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Gopy of 8 bomi-official letter o, 100, dsisd Z9th

Ny 1915, from P, K. Howlett, ksquire, Imperial Psthologi- 1
sl Gntomologist, to the Agriculturel Adviser to the Govern—
ment of Indias s Do e ’f
i

#letcher is away on tour, snd I do not know whether ;

he has mentioned the matier buié it occurs %o me that the f

olaims of lac dye are worth consideration by Government,
now that reliable dye-stuiis are in such great demsnd,
Owing to the low price of lac, the dye might be produced

at a iigure not exceeding Rs. o & maund,and large guantities

are available, The dye itself is qxtruolyﬂg.!t,m wes

formerly very extensively used both for silk and cottom.

_Ite displacement by the very similar mminv‘“?l"i' V:‘
due to causes of the ssme kind as those which havodmsoi
the .. indigo trade, snd its low .opn‘tv_,y‘.gptr wollpnh 11: |

R

O | o ettt

_extreémely useful &l the prescnt time, I forward some small

L

patterns of lac dyed gilk which Mr, De has given me, in

the hope that you may be able to meke n&ne use of them,
Lefroy is oi course well up in vhe method of manu-
facture etc,, and enquiries ai Home could be referred to

him if necessary.
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Copy of & demi-official letler o, ¢/99, dated Camp Simla,
the g2nd June 1915, irom B, Goventry, G.1.&,, Agricul-
tural Adviser to the Government of India, and birector,
Agricultural Research Institute, Yusa, to the Honourable
Mr., %, B, Low, C.JI.8,, 1.0.8,, SBecretary to the Govern-
ment of India, 5epartment of Commerce and Industry,8imla,

_______ TR+ TR S Tpem————

For some years we have been interesting ourselves
at Puca with the improvement of lac, Howlett has pointed
out to me that owing to the present low price of lac and
the great demand for dye stuifs the dye wight be made
available in large quantivies. H¢ says it wmight ve
produced at & figure nov exceeding Rs, 5/- per maund,

I forward some patierns oi lac-dyed silk which he ha@
gent me dyed at Pusa, I also forward copy of his letter,
Have you any information about the dye¢ and do you think
it would be any good trying to stimulate its production

and consumption.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
DEPARTMENT OF OCOMMERCE AND INDUSTBY.

Simla, the 2lst August 1915. 191 ,

(Industries),

My dear Coventry,

- With relerence to your demi-official letter
Ho. €/99, of znd June, on the lac-dye industry, I am éringing
the matier demi-officially to the knowledge of Local Governments,
but such informetion as I have is not iavourable as}xegarus the
future oi the industry,

2, Dr, llarsden has brought out the importsnt point that lac-
dye cannot be applied to cotton, as there is no method of fixing
the dye upon cotton. This conflicts With Howlett's statement that
the dye was once used for both silk and cotton, but appears o
be correct, The shades upon wool and silk aLe fast, but lacking
in brilliancy and this may account for the diéplacement 0L the dye

by cochineal which gives similar shades but of greater purity,

Both dye-stuffs are "mordant colours” i,e., f£or their effective

use they require the employment oi metallie seltvs, Upon alum
mordanted wool and silk the shade is bluish orimson but the bright
scarlet shade obtaineu by the use of tin salts was in greatest
demand in the past., Lac dye gave & fagter shaie than cochineal
but was only used in admixture with the latter to improve its
fastness; it was never used alone &8 the shade obtained was not
suiliciently brilliant to meet the market demands., With the dis-
appearance oi scarlet bunies Irom the army both dye-stuffs lost
their importance and now find only & limited application in silx
dxnng, cochineal being here again the dye-stuff in greater demand ,
whilet a little lac is used for producing crimson shades for
woollen carpets,

Do Wool and si1lk dyers might be glad to_ have The dye under

Present
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present conditions, if it cau be produced &t & fdgure

not exceeding Rs. 5/- & meund, But this is e purely s
tomporary posit:!.on o,nd. cmnot '
pregent very high rates for omthctio bu m-qg
has not the tuntut oh&hoo et“lxulding 11;4 on fﬁ
gynthetic dm can be obtained at snything ﬁh
- their mormal pngn and Gorw cannot

take measures to 8t
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. Coventry, Juqnira,ﬂ Tefey
Agricultural Adviser to the Government of Indie, 2
and Director, Agricultural Research Institute,
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