


GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
OOTACAMUND.

12th June 1915, Y

Dear Mr.Rajagopalachari,.

£ I am sending you the enclosed

}cuddapu.h District ‘f}ongress; Com—
i please arrsnge to let me have
0th instont 3 copies of a printed

note on each subject?

A ey Yours sincerely,

The Hon'ble :
Diwan Bohadur P.Rejogopalacharior Avl. ,C.1.E.,
Secretary to Government, Educational &e.Dep ts.,

Stonehouse Hill, Ootacamund .
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S TOUR, 1915.

Egtract from an address lo be presented to
His Ezcellency the Governor by the
Cuddapah Dislrivt Congress Commitice.

* * *

B

“ We firinly believe that the system of
“education imiparted in elementary
‘“ schools requires some modification, The
; ¢ course of instruction must be such as to
R “ create in pupils an intelligent interest in
¢ the hereditary occupations and profes-
“sions, instead of apathy and indifference,
““and fo equip them for their future lives,
W& therefore beg lease to suggest that
‘tin every elementary school provision be
* made for imparting instruction in agri-
«“ cultiire and the various arts suited to the
* coudition of the localities.”

Secretariat note,

Revesue Departacess,

' Please see the extract above. The

question of  imparting agriculbural

GF. portions miarked in Sir John Atkindon’s instruction in elementary schools hasbeen
.~ speech on pages 84, 35, 36 and 39 of G.O. considered previously and the decision was
(I? 1652, Revenue, 8th June 1914é also Mr. that it should not be imparted. It may.
-, Chadwick's note ou pages 4-5 of Notos to however, be noted that the Hducational

" . k)

@ G.0. 1152, Eduuntldm_zl, 9th October 1914. Department has had under consideration

proposals for developing nature-study

- i and that orders have recently been issued
©.0. 618, Edqaa_ho’nn}{ I?'fh e 0l on the subject. Submitted that this file
{* Getd 2 2 may be transferred to Hdueational who,

it is understood, have received a copy of
the extract above and are dealing with it.
A single note may be prepared in Bluca-

tional,
K.S.N.—15-6-15.
C.R.—15-6-15.

I think so.
A. H. A. Tovp—16-6-15,

[

This question was recently discussed
at a joint conference of local Agrigal-
tural and Rducational officers, if I Yo
collect aright, and they formulated a
syllabus of nafure-study, deprecating any
attempt at definite instruction in agrieul-
ture. Their conclusions were endorsed by
Mr. Coventry, the Agricultural Adviger

.
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to the Grovernment of India, on the note
which . he recorded after his visit of
inspection {o this Presidency last January.
That note should be added to the file
before transfer to Edueational with
the request to include these notes or their
substance in the final statement of the :
case. 5
L. Davipson—17-6-15.

Ezlractf from Mr. B. Covenlry’s moles on
ad b2 a tour in the Madras Presidency.

* * *

T discussed with him (Mr. Wood, the Prin-
cipal of the Agricnltural College) also the
subject of so-called agriculbwral education, by
which term is really meant rural education, a
very different thing. Ibappears that a coufer-
ence had been recently held between membery
of the Agricultural and Educational Depart-
ments with the object of defining the extent of
the assistance which the  Agricultural
Department could afford to give. The conclu-
gion arrived at was that the most the
Agricultural Department could do was (a) to !
assist in training a very small class of carefully !
selected teachers on whom as well as on a special
officer depubed for a time will rest the respon-
sibility of threshing ouf a conrse to be given to
teachers in training schools and in eriticising,
if requested, on the text book, and (b) to
inspeet, if reguested, the training schools from
time to time. I have forwarded demi-officially
the report of this conference to Scerotary for
the information of the Government of India ag
it contains to my mind fairly clearly the issues
involved in this controversy and the utmosk
assistance our department can give in a subject
which really concers the Educational Dipart=
ment.

EpucarioNAL DEPARTMENT.

The teaching of Agriculiwre in ovdinary 1 <

elementary schools has been condemned
. for the reason that pupils remain in those

: 7s note on pages 18 to 18 and the JOEN? : g
Mld’is(il:::i::xc}{nsthg IAogis};atgix’e Council on pages schools only for a short period and in the
/) 29 to 40 of @.0. 1652, Revenue, 8th Juue elementary school stage they are not ina
&/ 1914, position to assimilate knowledge imparted
Pages 46 to 48 of the Proceedings of the Board 1y, a technical subject such as dgriculfure.
of Agriculture held at Coimbatore. It has, however, been admitted that in-
( struction in matwre-study should be
imparted to pupils in elementary schools,
The Government have recently issued
: orders depufing certain officers of the
€.0. 618, Bducational, 12(h June 1915. Edueatiomfl Defartment to undergo special
L) s traiming in nature-study so that they may
i draw up a syllabus in that subject
suitable for adoption in elementary schools.
It has also been decided that those officers




“G.0s. 72 M., 12th January 1914, and 729 M.,
9th April 1914.

~ Please sece Educational Department note on

pages 1 and 2 .of Notes to @.0, 1248 L., 13th
July 1914. /

=~

{f

Page 2 of Notes to 6.0, 1257 M., 2nd July
1014,

.05, 1257 M, 20d Tuly 1914, and 1248 T
13th July 1914, ~

should deliver a course of lectures in the
ssubject to teachers in elementary training
schools. :

As regards instruction in ¢ arts ” it s
understood that what is desired is instrue-
tion in industrial arts sueh as earpentry,
weaving, ete. In 1914 the Government
vetoed the proposal of the KErode
Municipal Council to provide for teehnical
education in carpentry and weaving in
certain elementary schools. It was then
held that it should not be the aim of an
elementary school to create artizans and
that it was difficult to introduce carpentry
or weaving as a means of manual training
on account of the paueity of qualified
teachers and the inability of the boards

_to provide adequate plant. Subsequently,

however, when proposals for opening
carpentry classes in elementary schoois
were received from the Penukonda Taluk
Board and the Cuddapah Municipal
Qouncil, His Excellency the Governor was
of opinion that, though the proposals might
not be regarded as altogether orthodox,
still as experimental and tentative
measures they might be approved. The

- proposals were accordingly sanctioned.

P. RAJAGOPALA AcHARIYAR—23—6-14.




Returned with the following extract from His

‘ Excellency's reply:—

“Your proposal so to modify the curriculum
. f

{ in-element‘u.ry‘ schovls as to impart instruction in

| ugrlcuture ant other arts suited tu the 1ucauty

is also somewhat general in chu,moter but has special

relevance to the conditions of your distriet. In

su far as your suggestion contemplates the training

of artisans’, I must refer you to Wit F have alréady

& 2 ; o
stuteu‘ on another vecasion about the creation of -

A teolmlwl and mmstnm schools which are the proper

meu,m of J.mpartlng such mstn.chon. Ii' you rei’er

to 1nstruet1un in u,gnouiture proper, [ my say.

‘ tha.t thm sub,}eet has recenmy been’ under the con—

\ ,,‘.,C.Lt.,l:atl.ux_; of Government who hn.ve decided that the

; : Elasealis o
\ science of agriculture is not a subject t}w.{ ﬁ%e S




> o J ; g o - s SETEG
suitably taken up‘in é'lementa.ry schovls. “What can however

be so, taught is‘&; curriculun more adapted to rdral com- .

ditions and employments: amd with this in view Govern—

ment have recently ordered that special steps should be

taken to draw uli a syilabts in the subject of nature

study sui_tuble for adoption in elementary schools."
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