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;Relirio'us instructions
The following extracts from the notel
to q.t’i.m.a‘s 97 Educs}i_on)dated the éth May 1916, wil
serve to explain the previous discuseions in regard

.to the giving of religi u*nstn.cfion in the achool'
. :

i © "The first u meeting (keld in connection with the

‘opening of an asvluu. in oota.can_und) was of opinion
Mthat the Nilgiri Asylunm should e purelyﬁoteetén"b
‘oné';thereby_Pm_ctically sxoluding theé puan gatholic
Osolliie:{s fron.g participat on .-nv i-ts.l}engfi_ts, whilst
®the one “ fir Fenry Lawrence risl*ed'to' see esta—
Q-blished con*emrla.ted the freest ‘ religious toler
"'cion}drmring no exclusive distinctions between anv
®sects of ‘hristians whatever. This resoluticn aro
2 aifeéling of dissatisfaction among the comnux"‘
‘"residing on the hills and another wore largely abten:
';ed meeting w'as convened which disaented fron.‘-*'ﬁe or
"vious one and regolved on the eafablishxrent of an
"a.sylum ﬁot +he lfnes auggeated by Sir Fenry Lanrene
"Finally it was resolved at a meeting held on the 51
“"August 1858 that the principles and rules of the A
w"La.wrence sckool should. be adgpted in the nmat ter of

eli,gion, the author ae ersion of the Bible ‘being
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|* mund Lawrence Asylum znd they were told that the =

@

' ana the religious instruction afforded gy the tea-
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“ .d;isaenting churches being permitted on the Lord's

"ay to attend their own religious services in

* their owlplaces of worship® x X X

“ e *® * * * * *
“The suggestion to transfer the instituti&n

» +o the state ‘was put to the Conmittee of the Qotaca-

charge of the asylum could not be assumed by the
* Government unless the conmittee were prepared to

to 4 x
&« congent/equal liberty in respect of religious instruce

4 tion being allowed to all classes of ﬁ'o‘ﬂestanfs and

>

to Roman Batholics and that His Excellency in Council

®

was of opinion that all children whose parents ar

LS

guardians object upen regigious grounds to their

*

‘attendirm the- public worship of the Church of Fngland

“ orwW at pravers, the reading of the scriptures

« chers of the asylum should be so exempted; and that
¢ provision should be made so thét all¥children v:.ho

« are Mouan @atholics or @Protestants not belonging to

« the@hurehief England may’ on the application of their
& parents oT mla,r:dians,”attend thedxr own places of

« worahip and receive religious instruction’ ih the.'

4 ggylun¥fron their own teachers?

: 5 i
“The Committee bowever replied that the

“ fundamental rule laid \i{ down by the late Sir Henry

Lawrence for each of the Lawrence Asylums ie that «the |
& guthorised 'ersbn of the Holy Scriptures shall be

4 read by all in the schools, .and daily prayer be held

+ according to a phblished form for the whole establish-§

“ ment.* . T ’

«

This view vwas duly placed before the Govern- ¥

“ ment of‘India at the suggestion of the Ccmnittee)

“ and ‘that CGovernuent thereupon WM declared ,@

-
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"thatEL*r'ules relating tc‘religioué instruction in force
*in_the Lawrence asylum at Sanawar (page 8 of the precie)
“aor at least the M principles involvefgein ther shouvld

# be observed, if the Ootacamund asylumzn/zxx made over i
“to the Govermment and become a public 1nstitu:ticn.
4Under these rules though the authorised version of the

* Bible should be read in the scl’:ool, all the leading truthe

“of Christianity alone shéuld be inculcated without un- .

* neceasary/allusion to disputed points of faith or prac-
®tice, ;;aléhe religious classes given in open school
® and the priests of the Roman Batholic church and acere-
& dited ninisters of evaﬁgeli‘al demominationswe_re per=
s nitted to give religious instruction during theé school

4 hours set apart for the purpose to the children of

“their respective persuasions, and to celebrate the divine 3

“service withk them on Sundays. The -Committee of manage-

% ment of the Ootacamund asylum to whom the orders of
¢ the Government of India were communicated firaaly accep X

13
% ed ‘the recommendations of that Government.

3. : The rul'és framed bhv ¥he Government in 1864 for
the management of the 1nstitnf;ion will be+found on pages
_~~ 9 to 123 of the printed precis. Rules 34 to 41 thereof
relate to the imparting of religious instruction and
divine worship. The rules underv.e_nt revision in 1888
b/(c.o.No.Ms dated the 7th March 1888) but mo sibstan—
: $ial change was made in the particular rvles now under
discussion. In 1891, an important alteration was made
by the addition of: the following proviso to rule 42
of the rules printed in G.0.No.147 da‘ﬂei the 7th March

S Rl

kQJ - "Provided that the ch:{ldren of the Roman Batholiv

kp[' “"faith shall not be compelled to attend divine service
\\ “‘of any description conducted according to -the :_r:im 314
of thes®hurch of England or to receive religious instrues

"tion except from the clergy of their own faith."
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The original of G.n.No.B631 Education:dated the 11th
August 1891 way contain the discuseions which led %o
the addition of the above proviso. It has been

\@g kalled for frow Madras and will be submitted on receipt.
\ g

U §
\\U) Na, The ruled of the/institution .were further re-

vised in 1900 (G.Q.¥o'.889 dated the 32nd Decenber 1200)

|Rules 24 and 26 as then amended stand as follows:-

"34. Instruction in religion; The work of +he

"day shall commence wifk religious teaching. The au-
sthorised version of the Bible shall be used; and the ma{h ]
_“+trubhs of Christianity shall be *aught without allusion

"to controverted lioints of faith and practiee. The
f "chillirer. of -the Roman Catholic faiﬂ? shall not be comr-
"pelled to receive religious insfruct.ion from other than
"a clergyman or layman of ,their own faith. At the time
"when religious instruction is given in school, clergy-
"men of the £x Church of Rome, oxr rinisters of the

"Church of Scotland or other Presbyvterian Church or
c@? "of a non-conforuwist body, may, on.giving previous

\P "'notice to the Prim:ipall zttend.‘ and give instruction

\‘ ' Ito the chiziren of their respective communions in a

Uplace set apart for that purpose.”

v
"268. Divine Service. On the application of

"@& clergyman of the Church of Rome or a minister of the
"Church of §cot1-and, or other Presbyterian Church or
"non-zonformist body, reques;cing permigsion to perform
"divine service on a Sunday, with such of the pupils

u: "or officers of the institution as are members of hie

¢
\‘u) "communion, a place shall be set apart fo;:\ the puprose.
"Syeh applicaions.however, shall be made to the Brinecip :
"on or before the previous Baburday. The children

i
lnoz the Rom’Catholic £aith shell hot be coupelled tol

"attend divine service conducted otherwise than iﬁ
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‘\@ U" l' "in accordance with the rites of the Ch@irch of Rome"

5.  Principad of the Institution:- Rule 238 of

the rules framed in 1864 (page 11 of ﬁhe.precie)

required "that.the Principal of the asvlum shall inm
® variably be a¥lergyman of the Church of Engl:—md_,hié
& ‘aprointrent being subject to the approval of the
* Governor of Nadras in Ccuncil).‘ _"-'he qualification
/:Eg,'qﬁ;ed of the #rincipal again came under the consi-
deration of the Government in 1888 and their views
will be found in para 4 (.i;L) of G.0.¥0.91 Fducational

dated the 3rd FTebruary 1888 extracted below:-

“
(i1} mhe RBrincipal and othet Officers.
® The original Lawrence Asylum rules, E
P exbodied in Nilitary G.0.10th kusmat 1859, Y0.3835

- # left it an open question whether a qualified layman or

% 5 clergywan should be appointed to’ supervise the

Asylun. ghe subsequent conditicn that the Principal

»

should invariably be a Clergyman of the Chur& of
& England took its origin in the negotiations gthe
% analgamation of the Military ¥ale Orphan Asylum with

8 the Lawrence Asylum, It was one of the stipulations

"

of the Covernors of the former institution and pervaded

all their proceedinga in connection with the proposed

»

& amalgamation. It was approved By the Covernment of
4 Sir Charles Trevelyan in G.O.‘Bnd June 18623 ¥o.166.

& On the other hand.,the Government of India ‘:rriti;xg in
& 1880, expressed the opinion that the heads of the >
“ ‘several Lawrence Asylums in India should be Military 3
* men, and the Director of PubliefInstruction has proe

~ « posed that the' g

pointment shall be open to“any quali-|
4 fied p-rson,m cleric or layman, who is also REXEXERS
&« a menmber of the Church of Fngland. JThe Government arg

& of opirﬁontl.at the stipulation made by the Governors
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of the Military Male Orphan Asylum§ should be respect
4 ed, and the rule that the Pr‘.ﬁqifal shall be a clergy=
& man of the Church of England will be retained, i
* ' subject Fo the provis@ tha’r”if] at any @ine)a duly

o qualifie:i.clergyman is not available, a military -

» ; & officer may begappointed to the post. The Principal
. . ® will in future be appointed by ihe:Government but

* noninated bv the Committee.™

Accor:iing'ly rule 12 off the existing rules
. (page 80 of the annmal report for 1915) provides :-

.

The Drincipal‘besides possessing suitable edue

3

“ cational and administrative qualifics.tiona' shall be
i & meuber of the Church of England and a clergyman.
4 & If‘howsver'at any time,a duly gualified clergyrnéh is

QSJ “not available, a military officer who is a memher of
kﬁt‘ * the Church 'of England may be appointed.

\
\ % (38 Endowments.
A list of the endownments belonging
to the institution will be found on page 8*of notes .
< @ to G.0.No.496-97 quca“ional)dated the 8th May.1918.
“ aidart
They amount to 13.02 lakhs mostly the assedts of the

a i i

late Military yale and Female Orphan Asylums.MeCondi-

tions under which the Kilitary Male Orphan Asylum was

amalgzmated with the Qoftacamund institution will be

found on page 6 of the printed precis

# : 7. yumber of Roman Catholic pupils:-— The

- Number of Roman Cathclic };npils on the rollsof the
institution at the end of 1915Wes 23 boys and 1% girlefl
(page 31 of the’ann_ual report for 1915.) The Uommitt ed
\ I appointed in 1886 recomwended "that a:z%omm catholic #&
5 4 Page 3 of G.0.91/3-3-88 ‘clergy have not availed themselves of ‘the rules a.llov:-

b | : ™ * ing theuw to gcelebrate divine service and visit the

‘insti‘sution, one member of the Lawrence Asylum
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“whether this suggestion has Beenyat

upon.

8% The Code of Regulations for furcpean schools
1s not strictly applicable to the Lawrence Memorial
school which is fréa*ed as a Covernment institution,
but the prcviéﬁons of the Bode as regardé secular
w&ﬁ education are mostly observed in the scﬁools. Rule

‘6 of the Code all&ws full liberty to parents +04with;
draw their children frow the religious instruction given
W& 1%?%%ﬁbolé; As the Lawre§227:é;§ol. is .greated

| for all prastical Purposes as aégovernment ins*itution’
it is doubtful whether Government can enforce stricter

conditions as regards religious instruction given to

Pupils in that schooli
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