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Sri Venkatesh Bhavan Book Depot,
Kumbakonam,

Dated 20 June 1915.

T. R. V'YASACHARYA,
PROPRIETOR,
Sri Venkatesh Bhavan Book Depot,

KUMBAKONAM.

The Secretary,
To the Government of Madras,

Educational Department,

MADRAS.

MosT HoNoUureD SIR,

I most humbly and respectfully beg to bring the following few lines to your
honour’s gracious and favourable consideration :— :

[ have devoted all my life to a wide and profound study of Sanskrit Litera-
ture with special reference to Hindu Religion and Philosophy. It has always bcen
my desire to place before the world, correct, critical and handsome editions of the
priceless gems of Aryan Religion and Philosophy, and with extremely slender
resources at my disposal, I and my brother Mr. I' R. Krishnacharya were able to
bring out,

1. Almost all the important works of the Dwaita School of Philosophy.
2. The Mahabharata of Vyasa.

3. The Ramayana of Valmiki.

Aud now I have independently set my hand to the bringing out of a work
much larger, more important and more costly than any previously published:—I have
arranged to bring out a critical, complete and Variorum Edition of Sri Vishnu-
Purana with all the available commentaries of the ‘three Schools of Hindu Philo-
;ophy, for the first time. The true Vishnu-Purana I now propose to bring out is
(‘l‘nite different from the Vishnu—Purana recognised as such till now, being nearly
four times larger, a fact which eminent scholars have just begun to recognise.

IMPORTANCE AND NECESSITY.

1. “All the Satvika Puranas are the most conducive to eternal welfare ; of
them the Bhagavata is the best; but there is a better one than the best and that is
the Vishnu-Purana."’

‘“ No other Purana can be placed on the same level, since the Supreme

Lord Hari forms the subject of it throughout, in the beginning, ir the middle and in
the end.” '
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“ The other fireflies of the puranas show their flickering lights only so long
as the sun of the Vishnu—Purana does not dawn in the horizon of our hearts.”

“The aspirants after liberation should drink deeply at its fountain, since the
most sacred Mantras occur at every step and their manifold interpretations.”

*“ The six Amsas or cantos that are narrated there, are bat the expositions
of the six letters of the Great Sacred Mantra (Shadakshara Maha-mantra) and lead to
that blissful state which even the six Angas of the Vedas fail to secure.”
Purana.

2. Of the Vedas the Purusha Sookta concentrates the essence ; the Manu
Smriti of the Dharma Sastras; the Bhagavad—Geeta of the Maba-Bharata ; and like-
wise the Vishnu—Purana of all the Puranag—— Garuda-Purai a.

3. The Linga-Purana places it on the same level as the whole body of the
Vedas with their inuer mysteries. :

Parasara

4. Sri Yamunacharya speaks of it as the Purana-Ratna, or the crest jewel of
the Puranas.

». The great founders of the three Schools of Hindu Philosopby reverently
quote from it in their respective Bhashyas on the Brahma Sootras and in almost all
other works of theirs, and some of them designate it even as a Smriti along with
Menu and with the Geeta.

6. Professor H. H. Wilson speaks very high of this Purana in the preface of
his famous translation and says that it is a very valuable compilation.

7. Mr. A. C. Burnell writes in his classified lndex of the Sauskrit Manuseripts
of the Tanjore Palace Library :—¢ This Purana has been printed several times in
Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, but has not yet been really edited.”

8. Mr, Monier Williams says in his Indian Wisdom :—* The Vishnu-Purana as
conforming most nearly to the epithet Pancha-lakshana, will give the best idea of this
department of Sanskrit Literature. It is encyclopaedic and is rich in philosophical
speculations and curious legends.” It is also styled “ The Mine of Historical Gold,’”’

SPECIAL FEATURES.

Tili now, The Visinu—-Purdna was known to consist only of Six Amsas or
cantos, or 6,000 verses only and not beyond that and the existing commentaries also
cover so much. But now there is a surprise in store for the public. All the
Puranas in their synoptical list of the contents of 18 Maha Puranas, assign 23,000
verses to the Vishnu—Purana. Now what bas become of the remaining 17,000
almost a three-fourths of the work. Are we to class it as one of the priceless
treasures of our lost Aryan Literature? No. The Naradiya Purana says that the
above 6,000 verses form the first part of the Vishnu-Purana, and gives the name of
the Vishnu—Dharmotlara to the second part which contains of 17,000 verses.

I have after a research of many years throughout India, been successful in
discovering.two copies only of tﬁis rare work, one from the Government Sanskrit

“College Benares and another from the Deccan College, Poona.

: I propose to bring out the comlete text of 23000 verses of Sri Vishnu-
Purana in the present edition with all the commentaries available for the first part,
giving Chitsukhiya, Sridbariya and Ratnagarbhiya for Adwaita, Vishnu-chittiya for
the Visishtadwaita and Dattatreyiya for the Dwaita and with different Readings
and giving the contents of each Adhyaya at its head, Of the above commentaries,
the Dattatreyiya of the Dwaita system and the Chitsukhiya of the Adwaita School
have also been newly discovered by me and are for the first time brought to light,
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In conclusion, 1 beg leave to remark that the Vishnu-Purana is the only
Purana that is acknowledged by all Scholars, oriental as well as occidental, to be a
treasure-house of accurate information to every student of Indian antiquity, though
modern European writers who have now and then unduly disparaged the authority
of the Puranas generally, bave borne testimony to the valuable historical information
contained in the Vishnu-Purana.

I believe I have said enough and even more about the unique importance
of the work and of the great difficulties that lie in the way of my bringing it out.

A poor and insignicant man with ro required funds and with but a very in-
appreciable circle of friends, T have boldly set my hand to this labour of love, and the
undertaking being a very costly and extensive one, 1 most earnestly and humbly pray
that our benign Government might extend to me its liberal patronage by taking a
large number of copies of the work and by granting me a magnificent honorarium to -
enable me to complete this great and national work early.

I bave submitted to-day by a separate Book Post for your henour’s kind
perusal, the published parts 1 and 2 of the work with copies of testimonials granted
to me by Great Scholars of India regarding the importance, necessity &e. of the
undertaking, printed on the over-leaf of the parts themselves.

In ancient India, the State maintained such, as devoted their lives to the
study and dissemination of knowledge. The British Raj has taken its place and in
the midst of the absorbing and diverse duties of modern civilized Government, has
recognised the need for promoting literary Studies and encouraging Scholarship. I
therefore beg of your honour (as the noble representative of our beneficent Raj) to
accord to me such help as I may deserve in connection with the accomplishment of
this great work. ‘

I further beg leave to submit that such sympathy and help would be most
opportune now when the West and the East, the Rulers and the Ruled are drawn
together closer than ever by common interests, common hopes, and common ideals.
For, T assure your honor that such publications would help forward the revival and
encouragement of the study of Hindu Religion and Philosophy; it would throw open
to them boundless field of knowledge and thought; it would set before them high
and noble ideals; and would eventually lead them through good and useful lives to
the feet of the Almighty Father.

Most humbly and respectfully begging to pass favourable orders.
I most humbly beg to remain,
Most HonopreY Sir,
Your Honor’s most obedient and Aumble servant,

gﬂm
A 2 Proprificr,
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