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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Ruap—the following papers :—

I

Letter—from F. Dewspury, Esq., B.4., LL,B., Registrar, University of Madras.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—Senate House, the 17th March 1915.

No.—1500.

I have the honour, by direction of the Syndicate, to submit for the sanction of
Government, under section 25 (1) of the Indian Universities Act, 1904, the follow-
ing alterations in the regulations adopted by the Senate at its meeting held on the
5th March 1915 :—

L (i) (a) That in Regulations 203 and 204 after the words “ A candidate” be inserted
the words “for the B.A. (Honours) Degree.”

(6) That in Regulation 207 between the words “shall ” and “ be ” be inserted the
{ words “ for the purposes of Regulation 193, ”

(i) That the heading of Section (V) be amended 5o as to read :—

) (e “lenmzs or MasTkR OF Ants?”,

iii) (@) That to Regulation 212 be added as a subheading of Section (V' the w —

5 “ 4. With Honours.” - (% o

(6) That in Regulation 212 after the words * degree of M.A.

¢ (Honours). ” i

4 0 i g : :
@iv) (o) T \:zrgsf:zr_Regulatmn 212 be added as a subheading of Section (V) the

*" be inserted the word

“B. Without Honours.”

(6) That under subheading *“ B. Without Honours ”
following as new regulations : —

1. @raduates in Arts of this Universit i i
1 y who desire to qualify for the M.A.
Degree shall be required to pass the B.A. (Honourgj DegrleExzu]:li[né-
tion in the subjeots in which they qualified for the B.A. Degree. The
Egéﬂz{,tltqm i;g4the dB.Z%E(I%oxllfurs) Degree Fixamination, other than
ulations a1 , shall apply in all respect: i
candidates for the B.A. (Honours) Degroe who Eaﬁl sp::seg GSJ? ]%Veze
egreo Hxamination, except that they shall be allowed to appear with-
. Grou::1 the recommendation from a college preseribed by Regulation 203,
« Graduates who have qualified for the M.A, Degres u 3
] LA mder th
regulation may, after a lapse of two years, %roeeed :itﬁgéorgfmi

iﬁlggmtlon to the Degree of Master of Arts, on payment of a fee of

of Seofion (V) be added the

II. That Regulations 174 and 183
and that Regulation 194 pe
*¢ A candidate for the B,A. D Blxaminati i i i
. seif for the whole or for eitehge?;ah:tm;;: l:;;?;:‘:;?&: 1’:’ g
In regard to these alterations I am to state, f 1 i
: | 0 or the informat; Y
that at 155 meeting held on the 20th November ’1914, the S;Eieloip‘goggglgﬁznt:
xznolgtegm gglgxzafémedR::gulamons 174, 181, 182, 1883, 187, 188, 189, 194, 203 Z(ﬁ
, 20 and to report whether any and if so what modifications in. then
::seéiséri?lf,eﬁ:t b’ggls hﬁixllate gommittee presented its report to tlf: éiiit;naih:]?;
: Y fhield on the 5th March 1915, and in accordance with
zgeﬂ?u;elr)agons ('&o the regulations, to which saneti:m is now requestedwgerzb;;:or?soerg
: af d‘; y alala adopted. A copy of the report of the Senate Commi’ttee is hergwith
enclosed for the information of Government. Paragraph 2 thereof sets forth the

reasons for the alterations in the regulatio
the same explains those for the altexg'ations lxllsuxlzll)reurl:gel(}.l P e

be rescinded and the remaining

Tegulations renumbered,
amended, 50 as to read i :
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En~cLOSURE.

Report of the Commitice of the Senate, appointed on November 20, 1914, ‘ to examine
Regulations 174, 181, 182, 183, 187, 188, 189, 194, 203, 204, 205, 207, 212,
and lo veport whether any and of so what modificalions in them are desirable.”’

The Committeo met at the Senate House on Hriday, December 18, 1914, when fifteen mem-
bers were present. The remaining five membevs were unavoidably prevented from attending the
meeting. The minutes of the meeting are appended to this report.

2. The regulations relating to the B.A. (Honours) and M.A. Degrees were first taken into
consideration. The proposals which were recently before the Senate for altering these regula-
tions intended to provide for the cases of candidates for the M.A. Degree

(i) who had originally entered upon the ordinary B.A. Degree course and subsequently
wished to take the B.A, (Honours) Degree course but were owing to circumstances outside their
control unable to complete the latter course within four years from passing the Intermediate
Examination in Arts, as required by the regulations ; .

(ii) who, after completing the B.A. (Honours) Degree course, were unable to appear for
the examination within the preseribed limit of time, or failed to pass the examination and so to
qualify for the B.A. (Honours) Degree and were therefore finally precluded under the regula-
tions from proceeding to the M.A. Degree.

The proposals before the Senate were to extend the limit of time within which eandidates for
Honours should appear for the final examination, and to remove the restriotion that *no candi-
date shall be permitted to undergo the complete final examination in Honours more than once.”
It was pointed out that the period within which undergraduate candidates for Honours must
complete the course and appear for the final examination is one year longer than the minimum
time prescribed by the regulations and that provision is thus made in their case for ill-health
which might interfere with attendance at College and even for the withdrawal of such candi-
dates from the final examination with the intention of again presenting themselves thereat, if
during its progress they were dissatisfied with their performances : that, in the case of graduates
desirous of taking Honours no similar provision was made, so that auy failure from whatever
cause to complete the course and pass the examination for the B.A. Degree and thereupon to
complete the course and pass the examination for the Degree in Houours in the minimum time
fixed by the regulations was an absolute bar to a pass in Honours and consequently to the
M.A. Degree. It was also contended that the regulation restricting candidates for the Degree
in Honours to one appearance only at the final examination (even though undergraduate
candidates might avail themselves once of the liberty of withdrawal before the completion of
the examination) would either entail great hardship in the eases of candidates who failed at the
examination (after undergoing the course at very considerable expenditure of time andl money)
or finally result in the lowering of the standard of the t The ttee, I ver,
after careful consideration came to the conclusion that it would be altogether undesirable to
make any alterations in the regulations for the B.A. (Honours) Degree gxﬂ@lnablon in the
direction proposed. It was agreed that the courses in Honours were primarily intended for the
est students who after passing the Intermediate Examination in Arts were capable of proceeding:
immediately to and benefiting from these courses, and that the Degree in Honours should be
reserved for such candidates as proved themselves able to pass the final examination at the ﬁ;st
attempt on the completion of the prescribed course in an affiliated college. Even the opportunity
allowed by the regulations for withdrawal from the examination during its progress was by many
members of the Committee considered questionable. This concession, however, and that of
allowing the ordinary three years’ course to oceupy four years were accepted as providing for the
candidates sufficient safeguard against illness or other unforeseen contingency.

The Committee, however, in view of the very great importance which is attached in India
to the possession of the M.A. Degree, considered the possibility of granting facilities to graduate
students to proceed to this degree, without being cousidered to have taken Honours, by means
of the existing courses and examinations. After considerable discussion it was agreed that
students who under the existing regulations qualified for the B.A. (Honours) Degree gud pro-
ceeded under Regulation 212 to tho Degree of Master of Arts should be distingnished as
Masters of Arts in Honours, and that provision should be made for all graduates in Arts to take
the B, A. (Honours) Degree Examination at_any time after a suitable two years’ course in an
affiliated college and so to qualify without Honours for an M.A. Degree under a regulation
similar to Regulation 212, The Committee was divided in opinion as fo whether graduates
under this provision should be permitted to take the B.A. (Honours) Degree Examination more
than once, but the large majority of the members were in favour of placing no restriction upon
the number of appearances allowable.

In this connection the Committee was farther of Qpiuinn.thnt eandidqfes .for th? M.A.
Degree (whether in Honours or otherwise) should not be required to submit dissertations for
approval. $
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i i i itted to appear for Univer-
. estion of the number of times candidates may be permi : fo =
sity :xnﬁlil:;a%il:ms was then brought before the Cnmmi)ttee. Tl;outg.'h th? ml?is: rizﬁx;;zt;;gfzzﬁ:’l;
y g to be a protection of un
dates to three appearances only were recognized 3 ! e
i i ttention was directed to the fact that the
hopeless and undesirable waste of time m'mi money, af ) T el Ay
iso of the power vested in the Syndicate by the regulations of acvepting ex: 1
2?;:2‘%&‘,9,;&;3 as equivalent to the corresponding eémgmﬁtmnstoffthu gmy:;s&z,i rp;;ﬁl::zﬁﬁ
ts, in the case of those students who are able fo afford the cost ot continul : o
gs‘oléhse,rl%niversifiﬁs, in an unlimited oxtension of opportunities of obtaining the desll‘é();l qb\}]‘ah
fication, which are denied by the regulations to students not so f@voumbly .sltunted.. On these
and other considerations the Committee finally came to the conolusion that such restrictions lmlily
be altogether romoved. The practical difficulty of arranging ‘for the proper scrutiny in 8 1a
Registrar’s offico of applications for examinations decided the Committee against the proposals
made to the Senate for increasing to & higher fized limit than three the number of appearances
allowable.
. * » * »

7. In accordance with the above the following resolutions will be placed before the Senate

for acceptance : —
A. (i) (@) Thatin Regalations 203 and 204 after the W:)’l'(‘s « A candidate ”’ be nserted
the words “ for the B.A. (Honours) Degree. .
(6) That in Regulation 207 between the words  shall ™ and *“be” be insorted
the words “ for the purposes of Regulation 193.”

(ii) That the heading of Section (V) be amended 50 as to read :—
« DrarEEs oF Master OF ARTs.”
(i) (o) That to Regulation 212 be added as a subheading of Bection (V) the words :—

«“ 4. With Honours.”

(6) That in Regulation 212 after the words “ degree of M.A.” be inserted the
word “ (Honours).”
(iv) (@) That after Regulation 212 be added as a subheading of Section (V) the
words :—

¢ B. Without Honours.”

(6) That under subheading “ B. Without Honours ” of Section (V) be added the
following as new regulations :—

1. Graduates in Arts of this University who desire to gualify for the M.A.
Degree shall be required to pass the B.A. (Hounours) Degree Examina-
tion in the subjects in which they qualified for the B.A, Degree. The
Regulations for the B.A. (Honours) Degree HExamination, other than
Regalations 204 and 205, shall apply in all respects as if they were
candidates for the B.A. (Honours) Degree who had passed the B.A.
Degree Mxamination, except that they shall be allowed to appear without
the recommendation trom a college prescribed by Regulation 203.

2. Graduates who have qualified for the M.A. Degree under the foregoing
regulation may, afier a lapse of two years, proceed without farther
examination to the Degree of Master of Arts, on payment of a fee of
Rs. 25.

. . . . -
€. That Regulations 174 and 183 Je rescinded and the remaining regulations renum-
bered, and that Regulation 194 be amended so as to read
¢ A candidate for the B.A. Degree Esamination may at his option present him-
self for the whole or for either part at any one time.”
. . - . .

b g
Memorandum No. 1023-2, Educational, dated 15th June 1915,

With reference to the letter from the Registrar, University of Madras, No. 1500,
dated the 17th March 1915, submitting certain alterations in the University regu-
lations relating to the several examinations, the Syndicate is requeste | to be so good
as to furnish Government with a statement showing the actual proportion of students
who, in consequence of Regulations 174, 183 and 194, qualified themselves under the

b
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~several examinations conducted by other Universities and accepted by the University

of Madras as equivalent to its corr 1 inati
[ ( ; esponding examinations, in each of t] i
the introduction of the revised regulations approved in 1966. e

P. Ravagorara ACHARIYAR,
Secretary to Government.

Do the Registrar, University of Madras,

IIx

Letter—from F. Dewssury, Es i i
5 9, B.A., LL.B., Registrar, University of Mad,
To—the Scoretary to Gover’nmeut By tion 1 g el
grated?Sasuate House, the 18th Jv;ne‘lugoﬁl.onal st

0.—3468.

In reply to Memorandum No. 1028-2, Educational, da 5
have the honour to state that no record is attempted or c,ouldt;%ss]ii}ﬂ; bJe“::aiR;ia, ;
in this office of the future carcer of failed students at the examinations of this U]}e'
versity. I regret therefore that I am unable to farnish the statement re uest?ti
showing the proportion of students who having failed three times at examinat?ons £
this University have subsequently qualified in similar examinations in other Uuive(;
sities.  With the recent exception of the University of Caleutta, the Universities oE
India do not scem to require that students joining them f!‘O!;‘L other Universities
should obtain any special permission from the University they leave to transfer them-
selves. There is, therefore, no means of ascertaining how many Madras students
actually do transfer themselves to other Universities. The number is probabl
considerable, as frequent applications are made to this office for the written permissioi
to join the Calcutta Uniyersity which the Registrar of that University now seems to
require. Such permission is granted by the University of Madras as a matter of
course.

2. The first Matriculation Examination under the new regulations i
December 1909, the next in April 1911. In [910, however, tge Univer:s‘x;tsalelgigt;g
the various school-leaving certificate schemes and provided for the matriculation of
students with satisfactory certificates without the test of the Matriculation examin-
ation which as a result has declined to the extent that this year the number of
candidates was 31 only. It is therefore probable that few, if any, candidates for the
Matriculation Bxamination under the new regulations have appeared and failed
thereat three times. In all probability transfer of Matriculation students to other
Universities has been influenced most by the refusal of this University to allow
candidates to appear after private study even affer previous failure, a course which
ig not invariably adopted in other Universities, Now that attendance at recognized
schools or affiliated colleges is compulsory for all students desirous of appearing at
the Arts examinations of this University, the Syndicate invariably grants recogni?‘,ian
to the qualifying examinations of other Universities, leaving to the Principals of
Colleges for decision the question of the fitness of each applicant for admission to the
University classes. The number of Matriculates of other Universities admitted to the
Intermediate classes of this University since 1911-12 is as follows :—

1911-12 . . 5o b 50 (8 . 5o a8
1912-13 50 o oo 95 L o e o os 3L
1913-14 58 . n S 56 i & i .. 81
1914-15 oo .. o o oo o 50 oo 12

There is no record, however, as to how many of these, if any, are candidates who
have failed thrice at the Matriculation Examination of this University.

3. The Intermediate Examination in Arts was held for the first time in the year
1911. The examination of 1918 was therefore the first in which eandidates could
appear for the third and last time (with the exception of those who had previously
failed in the old First Bxamination in Arts who, under Regulation 421, would appear
for the Intermediate Examination for the last time in 1912). There is no record to
show how many of these candidates have transferred themselves to other Universities
or how many after such transfer have been successful in the corresponding examin.
ations of those Universities. I have been personally informed by the Registrar of
Calcutta University that the number of transfers to that University is large. The
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cases of such candidates who have heen successful in other Universities and have been.

permitted to return and engage in study for the degree course in this University now

number ¢g/4t, but it is possible that a further number of such successful students.

continue their studies in the University of their adoption.
4. No case has yeti come to the notice of this office of a candidate having failed
three times in the B.A. Degree Examination of this University and subsequently

s EpucaTIONAT, DEPARTMENT..

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0. No. 875, EDUCATIONAL, DATED
THE 12ra AUGUST 1915.

successfully graduating in another University. The new B.A. Degree Examination o
was however held for the first time in 1913 only.

5. T have to request that the Gtovernment will issue orders on the proposals for
amending the regulations as early as possible. A large number of students are L

awaiting the decision on this matter before taking steps to transfer themselves to
other Universities if they are not again allowed to sit, or to obtain seats in colleges From the Registrar, University of Madras, dated the 17¢h Mareh 1915, No. 1500.

(which are now re-opening) if the restriction on the number of appearances is to be

[Suszcr.—— Amendment of University Regulations.]

‘Submitted that the Director of Public Instruction may be requested u.o. to state-

©
removed. ¥ . whether the proposed alterations may be accepted.
P.R.—24-3-15.
Order—No. 875, Educational, dated the 12th August 1915, i M 203 5
Under section 25, sub-section (i), of the Indian Universities Act, 1904, the o5 B 98-8
Government sanction the alterations in. the University regulations prop’oscd in the . L ) i
earlier of the two letters read above. To the Director of Public Instruction.
(True Extract.) i
@6, My Orrior oF THE DIRECTOR oF Pusric INsrrucTION.
Cls NTER,
Ag. Secretary to Government. The proposed alteration may be accepted.
H. S. Dunoan—12-4-15.
Epuoar1oNAL DEPARTMENT.
To the gggiaéxm~,f1{>ni;]q.siley of Madras, PO SN A draft order is submitted for approval.
»  Dircotor of Publio Instraotion,
Editors’ Tablo (papor T and Order only). PR.—19-4-15.
B.G.—21-4-15.
P. RATAGOPALA ACHARIYAR—23-4-15
Several of the changes proposed appear fo be by no means changes of routine,.
and I desire that their precise effect and the reasons for and against their adoption
may be more fully examined than has been done in the foregoing notes.
2. It is proposed, for instance, to permit candidates for University examinations
to appear as often as they wish, and the reasons given for doing so in paragraph 4
of the Committee’s report appear to require examination. It is stated that a certain
* number of students qualify in other Universities and thereby enjoy an unfairadvant-
he age, but it is not clear why and how these opportunities are unlimited ; and even if

they are, it remains to be seen what is the actual proportion of students who take
advantage of these accommodating Universities. If the proportion is a large one, -
: having regard to the total number of those who appear, there may be something to
&) ; " be said for the suggested change, although even then it should be considered whether-
the remedy is not rather for the Madras University to refuse to recognize the examin-
ations of those Universities which are unduly lenient If the proportion is small,
why should the Madras University alter a salutary regulation for such a reason ?

3 Again, as to the proposed alteration in regulation 212: I understand that
the effect of the existing regulations is to restrict the M.A. degree to those who have
passed the B.A. with Honours. I should like to know the reasons for this restriction ;.
it should be considered whether there is safficient ground now for setfing them
aside and whether the value of the present M.A. degree of Madras is not largely due-
to this restriction.. It would seem that under the new rules a man who does not take
the trouble to read for the Honours from the outset and takes the ordinary B.A.
degree may still appear for the B.A. Honours examination, and moreover will be able
to do so as often as he pleases, after any interval oE‘time which may suit him and
without producing any certificates of conduct or diligence in study from any respon-
sible authority. It is true that he will not after passing be entitled to write himself
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M.A. with Honours, but he will still call himself M.A. and in practice few people are
able or have the time to examine, with reference to University calendars or records,
whether a given person is an M.A. with Honours or without ; there thus seems to be
a danger that the value of the existing M.A. and B.A. Honours degrees of the

et i :
Madras University will suffer e

Paragraph 2 of His Bucellency’s note—Under the present regulations a candi-
date is allowed only three chances for passing an examination. If he fails to pass,
say, the Intermediate examination in spite of three chances be cannot secure
admission info the B.A. class in any Arts College. If, however, he proceeds to
another Indian University in which he can appear for the Intermediate examination
any mumber of times, aud passes it, he can come here and gef admission info an Arts
College, as the Madras University recognizes the Intermediate examination of other
Universities 1o India. Thas the candidate has unlimited opportunity for passing the
Intermediate examination and can evade the rules of the Madras University prohibit-
ing him to appear for the Intermediate examination for more than three times. Of
course, the Madras University can refuse to recognize the Intermediate examination of
other Universities; but if it does so it will not be acting in accordance with the recom-
mendation of the Indian Universities
Commission for the mutual recognition of
corresponding  examinations. Further
the Commission remarked that the Madras University was the most exelusive in regard
to this matter.

Information as to the proportion of students who take advantage of such accom-
modating Universities is not available in the Secretariat and may be called for
from the Syndicate.

2. Paragraph 8 of His Ercellency’s note.—The Indian Universities Commission
recommended only two degrees for the Arts course—the B.A. degree and the M.A.
degree, and apparently i their opinion
the M.A. degree should tuke the place of
the B.A. (Honours) degree in the Univer-
sities where such Honours degree already existed. The Madras University originally
had no Honours degree at all, but the existing regulations provide for the B.A.
degree, B.A Honours degree and M.A. degree ; and 1n so far as the M.A. degree is to
be conferred only on those who had previously taken the B.A Honours degree, it
appears to be in accordance with the recommendation of the Indian Universities
Commission.  Under the proposed regulations there wilk be the ordizary M.A. degree
and the Honours M.A. degree in place of one M.A. degree. Both the M.A. Honours
dogree man and the M A. ordinary degree man have to pass the B.A Honours
examination and may thus be expected to possess fairly equal educational attainments ;
and in this view it may not much matter, even if the M.A. ordinary degree man is
mistaken for the M.A. Homours degree man. But those who may have to employ
them or otherwise deal with them will no doubt satisfy themselves whether they are
ordinary M.A’.s or Honours M.As. ' Tt is observed that the risk of confounding the

Paragraph 174 of the report of the Indian
Universities Commission.

A

Paragraph 178 and page 70 of the report of
the Indian Universities Commission.

degree and the Honours degree. In time people are likely to get used to distinguish
the suffixes to the M.A. degrees as they have done in the case of B.A.

3. If His Excellency should zo¢ be inelined to approve the proposed creation of
the new M.A. ordinary degree, it would be desirable at least to permit the student
possessing the B.A. Pass degree to take the B.A. Honours degree within five years
from the date of his passing the Intermediate examination instead of four years as at
present. He has now to undergo a two years’ course after taking the Pass degree
and then appear for the B.A. Honours examination. Thus four years would have
expired after his passing the Intermediate examination and there will be only one
chance for his appearing for the Honours examination. If through illness or some
other cause he is prevented from appearing for the examination, he has to give up
the B.A. Honours degree altogether. On the other hand, the student proceeding
direct to the Honours degree atter passing the Intermediate examination has got an

]
i
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additional year to meet the chance of his falling ill, etc., as he has got only a three
years’ course to undergo and can pass the B.A. Honours examination within four
years after his passing the Intermediate examination.

4. A draft memorandum * is sub-
mitted for approval.
B.G.—12-6-15.
O.R.—12-6-15.
Will the Director of Public Instruction please note again on the whole
question ?  The information needed at A is being called for from the University.
P. Raracorara AcHARIYAR—15-6-15.

Paragraph 2 of His Bzcellency’s note— The relaxation of the present limitation

* Tssued as Memorandum 1023-2, Educational,
15th June 1915. 3

in the number of times that a candidate may appear for an examinalion has reference
only to the Matriculation, Intermediate, Pass B.A. and Pass M.A. examinations. In
order to obtain a Pass degree it is customary in Universities outside India to permit
candidates to appear as often as they please, restrictions being placed only on the
taking of an Honours degree. to the examinations for which candidates are usually
permitted to submit themselves only once. Paragraph 1 of the Secretariat note
discusses the other points raised in this paragraph of His Excellency’s note.

Paragraph 8 of His Eucellency’s note—The reputation that the Madras M.A.
degree has is based upon the reputation of those graduates who obtained their M.A.
degrees under the regulations that were in force prior to 1906.  For this examination
candidates were permitted to enter any number of times. The main reason for Tes-
tricting the M A. degree to those who have passed the B.A. with Honours was, I
believe, in order to differentiate clearly between the B.A. Pass and the B.A. Honours
man. [ doubt whether it was then (s.e.), in 1906 when the present regulations came
into force, fully recognised that there would be a fairly general demand from Pass
graduates for the privilege that they formerly enjoyed of being uble to enter for the
M.A. degree sooner or later in their carcer. By allowing all Pass graduates the
opportunity of appearing for the M.A. degree an incentive would be given for further
study and the general demand of the educated public would he satisfied.

For the further examination required it is proposed to accept the B.A. (Honours)
examination and to differentiate ngw between the true Honours man who is able to take
the Honours course immediately on completion of his Intermediate course and to appear
for the Honours examination at the end of it, or at all events within four years of his
passing the Intermediate examination, and the true pass man who is able to pass the
B.A. (Honours) examination only after the expiry of more than four years from the
date of his passing the Intermediate examination, by calling the former an M.A.
(Honours) man and the latter only an M.A. man. In regard to the remark ¢ gmd
without producing any certificate of conduct or diligence in study from any responsible
authority,”” I would submit that all Pass graduates who desire to present themselves
for the M.A. examination must undergo a further two years’ college course and then
produce certificates from the head of an affiliated college to the effect that .their
progress and conduct have been satisfactory L'Iun'ng a two years’ course which is
preparatory for that examination. After having once undergone this two years’
course they are not required to attend a college again and produce certificafes of

uct and progress.

i ki H. S. DuncaN—21-7-15.

From the Registrar, University of Madras, daled the 18th June 1915, No. 3463.

The proposals of the University dealt with in this file are two, namely,—

(1) to remove the present restriction limiting the appearance of candidates at
the examinations to three times only, and

(i) to amend regulation 212 of the University regulations, which lays down:
how the M.A. degree should be secured, so as to give greater facilities for the Pass
B.A’s to become M.A.’s candidates proceeding direct to the Honours B.A. course und’
then becoming M.A.’s being designated ‘¢ M.A. w:#4 Honours ” and the others proceed -
ing thereto after a preliminary|pass degree beiug designated * M.A, without Honours”.
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2. In his note, dated the 11th May 1915, His Excellency called for further
information regarding both the proposals. Information regarding the first point is
furnished in the office-note on pages 2 and 3 and the Hon’ble Mr. Duncan’s note on
page 5 ante, as well as in the Registrar’s letter. The University is not able to give
the actual proportion of candidates failed in the local University examinations, who
had qualified themselves by the examinations of other Universities, but the Registrar
says that the number of students transferring themselves to other Universifies is
probably considerable and in this view, so far as the Intermediate examination is
concerned, he is reported to be supported by the Registrar of the Caleutta University.
It is also pointed out that sincethe examinations under the new regulations, there
have |uot been yet many opportunities for failed candidates to qualify by other
University examinations, but reference is made to the growing tendency in that
direction.

As regards the point whether the examinations of the other Universities are
unduly lenient, the fact that the Syndicate has been freely accepting the examinations
of those Universities may be taken to support the view that those examinations
are not much below the local standard. Impliedly, those failed candidates could have
passed the local examinations themselves if they had been given further opportunities.

It is also observed that not in very many cases candidates can afford by circum-
stanees, financial and otherwise, to proceed to other Universities.

3. in respect of the second point, the information required by His Excellency
will be found in paragraph 2 on pages 2 and 3 and in Mr. Duncan’s note on page 3
supra.

On the general question of repeated admission to examinations, we have, as His
Fxcellency has pointed out, to choose between the alternatives of allowing candidates
to appear as often as they please or of refusing to recognize the examinations of
other Universities. =

The Director defends the granting of unlimited opportunity by the analogy of
Buropean Universities. 1 submit that this hardly applies. A pass by a University
standard is much less valved in Europe,and the cases in which students go on trying
for an examination are rare, while the students who do so can ordinanly afford i?.
In India, on the other haud, the failed Matriculate, who has ruined his 'health and
spent all his money, is already an object of pity anda tool of evil-doers. If he is to
be allowed to continue failing, his condition will become worse.

The case for refusing to recognize the examinations of other Universities seems
to be much stronger. Opportunities to qualify at these Universities are unlimited
because, while practically all of them allow students 1o appear for the same examina-
tion as many times as they please, none appear to make any enquiry as to a student’s
previous failures, so that, even if the Madras rule were in force elsewhere, a student
would be able to obtain three times as many opportunities of passing us :‘,here were
Universities.

2. As to the actual proportion of students who take advantage of these facilities
statistics are not available, but it is evident that the question is a serious oue from
the statement in the Registrar’s letter that « a large number of students are awaiting
“the decision on this matter before taking steps to transfer themselves to nthec[,'
 Universities if they are not again allowed to sit, or to obtain seats in colleges (which
‘“are now reopening) if the restrictin as to the number of appearances isto be
“removed.”

The Universities Commission recommended that the conditions of acceptance of
the examinations of another University should be—
(1) that the standards should be approximately equal, and

(2) that a candidate who desired to transfer himself from one University to
another should be required to show some reason for his applicatiou, - such ' as bond fide
change of residence. ;
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As to whether the first of these conditions is fulfilled we have no information.

It is quite obvious that the second is not. The Punjab regulations make provision

for the admission of students of other Universities at all stages.

3. As regards the M.A. degree, what the Universities Commission recommended
was that there should be a separate examination, open only to graduates, for this
degree, after a further course of study, and that this alone should rank as an Honours
degree. The other Universities have all adopted this recommendation in the main.
The present Madras arrangement, under which a student who has passed only the
Intermediate examination may go up at once for the B.A. (Honours), which qualifies
for the M.A., is not a compliance with this recommendation. The proposal of the
Syndicate to make the B.A. (Honours), taken within a limited time, qualify for the
M.A. (Honours), and to add as a Pass M.A. degree, the B.A. (Honours) taken at any
later time involves a still further departure from the proposals of the Commission.

4. Incidentally, and without giving reasons, the Committee state their opinion
that there should be no dissertation included in the scheme for the M.A. degree,
whether Honours or Pass. I think this is to be regretted. Under the old scheme
the dissertation was the portion of the examination that gave most room for display
of originality. :

5. As His Excellency has pointed out, the University will have no guarantee of
conduct or diligence in study in the case of the Pass M.A. candidate in respect of the
period between close of his college course and his appearance for the examination.
Meanwhile the candidate for Honours will still only be permitted to appear “ on the
recommendation of the college to which he belongs,” arule which gives a wide
opening for misinterpretation.

6. The changes proposed are thus far-reaching and it seems doubtful if they have
been examined in all their aspects by the Senate. One of the most important of these
aspects is the relation the Madras examinations will bear to those of the other Indian
Universities if and when the new scheme is introduced. The Universities Commis-
sion recommended that the standards of corresponding examinations in different
Universities should he equalized as far as possible. There is no indication in the
papers that any attempt has been made to come into line with other Universifies in
respect of the matters now in question. On the other hand, the proposals malke for
divergence. It seems desirable in these circumstances to take the advice of the

6.0, 772, Publio, 18th May 1915. Educational Commissioner with the Gov-

¢ ernment of India, one of whose chief

functious is to promote uniformity, on the whole scheme before going any further.

An alternative would be to ask the Senate to reconsider their scheme with reference
to the proposals of the Commission and the regulations of other Indian Universities.

Meanwhile, as the Senate are anxious for early orders, they might be asked fto
continue existing arrangements for another year.

C. G. ToprUNTER—29-7-15.

‘When in Madras last week, I discussed this fully with the Vice-Chancellor, who
-endorses strongly the proposals of the Senate. These may now be sanctioned.

P[eNTLAND —10-8-15.
The draft order already in the file is submitted for approval.
P.R—11-8-1b.
-C.R.-—11-8-15.
It has already been approved. Issue.
C.G.T.—12-8-15.

[G.0. No. 875, Educational, dated the 12th August 1915.]
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