


HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S TOUR, 1916.

Eztract of an address to be presented on
the occasion of laying the foundation
stone of the Karaikkudi High School.

¢ May 11 PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY,—
We, the members of the Sree Meenakshi-
sundareswara  Vidyasala  Association,
Karaikkudi, beg most respectfully to offer
our beartiest weleome to Your Excelleney
on this oceasion of Your Excelleney’s first
and ever-memorable visit to the Chettinad.

¢ We cannot adequately expressour deep
feelings of anxiety and concern about the
titanic struggle which has been convulsing
about three continents for the past two
years and more. We eagerly look for-
ward, almost every hour to the success
of the allies, fully trusting in the justice
of their cause and in the increasing
strength of their arms. We are sure and
we pray to God that this war of ¢ right
against might’, of ¢civilization against
barbarism’ will soon end in victory for
the allies.

¢ Before requesting Your Excellency to

perform the pleasant function of the
morning, we beg to acquaint Your Excel-
leney with a few details about our
vidyasala which has got on successfully
these four years and more. We must
confess that education is backward in
these parts and as our popular Collector
observed ¢ our school hag supplied a long-
felt want as there is no similar institution
within a considerable radius’ Funds
were first raised to the extent of Rupees
35,000 and the present school came into
existence in the year 1913. From small
beginnings and from the position of a
purely vernacular school it has now risen
to a popular incomplete secondary school
with the third form as its highest under
the management of a registered committee
of thirteen directors. The school was
recognized by the department only in June
last and though its strengthis 200 at
present we are fully confident of a big
complete high school here within the next
three years, as Karaikkudi is the centre of
the Chettinad.

Tt is a source of much gratification to
think of the initial help rendered to our
school by Mr. M. T. T. V. Vellayan
Chettiyar Avargal, our Secretary, who
subseribed a sum of Rs. 15,000. 1tis due
toMr. A. V. P. L. Chidambaram Chettiyar
Avargal, our Vice-President, whohas come
forward with a generous gift of over half a



lakh of rupees towards the construction of a
building for the school, that we are able to
meet here today under such auspices and
take part in this grand function. We
hope that with similar generous help from
the other members of the community the
prospect of a residential college here will
at no distant date be an accomplished fact.

“ We cousider Your Excellency’s visit as
a happy augury for the prosperity of our
school and we hope and pray that Your
Fxcellency’s Government will guide us
and  foster this young and rising
institution.

¢ With these few lines we beg Your
Excellency may be pleased to lay the
foundation stone for this—our vidyasala.”

Secretariat note.
Hour Depawmursr (Epvoatron).

No specific request is made to Govern-
ment in the address. The institution
having been recognized only last June,
there is no information in the office about
ifs status and financial condition. Sub-
mitted that the Director of Public Instruc-
tion may be requested to furnish any
information that lie may have about the
school for the use of His Excellenoy the
Governor.

E.AV.—31-8-16.

N.K.—381-8-16.

C. RaMaANUIA AcHARIYAR—31-8-16,
P. Rajscorara Aomarvar—31-8-16.

OFFICE 0F THE DIRECTOR oF
Pusric INsTRUCTION.

The school has not yet been inspected
and I have nothing but the papers relat-
ing to the recognition. The reasons for
granting this were—

(1) The school had financial back-
ing.

(2) It had a prospect of a good
building being provided (since realized).

(3) It was a Nattukkottai Chetti
venture in a Nattukkottai Chetti centre.

It was managed by a strong registered
committee with well drawn-up articles of
association.

It was provided with a satisfactory staff
and in general there seemed every pros-
pect of its developing infto = good school.
At the time of application for recognition
last April there were only 82 pupils so
that the strength has more than doubled.

J. H, Stone-—4-9-16.
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Mr.Subramania Ayya: and Members of tne Vidyasals Association
of Xaraikudi.

uet me first thank you for the Loyal references wnich you
have made to the struggie in which the Empire and its Aliies are
engaged. Lt is sometimes said that the magnitude of this countest
and the importance of the issues invoived are insufficientiy reai-
ised in this country. That I have not found to be the case in the
Chettinad. The addresses I have received on my tour fuily recog-
nise the gravity of -the struggle and nave also [ am giad to say
evinced a quiet assurance wnieh L share that though the struggie
may be prolonged the issue is uwot in doubt and tnat our cause wiii

triumph and that completery.

1 have listeued witn great iuterest to tne nistory of tiis
School and sincerely congratulate you on tine deserved Success
wiich has rewarded your enterprise and tne generovsity of its bene=
factors. 1 understand that the strength of the School has more
than doubled since it applied for recognition in April last, a
convincing proof that it has met a great want and that in & mani
which has commended itself to the iphabitants of this piace. We
are met here today tv put the seal of permanency on the work so
successiully accomplished and it is a great pleasure to me to ta g
part in this ceremony and to iay tne foundation stune of tne
buildings in whieh thenks to tne generosity of Mr.Unidambaram
Chettiar this~ Scﬁom wiil find a fitting and abiding nome. Uur
grateful recognition is due to fim for nis eunligntened desire t |
neip tne cause of education nere and L snare your nopes that tu
institution wills Jus-tify the support it nas received aud may il
due time acyuire even'nigner status aoa taus meet in stiii larg

measure the nspiraﬁiéus of students in tnis place.
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