


Published at—

Dated—

THE 8 8. L, ¢. SCHEME.

COMMERCIAL SUBJECTS,

Mr. R. Seshagiri Rao, Senior Commercizl
“Tnstructor, Board High School, Amalspuram,
“writes : 3

- Ibisawell-known fact that befire the intro.
-duction of commercial subjzets into the 8.8 L L,
‘scheme these forlorn snbjecls were eolely ||
_patrouised by nepassed men, who had no cthec |
opening lefs to them, either under Govern.
meat or private bodies ; bat now, after thein-
‘troduction of the t:cbmical subj.cts into
the S. S. L, C. course, & thorougu chunge
has taken  plsce, Commerciul subjects are
.eagecly sougit for pud axe becoming ine easing-
1y popalar generslly smong students wio hsve
‘mo1dea of takiog a University cousse ; and‘if
shere had been a degreeof Bachelor or Gom:
“merce in our Unive:sity, eimil.r o arts, medi-
-oine, law and eugineeting, 8s is found in some
of the sister Uriversities, such. as Bombay,
X am sure many jouig men would have

- taken & degree in commcres, whith would

‘ba of-practical use to she country. Sull, it
‘is never t0)late to wend. - Thus is the proper
“time to institutea degres of Bachsler of Com-
\merce, and iv is hopsd thab the gentlemen who
‘ried once or twice before to irflnecce the Uni-

~ wersity for the introduction of commerce ia

her educstion, will not give up the tesk es

; hopeless, but move the question again end sgsin

2il1 it becomes an accowpli-hed fact.

‘While thankiog the Governmens tor the intro
duction of the technical subjscts at leastin the |
8.8.L.C. course, Lshould like to point cut scwe
desired changes in the present 5.5, L.C syllabus ¢
fn shorchand, typewnting, book-keeping, and
gommercial arithmesic, A perus:l of the list

cendidates published sununlly in the®
Fort St. George Gazette Wwill convinea aoy-
one that only a few studsuts—I canrot s y
‘many, beesuse bite number is really inaignificans
when cowpared with the total uwmber of stu-
dents app-aring year after yesr—take up one
or mors of these technicalaas theic optional. Of
she few that choose theae technicile, many take
ap shorth nd and typewnbiug slosg with his-
tory or any osher subj-ct. ‘Lhe grompisg of
shorthacd end type-wriiing as one optionsl is l
very ushappy inoeed, merely for the fact they |

' loss thelr individuality. For, from experience,

~maks in
himself very studiously to i pra
¥ irw.: nh:?ut»j;es bein’; taught from the 5.0 {

it will be wanifess that students find ic a
‘hobby to practice typewriting, while, with the
‘exception of a few,

with shortbsnd, T

typewriting alonz,

orm.

The Government recognizes ss eufficient |

uslificstion for & sborcuand-iypiss an S. 8
TG easdidate who 6ok up saorshsnd and |
typewritixg ae one of his cptionals und scored
a falr sverage—the exact average required |
is mot kuown. But ome cannot jadge from |
the matk« givenin the certificate now mueh
she student scored in shortbead and how mach.!
in typewnwing, es only one figure is to be seen
under shorthznd &nd typewniting So it can
b confidencly atfirmed thut & ¢ :uiidate who has

ed storshand and rypewricing, elementary

rade, of the Govemmens Techaleal Examins.
‘£lops, 15 by far superior toen 8, 8. L C. candi:
~dats with shorthacd »nd typswmmiu one cf |
his optionals, becauce tus 8, S.L U stu.|
pay less attestion to
wr:ting, v;h the suze

‘dents generally
“hand than to_t7pe

_ withou gronpng them togethies

ice for two | |

it Ll Ta eaying
this I am ouvly reiterating what many of my
drends have already opined through the
columps of your very able and insiructive
_jourual. A simpler methed, bat by Lo mean:

- so0 effective as the one above-mentioned, would

be to note the marks eepsrately vnder sbort-
band exd typewriting in the 8. 8. L C. ceriifi:
«eate, so thav the real worth (f the student may
be known 1n each subjoct. This may alco guide
the student in improving the subject in which
e is weak.

So far 1 have done with ehorthand, Let me
examiue the syllsbns ucnder book keeping
and commecial arithmetic, The very ficst
thiog that sirikes one on perosing the syllabus
1s the absence of any mention about the theory

- portion of beok keeping.  ‘heo-y must alwsys

‘precede practice. [o is quite possible
work  ont  problems in  bcok keeping
‘practically in a most mechanic I way with-
out being able to expiess the reason
why a specified transaction is entered in a
particalur way, Becsuse it is not a psrt of the
public exswination to put questions on theory,
the stodents thorougbly neglect to master the
principlea, The ssme was the case with short-
nand a yesr or kwo age,but it hss beer reciificd
recently by giving & second pper on shorthand
principles, Siudents are uunder the impression
that bec:use the eubject is book-keeping, |
English has nothing or very little to do with
A6, The Engiich knowledge of the student can
be tested only if he is asked questions on theory.
1f he masters the principles he can ot orly
improve his Eaglish but «lso make his practic.1
partof bok ke-ping parf- A student with
& sound knowledge of the priveiples of bock-
keepiug would be more correct and methodical in
working out practical quettions that one with-
opt that advantnge. oreover, the syllabus
dn book keeping corresponds almoss with that
“of the Intermediate grade of the Government
ical Examinetion, 2nd when the latter ex-
amination consiste of two pepers, ore on theory
and the other on f.neﬁoe( why should not the
-same be sdopted ia theS. 8. L. C. examination
also? . the combination of commereial sri
shmetic with book keeping is unsecesrary, if the.
.examin: tion in the latter consists of a theory
paper aiso. For, the syllabus in prastic:l
aritbmetic t-ught to all the students, which
forms part of the elementsry mathematics under
Group A, covers the whole field of arithmetie,
oluding that of *Exchange,” -‘Iaterest,”
< Disconnt,” * Present worth,” ** Stocks and
“Shares,”and metric system And queations on the
bove hardings are ro5 nucommon intheelemen
hxmlhh roaties papers, As regsrds the forms,
£u “Iavofe:s ? ** Account sales,” * Credit
“mote,’ ebit note.” “Bills,” ¢ Cheques” and
<Promissory notes,” questions may be asked in
“the theory paper as suggested above. Thusit is
annecessary to make commercisl arithmetic
a part of buok-lwiing.

In 'ﬂting this I lvu.-imp\? @ my
-opinion, azd it isleft t» the S. S, L. C, Bard
#0 tackle the question and recast the syllabus
in a more svitsble form.
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