Shah Nama, the best poem
written in that language. The book contains
the history of ancient Persia and is of great
importance to the Parsis especially.

There are many editions of the book, but
the best of them is the one printed some 6o
years ago in Bombay by a great scholar, Aga
Aawlia Sami. This edition is written in a
very good hand and is far superior to all
others in point of correctness of language and
neatness of printing. It is this edition which
is now made available by Mr. Amuzanda's
publishing it by photo-zinco process giving
exact copy of that edition.

Mr. Amuzanda is poor and has spent a
large sum on the book. I trust his co-reli-
gionists and the Persian students will freely
subscribe to the edition produced by him and
help him torecover the sum spent on the
work. He thoroughly deserves any encourage-
ment that may be given him for this work.

S. M. ISFAHAIN, Professor of Persian,
2nd July, rorr. Elphinstone College.

Bombay, 10th July 1911.

Mr. Amuzanda brought a copy of Shah-
Nameh printed by means of Photo-zinco from
the original copy which is at the Government
Printing Press, Poona. 1 find it excellent and
recommend it to those Persian scholars who
care to have a correct copy of the same.

E. D. JAFER,
Ottoman Consul-General,

Bombay, roth July rg911.

I haveseen a few pages of the Shah-
Nameh which Mr. Amuzanda is publishing by
the photo-zinco process. It isa reprint of the
edition published in Bombay by Aga Awlia
Shami Shirazee which is considered to be a
very correct and valuable edition of the cele-
brated work of Firdousi. Mr. Amuzanda has
spent much time and labour on this work and
fully deserves the support of his co-religionists
and the students of Persian in general.

J. M. ANTIA,

It is an admitted fact that the best edition
of the Shak Nameh we e;erm xuuthe one
given about 60 years ago by wlia Sami.
This exquisite edition is now out of print and
second-hand copies can be had with
great difficulty and at exorbitant prices invari-
ably exceeding Rs. 200, The publication of
exact copies of the original is therefore a
distinct service to the student of Persian litera-
ture and the lovers of Iran and her classic
bard. Itisinits way a heroic effort for a
man of slender means. Years of arduous
labour have been devoted to it and the large
outlay involved bespeaks the enterprise of
Mr. Amuzunda in undertaking the work
Itis to be hoped such a service ,
adequately recognized. 7 of

R. P. MASANI, M.A.

JEEJEEBHOY P, MISTRY, m.A.

Bombay, 13th August 1911,

A clear and correct Lithographic reprint of
the Shah-Nameh isa great desideratum, and
Mr. Amuzandah has rendered a distinct ser-
vice to the cause of Persian Literature in
India by bringing out a reprint of Aga Awalia
Sami's Text. He deserves help and encour-
agement at the hand of all those who have a
love for the literature of Persia.

KRISHNALAL M. JHAVERI, M.A., LL.B.,
Judge, Small Cause Court, Bombay.

Mr. Amuzanda has shown me the first 497
pages of the Shah-Nameh that is being printed
by the photo-zinco process at the Govern-
ment Photo-Zinco Press at Poona. Of the
several lithographed copies of the Shah.
Nameh that I have seen, this seems to me to
be the best. The oringinal being very care-
fully and clearly written, the photo-zinco copy
is a neat and very fine reproduction.

JIVAN]I JAMSED]JI MODI.
16th August 1911,

DAsTUR HALL,
Poona, 1st November 1911,

Mr. Amuzandeh Shirmard has shown me
some forms of the facsimile of Firdosi's Shah-
Nameh in the hand of Aulia Samie. The
work is neatly printed, and as far as I can
see, it is free from errors., The work deserves
patronage of all the lovers of Persian litera-
ture, especially the Parsees, the traditional
history of whose former kings, the work deals
with,

KAIKOBAD ADARBAD
DASTUR NOSHERWAN,

High Priest of the Parsees in the Deccan.

A neat and decent edition of Firdausi's
Shah-Nameh was a desideratum. This has
been supplied by its energetic editor Mr.
Amuzandeh Shirmard Irani, who has shown
me part of the work, being a facsimile of the
original by Awlia Sami. I have no doubt,
that the work will command a good sale, es-
pecially at the hands of the Parsee public,
who ought to feel delighted to keep a copy
of their great national epic.

Gujarat College,y NADIRSHA DORAB]I
Ahmedabad, MINOCHER-HOM]I,
2nd Nov, 19171. Professor of Persian.

ayth July rgrr.
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Replying te 'GCevernment memerandum Ne,4103-1 date

&

Nevember 1916, regarding. the supply ef cepies te educatienal

institutiens ef the beek "Shah-Nameh" by lr,Amuzanda Shifé

mardl Irani of Bembay.
m

Excrosurzs. : : %

Dispesal  No. 8/0;,/;7 A

o - Slabon X _a 4 _.xr _a..», Datd tlze' 7‘vh .pecember

A ST SN P

Jromn (%am)hﬂ"‘le Nr,J.H.Stene,l. A, F. R, H,

(Desigmation) Dizecter ef Public Instruetis

Jo The Secretar y o the Sovernment of %adwo,

Hene
; (Educ Y"
Sir

&ith reference te Gevernment memerandum C. 30.4103-1
dated 21st Nevemdber 1916 I have the hsneur te repert that en"
an applicatien received frem the auther last yeaf requesting

patrenage te his beek in questien,l censidered the questien of
supplying cepies te educatisnal institutiens and had alreaiyrj

arranged fer the purchase of a cepy each fer the marginally ==
1.Presiéency Cellege,lMadras, | :
2., Gevt.Madrasa-i-Azam. { neted institutiens., As the beek
3. Gevt.Muhummadan Secendary | : 2 :

Scheel,Geergetewn,liadras, | is net likely te be read with

advantage in any ether educatienal institutien I de net pre=

pese that any ffirther cepies sheuld be taken fer this Depart;;

ment, : o 'ﬂ-

2 1 return herewith‘Fnclosures and the beek received
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