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CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS.

The Madras Law Collega,

To Tue Eprror ov Tae “Hixpuo."

" Sig,~—After the new sppointment

lego basa staff of nine : ‘boNI':: ﬁoll'
very doubtful if the needs of the College require
A+ many as nine, but one thing is certain the
stadents are not on that account to be more
learned in Law. In fact they have not welcomed
lb: ayw.ltmw’:h.

t 18 almost settled that the law shontd aou
extend over oulytwo years, The sppoiniments w;::
recommended while he 3 year's cours: was suppos-
ed to continue. What justifieation there might have
been for them has now entirely disappesred. Per-
bap« one is right in thinking that the Principal
who is s0 enthusiastic about himself and the work-
ing of his College urged on the College Council
the noed for mine professors and the thinking
that be ought to know about the lctna{ working
of the College easily approved of it The Gov-
ernment can afford to pay Rs. 1,500 per month
more out of the large surplus the Col-
lege yvields every year. But one fails
fo see the need for nine professors of law
for three classes.—F. L. B. L. and the Pleadership

As s resuit the time-table has bee

and all classes begio work at 10 4.
at fomeveninz.
isure ne or two s dav

we would be in the Library referring to nut'.b'»'r?t.:IT

tive works, reports and “the like. Now it has

become almost im tble. This will affect the

::::,; n;‘ ‘: h:l?’m like Hindu Law where

ng cas

0':?.;0 B 2 es and other works has

‘nder this system many students will hav
barely an hour in the mornings for looking l::t;
their books. This affects the large number of law
students living in {Triplicane and Mylapore. The
condition of aw-stodents in Madras is already
miserable. Having no hostel of their own they
have o live in bad rooms and mess in dirty hotels.

ess than an hour's interval

‘hh s regular lecturing or rather drilling for all
W as taught at present has been

complaint and entwgam. Most of uwmf

|

1. Name of Paper— ,ZLJ\_/ M
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M. They are |
Hitherto we |

it in very forceful language some time last year.
Mere repetitions from text books and reading of
the seetion of an act are not surely the way to
teach the principles of Law. It is equally
notorions that with the exception of a virinous
few the students do not pay much attention to the
lectures. Under the new time-table they have to
attend lectures for 5 hours a day and when they
are let off at four they find they are not fit for
anything else. =4
Had thers been an increase in the number of
subjects there might have been some  for
nine professors. Except for the proposes
addition of land tenures to thée B. L. and m
additional work this year owing to the fixe
changes there is no increase at all. A lecturer
or two will quite meet the needs of the college.
One can understand the need for more men if |
there is additional work to be done, but in the
Law College they are first brought in and then
work is being found for them. It is like shaping
the head to smt the cap.
A wholly new feature is the Tutorial classes.
It is this: Each clzss is split up into batches
of about forty Each division being ** tutored ™’
in different parts of the college in
different subjects. The tutors puot questions
| to each student and apparently they will give
| marks to his answers and these wiil mark the
| daily, the weekly progress of every student.
It is bad enough to force B.A's to listen toa
| number of lectures every day from morning till
| evening,it is cruel to compel them fo sit for
| Tutorial or Catechism classes. They will hardly
| have time for study and thinking. Many yearn
for the good old days when there was no compul-
sory attendance and (3ir) Sivaswami Iyer and V..
Krishpaswami Aiyer could sit on the sands and
enjoy the breeze rather than listen to so-called
| lectures in law. But we are in times of change.
| We wish some Senator will move that for getting
certiflcates of attendance a student need attend
only 50 per cent of the working days instead of 75
| per cent of them. Under the preseat system we are
taught lessons in patience and some law too. We
may well contrast the state of things in Madras
with that in other Universities. Recently the
Bombay Committee very wisely resolved to retain
the two year’s conrse and not to change the law
| schoo! into a full-time institation.

Lawyer.
TRIPLICANE, SEPTEMBER 3.
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WHAT IS KNOWN As THE "STRIKE’ AMONG
the students of the
The Madras Law [,y College last week

College. his attracted much
public attention, bug

We are not sure that in the discussions
which have taken place on the subject,
there isan adequate comprehension of the
real points involved.Mr.Arthur Davies, the
Principal, whom the Madras Mail some-

what ostentatiounsly characterises as ‘one
who has been for years well-known for |
his Indian sympathies,” is a strennous
advocate of the three  years’
course for the B, L. degree, and it
was at his instance the the Faculty of
Law and the Senate of the Madras Uni-
versity cln;:god the curriculum from a
two years' course to a three years’ one, The
feeling among the students of the Law
College and a considerable section of the
public has been very strong against the
proposed change, and the Senate an the
Faculty of Law have this year com-
mitted themselves to expression: of
opinion contrary to the views of Mr. !
Davies, which they had formerly ujheld
by a narrow majority. The immeJdiate
cause of the present trouble in the Law
.pollmu'ou out of the students being
'Trgqnlrod to attend the classes for no less
than 23 hours a week. In the view of
the Prineipal the increase in hours of work
Was necessary because the students
neglected their studies in the early part
of the year and resorted to cramming at
about the time of the Examinations, He
treated the representations of the students,
‘that such long hours at the College were
inconvenient and incompatible with
their studies at home, with scant considera-
‘tion and as of no wvalne. Finding that
-efforts to persnade the Principal to lessen
the stringency of the working hours at
the College was of no avail, th. students
in a body abstained from attending the
U&d-u on Friday last, In so doing, they
‘were palpably in the wrong. Their desir-
'ed object became more remote of realiza-
tion by the action which _they took : on
the next College day, the Prinecipal p£€
up a notice at the Board laying a’oyn the
conditions under whiohfﬁ@jf!hd_ent;
would be permitted to attend the College. |
“'.,m;— MRS e )
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1. Each student must at once

a fall and anconditional apology for his folly and
digoyalty. .

Those whose 2pologies are acce pted by ﬁn
Prineipal on Monda , the 11th September, will be
fined 10 days attendance.

Pladalu R M5 i by
rincipal on Tye , the , will
be fined 25 days ltteyndmee. o

4. Students whose apologies have not been ac-
eo&tod on or before Tuesday, the 12th September,
will be dismissed from the College.

With great respect to Mr. Arthur
Davies, whose amiability of disposition
is well-known, et alone his pro-
Indian Sympathies gag testified to
by an Anglo-Indian anthority, we

|cannot commend the spirit, language

or propriety of the conditions mentioned
in the notice. Opn Friday last, ag soon as
it became generally known that
the students of the TLaw College
had abstained from attending  their
classes, there wWas a chorus of
disapproval in the City, and the students
did not find encouragement in any

quarter to which they had recourse for
remedying their grievances. It seems to |
us clear, however, that the Principal in |
the notice which he posted up much |
exceeded his powers, and assumed an

attitude of almost vindictive severity
towards the students who had erred.
We can find no ground for the charge of
“disloyalty,” against the students, or
for the Principal assuming the power
of awarding the arbitrary punigh-
ments referred to in his notice. It
must be remembered that the Prinecipal
of the Law College is dealing with
students who are not minors or
young children who are pupils in schoels.
His students are all young men of aca- |
demic distinetion, holders of one or more
University degrees, engaged in equip-
ping themselves with knowledge to
be useful to them in
sional career. A certain degree of

personal  ascendaney
are the ruling factors of life, A distin-
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the Smte is now
g restore the original
o, ’r.ponlﬂ»mty for

state of things is divi-
'a number of authorities viz.,
Oollm Cowncil, the Senate and
Govw ent. result is that
lhd-hoﬂ.nv ta step-motherly treat-
nqnt. unl they become the¥ictims of the

of bddictl of one sort or
i
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To rae Eviror or tae “Hixpu.”

Sie,—Now that the Law College strike has
ended in the ignominious submission into which
the 375 gradoates of the Madras University were
driven, kindly permit me to make a few remarks
on the question of the origin of the strike. The
unfortanate strikers have come in for a good deat
 of opprobriom, and where they looked for sym-

pathy, admonifion was their lot. Foolish sugges-
tions bave been made with the view of indirectly
discrediting 2 cortain section of political workers
now busy in the public eye, by insinuating that
by their activities they bave turned the students’
beads, and 5o on,

Sir, if langoage 18 not given to conceal man's
thoughts, one would have desired a franker
attitude on_the part of these critics. Some of
our elders, leaders of the Bar and Judges nnd so
on, ought to have taken an interest in the
matter and tried to give relief to the much-
maligned students. But everybody chose to carh
them. with the result that 375 tyoung men, gradu-
ates of the University, were treated like ** dumb, '
driven catile." who were only fit, in the words of L
1 Sir Subramanin Agyar, to have ‘‘ their tails

twisted." ax if they were »0 many plough-oxen.

n 1913, the Government passed an
sanctioning a new scheme for the
l"h College 'hi?' ﬂn't.l.nd l:: .ﬁxoellunt
ene in every respect. n allowed to
be earrried out, c.:ylhiu would be goingz on
well to-day. Ins of that, the whole scheme
has been upset, and whatever was good in it has |
been allowed 10 be withheld in the present order

of things. With your permission, I shall quote
these phs from the Government Order
| No. n‘, Educational, dated 15th March 1913 : —
““His Excellancy the Governor-in-Council is of
" opinion that the existing system under which
part-tume lecturers are appointed should be
| maintained in order to secfire to the the
shcrvices of “‘men of distinction in the | pro-
fession and in daily touch with it."" A% same
to meet the requirements of the increasing
{ Socking. of We - Oolloge it clearly
.Idut'ortx' o ege, 1t is
| necessary to certain changes in the stre
of the staff, the emoluments nlloM'ilund
of

g,...

Now, sir, the strikers have been told, not or
by hostile tongues but by friendly ones, that
have no real grievance in tboumng
working hours. But what does the above scheme
contemplate? It does not contemplate more
than 3 hours for lectures every day, viz. between
10and 11, and 5 to 7. That comes to 15 hours a
week, while between 11 and 5 they will be free to
work in the library. Bnt under the present
arrangement, they have 23 honrs’ lectures a week,
| and no time for the library. Sir, are they not

suffering from a real and substantial grievance ?

Bat, it will be interesting to know how itis

! that the G. O.of 1913 was kept in abeyance till
1916, when it is wholly abandoned. In accordanee
with that G. O., Mr. Davies was apnointed whole-

' time Principal towards the end of 1913. I am not

here concerned to ask whether in the appointment
of Mr. Davies, they observed the rule they laid
down above, viz., that '* men of distinction in the
legal prufession " should be secured. But beyond
the appointment of Mr. Davies, the G. 0. was
otherwisg kept in abeyance; to the questions of
the Hon. Mr. B. V. Narasimha Iyer in the Legis-
lative Council, the uniform reply was returned
that the question of giving effeect to the G. O. of
of 1913 was being considerei—a novel position to
take, seeing that a G. O. is always issued after the
end of all consideration, but not to serve as the
starting point of further discussion. However, it
is believed that it was kept in abeyanceat the
desire of Mr. Davies, who wanted to give the

Government the benefit of his own opinions on

" the remaining points for the G. 0. The result is
the present ill-suited, ill-conceived, and **ill-
starred '’ arrangement.

Comiog to the other points in the G. 0. above
referred to, it will be interesting to know how
far the Government can say that they have
succeeded in securing the services of ‘‘ men of
distinction in the legal profession, and
in daily touch withit,”” in the persons of the
newly-appointed lecturers. Another question is,
why the proposed Curator of the Library has been
discarded ? Is it because no library hours are now
allowed to the students in their crowded pro-»
gramme of lectures ? A further question is,
whether the rule that the professors should pe
lawyers of twelve years standing, and the assistant

rofessors of seven years standing, has been fol-
| lowed in the recent appointments. And lasily,

what is the present condition of the Moot Clab
which a former Principal did so much to make an
indispensable featare of the Law College ?

In conclusion, let me repeat that if the G.0. of
1913 be now carried out in its entirety, not merely
in the letter but in the spirit, not only will the

Pipaset

-

-

§ present unfortuasate students be getting a redress

of their undoubted grievances, but a step will
havé been taken which will inerease the efficiency
and usefulness of the Law College. We have now
unfortunately butone Law College in the whole
of South India except Trivandrum, where these
questions are managed better because the College
is under the management of the High Court. Is it
difficult or impracticable for the Governmentito
place the Law College under the management of
the High Court, even as ‘have
transferred the Medical College to

be that the strike has ended, and it may be nat
the abject submission lof the students will strike
terror into the minds of all would-be strikers for
some years. But nothing is more foolish than e

_control of the Surgeon-General ? It ﬂ
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Question.—No. / 70 for the meeting of the Legislative

Council to be held on the 9 / € NYone o Lag191fp.

Fae _‘ Susmitrep that two copies of this Question may be forwarded to the
phit M / ﬁ?uch::/ Department with reference to Nos. (1) and (4) of the
rules regulating Secretariat procedure in dealing with these Questionsin the
Legislative Council. Orders regarding admission will be communicated in due

course,

/

l X0 /' 1/,; la turee U.0. No. 20/" /_ /{ia tod ;,70“ /_ /6’ .
‘ ‘

To

The 444»-4{ % CaZi) Doptmnt I 42,

CN .

{

~3-NOV-1318
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The Honouranie Up., B,V

onam.eim!m Aryar e

Home (muoauou) Departmons,

'-h-..‘-....o-.q.~-~

ftate 1z, having Teégard to th
8P0leny pivap in

Law Cellege
nade by 1ha

' STV deprivation og

——————— T e o - ——

Principel wiiy be o0%d.

be éanocelled 9
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I  NOTES.

Page %4-—

i ta e ] ,, T i e e ‘ Home (Fducation) Department

Question No.l190. g \O

No official report on the recent strike of

! students in the Law College has been received. It

appears however undesirable to interfere with then

4 4 - b '..’\I . s - . .

; i | & internal management of the College which is vested
e 171 momin i? od bragst IeiTal (B N - I..l-.“,n-’n,r’ in the Principal and in the Director. The following
3 3 - ’ . L-:. 'f"’ =Fk draft answer is submitted for approval:- ]
- o > it ollw Jnnhpds ;
. i e e : “ :
The executive management of the College is ‘:
’ o
1 ® 'vested in the Principal who is subjeect to the con- :

& trol of the Director T e !
|




$ 11—8 (a)—12-1-15.

. 16 @.—Willthe Government be pleased to state if, having regard to the unquali- o A
fied apology given in writing by every individual student recently on_strike in the °° deprivail
Madras Law College, any deprivation” of attendance made by the Principal will be G
ordered to be cancelled ?

16 A.—The Government do not propose to take any steps in the matter.
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