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I have the honour to request sanction for an
expenditure of Rs.600/- for the purchase and repa.ir of
looms for the Wesleyan Mission Industrial Schocl, Karur.

2. One weak point of the work done at the

Industrial schocls is that many of them teach ca.rpen‘try
as ‘their chief subject. There is no demand in t,he S
vijlages for skilled cabinet makers, . 'I‘he ordlna:ry village
carpenter is gquite capable of ma.king the x'ough benches,
boxes and stools, which are all Indian villagers require
in the way of f‘u;mitu.re. The conseguence is tha.t as
so.n as a boy has passed the Advanced examina_t,ion in

cabinet making at one of the Industrial schools, he




g
leaves his village and goes off to work in one of the big
towns under a railway company, or under large furniture
manufacturing companies, with the result that the
village in which he was born receives no bene#lt from the
industrial training which he has recdived.

3. When I was visiting Karur industrial scho-l
lately, I pointed 'this out to {he Superintendent of the
Institute , and asked him what could be done at his
scho.l to improve the economic condition of the people
in the viliages. In Leply, he proposed s scheme for

teaching the Konga Pariahs the use of the improved loom

with £1y shuttle. I enclose his report, describing the | K\

condition of the Konga Parishs, and containing the
proposals which he makes fior Vimproving the condition by
the introduction of fly 1oo‘ms, In view of the circum-
stances described in Mr. Dawson's report I think the
present is a very f’s.voura.ble oprortunity for giving his
scheme a trial and that there is every prospect of some
really useful result being achieved. Rs.450/-, out of
the sul asked for is reguired for the purchase of 6 new
Fly Shuttle Looms at a cost of Re.75/- each, and Rs.150/-
is required for repairing the Iooms already in possession
of the scho:l to make them fit for the purpose. The ;
scho:l has already a building aarge enough to accommodate
25 pupils so that no further expenditure is required at
present.

4, Next year I wmay have to propose to pay a teaching

‘ grant ‘to cover the cost of raw materials as well as the

pay of additional teachers the manager may have to employ
:f‘or this branch of work.

By The amount can be met froi the allotment of RS,

‘current year's budget.

(37% The ianagér proposes” to’give the pupils frec.
board and réquests that a grant’ of RS.4/- per pupil per
month for two years may f)e paid to him to.cover the cost
of this as well a8 of tuition fe-s. I consider that by

foe

21,000 under Special Imperial Grants sanctioned 'in tlie ,1

o

%

the end of one year most of the pupils should be capable of
at least earning their living by the cloth they make T
therefor propose to limit the grant to a sum, of Rs.4/

E) e o

Per pupil for one year and request sanction therefor. Thig

vﬂexpenditure can be met from the aliotment for "Teaching grants"

Sanctioned in the current year's budget.

I have the honour to be,
S

Your most obedient servant,
Wt 6 S

Director of Industries.




The Konga Pariahs and the Weaving Industry.

Feeling tHat/one' of the chief purposes of Industrial Education in

Indisishould bé theltraining Bf workers with-the objeet of sending ‘them
bick £6 their vidiages after! finishing their course, 'there by the
improved ‘methods théy have Iearned,: to remodel and ‘extend the vili age'

industries; and so incFeasé’ the ‘propsperity of’thé’ ommunity normally

and by its own’ effort”dnd ‘initiative, I have considered at’some Jlength

tite’ possibility of giving systematic training in Weaving to gelected

ingPviquals of “the Konga-PariahCaste WHo dre very numercus in the dry
1ands £ the Konganad. 4 18
1¢ 'Ihe’ Kongalpariahs dre largely weavers by Uasté, but tHiS work

15

ig u.alﬁly uhidertaken by the women ‘4t present. ' The ‘best of the men

and some of" ‘the' women-go” in ‘187ge numbers to the 51119 ‘where they

spend ni’né'"moﬁtns of every yegr Working on tHe ‘tea -plantatioﬁ'xs . gome-
of the senior Men''are employed as Viliage péliceman’, and others, both’

men and women, work in the riclds’ for the Goundan landiolders. ¥ mHey'
are an exc‘eed:.ngly lntel igent people, qnd ma.ny among them 'are a,ble to
read and write. i The'y are, in the Karur Taluk, at least 8ixty Charis

of theseiige'dpl've; each 'contalning from half a dozen to sixty houses, 44

while in the ehatérn and’ north-eastérn parts of the ‘Dharapurdn faiue’

o

they are even Hdre hunersus .
2 The Weewlng 1ndustry among. ‘these Parlqbs is not obéﬁﬁyiné
the place it should in the 1ndustr1&1 11fe of the communlty, (o2

because the lo o they use is of the most prlmltlve and 1neff101ent

type , and (2) because, cansequently unan the extreme ineﬁ‘mlency of b i

the lo.m, the output ig very limited both. “in range: and quantity.
& used

The loum/consists practically only of a swinging reed-frame, with a

rolier. tbritake ithe warpuio The operator sits in.the edge of a hole

in the ground in which are the pedals which he works with his feet.

The shuttle is® passed’ through’ the warp by hand..; :The only cloth they: |

manufacture ;80 faxr as Johave:seen, is ordinary coarse, vashti material.

and on such lo-ms they are able only to turn out: ghout, one-third of the 3

quantity they could make on & flyghuttle loum.in the:same time.: They

nevér nakeothiel finer, cloths ; nor do they kmow anybhing at all:of ev'en 5

the simple patiterns auch as8.are used in towel weaving and clothing: =

checksy’ Thisifact itself naturaliy limits the demand for their work .

for in the weekly village markets there is not a.very large sdale for |

P




coarse vashtis.alone.
3. If in the courge of time these people could be taught the

advantagé of the fly-shuttle locm, and could be: induced to work with

industry would sutomatically expand, and the ocaste would increase in
prosgperity and importance . With the greater range in kind and style

the demnd would incresse, and with thé greater out-put the people

‘ would be compelled to seck markets further arield. This extension of
| the market would itself agein lead to further increase in the demand.
4. With regard to the ways and means by which this ceste n_aight be

‘ encouraged to use improved mthods, the simplest plan would, in my
estimation, be to take intelligent boys of gay fourteen years from the
villages and train them in the variez:l uses of the fly-ghuttle loom:. 5
Thig instréction would have to be given in & qualified Industrial
School . If practicable, too, such boys should be sent home at the '

end of‘ their oourse wit.h lo“ms of their own. R B

boys to & far higher pitch than is ever required “in t.he ordinary
village work, so thet when & boy hag completed his training, his
amition leads him rather to the shops and factories of the large
towns than back to the village where his ability would have so
little scope. But if , in the casge which we axre ﬁonsidériﬁg, a

boy when he had finished hig course, ;t”Qund himself the prbud possé;ss-
or of an efficient loom of his own, there wouid be little temptation

for him to do other wise than take it home and use it.

I would suggest the following:-—
(1) That intelligent boys of about the age of fourteen be chosen
from the villages and taken as boarders in a qualified Industrial
Schocl.
(1i) That they work full-time in the factory, but that attendance
at night classes, where they would be taught reading,writing, and
arithmetic, be compulsory. .
(iii)‘ Thet the course of tuition should extend over two years.
; (iv) As at the end of the two years course the boys would be he,rdiy
,Z;V old enough to start life on their own account, and, moreover, would

pogsess no efficient loom of their own, they should be kept in the

it in their own homes, there seems to be little doubt tha‘t the village

i+ . The tendemy in Industaial Educa.tlon in India is to train f.o .

School for a further two or three years. Uuring this time they
should be.a,ble to earn from Rs. 6/- to hg. 8/-,0r even more, per
mensem, by piece-work. Of this Rs. 8/- would have to be paid t0 the

Hostel for focd, etc., and out of the balance the Superintendent of &S

should keep a sum of Rg.‘2/- or more, according to the wages esrned
towards the cost of a loom ﬁith which they would be provided‘ when
old enough to make good use of it, and sufficient had been saved up
to pay for it . This method of purchase would, in my opifxion, be far
more satisfactory for all concerned than any application of the hire
purchage system.

(v) That such students be not required to take the Government Exami-
ngtions &t present, but that Government overgight be provided for

in other ways.

5. The Wesleyn Mission Industrial School, Karur, of which I
am Superintendent, could accomodate, without any extension of its
buildings, about twenty-five of these boys in addition to the
students at present in residence, and I am willing to give the scheme
a trial herxe. It would not be practicable to take s0 many new boys
all at once, but in the course of six mopths or a year it ought to be
eagy to graduslly deal with them.

AS, of\ course, these boys would prbve & dead losgs to the
gchool for a considerable period, & Government Grant would be re-
quired‘ by the School . T would suggest that & grant of ks. 4/~
vper month per boy for two years would be rea.sonable. of this, Es.3
wou.ld be given to the Hostel for roovd etc., and ks. oy would go to
the Industrial Schocl ag Tuition Fee. A suiteble amount of pocket-
money would be paid to the boys monthly from the Industrial School.

A Grent would be needed towa.rds the cost of new looms which,

it would be necessary to instal, and an additional Weaving Maistry

would be required.

Sd. C. Dawson.

Manager and Superintendent,
wesleyn Mission Industrial School,

July.18th 1916.. Kia o urrd
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