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PROCEEDINGS BLIC MESTING oF THAR
CITIZERS
June 1915 with U, R [ Ita R in the chair.

1. That this meeting views with grave concern and anxiety
the Blaughter of students in the last Intermediate anc
Public Ixaminations and prays thatl the Covermment will be
plecsed to interfere so as o afford adequate and speedy relief
to the vast number of candidaties who have b-en undeservedly
plucked.

11. T E this meetliag y8 thatl the Covernment
be plezsed to direct the !yndicate %0 raise the pe-cents

passes in the Intermediate Examinat to at 1

11X. That the Government will as-kemss be pleased to

cancel the moderation scheme for this year in respect of the

L.C. Candidates and thet the Prinmeipals of the Colleg
be given the same disoretion in the matter of admiseion inte
the Intermedinte (lass, =& in the provious years.

iv. That for purposes of entrance inte Public Gervice

.the Presidency average in the 8aid “.5.L.Cs Hxamination mny

be treated as sufficient qualification.

V. That the Chairman be authorised to communicate these
Resolutions to the Covernment, the Director of Public Instruction
the Registras of the :sad:ms‘tmxverexty and to the Pre:..uos.

e «be‘/i—‘»ﬁ

Cuddapah, D/17th June, '15. : L:haimnn of the Meeting.




% ::g
// = "V 1/ 3
¢/ 2 < (65 i
) Q¢ // /= /6 :
7 \ R o

: S )

¥ ) ) 3
e - . a
e o o S S

Che Non'ble Mr. X. Ramaiyangar
HNigh Court Vakil

e 44‘/;“,,” ¥
s G firiefol o el
i Clovases of e fodle Cho

3

/%i/iw"/é . .. =T . i




. 1( T llace nyie S SSng 26 '/ _;
The Hon'ble Mr. X. Ramaiyangar %j“:a )
HNigh Court Vakil
197 .
A s B ﬁ/ﬁwf—z <= ol
: = z,// = AMM |

Aeee o LL/’W W%@

/7WL¢/ = 2. B OC.
ol e o S &
e fplonse)) B LoenDe

E it o f . e e R
/72%17 Zg /L‘—‘Lj g M’%—L"‘%
e e e v

| = P il

‘:’C.":{”g *(‘i Z f //aﬁ/z/% ﬁ%# - %"




2o = [MIQIS‘

M Mo e |
B Oakntin O Romrica G

ooty

e i ik
Edicia ikl Defpartdrwed
JMadeos

S

% lag 5 ewcdne (/41-7\ 7 e
o\wug d /"""(’l“ W“‘;W
& . L85 L lanit M)wf/m‘”'
£ O it nrmelty i G BE RN

MWDL,A»‘C a AL ‘CW“J—W‘? :

7 M?—W/{ h el DZ_WA/&—& va\m—p(z/\_a_ﬁm.

% = %W\«mw/(
S bay b Remnst

Sex ;

Qj/pw\_ Stivte oleedieile Senel

1
iy 4



Al a publl mLm.7 et LBl %’”47:

%/W’*"‘“’"““ [’?‘mM Q‘_OOBAJ‘JA.M
& Kovariu GMal 122 Mm,u‘;/ud-&‘m-ww
aL.I;' Coiniaariecal

T Uals W, oo ; AWA;MM oo (;“
iperrd T OAeefp Corceeriee of oles Uial fico b
G e okl Ko C b M6 deba lin; Fioo il ]
e L M s s R :

M7 W

Orofned G ol e B A
Ceeoroled 67,&.4 &qu J’Luuxu-ﬁnj

Car oot et ’

b = nAduJ C"“““““‘? m/uwwl_. F/Q?*"‘*""‘"
M MW/ m.MA?AwgﬁOL)’
L S e wa%%WW
& MLA-'7 MMM;MMA?}_ 7 Py o
/?ow—vmbw(:' -y L /\i%u{ £ tioue e
4 ;
(@rs) G Bl B Aidonei. d i Asy i B [
= ,aAV,lZ‘M <7~ tosdiinlsl, .o lLooedoit 1
Ereloode 22z Aeo ) i /3
(Ce; G b:fvati-a.c,(’ H-rw.u%a.,é 4&4(%1—,
A adrid obdonly t0ds hinue SeeoneAd 25
%u ecd e ‘Zu;d:/'- Gl € 7(‘»4/\44.17“/4 :
G By meecid S S e F/KW@EH |
i_w a‘hﬂ.....‘,.,, o e Kide s
6'4,%,“,1 Aia.m Aﬁ Sibthuic s A S A 1/
Seerte oA S 5 Lewscat BALT |
M O e WA A Sehnl |
Coen i b Cbiin itazeiaris
e st T Meelily lego & Necorof Tont &
W ar. cifiict ox sre Freenceede £

O e s s s ek T




4-&7%;%@ R B T
Svoie st frone T Cloncn
7

Caniial Bl Ras /
4

&

Ly, Jlac t Ml:«7 e e e W
Loderation foroka of th Lgpdinte avd
frogp Tat- T Govrommend tuny Lo phlencedd T
b pee Bk b iy wod eufreed
O fna L 4? [ 59 Geolinfton
S aH 579.,,, O . Maisloa oo 03/4»/31’

Fail Gpade Al o
Coned

T Tt Cplee of A5 aloue esslotinms tong bo
U i ' A s Domentor f B
Gibrs L. e (Tee Rago A bosnes u“*““’ji
ool e Oheas - : o ;

[Eipost] -0 Resmuniili i
1§-6-15

(& cry) ;

i

~. a2 ; ‘{’

TlarePtios |

huthdlds o

Gsesiht it




s o & Sty
Cok CNC 2 7 5
| 9
{ e : EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
" 5
: r ~
| Receyy < BRegistered
;‘ =
‘%. Subject. i
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| [ S S S — Stlation ... Ootacanund. ... , Dated the ... 2lst.June. . 1915

3’601’” (%ama) H.G.. Stokes DG O T TC.S

sty o}

~ (@wi&naﬁoh) Privata.Secretary. to 0.
: the Governor.

Fo The 5@01@’6&@1} fo the Soverninesit of NCadzas,

Educational ﬁ)apadmewl'. : :

Siz,

I an desired to transfer to you for dispesal by

2 the Government the emclosed telegram, dated the 21st June

1215, fron the Chairmmn of a public neeting held at Proddutur,
' cuddapah Dt. : : 4

I have the homour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant, *
" v
X : Az Private Secretary.
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Secretary to Govsrmnment,

Educational Departmant.

I have the honour ig communicate To,you. the f—oli
* 9
 Trzsolution passed at the Ganaral Fody mestin

tion on 24/5/'15.

In view of ths hardships entsilsd upon S.S.Lic,
holders seeking admissioh into Collepes by tha rules 41—‘9‘

issued by yndicate of the Un:lve“‘sjty'of Hadras, the

)
4
s

the
¥adura lsachsr

' Associstion prayg ths -‘?overgment thaf the

regulatdons be kept in akevance for the present yegr.

1 have t e honour to he
B ni

Your most ohedisnt ser

. & 2
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o 30tn\June 1915.

The Honourable Mr. K.

Rama Ayyanrzar,

President of the Meeting held under the

auspices of the Madura - Ramnad District
Peoples' Association on the 29th June

At Sehtupathi High School, Madura

\ie Chief Secretary to Govsrnment,

5 ton e Hous e bR e

00 F.A G A MUY D

I have the honour to forward the annexed Resolutions
passed at the Public Heeting.held under the auspices of the
lfadura - Remnad District Peoples' Association, at the Sehtupathi

High School premises, on Tuesday, the 29th June 1915.

I have the honour te be,
Sine

Your most obedient servant,




A

W G,

® Resolutions passed at the Public lieeting neld undéﬂ {

the auspices of the Madura - Ramnad District N
Peoples' Assdciationpt the Sethu-

pathi High Schodl on 29-6-15.

Tiia: That the citizens of Madura in Public Meetinz K |
assembled are of opinion that the Regulations issued by the
Syndicate of the University of Madras, for the admissicn of

Secondary School Leaving Certificate holders into Colleges

are'vnduly harsh and against the very spirit of the Secondary

School Leaving Certificate .Scheme and pray the Government to
interfere in the matter and allow greater freedom to Principals

of Colleges with regard to admissions.

B That the citizens of Madura in Public Meeting
assembled are 8trongly of opinion that the system of arbitrari-
1y fixing five marks above the Presidency avergge, practically

in every subject, as the minimum Pfor admission to the Univer-

sity course, results in the choice of only certain students of
average ability and exsludes all those who might show marksd
ability in certain subjects at least and that therefore the

system should be materially modified.

Proposed by Reverend W.W. Wallace.
Seconded by Mr. A. Rangasami Ayyar,
Supported by Mr. K. Chinnasamy Ayyar,
Mir. C. Narayanasamy-Ayyar, and
Mr. T.S. Krishna Rao.

Carried unanimously.

T, That the citizens of Madura in Public Meeting ‘1
assembled view witn great concern the low percentage of passes :
3

|
t

}'g
g
{
t‘

at the last Intermediate Examination and pray the University

to issue a supplemental pass list.

Proposed by Mr. P. Peter Pillai.
Lo,
Seconded by‘M.S. Sesha Ayyangar.

Carried unanimously.




IITL. That the Chairman of this Meeting be authoris-
ed to communicate the Resolutions to tne Government and the

Registrar of the University of Madras.

Proposed by Mr. L. Narasimnha Ayyangar.

Seconded by Mr. Mr. K. Chinnasami Ayyar.
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Rajanmundry. 2»7/;5’ ,G)
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N.Suboa Rao Pantulu Garu, B.A.BL,.
ille LELCL RIS

Pregident, Publiv meeting,Rejahmundry.

The Chief Secretary
to the Government Of Fort St George

Madras.

sir,
I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of the

resolutions passed at a public meeting of the citizens of Rejahmundry

held on the 27th instant and request that the Government will be

pleased to take the same into their favourable consideration.

I beg td temain Sir,

Your most obedient scrvant,

President,Public mmy.

27/6/15.




Proceedings of & public meeting held at Ve*ahuundry

on 27th June 1915.under the ,residency of Bre M. Subbu'Rao Psntulu.

The following resolutions were pas:ed &% the meeting.v
% ;

S : Ty e Thatedkhis meeting deplores the large percentage of f‘i-‘
v , 1 lures et the recent Intiermediate snd S.S.T.C examinationd and protemis
: 2 egwiﬁst the seveiitv with which the snswer papers werevalued by the exa=
4§ | . miners. :
L. : Proposed by & S.8himasankara Rao B, A.,
> 4 ° . Seconded by ' M.Siterama Reo B.k. LT :
' Supperted by g Ch.Laxninarsimham.Rditor Desamata f
TE That this meeting requests.the Government snd the Univer

to moderate the results of both the Intermediste 2nd S!S5.L.C examinstion

s S0 that at lesst 50 per cent of the candidates may be deolared+£it to PrY

. secute further studiss. ey 1

&t P“o osed by

8 : ;i T‘m7hnmx1v:1r;r.

h Seconded by > Xundury

atruthnen, Tescher,

norted by 5o D.V. Ranang Rao,! edl 21 Practlulon

ELT That this meeting protesis qgwinst the composition ofuihqfq

£,5.%.C e,_uination Zoard and considers it eswe“tl 15 thac not less than

. B one half of the strength of the Do&rd should conslat -of Head: Mtetsrs of

Q High Schools who #fe fetuslly in touch with High School work.
i . o Proéééed by, : S: Bapaniah) By, Bild,

Seconded by R.¥enketramich, Teacher.

IV Thet the President be authérized to commﬁnicate a co%y ot'
‘tha resolutions to the Government and the University and to wigs.to the
{ f President of'thSVMAdrns Publig meeting to be held tomorrow,the sympathy
of thig meeting with its objects. - g '
Proposed by : v V.Narsimha Rao. BuA. B.L.,

Seconded by ! ; X.V.S.Ramachengra Reo
Proprietor and Millowner.

President,
Publi& mga&;g
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I l;ave the honhur to be,
Sir.

Your most oNedient Servn.nt‘
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‘ SIR,
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Vizagapétaﬁ.

Dated 5th July 1915.

I have the honor to forward herewith the copy of

the resolutions passed at a Public lMeeting held in the --

Victoria Diamond Jubilee Town Hall at Vizagapatam on the 3rd

instant. I request you will kindly place the resolutions

before the Government for favourable consideration.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,




Resolution 1I. That the public of Vizagapatam deplores

the severity of marking in the late Intermediaté and
S. 8. L. C., Examinations and urges the desirability
of rvevising the marks so as .to secure at least 50 per

cent of passes.

Resolution II. That the system of moderation of --
S. S. L. C., marks adopted by the Syndicate be given
up and discretion be restored to Principals of the -

Colleges in the matter of matriculating students.

(Prue Copy)

(sd) K. Narasimha Row,

Vizagapatam.
Pres i dente
D/ 3rd JULY 1915.
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DEPARTIMENT,
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Darsp mE il 1908 .
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T have the honout to acknowledge receipt of your Letter == dated

nw&r’%—*e—b. Sberetiate ad £:0 0 ¢ exmmmiatisn
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R. RY.,
D. MADHAVA ROW PANTULU GARU, B.A., B.L.,
High Court Vakil & President of the Public

Meeting held at Bezwada, on 8-7-15.
L1

The Chief secretary to the Government of Madras.

T have the honour to submit herunder the resolutions
rassed at a public meeting of the townsmen of Bezwada held in the
premises of the local Ram Mohun Free Library and peading Room, on

8-7-15, for your favourable considerabion:-

& s ila). That the townsmen of Bezwada in meeting assembled
deeply deplore the disheartening percentage of passes
at the recent Intermediate and S.S.L.C.public exami- °
nations and feel that they do not represent the real
state of education in this Presidency.

Gh)s That the Syndicate be reguested to reconsider the
results of the Intermediate Examination and issue a
supplemental list of passes.

Aeboerie 7
N N Las)s That theAmodera ion of school. and public examination
marks promulgated by the gyndicate is unworkable and
is oppsed to justice and reason and that it be withe

drawn.

(@) That 2 committee consisting of an equal number of

principals of colleges and head-masters of High schools =

be appointed to go into the question and devise a
satisfactory scheme for admission into colleges.

= I have the honour to be, sir,

8l . :
A BEZWADA, 14-7-15. nost obediiiiz'

]
5
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From
Ter SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT.

S DEPARTMENT,
To

“\M%W@@J»&LWW wL

D OO0TACAMUND L
SIR,
i have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Letter . , dated
#ol T pet, s

[l s g
mﬁ‘;m ol PR R v
N

T have the honpur to be,
oe. si

& ! ((,/ &/ﬁ Your most Yhedient Servant,
/ 3

a's {7/\3'
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7 School Leaving Certificate results.

From (%ama) H. @. Stokes Esq., C.L.E., I.C.§.,

(@wigmaﬁow) P

Jo Fhe &cumm}, to the Sovermment of Madras,
Edueati onal @(/padmmt.

diz,

I am desired to transfer to you for digposal by the

, dated the 16th July 1815,

Government the enclosed lette

from the Chairmin of a public meeting held at Periy

I have the honour to be,
Sir, .
Your most obedient servaat,

{

L ¥4

,,
Private Secre tary.

SRR R iy SR
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a T S Periyakulam, =
JChB Ty 1985

b N ‘ From
The Honoursble Diwan Bahadur

: V. Ramabhadra Nayudu Garu, F.M.U., S0
o : s

Zamindar of Doddapanayaekanur and Vadag

P BRI ¥ AR BURS A HE

The Private Secretary to
His Excellency the Governor of Madras,

Moo Do R-A -5

St

In pursuance of a resolution passed gt & public meeting
held at Periyakulam on the 20th June 1915 requesting me to -
communicat® to Government a resolution passed at the said -
meeting regarding fhe recent Secondary School Leaving Certi-
ficéte results, I have the honour to forward herewith & copy
of the said resolution for the information of His Bxcellency

and to request you will be so good as to place it before him,

£ N I have the honmour to be,
=R g 1

Your edient servant,

€hairmen of the public meeting.




/

Proceedings of & public meeting held at Periyskulam on tH;
20th June 1915 with the Honourable Diwan Bahadur V.R;mabhadra
Nayudu: Gary, F.M.U., Zamindar of Doddappanayskkanur and Vadagarai
in the chair. :

Resolution No. I.

Proposed by M.R.Ry. M.Muthukrishns Ayyar,Avl. B.A.
Seconded by M.R.Ry. M.R.Srinivasa Ayyar,Avl., and passed

unaninously:--

"Resolved that the Government be memoralised to the effect
that the Public of Periyskulam like those of the other parts of
fhe Presidency view with alarm and dismay the effects of the -

"zrecent rules passed by the Madras University regarding the ad-

. M:;inission of Secondary School Leaving‘Certificate holders into -

: .'collegés as virtually destroying the.progress of education, on
.sound and healthy basis and as opposed to the principle on which
the Secondary School Leaving Certificate course was established
by the Government and that they humbly and earnestly pray that
Government may be pleased to veto the newly int}oduced rules

so as to leave the discretion of the Principals of Colleges -

wholly unfettered.”

Sd. V.Ramabhadra Nayudu.

[ ihs

Cheirman of the public meeting.

/TRUE EXTRACT/
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to ‘which we do not now wish
to refer. What we are anxious to draw
f attention to just at present is that
a situation ‘has arisen when provi- | 3
gion should be made for the admis-
sior. of more students into the ]umur
as_well as se diate
‘and it is ac ;
of both the Colleges and the students
'that the decision for expansion should be
at once arrived at and given the fullesc
publwlty _jf L

;“
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THE DOU BLE GU‘LLOT[NE IN TV however, the double guillotine
% x to play, another agency teduces

\er of suceessful students. The

SCHOOL FlN AL \sis refers to only single subjects,
1y large number of cases, students
ymly well up in all subjects.
{ \imilarity is most perceptible
T ' THE CAUSES OF THE SLAUGHTER ¢ average ability, so that it
who obtain marks approxi-
)residency average, and who
lota few in number. Thus,
\ts have to qualify themselves

By AN OBSERVER

| " |astudent only if, after beisg moderated, the in all subjects, a further reduct

marks exceed the Presidency average by at cally takes place in the percentage of sucess-
least five. The net result of both. these opera- ful students, to, sa¥, 40 at the very best.
tionsis to aggravate the situation already The First Quillotine
rendered very miserable by the severity of Tt should not, however, be supposed from
the public examination. The seriousness of the above obset‘vations th’at they are made in
thf’ above instructions to the ?rmc\pals 4 | any spirit of criticism. The reductions which
evident from the following. analysis. ‘ are thus caused are quite natural except when |

The Presidency Average | the Examiners are extraordinarily severe, and| .
The primary standard for admission is the ! wedo not think any thoughtful person. Wil

Presideucy average, i.e., the average marks | | take ) to those i jons. The

operations to which objection is strongly
taken are the mext two, effected under the
cloak of “moderation ” and by laying down
that the student should get five marks more
than the Presidency average. Though the

obtained by all the eandidates in any parti- ‘ |
cular subject in the whole Province. | i
1t it is to be laid down that the |
| future of the students is to be judged by |
that standard alone, hardly fifty per cent. will |
be classed in the successful list. For knowing i | system of moderation is guided by a definit
as we do the severity of the examinations, | algebraical formula, the variants which it im-
and the consequent low Presidency average, \ \ cludes are so many that one cannot fix the do-

1

|

itis evident that the difference between it finite proportion of students which it transfers
| and the marks obtained by the best studente from the list of successful into that of unsus-
cannot but be larger than that besween it and cessful students. By the examination of tie
the marks obtained by the most stupid. To |
give a concrete instance, the Presidency |
average is this year 31 in English and few
students have obtained less than 15. But

| certificates of about 60 students, we are
“ led to the conclusion that the percentage is a8
- 'high as twenty. We shall be, however, on the

safe side to put it at fifteen, lower than which

W

% those that have received sixty and more are it is not likely togo, except in the case of ex-
fairly many. The lower the percentage, ' ceptional students. Thus when the first guil-
as is the casa in Physics, the more] | lotine invented by the Syndicate has done its
marked becomes  the difference. Conse- { work, the percentage of passes is reduced to 1
quently  such low averages are the about twenty-five. _ 3
result of smaller deficits and greater excesses | The' Second Guillotine 3
from which the only inference possible | But there it is not allowed to stop- Theze
is that the number of the former group should | ig the further rule, the most pernicious of all,
be larger. Quite the opposite will be the case | that the moderated marks should exceed the -
if the Presidency average is fairly high, say | Presidency average by five. The net result

about 45 or 50 per cent. Thus, if the Syndi- ‘ of this operation is to cause a further
cate should permit the admission of all who l reduction by at least ten per cent.
have obtained more marks than the Presi- For, taking human nature as it is, the

£ dency average, only less than 50per cent. Will aomber of extraordinary students, eitheria |
’ be qualified under existing circumstances for intelligence or stupidity, is fairly small. And.
admission in a single subject. ] thus by disqualifying candidates who get

within five marks above the Presidency ave-
rage, the authorities have disabled the dens-
est group, consisting of about 10 per cent. of
thetotal. Thus, as the result of all these four

PP R

the p! o 1
dents is brought down to the vicinity of 15 ?
where it seems to have stoodin the current.
year. - 2



DEPARTMENT.

CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS.

. Name of Paper—

. Published at—

. Dated—

The Remedies

The consensus of informed opinionin the
Presidency is inclined to the view that
both the guillotines should be abolished
and that the admission of the students should
into the Junior Intermediate Class be regulat-
ed by the students scoring more marks in
the public exaniination than the Presidency
average. And we have already seen how
such a rule will permit the promotion of not
more than 40 per cent. of the candidates. The
only possible restriction that may be impos-
ed in addition—and that should not be strict

! —is that the Principal may alsq be guided by
the ability of the student also in the school, so
that he may have a clearer idea of his
aptitude,

| Tt may be urged that in those circumstam-

ces, the School Final Scheme will lose its

elasticity and its usefulness, The first
danger is, however,  nominal, because

the scheme, as it is worked now, i

not in the least elastic. The Syndicate bas

made it as rigid as possible by its two im-

structions. The second criticism too does not,

hold good. The certificate which will, as at
present, be issued to the student will prove
his real worth, andalso his aptitude for any
subject and unless his record is good, both in
the class and in the public examination, few

Principals will admit him. And even if some

of the originally contemplated elasticity and

usefiilness should be Jost, tae net gain will be
very large and fewer families will be rendered
ble in the Province.

————
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" On the Line

‘Growing Alarm
WE understand that the College Prin-
(cipals are following the instructions of
‘tha Syndicate of the University of
Madras to the very letter and that the |
applications of some of the students for ||
admission into the Intermediate ' class
have been already returned stating that |
| they cannot expect to be admitted. That‘ .
result is, of course, inevitable under the
circumstances, but still it would have
been better if the Principals had waited
for some time before declining the appli-
cations ; not that the Syndicate will at
once become humane, or rather human,
but that it may be influenced to
7 |be so by the Government. In a way, the
. |returned applications are a reminder that
the time to act is very short and if two
‘weeks should elapse before sufficient
pressure is brought to bearon the Govern-
ment to realise the acuteneéss of the situa- |
l4ion, the result is bound to be disastrous, |
'A Pernicious Procedure
SOME of the Colleges have laid down
that along with the applications for ad-
mission into the Intermediate class the
students should send their 8. 8. L. certi-
ficates, which are not, however,
returned to the rejected applicants
until the Colleges re-open. There is, of |
course, much to be said in favour of this| 1‘
procedure from the standpoint of the
£+ Colleges, but it is almost inhuman so far
-as the unfortunate students are con-
«cerned. They are told at the last moment
that they cannot expect to be admitted,
‘with the resulf that they have either
/to join some third-rate Qollege or
wait for ome more year. Moreover,
we do not see any necessity  for
the Principals becoming so exacting
towards the students. Their purposes
(will be served if the applications give the
'marks obtained by the latter in the class |
and public examinations and also after |
moderation. Of course the number of
Colleges areso few in the Presidency that i
‘the Principals can afford to be even more !
exacting, bub still  considerations of |
humanity demand that they o
Jow hands with the University in in-
‘ereasing the misery of the young men.

3
l | [ ]

i
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B NO TIME TO LOSE ex

FROM THE REPORTS REACHING US. FROM
{ all parts of the Presidency, if is becom-
'ing abundantly clear that the School
TFinal catastrophe is far more disastrous

than it was first expected. On a rough

calculation it appears that not more

than ten per cent. of those who sal

ic Kxamination are likely to be
admitted into the Junior Intermediate
Class, and if we remind ourselves that in
many school not more than fifty per
cent. of the students in the class are
sent up for the final examination, the
gigantic nature of the disaster can-

' not but appeal to the feelings of any

human being. That only five to six per
| cent. of the students of the sixth form
| are fo secure promotion is indeed un-
! thinkable. It shows that the system of
higher education has  almost re-
ceived a death blow, It will, in
the first instance, keep down the
number of promotions from the lower
classes. The sixth form is already over-
crowded, and the slaughtered students
alone will fill it. Where is the room for
promotion ? The same will be the tale
regarding the fifth and fourth forms. The
consequences of such a check are tog
evident to need recapitulation.

1t serves mo purpose now to discuss
the causes of the catastrophe, nor is there
| time for it. What is now needed
is the organisation of a strong move-
ment to redress the mischief before it
takes offect. The decree of the;
Syndicate has not so far become a set-
|'tled fact, but the time before it becomes
thatis extremely short. In a fortnight
the Colleges will re-open and the students
will have to choose between joining the.
sixth form or discontinuing their studies.

useful, should be effective by that times
Postponement means the ruin of severa‘l"«
hundred students and the  wastel
of ons year to thousands of others,

The movement for relief, ifit is to be

belonging to each class of at least
the High School Department. Moreover

\the misery among the young men is so

intense—and the existing feeling of sus-
pense only adds to its dreadfulness—that

{it will be cruel on the part of our leaders

to postpone action even by a single day.
There is a general impression that the

Government will recognise the serious- -
Tess of the crisis and will infer-

vene. Whether the rumour is correct|
or baseless, it is advisable that their
opinion is expressed before long, so £
that the students might know exactly
where they stand. The need for prompt
decision is therefore supreme. If it is
definitely settled—we earnestly hope it
will not be—that the Syndicate will not
changs its present cruel attitude, or that
the Government will not interfere, then,
the students will atleast have time to
consider well as to their future course
before the day arrives for the final
.decision. £
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- ib must be in the Colleges. 1f the Uollags:
THE MADRAS UNIVERSITY. e AR e e et
The Madras Uaiversiby is solely respon-| lill::a ::;l:d a h; naﬁ:gl 31?1'35 lglv:g“:v b
gibla for the failure of the 73 per cent. of failures, ;vtenkl;ng the lives o(ﬂ e
fhe oandidbes that went up for fhe last youths ' hes fo  be justif dsoImxny
s Inbermediato examination. Thers is no mnnon'ha justified, it mr{nh bee‘ b l‘th ¢
£ - way of fixing rasponsibility for this on the We do nob " want a I?uio " ?I:l y
equipment for education in fihe Clisg § or o demonstratie the incapacify of hvera by
» on the men who fizach in them. Cclleges! poss its examinations. Ws-wunyl' o b ko
and teachers are the same ; thay hive boao! sulbure and learning 8nd nob iapl;?:?vg :
t pursuiog the same shendard ; »ud tbay! pither. Wa therefore hearfily support i
| sheadily keap bheir eyes on the U iversity | sorrespondsnt’s demand for ni on P‘%r ,g:r
examinations. It may be said that they fix| [} i have & grave il Il{k'y i:
$00 much attention on the examiastions, the matter. They have tha eduocational
and on the standard fized by the Univer lioy of the State in their hands; fhey ar
gity ; ‘lnd pr;(zssf:ts in (l‘zlullhegss are men of | bound to sae that it is osrried out progerl;
experitnos knowing well the- requirements I
of the University. £ Yot it saq happen- o0 samanitgs of the P ipllpc Bols plag:
; that nob a singla College in the Presidency ' ing duoks-and-drakes with Indisn youth
: has escaped the general slaughter which | \ou‘ghh ngh ) i prrmitiecy :t CRAE
: heg oreated slsrm in the public mind. In| ! . Loe oy i
the Caleutta University a Earopesn mem | model collegas ; it sponds a larga sum on
ber wented an enquiry recently into the \ma.m'!lm‘:'nng theot, - Tiec 19 not; for Whing
high percentage of pagses. The spirib of| cfiEgbing o y o
that gonbleman is reflected in the results g oarenzof . youtt  Whero ligs the]
ke e i e gm:ln? Eb ought fo be found out; and an
Madras, 1f the same standard is main °p b enquiry, such as our corres-'
$ained in an examination from year o yesr, pondan damands, fa argently nodded 2
and if the courses of studies are similar, ligov the brtth abods thke o
Shra is no resson why tbe results should and to devise a remedy. The University has |
| vary from yonr to yesr so lsrge: to answer for many freaks, Hardly had it}
i ly 88 to starble the public. Wa publish fo:| g ifzuzated tha Botival Blunl eysiom bafore
| ﬂyl & lotter from a, leading member it beoame dma@h(sﬁed S e
of the Hindu ncmmm;ihy which would sion has bosn inboed tinko o eysliels
show the maguitude of the sense of disas- whiali wag ntended (0 Deroll srdeniiie)
, ter. 1t 73 por cent, of the sbudonts fail follow;ihel® aukitide; Andsetos WICHE
» avery yoor, and if & sbudent who hss failed being denied the advantages of all highor
E il‘hrloaix debarred from pursuing higher sta-| stadies for their deficiencies in cerain
dies, the result must be a denial of higher| subjeats. The Qulva;slby Hotoniig: you
v |university educstion  boat lesst half the intodused cortaio- °.:"5°‘ whioh are to
: : s {Aabar ot boya: . who ssck it, Tf ba dl ba observed ag it recommendations.
' A "peaching has been tha osuss of 80 extonsive Wiom pigh et the remomoiendagons ol
; b # failure, every Collage in the Presidency Do B"g".::':g.ﬁz wh::h fv;ﬁl B o;z:l;ga—_
: | tory om oW, 088
’ e mush be desmed to {all belowtha University. il gos, g0 froquent and  unoorbain,

g g T
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shandard. < And if the University exsmina-

“ave the effeati of unsattling the system of
s

fion is & reliable best of |
every College has failed o rise to tha teat.|
Why should such Colleges e maintained
‘when they fall so far below fhe
‘standard fixed by the University ?

and the minds of boys.
[he Univatsity seams to ba alarmed when
students increase bayond the capacity of
Collages ; 1t is alarmed when thoy pass

in large

| There should not be such )
babween 6he  University end the
Oolleges: Tho University hag_ite rules of
affiliabion ; it conducts periodical exami
nafion of Oallig::‘;gﬁlitad bﬂiﬂ by axpem;
| specially sppoin b, any Oollega,
illmlmilo all bslovyr the standard, the
University has the means of knowing it
Bub if is not a single College or numbsr of
Collgges that have fsiled. ~ Every one of}
'$hem is branded aa inferior o the dard:

A solicitude  for education  and
sympathy with those who seek it are nos
found in the University. Of the exami-
aers it appoints, of their knowledga and
capacity, wo know little except through |
the results of the examinations, bawildering
! Jliks to the students and the public. Tne

University would nof let the public know
| anything of what it doos ; and it would nob
lat even members of the Sa_l:gis 0 bacome

of bhe University. ]
Principals and professors of Colleges,
who are responsibla for the teaching, are
ever alive to the importance of obtainiag
(ul results in the i They

oash out students whom bhey do nob expect
#o pass ; bhey keep back others who have
noti shown quite the required amount of
proparation, They select boys for exsmi-
nation whom they consider fit to pass it
Boma failures are indeed inavitable. Buti such
# Jarge number of failures is ingompreben-
siblo. 1t tha fault is nob in to Univarsity,

qusinted with its p gs.  Things
vhich are in the keeping of the Syndicate
2an be koown only to the Syndicats;
and & majority in the Senats is ever ready
o gupport the Syndicate. They would nob
give any information about the papers of a
| fiiled candidste; they would wot allow
| an examination paper to ba re-valued by a
| sompetent parson. [s it not derogatory to
| the University, to allow the judgment of an
;xaminer, appointed by itto bs rovised? The
inor's estimate is absolute, nobody

! 8 S
| »ught to doubt his compotence, nobody

jught to question bis judgmont.  Asit is,
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of Mus year their marks in
‘kave leftout this
hefore. For instan

hi
anm's this moderation,
e whatever to get good
the hesk‘un\mol rect
ecuring a seat in the Inter-
ass. posmg our all-wise Senate '
sed I:ha lmmmnm ‘in a subject of the Inter-;
mediate and applied it to the suceessful
‘cnndidates in the previous years. what
"should be the feeling of the victims of thabre-.
trospective application of the new tes:. The intro-
duction of the moderation method even this year
wnhnub timely information being given te the
institution, of the importance attached o school g
record, must work® and bas worked a hnrdﬂhp
Amd (70 apply it to the marks in the
xamination in the previous years, has c;nxed z
w(dﬁ spread ealamity that can possibly happen only 1
in eln! F!esidﬂncy and nowhsre else in Indisa. ] I
ARDIA |

N
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% nolders of leaving certificates,” and.
4 WHAT WAS PROMISED ANDY/\ l added: “It is a cardinal feature of

e

|
r‘:‘
,
|

|

WHAT WE HAVE
IT IS INTERESTING TO RECALL AT PRESENT
one of the main reasons, which
the Government of Madras urged in
favour of the acceptance of the School
»  Winal scheme, especially since it permits
us to infer how far the hopes held out
then have been fulfilled. Sir Alfred
Bourne, one of the authors of the schems,
has dealt fully on its merits in the last
quinquennial review of Public Instrue-
tion in Madras, and in the course of
his remdrks, he says: ‘ Under the
I, scheme. . . . any pupil who had gone
: through a secondary course to the satis-
faction of his Headmaster could receive
i a certificate, the value of which for
any parﬁcular course could be esti-
mated by any person of the neces-
sary competence, such as an officer
of Government or the Principal of
the College.” It was further stated that
: the . scheme did not intend to make
f 2 = «any statement of a candidate’s having
attained any fixed standard of excellence
or ‘passed’ any examination”. = The
Syndicate solemnly accepted this view
and left the whole question to the Go-
vernment, But how far has the pro-
mise been kept. The instructions which
the Syndicate have given show that they
have assumed full control over the
{ scheme, and the College Principals are,
Py !‘r,t present, no more than figureheads

‘whose only duty is to act like a machine
as needed by the Syndicate. The modera-
: “Lion furmula as'well as the “instruc-
tions” that the ecandidate should finally |

receive five marks more than the

Presidency average have taken away 2il

olasticity from the scheme. Thus the

Syndicate have gone back on their own

promise, and what is more regrettable,

‘the G t have itted the

| preach of the promise which their accre-

| dited representative gave in the Senate

- ' and the annual report.

> " The seriousness of this incident
js evident from the remarks which

Ty

Lk
—

the Government made in reviewing
the guinqﬁ_ennial report. They appealad
for co-operation with the  Director
«4n his efforts to ensure adequate re-

fon' of the school work done by

the scheme to attach value to the!
7character and result of a boy’s entire
‘5011’001 career in preference to the!
bage record of his success at any
| single examination”. How do we now
stand in this respect? The Syndicate
havye distinctly laid down that the student
is' not to be admitted into the College
tinless he obtained a certain percentage
of marks with reference to the Public
Examination. No doubt his school record
is taken into consideration in the procesS
of moderation, but that is a mere farce in
view of the real trend of the salutary
rule laid down by the Government. If
there had not been . the moderation for-
mula, and if further there had not been
any restriction as to the 'excess of | 3
five marks, and further if the Princi-
pals had been given free scope tol|
judge' for ' themselves the ability'
of the students, then only could it}
have been maintained that the original i
promise has been kept. 4

There is still one other promise given
by the Government, which we respect-
fully submit, has not been fulfilled. The
Director of Public Insfruction remarked
| in the same quinquennial review : “One
| great defect in the old system was the
| congestion of sixth forms, owing to the
| return to them of boys who had failed in
Matriculation. In large schools, sixth
forms were commonly divided into two,
three or even four parallel sections, the
boys in them all doing the same
work, and ‘all repeating the work
of the previous year. The new
arrangement will not only diminish
the nwmber returning to school, but will
oblige the schools to provide speeia-
! lised instruction for those who do return
! and in doing so to take advantage of the
- sections in which the forms are worked”.
The italics are ours, and the words thus
italicised point to the chief reason why
the scheme was accepted by the people.
We tfully ask the G i
Has the promise thus solemnly given !
been kept? The lowest percentage
passed in the Matric was 174 B.mi, i
usually it exceeded 20. Is the Go- 7~ ,}_")1,

Intermediate class is higher than that?
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Thus all the three promises made by \ |
the Government and endorsed by the |
Syndicate are in danger of being treated !
|as seraps of paper. The instructions |
‘of the Syndicate have removed the '
elasticity from the scheme, have left
lithle or no  scope to the Princi-
| pals to judge the nature of a student’s
capacity by the quality of his work in
the school, and thirdly the congestion in
the sixth forms threatens to be far greater
than it ever was. Of course, the
| Government is not so far to blame
\ for our misfortune. The ecrisis has first
| come ahead only this year, and nothing

is known so far of the attitude of the

Government. Only if they should decline

to interfere, can they be blamed

and mot till then, In  this res-
pect we strongly feel that we shall
| be doing an ill-service to the Government |
if we do not acquaint them of the wide- |
spread alarm caused in the Province by
the shocks of the Intermediate and
' School Final results. It is universally
| feared that a blow has been struck almost |
at the root.of the progress of higher edu-
cation, and we confidently appeal to the
Government to interfere at once and
res}ore the confidence of the people.

L il
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UNIVERSITY MODERATION BOARDS

THE RECENT INTERMEDIATE RESULTS OF
the Madras University must,
other things that have been noticed in

"| these columns, also give rise o a con-

| sideration of the constitution of what is

called the “Moderation Board”. Some
N days ago we stated that there was no
Moderation Board in this University in
relation ' to the Tntermediate Exami-
nation, but we did not fully explain
what we meant by the statement,
Of course, we are aware of the existence
of a so-called Board, buf its constitution
is such that we refuse to recognise its
title to the task of ** Moderation ”. We
do not know if there are any rules by
which the University  authorities are
guided in the formation of these Boards.
All that the University calendar tells us
in- this connection is that * Special
Boards ave appointed for the purpose of
supervising the Matriculation and In-
termediate Examinations.” The framers
of the University Regulations would
appear fto have bestowed buf . in-
sufficient consideration to the consti-
tution of a Board whose task, we are
bound to say, is not the least important
in settling the fates of several hundreds
of students every year.

| Madras Intermediate Moderation Board ?
| Some: of the examiners themselves
iselected from the ‘several Examina-
tion Boards; and, these are the very
class of gentlemen against whom the
public have their complaints to make.
It is easy to realise the frame of mind
with:which such a Board weuld approach
its task'of “moderating” the results of
the' examiners for which their brother
oxaminers, and perhaps they them-
selves, are responsible. Of course we
| know even such a Board is not altogether
 without its uses; for we are tald
' that the results this year would have
been much worse than they were, but for
the clemency of some of these * Mode-
rators”. I must have been particularly
' a heavy task for them to haveto raise
the percentage of passes to the blessed
2714, in view of the fact that their own

brethern “have tested the badness
of the material that would push
its way through the filter. Even this

phenomenon of raising the percentage
of passes is not likely to have happened
but for the presence in the Board of one
or two sufficiently strong members who

among |

Who ara those that constitute the-

would take a more hopeful view of the

But we wonder why such an important
| function. should be left entirely in the
{hands of these Examiner-Moderators?
| Why should not there be a constitution
| for the Board which would admit of
members who are absolutely unconnect-
ed with the Examination Boards, who
lare not most of them Anglo-Indian
“experts” in the field of Indian educa-
tion. We venture to think that the Chair-
| man of the Board should be one who is
entirely outside the class of educational
texperts and who is likely to take a
‘saner and more liberal view of
the task of “Moderation” than the
‘Bxaminer-Chairman who would be only
too ready to accept the decisions of his
| brother-examiners. We also think it is
| desirable that at least half the members
of the Board should be selected from' the
members of the Senate who would
answer to our description given above,
We should even urge that these members
| should obtain their seats, having been
elected to them by the Fellows of the
University. |
It is not our intention to treat this as
aracial question. The function of the
“ Moderators ” is more of an administra-
tive character, and we do not see why
the Vice-Chancellor who presides at the
meetings of the Syndicate should not
also be the Chairman of the Board. We
are only anxious that a more liberal at-
mosphere should prevail in the chambers
of these final arbiters of students’ fates
than is possible under present conditions
which . permit  certain = examiners to
* supervise” the Infermediate Examina- |
tion the deplorable results in which are
due, in a great measure, if not solely, to|
the vagaries of their own colleagues.
Wo trust the matter will be considered
sufficiently important to engage the
attention of the Senate. . ol
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5 IS IT TRUE?
THERE 1§ A STRONG RUMOUR—T00 PER-|

| sistent and widespread to be brushed
| aside as groundless—that the huge per-
centage of failures in the Intermediate
Examination was due to the hasty
pi-eorrection of papers by the examiners.
‘It is said that the University, while
{appointing them, did not expect as|
imany as 3,800 students to appear
for the examination, and when the
. mistake was found out, the authorities:
\did not think it necessary to make in-|
| stantaneous amends. The result was
that the Chief Examiner in English
undertook to correct move than a
thousand papers—the rumour places it
(at 1,500—and. that was, of course,
an impossible task. The correction!
had, therefore, to be hastened out
.of all sense of proportion, with the
\result that when the marks were
‘finally entered, the percentage of suc-
-cessful students was found to be less than
20, which, however, was subsequently
raised to 31 per cent., with the result that
only 2714 per cent. escaped on the whole.
This piece of intelligence has
‘been going the rounds for the past
three weeks, and we publish it for what
it is worth. That the percentage of passes
had to be subsequently raisedis now an
open secret, and in some well-informed
-quarters, the story regarding the hasti-
ness of correction too is taken for a fact.
&£ that be so, it throws much light on the
mysteries connected with the Univer-

sity of Madras, and it is essential that
' the incident should form the subject of
inquiry. A few days ago, we quoted the
opinion of British authority on' the
valuation of examination papers, to
show that no examiners should be
" occupied with the valuation for more
than six hours a day and even the most
rapid of them is not likely, at that rate,
| to do justice to more than four to five
* hundred papers in one month. Under
| such circumstances an examiner ‘should
' have undertaken to value more than a
f‘ thousand papers seems preposterous, and
| we shall be much relieved to hear that the
| Tumour is not correct. If, however, it
| should be well founded, as we are afraid

i

it is, there is urgent reason for the insti-|
uti

on of a full and open enguiry, at the,

- instance of the Government he|
Senate. The Government can ot:asti];;"
ascertain the truth and if the popu}ar.
apprehensions should be found to loe;i
correct in the main, it is their clear duty

- to come to the assistance of the students

{ who have been ruined as the result. A
| communication from the Syndicate itself
will be most welcome, :
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publish by the Joi
§ecrstar,\{ of the Tanjore DiacrictySscondz‘:‘;
Peachers’ Association the following memorial
prepared by the Headmasters of Secondary
v Schools in the Tanjora District to 5e sent to
the Rezistrar of the University, Copies of the
patition are in course of circulation. amongst
many Headmasters throughout the Prosi.
{ / dency : .
< We, the undersigned Headmasters of i
Schools in the Presidency, have th?s sgg;%ﬂglg
request you will-be so kind as to lay at an early
date the following Xeprasenfations befors the
Syndicate for their kind consideration and orders
com

(?) Tho resolutions passed by the Syndi
dated 9215 under Regulations fscl wa(t:)'
regaxding the admission of High School studesi |
into - Colleges, are, indeed, for too severo and |
even unpracticable, for should they ba en. |
forced, they would shut off from Colleges about 90 |

idates seeking admission |

These resolutions, therefore, require to|

be revoked, or at least considerably modified, bo

fore effct is sough to be gi n
coming academical year.

(2) The main objection against the Matricula-
‘tion  Examination was that it attuch-
|ed undue importance to  the Examina-

don  marks, and ket back " realy . il |
sorving pupils; and it was with a view to remedy |
the evil that the 8 8. L. C. schemo was introduc-
ed. Bub the rocent resolutions restricting College
admissions militate agairst the Spirit of this

scheme, inasnuch as they lay down oortain fiesd
/ | minima above the fluctuating: Presidency aver
ages in the several subjocts of the public exami-
nation,
' (4 Taking the Presidonoy average
lono subject (say English) ag the
(mum, would exclude 50 per cent, of
| applicants for admission ; raising it by five marks |
{would eliminate 75 per cent., and extending this
ard from one subject to four. others would |
certainly load to the rejoction of 5o many g 9.1
| por canf. of the candidates if nht more
othar hand, every facil
well

=

ven to them in the.

in

Spirit of nc
(5) To fix the Plesidency average oo fher
A - stendard of reference would tend to take away~
- all inoentive to work in sshools, and all spiris_v$ |
healthy emulation between them; forif by diné'ef
‘hard work in all schools a higher Presidency avers
i | age is reached, quite the same percentage of candi- i
dutes would still be judged ineligisle for Collegex
admigsion. {
The resclutionsin questiomim theirzeal to kesp -

‘out a few stray ireligible caadid:
effect,keep ous quite a host ofeli
inly bighly detri t» highes od
‘and in the interests of the eounéry in gasneral.
7) The rule requiring the “’supplementary
| pupils to show class marks even in-the subjects:im
| which they havedone creditably in the public ex-
amination is quite against the spiwit of the S8.T.C
scheme, which expects the pupils to consentrate:
their energies in the subjects in which they have:
been found to be deficient, It should be enonghsins *
their case ifit is certified that their proficiency
in those subjects has been maintained: during the
““supplementary” year. i
(8) The low percentage of passes-in/the Interm
| diate Examination is more a proof of the undue
severity of the test and of the urgentneed for the
lightening of its course, than as is by some alleged
 ofthe abuse of disoretion by Principals in making
| admission. . |
$ 9) In conelusion, we pray that,inview of the con-
siderations above detailedno hard apfast rulesbe- {y
{lpid down to restrict admissions into. Collegess ||
| should, however, the Syndicate deem ang restriction. i1
necessary, an absolute prohibition may be enforced: !
only against those pupils, whose marks in. English |
(and in the subject or subjects proposed to bev
| brought up for the Intermed amination fatk
Presidency avera 7
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But this is not the end of the story. Not many.
©f us are able Lo balance a cune Gu i s apex, L
And yet this 1§ sn easier task than

s0 Lo arrange & time-tabie tor our schools an

80 60 alapt the vaued abilities vt our teashing

staffs to the varied actainments and capacities
| of our pupils that esch and every boy shall
| maiutain exietly the same rankin_ his classin
| all subjects. Some who are govd i History have
/ no taste or ability in Matnematics, ai 0oy who
| revelsin Science way atowiate Veruacalac Com-
* position. [ kuow tiat 1 at lea,t have not avguir-

Setfers fo the Edifox.

Admission to O o,
Str,—College entrance by competitive exami-,
nation is what we have. at present in our Univer-
sity. I am inclined to think that few people, even
University people, realise this fact, or if thes ~ed the skill of so arranging the work in m
do have some inkling f it, have not appreciated 4 sohool as to produce such results, and o [ find
j‘ hat a boy does well 1 Bnglish and goes down in.

i mpetitive idea is L

e o e B S

8 i ¢ B he {1y be peculisrly unforbuuce in L respect, bub

|tion was the only test for tn:'mﬂ%z | tmsis what L find in my own schor 1 examinations,

feBaamowl ies uetlid bl LT 0 | But when wecome to» Paolic Examiuation, where

ool 1 e saditiis 7o ASELL «f el g
nu GULe - .

1 sbail beable toshow that we areina I uch caanging Bxaminers, and where we find the Presis
sha.l be able {0 shi o 3 i

ab dency Averawe n Euglish jump i one year from
worse « ondition under the present Rules,ind Uhas 585042 ot ent, suin auobher yeue fall from 43 |
Larger proportion Lhai cau be | o 31, wears sure to fiud thata student who 18
expeoted w qualify fox the Uuiversity, e | high'in one subject is cumparatively low in ano-
five of the standard uf excelience i scholarsnip | ther, Atleast 80 L find 16 10 the PubhcBsamination
thut may be attsiued, e S marks of my school 1 i d tunt three-fuuvibs of
That this 1s u competitive system 1§ seen the vandidates who were quakned forthe Univer-
Srom the faov that it 15 based on_ the Diusi Sivy in Buglish were nou Luud 6610 one_ ot mors
dency. average. Lhe rule for the admission o of the wther subjects. Am L aureasonable to pat
fetaioats to uhe Uuiversity Arts Colieges, as i down ab bwo-thi, ds Ehroughout the Presidency?
/it hus been stated to me, 8 aboub as follows:— We had one third of the candidates estimated.
Tho modersted marks in Enghsh aod in esch A SR T D
p sutjects offered must be 5 | culation that two-thirds of tusse are found unib

u:

of uie two Grow red mus
T cent., above the Prenldency ayeioge ; and 1 | in one or more of the other ts, we have 11
tire phres u1oup A subjeots, moluding Knghsu, the | yer cent., who are gualified in ail sutjeots.

! Ul to this poiat 1 have vonsidered the Pablic

Examnmntion marks ouly. hereis ag

Scusus of opuion that uiarks in a Pabi

ation should be muderated by a rolerente to- the
Che

oandidate niuss outsn on the whole 15 per ceuts,
AvLYe the Presidency uverage in those three sub-
jeots combined. 1t will e seen from this that

noles in vne OF MOKe

Tue ouly plsges where uel
uuujeolj i o mado up by excellono 1 agother Jsohool armndinig of & nilidece s of tho
> Gion s | xecent Pubhic Exammation of the S. 5. L O,
are 1 Veru ;
= o in Klementucy Muaho astios, d.ficiencies in | schsme have been xo muderated, so here wust
. d by espeei slly nigh masks { be a cure for all the uils of * the schooi-gomg

{ populanion.” Well, that ali depends on the
{ method of moderation. Let us see how it bas
| worked out. Lo has bren swated above thup the

which ay be male guut
in Bughsh. :

1t 18 fuir to estimate, 1 think, thatnot more

! & per Genty, f the candidates in an exanmna:
han @ D ain exaotly the uverage mark of all Lo oderation—oF the. - muderated. warks
£ho condliduges. *1E Uiy D6 Lrue, ticre reusius 91 | ‘aliowed s that very bigh marks i Bogiish uiy

¥ mnke good same deticiency in Biementary.

"of whom will probably obtain less
| maties and i Veruacular Composition and I'raus:

| lation. How then are the moderated -marks
| obtained ? [ have be:n told that Lhe tormula is the

L )2 = the moder-

Y bhe miniwum required in Baghsh
2o enter Oviloge were the Presidency average, we

/2% might calouiate that abuut 63 per cent. would be

| quahtied i that subject, ltslmu is mu"nnu 9“,:2
)] 6 r ceut. Buu as a matter ol luc!

| gent., plus the 6 per e S

| fullowing

b
ated mark, [n this formua c = theclass mark
of the caudidute outamed in s:hool; a = the

shool average obrained in the Pablio  Exam.

6 abovEithenvoraec | anation; b = the class average 1w the Sixth

Form w the sehool ; and s = (b mark obtained

By the individual candidste in the Public Bx-

amination. In this foraiuls, 16 will be noticed,

=
g
|
<
g
g
2
2
P
<
£
5
<
=
s
:

aige boys, an 11 dhey geba ot
that 18 all vhat can be expeoted of them. It
the very exceptional Suutient that will be far above
$he average, su thut the 5 per cent,, required above
tne Piesidency average catches a _ive{‘y lm,: | Shere are twhiaverses t’ by Goniutered; the elass

| sbaxo o thase who Mg be RocEiet G o' nverage in the soaool aud the cliss aversge in the
| mak wero suffigonte L HEeeEon i ong: | | Pablié Bxanination. 1t will also be seen thut1f m
3. 3 Pablic B 5 : = ; Z

x is small, the fraction < %) will help a caudi-

LS. 5. LG ) g
e . 36 per cent.,is required for

4 Tish 15 31 per gent., | 3
b § thie results | f i )
adnission tuCallege ] I ve cauted Ub B 09 | | date, unless ¢ or a are very lov, indeed. Also if m
30y owd s’ S ol average st uhe Pabilc | 3 high that he fraction wulijure bins unless e oc |
who voiined the tehu | @arcvery high in teed. Thut1s, wenight expect

| he moderated murlk to bring uy the warks of the|
| poorest boys ine sehoul but to drag down
| the marks of a boy. who has done well especially

o 8:nool that hasdone pooily on the whole,

5 23 pe t. of the i
Jer cent., of 53 per. vent. ur 23 per Coly | A reallyclever buy who hus done well i

: S really clever buy who hus done well in epite
Shatbaa L o et too | of mdifferent teaciing. or madtqhate quipnent
fany ot be ShaRKLEl ot 98 per ol et of | in his school is penalised ; while o lagy fellow
Har, let us Bt le mumber. This” will be amay be dragged up to soue extent by the good

| marks of hig fellows in the bust schools  Whoat
| ous gaing another loses. The only exception to
this lies in the fuct thut thie o r hus gener-
* ously changed the namerons halves that oceur in
thescompuiation iuto the next larger whole num-
xs, S0 it comes ubout that 1if a boy rejiices
« | oyer some marks added to his Pablic Bx
4 tion mark, he may rest assured that nesrly th
| whole of those mucks have been taken from some
other candidate  1u most eases the added warks
| “do him no good except to add to bis seli-esteem,
for they are added to the marks of the lowest m
the lists wnd. capnot ruse him to the standird
required by the Universiiy for entrance, but they
are taken from the classmare, or other fellow,
- who badly needs them, tor they were just the
marks he needs to qualily him for College.

ot the proportivn that will be gualificd in
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Theoretically this is what we niuy expect to |
find, and when I turn to the resuils in my own
sohool this is exactly w o find to have taken
place both in thoss subjectsin which we were
above the Presidency average and in thogein
which we failed to reach that average. Bvery
Boy at the bottom of the lists has ha his marks
moderated upwards, but in 1o oase to the extent
of heing wade quabified for College, while several
of the boys who_id well hoth in the sehool aud i
‘thePublic Bxamination have thus becn moderated l
‘down &0 that they do not meet the req iirements,
Docause some of the ather boys did not do quite
s well as they should. In a very few cases the
‘onses of the very best boys in each subject, the
moderstion has added & little to their marks, but
they were just the boys whodid not need the
additional marks. So the work of the moderator
‘has had the effect of helping those who, needed
20 hielp at one extreme and ub. the other extreme
assisting those who, even with this assistance,
were beyond hope,and of iwjuring those who could
illy stand the injury. He has really done good
. %o those, ‘however, who 'desire “to see the
number of Indian students reduced to as near
zex0 88 possible.
T do niot think we shall find that. more than 10
per eents, of the candidates who appeared at the
yecent Public ixami) ation will be ube to enter
the Arts Colleges this year, if the Principals
4re atrieb in enforoin the rules, as they seem in-
clined to be, If this1s what ths authorities want:
o they have their desire, and 1 sappuse there is
Tittle to be said ; only it might occur to some
that it would have been the patt of wisdom, to
say nothing of justice, if announcemeat of this in
tention had been uade at least a yeur in advance
<o that the pupils in school and their parents
might have known what to expect. They know. 5
Tiow. however, for unless the rules pre changed, 5 i
Pheve dsno chance for improvement next year,,
nor for any yeat in the future. If all the under-

Ml ey s

-

&ven, were to be called ujion to take this Public

examination and to submit to the same condi-

Sions, I venture to nsserb that therewult would
. be about the same, and nct more than 15

per cent., could obtain sents in the Collozes

from w hich many have graduated with Honour.

On the other hand, if in some_way the pup'ls of

cur Third Forms could be admitted to the Ix-

Smination, ahout the. same proportion would te :

fonnAl tt for College, The averages in the former ;

onge would, no doubt, be larger, but that wonld

Sffeat ( niy the relation bebsveen the nverages aud

the 5 1 er cent., required abovo those averages.

e

%
2

The 5 per cent., is: relatively larger in o low
Averuss than in' high one, but thig it, &0 fax ns.{
hat would be effected T

be doubled on the

A canseey the only

it the avemso should

A s raduesa by half, on{ho Other,

Cither onse the candidates would ove 1o Gome,
1 o e BV 3 4

urder the deadly S0 % e the quality of the 1

soheme will not of itse

3
®
e
£ 5.
LT
2
&
S5

beallowed in_ tenching. and ¥

ossibie to attempt to cultiva! of

Taamning. It i true a new. day has dnwned, buf it

| s not quite the sort that we were hoping for; e
| et o ased from the tyraony of the O sl
oulation examination and were beginning 10 fe€
leatined For some higher function, 1o

2
e
2
3
7
&
2
2
¢
g
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& demon, o e mow jn the limbo. whers AvRLCl
vule. Surely the latter state 18 worAse than the

first. q i
- il take considerablo conrage for, BEU

S classes after the vacs

masters to go back to thel lpre e LS

2 the scholars work,

uired, tht 00F

0 cent.,at the most (an have

e than 10 or 15 per cent..a ost can v
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1 have these suggestions to make for the

jmmediate. improvement - of _the scheme.

The specialsation should be in the Sixth

- & Form. ’J:h;h .syunbng%s in " some Mmtl;ieclm,

Y - ‘such a3, . Physics, emistry,  Mathema-

The S. S. L. C. Scheme. < ‘ties should be lightened as specialisation begin

5 ‘ ! | only in the Sixth Form and boys read these sub-

L . 5| | jects only one year. By these means they may be

| Mr. 8. Vaipiasatmaivar, Headmaster, | { made to have a real and useful knowledge In the

#} MunicipalyHigh School, Walajapet, writes under | gubjects they read and a good foundation for the

date 21st instant:— intermediato course. .

In response to your letter, I am sending you 1" The history and the languages of the land have
the following observations: —Out of the 12 boys | not received the consideration they so  much
of this school that eompleted their certi- deserve. However much the position of B group
ficates by appearing in all subjects in the las subjects is bettered, Indian history and Indian
public examination, not one is _eligible to ente) Janguages should find place in A group to  bene-
the University course. About half the number £t the Indian youtbs in the full measure.
have failed piteously by not getiting! the require: T
marks above the presidency average in onerof th i

‘PEDAGOGUE’ Writes :i—

five subjects—the three A group and the two
group subjects. To quote an instance. A boy
having only 4 marks above the presidency averag

What with the severe Public Bxamination test,
the stringent University rules re-admission into
Colleges, the poor 8. 8. L. C. holder. goes to the

in Tamil alone (Group C) is to be considereq
"llfq‘;g“ﬁed though he has scored good marksi wall.  You rightly voiced the public opinion in
allcih s munrectsi e axe ihna L ! the Teader which you recently published in the
N . 'Hindu’, anent the University rules restricting.
R ol e ladmissién into Colleges to those candidatcs
« RS e = scoring the prescribed - marks above the
Enbjeotey of =& EE presidency average: is a moot peint
SE 0 iem ey Whether _ the University is justified to inferfere
e N b« modus operandi” of the 8.8.T, C.
B s Bosrd amd  to make the latter enter
3 the marks moderated according te University

1. PBnglish 43 43 51 rules in the certificate books, The 8.S. L.
Board is competent, I think, only ‘‘to moderate

Composition a0 d

2
Translation (Tamil)... 47 46 49 the marks obtained in school work’ and not to

moderate the works obtained in the Public

3, ‘Elementary Mathe-
matics S 32 38 Fxamination. Itisan essential feature of the
4. Tamil (C) e 37 i 8.8, L.C.Scheme to place in the hands of S.8.L.C
5. Chemistry, Theology and candidates a book containing the marks scored
Practical g2 A 37 55 by them both in the sehool ~and at the Public

_ 2. In addition to these 12 boys. five appeared \ Examination allowing any person into whose
in A and one C group subjects. OF these 17, no hands it is placed perfect liberty toattach to them
less than half the number would have passed thg whatever value, he pleases, inrespect of the
i performance of the helder both at School and the

Pablic Examination. These certificates are not

Mat}'écu]atibn examination if they had appeare
or 5
meant only for those that seek to enter the

it.

3. The moderation seems to have done as much
harm as good. It brings down the public exami- portals of the University, and ; the entry of the
{ nation marks in some cases (please see above). | moderated marks in the light of the Uni ersity
It even brings it below the presidency average rules in the book cannot but puzzle and mislead
/s making the boy ineligible for admission who an officer in need of the services of a elerk in his
i office, and who has occasion to look into that

t.@uld otherwisa be eligible,
book to select a candidate. Anyway the

“ 4. So, this moderation may better be made in

the case of boys whose marks in the public Universty cannot throw the burden of moderat-
examination are low. Further, the minimum for ing the marks on the S.5.L.C. Board_even
admission should not be as highas it is fixed at in cases where the holder of _ the’ certificate
present; it should be the presidency average bas no intention of entering upon. the
itself and in some special cases, 5 marks below | University course. The Senate would do well to
the presidency average, such special cases being | call for all certificates of candidates desirous of

failure in one or two subjects with distinctly inuing _thei legiat tion and |
good marks in other subjects. This concessien to enter therein marks! moderated according to its
deserving cases is one of the salient good features | own rules and determine the fitness of their
expected of the S 8.L.C. system. § ! holders to enter upon a University course. The
"‘Another change is, in my humble opinion, to be  correspondence which you daily publish in the
made in the circular regarding the supplementary | ‘Hindu’ goes to show that even in districts which
| course. The circular Jays down that boys that are educationally most forward only 10 per cents.
have qualified in some subjects chould undergo a of this year’sS.S. L. C. holders are eligible
supplementary course in school in_these subjects under the rules for admission into Colleges. The
b case must be worse still in backward districts.

n‘lsgl_hhongh ‘f.hs{ need[qot nppeab; in them at the

public examination. Iam unable to seean “Cootg - lagsed as ' backward

other object fer this course except it be a Sansity oo Sy N 4 wnyﬁi‘fi T horg |

for their not qualifying in all the subjects in one is ly i School in ' 'Coorg impart-

[l year. Is this course for improvement in know- ings 'move so!

|} ledge or marks ? It can’t be for the former as they l slowﬁ; in
would read the same subjects; it can’t be for Centgal High School, Mercara, to the level of the |
the latter as they need not qualify again having |umge schools in the plains. Mr. Steele, the ‘

prosent Hendmaster spared no efforts to im-

ing ©

_q;a]iﬁedl 23{9:9. l‘?n the o:‘her h;nd, there is &
| chance o ugqni'ying‘ themselves - id such i prove the equipment of the school and to raise
i i?:fa"“t‘:, ‘that year's moderation. So ‘in this i %)he ténching .P;h,uds to a high level of efficiency.
PR S s continue as before. (Ttisa iattor for congratulation that the Central
Hels cé)anae he an :hphmlse V{’lﬂl regard to |'High School, Mercara, achieved splendid resuits,
thes . e e sl ""?c' a; has been working | this year. While some schools failed to lify
years. Some of the defects; such as, the ! oven a single candidate for admission into Col-
!;;n-recpgnltlt;g of IB  group subjects, the utter ' leges the entral High School, Mercara, stole a
it S{ﬁg" to school marks,  the vagueness due | march over most of the schools of the Presidency.
o the obsence of a passing ora failing have At the last S. 8. L. C. Public Examination
bﬂenl l;rmmherlm some measure, Other defects of the candidates presented from the Central
would surely sreceive due attention and when High School no less than 73 per cent. qualified for
i At

) ;l;e:rehs;)r: also. remt?,died . i;lwj system is bound to and have obtained admission into Colleges.

B S S
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the Lower Secondary Examination over 80 per
| cent. of the pupils presented from the school
| secured passes. Mr. 8. teele works as hard ay
any of his assistants and his efficient teaching in
English’ resulted this year in raising the school

plains B group subjects are admifttedly
'\eglscbed the Inspector of Schools remarked
\m: his  report ux; this  school bhat the
or

'6 of B group subjects Were excellent. Owing to

| the peculier loeal conditions the school does neb
I afford any facilities to students desirous of under-
going nnpplemestnry conrses in. specnal subjects.
g the school
forms 50 as tu fit in with thuso in_force in the
Madras Presideney. Hitherto thelCentral School
‘commenced the work of the first term in the
| middle of April without an appreciable break
aepantmg the closing term of the school year
from the opening term of the new year, with the
result: ‘that pupils trying to improve their certi-
ficates by joining the school in July, after being
denied admisgion into Colleges in that month,
were incapicitated from deing so an account of
their inability to put in the required attendance
| during the remaining part of this term. This
| anomaly is all due to parents of pupils in Coorg
* clamonzing for the monsoon vacation being given
in July instead of midsummer vacation in April
and May as in the schools of the plains.

Ttis trusted that parents.will cheerfully
ucoapt the arrangements the Headmaster makes
| with regard to the promotions and selection of
" pupils for the Public Examination and in the

_ interests of the education of their own children

and wards will abstain from making requests for
special consideration being shown to their
children thus not to_embarass the Headmaster
| in the discharge of his duties in the bestinterests
1 of the educational needs of Coorg. .
e

averagein this subject 13 per cent. above the |
pre!l ency lverage While in most of the schools




1. Name of Paper—
'7 9. Published at—
8. Dated— ~ -7 ~ &

DEPARTMENT.

CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS.

Qe 75

[B! "Bumx."] 71/,,",33”

I seo that thero is & proposal ¢o
orgenise & publie meeting 0 protese
egainst the recens disastrons * results™
at the University vy and other public
1enlmmtums: It is not et el
|likely that & public mesting wou'd
benefit the candidates in the present
year ; for it Would be impossihle for ‘any
i ;gltmpseﬁng\ body of educationista te
|| yield to populat clamour, and publish ax
| additional pass-list.

A well de d public

respect of future exammations, A mere
wail would be of no use whatsoever. Buf
& well-conduaied public meeting would

manifsss public feeling a8  ta the way im
which the University and ofher exa—
minations are conducted, and should
show up weak spots in the edmeational
syetem, and migh¢ induce educs:ionak

authorities to set their howse in ordet.

It Thal anidea tha' the so-called
“results” of the recent examinaiions
represented  tha acimal condiion of
present-day educstion ia the Midas
Prasidy and thas didates wha

A'hava fsilad have all deseevad 6o fail, I

wouldn’s say & word ; bas I believa that
& greal meny more eandidates

" ldeserved to get through than were

allowed o' do so by ¢hs rigid processes
of M idras examioafions.

_According to mo:t people’s sxperiences
education in the Madras Presidency
has greatly _imp:oved within the lask
few years; according, howsever, ta
“results” it has  been  seriomaly |
deteriorating. Ii deterioration is a fack,
Vthe disoredic of i6 lies with
educational authorities. They have had
a free hand in the mafter ; they have
been absolute eulezs of educasion ; and
the blame of deterioration is all theirs. |
But as @ matier of fact I don’t believa |
in the deterioration. Byt

Educational Rotes.;.

! would very likely do'goed, howeve i

I consider a printed copy of & memoriak

fibat lies belore me which I am informed
bss been addressed by “the people of
{Travancore™ to the University Byndi~

=cnte. According fto' the memorial &

zlarge number of pupills in Schook

Final classes in the Teavancore Stater
were kept back by theit headma:fers
from the public examination, snd yet af

the public examination less thaa five

pek cent of the candidates wete deolared

eligible for promotion, This means thag
of all the pupils in the Travancore
State who wete studying in the Schook
Final class lasi year, abont one out of

every Gwenty-five was suscessful.

: This is exceadiogly discreditable. Bt
{iti is on the Edacational D ;partmsnt of
Tayaucore that the discredis lies. The
Hducational Dapartmens in a Nasiva
Siate is as absolute ag absoluism cam
well be; and if this is the resuis of its
work, the Department ought to be
ashamed of itaelf.

I speak strongly ; bus it ia nob'a Oiu_m
for mincing words. I don’c balieva ix
any false sympathy with stadsats who
have failed in an examination, aad don’e
hold with any idess of lefting thenw
through on ad misericordiam geounds;
buf at the same tims L think it is®
shame that there should be un-
reasoning “ slaughter.”
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AMONG the three Universities of North-
| ern India, that of Allahabad has all along
been mnotorious for the low Dercentage |
of passes, and a comparison of the Te-
sults just announced there and those in
Madras'is therefore of interest. In the
Intermediate, “ the total number of suc- |
cessful students was 977 aut of a total of
2,151 that appeared for 1" giving a per-
eentage of 45 against 271§ in Madras, ITn
|| the Matric—they have no School Final

in the U P.—1,626 passed outof 4,524, or |
36 per cent. of the otal against perhaps
10 in'this Province. The Leader makes
those significant observations on the
Intermediate results: .
A failure of nearly 55 per cent. of the
examinees is a serious matter, and requires an
enquiry into the causes which lead fo such large
| perceniages of failures in this University. To
pursue-education in thess days of high prices and
high fees is not an easy matter, and the failure of a
' large number of candidates to pass through an exa-
. mination mzans the infliction ofindividual hardship
{ in several cages and the wrecking of many careers.
It passes our. ion how the Uni ity
| can look with complacence on such results, with-
| out bestirring itself to remedy the defect, in what-
. ever direction it may be, which is responsible for
| this state of affairs. We refuse to believe that !
* the majority of eandidates who go up for the '
4 examinations are dullards and wasters of time, i
| and that the fault lies wish them, and not with the | i
| curriculum of studies, mode of teaching, idiosyn- : #
. eracies of examipers and nature of examination -
| bapors. % 1 ¥ i
Quite so. It is adding insult to injury }
to ruin the studem#s, and then to com- ‘
‘plain of their inadequate attention to |
' study. But what would the Zeader say I g

of our Madras results ?

-

A
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THE DEMAND OF THE PEOPLE
‘WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE PRINCIPALBJ
have received certain instructions modi-
fying the original rules laid down by the
| Syndicate regarding the School Final
| Examination, and anumber of students
whose applications were at first rejected
have received intimation that they would
bs admitted into the Junior Intermediate
@lass. We do not know what the modified
| instructions are—the authorities respon-
sible for the same do not yet think it safe
or advisable to come ouf of their secrecy
—but it is evident from the certificates
of those whose fate has bee reconsider-
ed unfavourably that the change isnof
satisfactory. The guillotines set to work

and the demand of five marks above
the Prosidency average after “modera-

with. In other words, the interfereace
of the Syndicate still exists, though in a
“less injurious form. It is hardly neces-
sary to point out that the authorities
have not, thereby, gone as far as the
people can justly demand.

As we pointed out last week, the

+ Glovernment promised, in introducing |

\the School Final Scheme, that it would
mark an improvement in three distinct

in the shape of “ moderation ” formula |

tiofx,” have mnobt both been doné away |

directions over the old Matric, and the
people accepted thenew scheme only on.
the strength of that promise. The people
can therefore now claim, with perfect
justice, that each of those promises’
should be redeemed. And the most im-|
portant of them is the exclusion of any.
outside interference, such as that from the
Syndicate, full scope being given to the
Principals to judge the merits of the
students on the strength of his certificate. »
If the Government intends to redeem
that promise, the two guillotines devised
by the Syndicate must at onoce be brush-
ed aside without any more fuss. And
the Syndicate itself cannot justly com-
plain. They promised not to interfere-
with the scheme, and they must be made:
to keep it up. Further, the people”

| should demand the fulfilment of the other
| promise, that there would be nothing

in the certificate fto say whether

the student passed any examination, and
also that due value would be attached to
the student’s work in the class. Thirdly,
the Government stated that the School
Final Scheme would avoid overcrowding
in the Sixth Form. The time has come
for the redemption aof each of. those |
promises.

|
! We do not think that the people are !
{in a mood to rest quiet with any
small concessions, which may raise |
the percentage of passes to 20. It is
not a mere question of percentage
\that is now exercising she minds of the |
parents in the Province. What they are

| interested to know is whether within five |
\years of making #he promise, any

| 8eb. of people can come in and attempt |
(to lay the axe ag ,n at the root of
higher education, and that in violation
of the promises given by both the Govern~
ment and the University. That is the
problem which has been brought to the

front by the recent results. And its im-

| portance should be fully understood.
{On no account should the principles
underlying the popular demand be for-
gotten. If the Government should inter:

fere fo fulfil all its promises, as we hope |
they will do, the perceritage of passes will

perhaps be 35 or 40, and the Syndicate |
may guarantee the same facilities this
year. But that is hardly a desirable
“{achievement. What the people should
|demand and obtain is that the
University, until at least it changes

< .its aftitude towards the spread of

higher education, shall not have any-
thing to do with the School Final
‘Scheme. Any concession less than
that is a source of future danger and
i should therefore be shunned. And if thé .
| people should speak out in suﬁicient}
strength, the Glovernment is bound to
grant their demand ; and, we believe, they'f; :
will do it quite willingly, for we do nofi
think they will decline to redeem their
own promise, espeeially since it was:’
:givan almost spontaneously in view of!
| the cruelty of the University towards
i the candidates for the old Matric.

"




5 >
. v
{
%
ok
g

¥ 2. Published at—

1. Name of Paper—

20,000—4-18..

CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS.

i
&

N

L i
i : —
8. Dated— 28 " %4@/ S
"The S. S. L. €. Scheme. one cannov understaud the utility of approxi |
mating the school marks to those of the . Babe
» o b D o lic Examination. Though in certain cases  the
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MR. A. PANCHAPARESA AIYAR, M.A., Head-
master, P. 8. High School, Mylapare, writes to
‘us under dateiyesterday :—

The results of the Public Examination held in
connection with the School Final scheme in last
March have hada disastrous effect on the
canditates. T do not know whether there is any.
High School in the Presidency that has passed
more than 12 per cent. of the pupils sent up for
the examination. This state of things has been
brought about not only by the dis-
couraging results of the Public BExami-
nation, bub also by the novel system of
moderation adopted under instructions from the
Syndicate. It is unaccountable that the results
of the Public Examination should abnormally
vary from year to year. For instance, the
Presidency average in English last  year was as
as 45, bub this year it is only 31." I't cannob
be said that the average capacity of the puyils
{has suddenly fallen in the course’ ofa yapy,
has therefore to be admitted that ” there is
something Wrong somewiaro In the system now.
in vogue in the condick of the Public Examina-

tion. Asregards the moderation system it mugt ba
{ said that it aims at too high a standard, It is tco
muchexpeet theimpossible frvm pupils of average
icapacity arid from thoss whoss onpacits e ansrs
little above the average to insist on their getting
5 marks over and above the Presidency i verage.
Ninety per cent. of the pupils are of this descrip-
tion. It is very hard indeed to shub out most of
the aspirants for education from the benefits
of a University course Does not the strength |
of the State depend upon the number of its |
enlightened cibizens ? if so, why should there be |
such slaughter of the innocents? A little con-
sideration will show that the moderation system

| asnow adopted is very unreasonable. There
*have been instances of the Presidency averages

| having been 48 o/, 50 oo, 55 ojo, and so
|forth. Ior a pupil to be eligible for admission
ina College, he should get not less than 5300,

11550/0 or 60fo as the case may be. Such minima

| are obviously too high and in no University are
| such high minima insisted on for mere admission.
| For the past four  years much was left to the
| discretion of the Principals of Colleges in regard
| to admission. This privilege was not abused in
the generality of cases, though it was rumoured
that there were certain instances of abuses here
and there. *This was working well enough
gave public satisfaction. Hven if
there were instances of the admission of ineligi-
| 'ble i it could not. materially affect the
| general efficiency and the pupils so admitted go
out, though plucked in the Intermediate Exami-
nation, all the better for the higher education
that they have received. Should the Syndicate
be so zealous of the prestige of the University
asnot to give room to lapses of any kind, a better
corrective should have been employed than theJ
moderation system now devised. .
Moderation, as the term implies. has for its
aim the relaxation of the rigour of the Public
ination and the saf ing of the in-
terests of candidates from its freaks and vaga-
ries. Some well considered principles should
be adopted to secure this aim. Can it be said
that the system of moderation, as now adopted
under instructions from the Syndicate, secure
this aim? The arithmetical process required . to
be gone through merely ends in bringing down
the school marks as near as vossible , to  the
| Public Examination marks. The object being !

* | to reduce fhe rigour of the Public Examination, |

Public Bxamination marks have been raised on
the basis of moderation, in the majority of
cases these marks have been brought dows.
This acts as a great hardship on  many candi-
dates.

Judged by the standard prescribed by  the
Syndicate,/mot more that 10 per cent. of the
candidates will be eligible for admission colle.
ges. This shounld naturally tell very heavily on
the financial stability of Colleges. The staft will
have to be considerably reduced and the salaries
also of Lecturers and Professors will have to be
cut down. Consequently the efficiency of Colle-
ges will suffer a good deal. Many of the private
Colleges being without funds some of the Colleges,
which have no financial support will have to be
closed if the starvation continues for more than
a year. Such being the case, the Syndicate will
' be well advised in suitably modifying the ins-
tructions issued by them. This should be done
as early as possible so that  admissions may be
made on better and more reasonable principles
before it is too late.

In the courge of the public lectures that I was
called upon to deliver both in the Ranade Hall
and the Kellet Hall and in my speeches at bhe
Trichi ly. Ed i Conf nd at;
certain meetings of the Madras Teachers’ Guild
I said that certain minima should be fixed for
pupils to be qualified for a  pass in each of the
subjects included in the School Final Scheme
and that failures for want of a few marks in one
or more of them might be guarded against by a
reference to the school marks. T also said that
the privileges of discretion might be misunder-
stood or misused and might work prejudicially
to unattached high schools. This idea was then
pooh-poohed and it was held that the scheme
as originally devised was a panacea for all evils
and that under the new scheme there were to be
all prizes and no blanks. Now at least ittwill be
admitted that the all-prize principle has vanish-
ed into air.

Many of your correspondents suggest varions

: A W ion with

i
moderation. None of these, in my opinion, will
work well. The only possible remedy that will

satisfy allis to fix the minima for a pass in each of
the subjects taken up for the PublicExamination,
say 40 oo in Enelish and 33 ofo in each of the
other subjects. Should however a candidate
happen to fail for want of a few marks in one
or more of them:, his school marks should be
taken into account in settling the question of
his pass. This is certainly an improvement
on the old Matriculation and the only possible
improvement. In a talk that T recently had with
Professor Lakshminarasu, I found him to expres
the same view. ~

One glaring defect that one notices in the
S.8.L.C. Public Examination is that the standard
of the question papers varies from year to year
and that the marking system is not of a uniform
standard. This arises from a radical defect in
the constitution of the School Final Board. Not
a single Indian Headmaster of a High School is
t0 be found 1n the School Final Board as now
constituted. The few Indian gentlemen who are
on the board are Principals of Second Grade
Colleges, They cannot be expected to be as
thoroughly acquainted with wilt the working of |
High Schools as the Headmasters themselves that
are directly in charge of them. The blunder of
excluding Headmasters from the Board is pers; b
edin I do not know for what purpose. At
least half the strength of the Board shonld consist

of teachers of high schools and the other half of

others. T is not enough to say that the assistant
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examiners are High School teachers. I'hey cannot
fake any initiative in any matter as they act
under instructions. Unless this suggestion is
adopted, the freaks of the public examination
and the surprises caused by them will repeat
themselves.
i Before I close, I should like to point out a
| defect in the grouping of the subjects. There is
publicexamination in the subjects of the A group
and those of the C group, but none in those of
| the B. group; this gives a premium to young
pupils to neglect the subjects of the B group.
‘Whatever the attention bestowed by teachers and
| hewever strict the discipline, the neglect of the
| non-examination subjects caunot be effectively
remedied. The moral &ffect of this neglect on the
papils is indeed very bad. The low marks obtain-
ed in the B Group subjects disqualify the
admission of pupils in Colleges and detract from
the merit of the certificates. The experiment of
retuining the B Group subjects as non-examina-
| tion snbjects has been tried, bub tried with signal
| failure, = To w2ke pupils bestow more attention
S Thhanss “" o public exami-
| on these subjecty, there showia ws o .
| nation in themalso and the subjects foF the
examination should he ‘growped sotiefhdb
differently. For instance, Indign History &
Geography should goas one subjett. Nature study,
otherwise known as Elementary Science, should
have a difinite syllabus and may be made to go
along with Indian History and Geography. One
of the Indian Languages inclusive of Sanskryt
sheuld be made compulsory. Under this scheme,
[ there will be only two groups, the flrst consisting
of the subjects which all must study and the
second of the subjects to be selected
from, at the option of the candidates. English,
| Vernacular I i d  C 1tion,
| Elementary Mathematics, Todian History,
| Georgrapby and Natural Science will come under
| the A Group and the rest uader the C Group.
Drawing alone may be taught as a non-examina-
tion subject as in the pre-school final days. As
Drawing is more for the artist than for literary
man and as all cannot have equal aste for it, it
cannot find a place in the public examination
subjects.

The syllabuses of study must be considerably
lightened both in quality and quantity. The
| quantity to be studied in English alone takes
| away a large portion of the time at the disposal
of the pupils. Some idea of the difficulty can be
] formed!when one comes to be informed that about
| © thousand pages of literary prose, besides some
poetry, ' have to be studied by pupils whose
average age is only fifteen years. In Elementary
| Mathematics, in English History, in Physics and

in = Chemistry the aiin is too high. It is given
{outi that the several Boards = of Studies are !
engaged in reducing the difficulty of the subjects |
‘to be brought up for the Intermediate Examina- |
"tion. If this be so withregard to the Intermediate.
Examination, a much stronger case can be made
-out in connection with the School Final examina-
| tion as regards the difficulty ot the subjects.

A general scare has been created hoth by the |
Dpoor results of the Intermediate Examination |
and by the exclusion of nearly 90 per cent of the
Sehool Final candidates from admission into the
colleges. Such a scare will lead to a great nery-
ous tension which, in the end, will have harmful
cffdet both upon education and upon the hap-
piness of the school going population. It is to be
hoped that the powers that be will lose no time |
in adopting remedial measures soas to -restore
public ¢confidence. T may sugwest in closing that,
for the current year, the admission of the pupils
into the Junior Intermediate Class may be left
to the discretion of the Principals as in the past
years and changes in the existing system, if any,
may be made after careful consideration and
with due notice to the parties concerned.

jus

Mr. R, Swaminatha Aiyar, p.a., ©T, Hend-
master, Town High School, Kambakonam, writes
to usi—

1. 25 out'of a total of U5 pupils of my school
are found eligible for admission into Colleges
according to the recent resolutions of the
Syndicate,

2, Nof less than 50 per cent. of the pupils
presented could, under ordinary circumstances,
have passed the Matriculation Examination if
they had appeared for it.

he system of moderation adopted is both
meaningless and harmful. The rule that ad-
mission should be restricted to those holders of
certificates, whose marks exceed the Presidency
average by five marks in the various subjects of
the Public Examination, is far too severe, inas-
much as 1t would keep out from 90 to 98 p. c.
of the 8. 8. I. C. holders seeking admission, as
may be seen from the statement A appended.

Tnstances are many inmy school of boys

. having sufféred by the moderation process. The

“‘moderated” marks have made ineligible
3 students (eligible according to the Public
Examination marks) in English 11. in Vernacalar
composition, 1, in History of England 5, in
Algebra and Geometry and 3 in Physics. (One
boy who gets 60 per cent. in Algebra and
Geometry in the Public Examination is made
ineligible in that sabject by the moderation!)
They have suffered because of their inefficient
comrades sifting with them for the Public.
Examination. 1t might be argued, on the other
side, that the same inefficient candidates would
reduce proportionately the average school marks,
80 that individual marks should remain the same
after moderation. is is bat a mathematical
possibility little realized in practice. It seems
to be assumed that the class master isa man of
unerring judgment and his assessment is of the
ideal uniformity, thoroughness and accuracy. A
rightminded teacher is never so anxious or
nervous as when he proceeds to mark and it must
be remembered at the same time that there are
teachers and teachers.Itis quite possible under the |
new ‘‘moderation system’’ to push up a few boys
of a class ashigh as possible by giving them high |
marks and giving the rest of the class low marks, |
50 as to keep the entire class average low enough. |
The luckier portion of the class having hizh
individual classmarks would offer a higher |
multiplicand for the “moderation” formula and |
benefit by the process of multiplication. |
Further the luation of the i worth |
ab the Pablic Examination and the assessment of |
his work at schools are done not under the same 1
conditions nor by the same agency. To moderate |
the results arrived at by ene agency under one !
set of conditions on the basis of the results|
determined by another agency under ancther set.

prepared to discuss here, as it will serve no use-

ful purpose. I would suggest, however, that

5 |
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the two sets of results be loft to stand ‘intach side
| by side, as has been done hitherto, for unbiassod
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3 ‘.‘; PERIYAKULAM.
d Tre SCHOUL:LEAVING CERTIFICATF,
PERIYARULAM, 2% June, — The following Ra-
solutions were pussed at a Pablic Meeting held

in the Union Club, yesterday with the Hon'ble
Dewan Balidur V. R imabiadra Nailn in the
hir : —* :

| That the Government he memorialiced to the

effect: that the public of Periyakulam, liks those

of the other parts of the Presidency. view avih

alorm and dismay the effocts of the recent Rules

passed by the Madras University regurding the
: t

4

'y School Leaving Certifi
bolders juto Colleges s virtually destroying the
progress of education on n sound and healthy
basis and s opposed to the principle on which |
r the 8. 8. L C. course was established by the Goy-
" ernment, and that they humbly and earnestly |
e pray that Government may be pleased to veto the
newly introduced Rules 0 s to leave the disere.
tion of the Principals of Oolleges wholly unfet
tered. A

That the Senate of the University of Madras
may herequested o he pleased to reconsider and
‘withdraw the said Rules,

That the Hon'ble Dewan Bihadur V. Rama-
bhadra Naide, Zemindar of Doddappanayakksnur
and Vadagarai, be requested to take all such me-

Y

serious disabilities which the Rules impose on the
stadent population.—(From a correspondent.)
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‘Wo Steadiness -7
A CORRESPONDENT gives in the Hindu
the following table of “ Presidency ave-
4 rages” in the various subjects of the
S.8.L.0. Public Txamination during

+the past five years.
a} ; : I e s T
ol
G
Paglish ... 11 349, 432 43 31
Vernacular Compn.
| and Translation 476 546 A7 46 46
| Ble, Mathematics 39'1 386 3 297 32
“History of English 396 357 404 38 31 ;
Algebra & Geometry 481 375 387 59 46
| Physics—Theory 14320 337 32 31
., —Practical ~— 315 326 32 26
‘Samskrib ... . 40444 398 33 40 &
Tamil . 39 3161878 38 37 1
)

Thus, except in Tamil, the variations
for the different vears emount to at least i
25 per cent. in each of the “subjects, and )
| the Presidency averages for the same| |
‘subject show a still greater fluctuation 3
in any single year. Thus, in the current : ;
year, the averag}'e.variés‘_ from 26 to 46 5
|last year ib varied from! 29 te 59, and in
no year was it less than 50 per cent.
(What does it signify? In the firs in-
| gtance, it shows that the examiners do
“not kknow the standard of knowledge ex-
pocted from the students for whom they
are asked to seb the question papers. And
|that is due to the rigid bus fatal exclu-
sion of Headmasters and other teachers |
|of High Schools from all activities eon-|
nected with the School Final Scheme,
/ ),fl‘he variation of the percentages has a
=" very bad effect o the marking system
adopted in the school, for the teacher
‘does‘not, under existing circumstances,

|know the standard he should }naints.i‘n
Lgor the clags ayemgor e ST Ll
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COIMBATORE VIEWS

i
i |

|
| Celmbatore results : Colmbatore College:: ont of 75 stids |
lents enly 6 have completed certificates, In the Loadon |

| Mission High Schiool, out of 33 students only 4 have |
|completed certificates. Inths S. Michaels, ont of 28 tiere
|are 4 completed certificates. i
¥ | Mr.P.J. Devasahayam, B.A, LT, Head-
} master of the London Mission High School,
| Coimbatore, who was interviewed by eur
correspondent, gives the following @3 his
| opinion on the 8.8, 1,C:
. When the Matriculation Examination was
n vogue, there was no attempt to secure a
i llnlfOI"mliYOf standard in respect of text books,
question papers and the method of valuation.
1% was hoped that the Board, constituted  ac.
cording to the new system, would remove
the evil. But the evil is there still, in
a perhapsagzravated form. During the Ist
§wo or three years thetext books ihat
Wera prescribed were very suitable. Later
on, however, they were some times too high
and at other times too low for the Standard.
Some of the text books that are prescribedars |
thoroughly useless, and there is nothing for |
the pupils to learn therefrom, regarding the
structure of the English language. As regards |
the nature of questions in Knglish, the aim of
the 1st Board was toget a fairly continuous
composition cf the subject matter, which the
pupils were placed in possession of. Thak]
ideal has now become changed. Then again
in respect of the msthod of valuation, the
Assistant Examiners were originally instruct-
ed to give marks up to 50% for facts and up|
to 507 for style. Those instructions were
moditied later on and the examiners were
asked o ;give marks ‘up to 40% for facts
and up to 60% for style; while now
they are asked to give marks up to 100% for
facts and thereon deduct up 0 1007 fer style.
The result has been a terrible slaughter of the |
pupils in English. It is said that those who
had zeroin English in the last School Final |
Examination number about 300; those who f
~"{had 5 marks and less than 5, number about
2,500; and those who bad 10 marks and less
than 10, numbsr about 5,000. An examina- |
tion of the records will disclose a steady de--
cline in the average year after year, and it is |
fo be accounted for, to a very great extent,
by the constant, c)m_nggg that the Standard
undargoes. Hach examiner dictates his own
standard,and it is not moderated by the Board.
The defect in the old system was that there
‘were no optional subjects, and that the pupils
| werenot t&pvgs!d choice of subjects and choice
Iof tions in Bxamination papers. The
‘distinctive featﬁra,qf, the School Final System
. lis3, in the choice of subjects thatit allows to
¢ jpng;l.nand in the specialisation in _studies

A%

‘which it seeks to eifect and promote. But the
thing is overdone, and we are now having too
much of the good thing.
of g i the ions given in
Science are of different types, and certain boys |
[ara‘at a disadvantage inasmuch as they ge

As x:egan_ls bla‘e qhqim

ong set of questions, which are admittedly |
more difficult than other sets of questions !
‘ which other students ate called upon to an- |

‘swer. A practical Examination in _Science |

T bsolutel 6 o y. (A PR
|course in Science for pupils is, of cours-,’
|essential, but their knowledge in it could well |
-be tested in the theoretical paperitself. Tha
nature of the questions in the practical ex—
\amination almost always depends on the kind
|\of instruction given in the Teachers' College,
‘Saidapet. Several Institutions may have done
[far better in practical work than the Teachers’
College, but, if a particular experiment done
inthe Teachers’ College had not been done in
those institutions, those institutions suffer,
\ In some of the optional snbjects the Standard
is almosfi the same as it wus when we had the
Matriculation Examination, while in Physics
and Chemisiry the Standardis
high, with the result that a very con-
siderable percentage of boys take up History
while few fake up Physics and Chemistry. It
cansafely bo asserted that, if matters
continue unalter:d, in the coutse of a few
years there will not be any to fake up
Physics and Chemisiry, those who are speci:
ally strong in Mathematics, and who, while
they take up Mathematics, shall have soma
thing to do with Physies and Chemistry,
bsing, of conrse, excepted. Then as regards
“moceration,” which has been ix}troduced, k
the complaint is general and very wxdesprangi.
The general public may not know how this
“moderation” is arrived at. [—(The 6th! form
marks of the candidats for the last year+the
average marks for the School in the Public
Examinatien)-the form average of the last
year—] is added to the Public Examination
[ tnarks of the pupils and thereon divided .by 2_;
| That method of arriving at “moderayxun
tempts echoolmasters to play the mc}x of
keeping the form average as low as po_ssrble.
The pupils of average uhili_ty are qertam‘ly\tp, -
be pitied and their lot is miserable indeed. A
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Ixmnmwm RESULTS WERE |
pointed out how
ave to the ause. of hxgher .

nly one single class.
down to even the High

T
exammnhon, ha.ve to be found
econdly, even if that were
4poss1ble without curtailing the promo-
:hons, the fear of a very aﬁbenuated junior

urth form ; and t;va‘.ml?s%*i‘x
the lower classes also. Fom
eéven in their case, the views of the teach-
ing staff to get the pick o the skudentsl
into the sixth form will have their
automatic influence, though not to tho
same extent as in the fourth and ﬁfbh1
formp. i SEE

It is ﬂ:us necessary Spre!
£ slaughter" to the lower cl

o
exammérs, in keeping down the
successful sf:udené
[Intermadis.ta, strike at the ro
- education, and do not ohop o
topmost paﬂ:s. And thatis a Tes|
liar to all people acquainted
1 nts of our educational s
needless to say, the examine

\?l ad '- of that k 1 J d;
. it is they that are in a position
{thofulliaan ; ?f» £

a phenqmenon which throws mut;h,
light upon theu; love for the sﬁudent{
pupulahon. Al 1s

with thetlntter should h:
kind f;hqn other people, in
atms as exammars a.re fom:




CUTTINC

l. Name of Paper—

. Published at— 9 S

. Dated— %

2 Q
Ao Pslia

DEPARTMENT. oy

FROM NEWSPAPERS.

| FTHE MADRAS UNIVERSITY
= INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION
! OF 1915
Unprecedented Slaughter of the Candi- |
dates in English * !

SPECTAL or Moderation Board for considering
}{)‘h]e results of the Intermediate Examination : |
3 hat they did and what they should have

| done :

Only about thirty per cent. of the can-
didates passed in [English this year,
when:ess in previous years about 6 % of the
candidates passed in English except in the
year 1913, "when 507 of the candidates passed
in BEnglish apart from other subjects (vide
Syndicate Reports for the years 1911, 1912,
1913, 1914). The Moderation Board ought to
have first raised the marks of the candidates
in English, ¢, e, ina subject in which there
was abnormal failure, before they began to
moderate the hardships caused to the candi-
dates in subjects in the which the failure
+was normal. In previous years 407 of the
candidates failed in English, and about 25

 of the candidates failed in Special
subjects. In some other subjects also
where the failure was abnornal, they ought
1o have raised the marks of the candidates be-
fore moderation. Tnstead of doing so some

candidates who failed inoneor two subjects,
in which there was the usual failure, got the |
1 benefit of moderation. In a year when failure
in English was abnormal, candidates who fail-
ed in English and who|got 30 per cent. should
have been allowed to pass. It would
have been better for the dignity and
prestige of the University to choose
,men of nosition not engaged in the work

of teaching as members of the Moieration
Board, asmoderation does not require any
spectal knowledge of special subjects. In the
' B. A. Examination Optional Subject is as im-
portant as English. But the Moderation
| Board showed all kinds of {leniency to those
who failed in special subjects, and showed '
shight leniency to those who failed in English,
in a year when there was abnormal failure
in English owing to hasty and careless valu-
ation of answer papers.
» The Examiners and their Valuation:
In all, including the Assistant Exami {
‘tbere were about 20 gentlemen who!

valued the English papers of the Intermedi- |
ate Bxamination. About (3850 X 4) or 15,400 |
answer books were valued by the Chief Ex-
aminers and the Assistant Examiners, within |
30 days in the case of Assistant Examiners.
and 40 days by Chief Examiners. The
Chief Examiners took about 1,000 papers
- for valuation besides the work of re-
valuing the papers valued by the Assist-|
ant I i for i i ity
Each Intermediate candidate wrote about
20 pageson an average in English Composi-
#10n (Non-detailed Study) and English Poetry,
and about 15 pages in English Prose and 4
pages in English Compositior. For valving
each answer book, each Examiner should have
taken 20 t030 minutes. Working at the rate of
6 hours, they could not have valued more
than 15 papers or 600 answer b in
days. Hence the work must have been done

{very.icarelessly, _Can_the Exami sa

that they have a delicate balance to
weigh the merits of the candidates, so
as not toallow the difference of a single
mark for answers to each question ? The mark-
| ing in English cannot be so precise as in
Mathematics or Science. Did the Examiners
give marks for each question under the follow-
ing headings : (a) style, (b) matter, (¢) method
of answering the question? Un the whole,
within the time allotted, their marking
must have been based on impression, and the
impression test is not a correct test. Further '
an Examiner should not examine ‘the candi-
dates in more than one subject. For the last
two or three years one gentleman was * the
Chief Examiner for both English Prose and |
Poetry. While it is difficult to control the|
_waluation of about 3,850 answer papers, it
would have been very difficult to control the
valuation of about 7,700 papers. As he is a
member of the Syndicate, the Assistant Ex-
aminers are at a disadvantage, and they
rigorously carry out his directions. Exceptin
the case of special subjects there was
710 necessity for troubling a member of the
Syndicate to take up two papers in|
' English. Are there not competent men out- |
side the educational world to serve as Exami-
ners,or there are|not!competent men in Colleges
who know the Intermediate standard? Inthe
S.8.L C.Board no Examineris given more.
than 400 papers for valuation. In previom
years in the Intermediate Examination to!
moderate the rigour of valuationin English
Prose ad Poetry, Composition Examiners were
liberal. Such advantage, the candidates of chis.
year had not.
Meeting of the Board of Examiers for pass-
ing question papers :
1t is not desirable that Examiners who are
Professors of Colleges should have the papers
in their minds for some time before. If is
| humanly impossible, under such conditions,
ot to dwell on the subjects on which ques-
tions are set,and slip overothers. Students
‘belonging to classes taught by Examiners
havé in any case an advantage over others,
for. they can make a shrewd guess at the
%ind of questions their Professors will set.
This should not be increased by a meeting of
the whole Board.
Serial number of the candidates not accord-
;ing toalphabetic order irrespective of Col-
| Jeges:
{ _The of candid; ding to
+their colleges or private study,not according to -
_alphabetical order,whether College studentsor | _
Tnot, forces the Examiners to distinguish their
[own students from others, and, as some Chief
[Examiners value the answer papers of their
own College stadents; there is scope for show-
ing unconscious partiality to their own stud-
ents.The object of giving numbers only, i.e, to
avoid unconscious partiality,is thus neglected.
How ‘far S.S.L, C. Examination is_res-
ponsible for the numerous Intermediate Exa- |
mination failurs of this year :
| The first batch of the S.S. L.C. students
| d for the diat ination of |
11913, and 50 7 of the candidates passed in
English apart from othersubjects. The second.
| batch appeared in 1914, and about 677 pgssed.
in Enoglish apart ifrom other subjects.
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Surely the intellects of students have
‘not deteriorated within one year from
‘March, 1914, to March, 1915. Principals of
' Colleges are very careful in selecting boys or,
!at any rate, whatever may be the merits of
| students who join the Junior Intermediate
| class, they insist upon students getting high
- marks in Foglish. Suchof the Principals as
NG alittle lax in the matter of admission
y-adopt the double process of Ailtration,

\viz, (1) in promoting the boys from the

! Junior to the Senior Intermediate, (2) inselect-

| ing boys for the Examination. Bright stu-
dents whogot 60 7 in the S.8.1..C. Examination
are plucked in the Intermediate Examination \
and students who got distinction ~marks in;
Eaoglish in the Intermediate-Examination are |
plucked in the Pre-Honours Examination,
These facts coupled with sther circumstances
will go to show that the valuationof the In-
ltermedia.te papers in Knglish was very care-
ess.

Opinions of eminent educational officers and

members of the Senate with regard to the In-

termediate Examination :

‘While some féllows of the University were
for introducing the compartment system,as the
candidates could not stend the strain of an-
swering continuously for sixdays five differ-
ent subjects in hot weather, others, includin
-{ Mr. Stone, usz%ﬁ)gxhggic Eth_:gg_w%%_
maintained that the course of study should be
lightened in various subjects, especially in &
Baglish. Therefore while parents, guardians
and the candidates were expecting liberal |-
valuation of papers and greater percentage of
success, because the fellows themselves knew
the difficulties of the caudidates, the results
were shocking tomany. *

Examinations of other Universities and the :
percentage of passes : 4 ‘

‘While in other Universities, especially in
Calcutta, 60 of the candidates pass in '
the various Examinations, it is highly fo
| bo regrotted that the Madras University is
I singular in plucking a large nglmber of deser-

ving candidates. While there is a provision in

Talcutta University forre-valgmg thaznsyver

papers of those who failed in ona subject 3
(vide R ions Calcutta U y Calen-
dar 1914 page 96), itis the sad lot of many
candidates here that they are not able to learn
their marks under various sub-headings in &
each subject even on payment of Rs. 2.
| Conclusion : 3
. Tt is earnestly hoped that a special Modera-
tion Board be appointed to give'relief to the
candidates {;cts in which the failure is

passes on' cer- |

to the lines already

y thought over by the mem--
te. And for

Ty, 2.e, for the spread of
d to prevent the recur- |
ovils [Examination Board
th\' uestion papers,
oderation Board and the o
rbers it to the =

et

: f ra for valuation, so that N
the dignity and prestige of the University e
may stand as high as before. .
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V EXminations,
Six,—In connection with the correspondence on:
the subject of admission to Collepiate study, I
{should like to cali your attention to one or two:
points which 1have n:tseen exsphasised.
In the firat plice, the system of modes

devised by the Syndicate works positive
owing to the fact that it does not alter the mark
oblained at the examination by a percentage, Per
witme to explain this by an example.I havebsfore
me two certificates from the same High Sehool.
1t s0 happens that the two boys obtaired exuetly
the same mar ks—65—in Maglish in the Sixth
Foim The Form average for the class was 41,
while the average for the schosl ac the Pablie
examination was 24 The one hoy reeured 30 i rhe
in Busiish at the Pablic Examination 1he other
45, Lue former’s nark was modern:ed o 34, wh le
tne latter’s became 37. Negleet ng iractions, .
\thase moderated marks ‘are correst; Lut what
sheuld.be noted is that, the boy who tcoured the
1o sw has hid his mark icerea ed by 4, or
133 per cent., while bhe second ca i¢idate’s murg
bas besn increased by less than 6 per cent. Can |
thia ve congilered fair when both boys sesured
the same miirk in the class wh le rewing n ti e
samwe 50100l ? Should 1os the public examination
marks of both e increased by the saume percent-
awe when tie boy's class marks show that tney
wreof equal mierit in the subject ? L
gain, dves 1600y seem moust evident that there
owething faudaineutslly wrong with a system
of mderation wiich uiusesa boy’s punlic esamin.
avion marks to be reduced even though he was
abiove the average in iis class and notwithstending
the fact thut theaverage of bis schoolin t ¢ Pablic |
exaumnation was equal to the Prosidency average.
For example, a boy obtained 74 i vernueular |
composition last y ear when the Picsidency aver
age was 49 aud the averaze for his s shool was 54,
io the Sixoh Form ws mark was 58, while the
Form average 1 the class work was 48 Fag
mark comes down feom 74 to 67. Who oan explain
wiy 1t should be reduced? According to the
presentsystews, a boy obtaining zerv . eleumient-
cmpbics in the public examination may
hive Lis mark moderaicd to § 012 or more,
Wid any oue believe that a boy sesuring zaro de-
crves even the least consideration inu scheme
of moderation?  However, Ly the scueme now in
use such & boy’s uiark is increasea by an infnite

that a reasopableand justscheme conld
1 devised very easily, | would sugeest |
the foilowin uy - public exwmination ik |
Der cent below the Frenidenoy aver- [y
age siivu d ot be woderated, oxecpt, pechaps, (|
m the cate of elementary niathemui
savig History of Boghad or w language ns
theic Geoup U svnject. Loe exsivination mark
snould e moderated by nddiug oue maik to
the puble examivation mark for every 2 or
more per cent.—the NUmDLE 10 Ge bawdl arbit-
rurily—the boy’s mack i the Sxib Forw was |
above tue Form average [IPor example, leo
us suppose that one murk bo added ror every vt

3 per 6enw. and let us eXaming v o roticate alich
'now lics wfore me. The boy has 45 10 the Nixch
Focm, the Form sverage veing Lhus be1s 6
abuve 4200 over L per cuut. 89 tne Fara Aver-
{age and, thcreicr, would have 5 auueid
Paone Sxameaiun murk.
would cume t0 37, Actualy. thia boys mnek of 52
was modewaced (0 3 only, =000 h -
from a schooln whaob the =Chool v aageswis 31,
exnculy the same us the  Picsidcnoy wverage, <&
the had appesred trom a sewool which had an
average of 20, his#2 would hiave gone down to
. L8 36 000 tair toala boy who is 15 per
uent. avove biie average Of s olass siould, nave
kis examination uark moderatéd un vards, how-
ever badly s schoul ss @ whule wght bave
i fared 7 i =
Sume one may say that [ have fallen into the
|ertor which L cundeinsed above, i thau 1 woald.
ad L absolute matks aud pot ' perosntags. L |,
aamit a difficulty bere, but d thiuk 1t disappe irs i
wlhien Oue reicmiers Uiut atthoug — the perceut- |
ag2 added decresses tre Lighir the murk |
votained 1o the puulic exummation, yet e |
higher the putlc examiation wark the less the |
pereentage need.u by the Loy to reazh the |
required minimuin  Although m (hs respect my |
proposal is st » perfoctly satitaciory 1mprove- |
ment, surely it would be'a gieat cumlort w toe
DOVE Lie-ayerage” student tu kuow that there
wiil certatly be 8 cectanr nuuwbsc o marks
& dded to s exaninatun vk provided he does
not tall more tean 25 pec eent veluw the Presi- |
daiey average Th: itiouity sould, of course, be |
1emoved by adeiig au arbliienly st percent-
ge o) e Mk obtmued ub ke eXamination,

86.01IDg 10 the JErotnlige the STUCENTS naTk

18 uoove tie Form uverage in olass work, and

strictly, this we 1d be the better pian, o
_ Wha shoulid be doue with tus puvi ¢ examina-
fUion wutks of buys Whose class uavks are bélow.
+1he form averagc? I shuld eay thet the presump.
L10D-18 agaiLsL their doing weil iy Uhe exaunnation
(i thut they should buve naiks suotiacted 1eom.
their examination mutks ou txactiy the same

bTInGipie us muvks huuia be udud in he case
buys ulove the average iu the selool,

C. seheme i beeu devised only

It theS S L.
for Loy s preguring for College, 1t would, 1 think,
be fuir to tuke the avirage svcuted by the sehcok
1, the public examination into o, iderationin a|
scheme of - shoud e b g 21
that the 5.8, 1, ¢, isa_Leaving Lertincate, and
that 1L 18 a course 1.tended 1ot unly for those who
Lea e the Secoudary sshool to read 1w & College,
but also for those who must forego fuither
scholast e uaining alter secarig & complete!
ceruiticate.  Under the present schieme, the Head- |
waster of & High soloul nist eater to the boys |
whoiutetd pursuing a Collegiute course, and so he
wust become unwilling 1o send toys (o the ex. |
LoD Who are Auxios toeomplete their torty.
ficates in order to evter
that they ate ot hkely to contribute towards the
Stcuriug ol a high avelage for the sshool in the

ublic Examication, In this respect 1 feel thet
e preseut glan of moderaton s againse the

. L. C. schenie. T am heartil:
tiou provaadd that it speriectly
to “the admission of boys to
Coileges, I tuink, a minimum must Le s:t, buton

& plan somewhat different to that subuitted

to tue Pancipals by the Synd cate. ems

Udair w0 cay five marks above the averuge

when averazes fluctuate so markedly as 1n.

the 8. S L. C. publé exuminiiios from
year o year. Tne * Kive Murks” planalso
tequizes, u Ligher stardara in cne subjoct than i |
| Buother for ju History of Erglard this year the
requircd minimom is Gver 16 per cent. above the |
avaruge (7 e, 36 uver 3L, wiale in Algetia and
Geouictry the wininuw is less than J1 pec cent.
anove the average. Would 1t 1,0t e n sutheiently
igh “mimmam prelimiary gualioestion > to
dewand 10 jer cent. above the Pre-idency
average in the subjects of Group A taken together
with the provisiou that this must Le 15 per cent
for boys whose optionals are Aty bra una Geome.
try and uScience, aud with the suaitional provi-
sion thav the mrark in Buglish wust be at least the
Preswaenoy average? The reason for the first
couaition 18 that boys preparing for Groupl of the
Uollege Course chould eastiy gnin hi, h marks in
E emevtary Mathemutics aid thus ke up the
15, et cent fnumuy U, 10 per cent. sbuve thePresi-
dency averageinary two sutjio's taken together
sbould ke sutfieient. “The condition that * students
(broposing to take vervacular compcsition under
Parv 1L of the Courses for the lotermediate

jexamination should - gain mcderated narks:
|at least tive above thelaversge 1 ven acular
| composition  of Group A of the School.

Leaving Certificate Course” should Le deleted

3 The minima proposed above refer to the public:

# | exaninationmarks moderated in a manuer sunilar

o ltoust hicrein cutlined. It may be pomted out

| that rules such as these would suli leuve **a con-
sideraole diseretion to the Prinoipals of Cofleges

48 to which amouy those students so | relininanly

gl ficd should be admitted to the Colleges.

+ Iu eanclusion, I should like to ¢ 1l atteution to
| the fact tiab the preserce of boys supplenent-
{ing i su in which théy have qualitie

for admission will pbut fitse year students in

“{those subjects to a great disadyantage. All

Headmastirs realise that uuder the present
scheme they must s0 nauipulate the mark-

ing system in the Gioup A aud C tubjects
during the Sixth Form that the better Loys

comparatively veiy high marks,

may obtain a
" while, at the same time, the average tor ike For
lis kept aslow as possible. The preserce of many
second year boys anxious to waiutu:n the quali-
fication secured the precedivg yesr will make it
exceedingly difficult for the toys promoted from
| the [ifth Eorns to attain a high ruuk inthe Class
|aud tonsequently their “modaatid maik” will
| fall in the Public Esamination. Owing to this
‘ students who <have qualified in 3 certain
sub; should be allowed to discontinue that

e

ot

&n or, preferably they should be grouped
| Boguther in’ warking akd be made fo depend oo
a Form average of their own: In other words, o
scheol should be allowed to liave two *‘ Form
- Averages” in @ subject, one for students who
qualified for admission to College during the pre-
ceding year, unother for second-yent boys who
failed T quality, together with the Hrstyer|
0yE.
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- i _— Lastly, the mew rules insisé upon a bo
Fal THE S. S. L. C. TRAGEDY ./ paving atgenhion to alld Sibfeis s
3 supplementary course and maintaining the
COIMBATORE VIEWS Z« standard of proficiency he once at%ained,
MR. K. S. VAIDIANATHA AIVAR, M.A, L.T. thongh he had to supplement a deficiency in
?rmmpal of the Coimbatore College, who was one subject and offer that alons for the
interviewed by our correspondent gives the Examination. Put concretely, a boy who,
following as hi§ opinion on the S.5.L.C. : ing his history, is ified for admis-
By vin gbigodgrat}an system applied to the 8.8, sion to the Intermediate class hasto be sent
i LG mination is unsound per se and, un- back to the School Final class, and there in
thinkable this year. 3 tion toimproving his knowledge of his-
Moderation, as T understend it from the tory maintain his proficiency in other sub-
practice obtaining in the T Jita Renmis jects. Thismeans while the old Matricu-
| nation, is a system by which low marks are lation candidate had to attend to
increased in considerarion of good results only English _snd rudiments of & second
attained in other subjects, But wonderfully language, Mathematics, Science, History
enough, here is a system whereby high a‘nd Geo;raphy.ht reis his brother Muradof a
marks are lowered to the mistortune of {School Final candidate who has, in addition to
the boy econcerned. I know it would be therudiments of Elementary Science, Geogra-
urged here that, though one might quarrel phy and Indian History, to get advanced
with the name, the moderation/is intended to k“"’ wledge in some two other subjeats.
be a composite of the School and Public Ex- 1 would say, therefore, the: object of the
{amination marks. Then | contend that the promulgacors of the . 8. L. C. scheme is get-
¥ | Public Examination which is the boast of the | ting defeated. That schemé was intended to
promulgators of the §,8.L.C.,, rerains an hgl_xten the course of studies snd loqsen the
unfounded boast only. The Public Examina- IS“"'“‘E_S“Y of the Public Examination. The
tion in this system of moderation plays an | new moderation has completely upset the-
| undesirably important part. Say, a candidate ‘;Dnzmal arrangement, and 8. S, L. C. promises.
10 the 5.8.1..0. falls ill—as he very often does 'to be the old Matric made worse, To save
—=and gots a zero in the Public Examination, ourselves from this danger I may be permit-
though in his class he stood first throughous Ited tosuggest instead of this moderation a
the year. The moderation in his case puts uniform system of marking in all schools be
him down very low and 8o means ruin to him. |introduced and the average of the Public
| Again, say,a candidate gets flurried in the | Examination marks and = the school
Public Examinaiion, and here too the modera. | marks be ascertained. If this average
tion works an evil. ?ﬁ aggvg_dthtac olt;‘ }:‘lim Presidency, tlhen‘
: An Anomaly : fm? idate should be  declared eligi- |
| I now turn to another aspect of this innova glxediate clig;n orlon, Logiis dunlondnites
tipn, Itis the moderated marks thashave to s g
be the basis of admission to the Intermediate Another Educationist’s Views
class, You know the moderated marks in Mr. A. S, Vaidianatha Aiyar, M.A, L.T.,
- each class have to axceed the Presidency or | Lecturer in History, Coimbatore Collega, |
State average, as the case may be. These who was interviewed by our correspondent,
averages are as many as four, and they gives the following as his opinion on the
all difer from one another. For instance, S.8.L. Gt
our Presidency average in Eoghshis 31 % and The scheme has been in working now for
4 \ that of Cochin 43 %. So an 3.8.L.C. student of the last four years. At the time of its
| the British territory, for purposes of admission intreduction & large ‘majority of the
5, to the Intermediate class, would be reguired teaching profession hailed it as the adventof
¥ to bring up 36% in ths moderated column. anew and happy era in secondary’ education,
| whereas a Cochin State student would be re- though there were not wanting some who
| quired to bring up 48%. This means Cochin had their misgivings about the success of the
' 487 is the equivalent of British 36%. Bus forc™ scheme,Just at presentone finds a loud outery
ought I know, Cochin Bnglish Standard is in the press and elsewhere against the
higher than our own and, therefore Cochi 'scheme. The new rules that have been
siudents ought to be admisted even when the, framed by the Syxndicate regarding the
get a fow marks less than their State ave: admission of pupils into the Junior In-
| Nexta word concerning the undesirability | termediate class, are taken as supplying
of the scheme suggested-at the end of the last. much force to the opponents of the.scheme.
academical year baing enforced in the case of > | The objection to these new rules needs, in my
_students who never expectad the passing of g | opinion,to be distinguished from the one to the
» “such rules. Iknow the Syndic, in its eircular, scheme itself. I think that at present forces
' says that Principals are asked to look upon  are gathering round the former. The insis-
their ciroular—remodsrated marks being the tence on the pupils’ obtaining five marks more
basis ‘oradmission to the Intermediate class— than the Presidency average, whatever that
' as recommendation. But I would say that it {may be, is bound tobs felt a hardship by
- onghtnot to be even a recommendation, es- i many. While allowing some latitude to
pecially a recommendation which, when not ! Principals of Colleges in exceptional cases,
observed, requires an explanation. i {the minimum may be reduc«i]d. say, to
| 1say this, because some students were ad- 407 in English and 35% in the other subjects.
~ vised last year not to offer certain subjects for Coming now to the scheme itself, I cannotsay
Exzamination,since they were then supposed to: it hasbeen a failure. The difficulties felt at
. have qualifled th Ives for admission to the : present are not impossible of remedy, and the
Intermediateclass. Now these marks of the schems is capable of being worked efficiently .
1 last year have beén mederaied, thatis lowered and for the good of secondary education.
in many cases and the boys have to be refused Complaint is made thatin the Public Exami-,
admission for no fault of theirs. . - 3 i




~ DEPARTMENT.

CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS. T

1. Name of Paper—

2. Published at—

3. Dated—

¥




1915~

_ Cortececfec/ DEPARTMENT.

CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS. b=

-, -
Nices é’*‘—*—"‘)‘———- @1/9«{

Ahw g

L)
v o
L
1. Name of Paper—
2. Published at—
8. Dated—
»
g
P
\/»

4

i s:h““s' § L. ©, and the Usiversity-
i iR, —There seem: 3
| e
|8 8, L C. Bxamivations, an Ifsﬂn»m Iz tnel
atbempt is going ta . and I believe some:
1pt is going to be made inorder t
tlse disabilities under which many S, 8. L. O,
e e e S.8.L C.
B
differont woto and. ack the hospite 1 strike a
A e
ing eolleagues to another vie S praiea
e e
down by tho Sy ndivatess tho Ut of ths Rule laid
Dlnlis e e
O . oo SR AHCe examin
G e e e ol s el
Vol i aae L Sl e e
Wt for Mag, 1015 pepe 168 1 B the School
Al Lol 8 L e folow-
teaduis or, Biee SR
Lope thas the Board: of 3% ubridge ¢
irs propossi Lz};:?n;: }fxfl-““-"’"'“'., Lo
di-tinouly mde in L 'lulu;:;‘l'qn. This i
o il efogs oue L Sl s
M o e e
inati e v¢ here the Le:
Eix&mm‘\t.ou, and i such & cumbersowme chcﬁ
5t oducational machipery has » Geimag ongin
26 Sesommend it, L i it no way suzprscd. Bup
e say 10 is & “Rolossul” tuilure, end no
e b of Schonl Musewms and Sthoal Gurdsns
will make up for it o fnke the oase
«f English, we do mob know what the cavdi-
O coisoied o leow. Top the itk
“hree ye 1% 5 we were {0 jndpe by the pipers
setfor the public minaiion, iv Seeincd thab
pupils were to be trainmd 0 view of mequiring |
& command of » goed ard covrect Englich, 1914
braught a ¢hanze, wiich wag intennficd by the
ol e in English, 1015 Comate rgatn fbe
seb from
{obe the

Varions selections in prose and poetry
_year to year; here aygain vagaries
‘order of the day. '
tional 0
‘Grammars. Wel
ing & foreign laniusge can ever
y without the thurough kaowledge of P
e Gindidates u1e expected tobave a oir. |
tain pri fivlency in veroacalur co potiiion and
ransi-tions; bu their ovartu dened programne
“l ves no 100w for uhe teachin g of v-raaeular
“3r mmsr ane Literature e cepr for these who
trke up these roljects under Gronn 0. The
_denten of eadmwn in i bien, Tementny
 hamatios are held is sullicieotlyho o by
the Preciconcy pverage in this sutj ¢ abthe
public exsminativs S, 1 do nob suppose
ot will deny tiie value of
raiving

Phen we have this [e edaca:

oribing from rehool
1, wonder how candi

the re«soming prwsr of I
“help thinking how poot students of Log ¢ will
prove these ciudidate: that are sl le ab the
.end of their sehioo’ conr-e.to -emie 35 per cent.
“in Elementary M .t ematior, 1 say wothing of
rhe sntjzcts und- Group B, they «re the bane
ot Heaumasters who ate at & loss to find tene -
Pis willingly noderb k ng this patc of the ¢ o
Vark Pupils and feachers slike h ysotme to
lock Group B usa bore.

O the -othor hand, the 8.8 L.C. quires
specialisation at to dnly a stage, Tbisa to-
gether a one-sided system, resul’ivg in en
Jncgual developmest of & boy's inculties, and'!
o batore his apvei L sptitudes have had time
+60 manifest themsdiyes The suandard aimed at
Gn Physies and Chemistry is almost that of
‘the Intermediate Course in' the 8 mo cub ol3
‘Phe practicsl examination, a stumbling-ulnek
_for f0 many, is not ab 8l what it cleims to be,
‘Many eandidates may perhzps 20 fairly thiongh
the practical work as such, and s}l their
G itan netonnt for some cause. of g liet MY
~fail bo conyey Shis impres-ion o thie Ex miner
11t <honld be rathier aroil teet, Add to ull these
diffienities he nicessity in which Fleadmnsters
and teachers are to satisfy on the other tiand,
the varions desiderat: of vhe Inspectors, &R
o sell find ws i 3 Tiopeloss dvemnin.

74“ 2«”.& (745 T

: i hose who
'fj o t¥w. Uniyersity - cou Les then the

niversity hase an «xaminatim of i's own
well defined for such eandidates W have
heard enouch of alasticity snd freedom in
passing eyllabuses.  Buys are victims to our

160 5+ 0 cluss:

| adueation?l experiments, and balanee aud

_pr.cision are tno much confined to the I

atory. After ¢li. the new l\(&mi(‘ulrﬂinna\;nirn
anewer the porpose. As for the other class
of pnpils, who wish to gnalify for snbordi-
aute employments in the Pablie Scivies, let
the Government bave « et of theic ovn if
they like + this will necossitate two courses in
the High School clas es, That will be b tter
than bhree or four, ks we have 3t presen®, not to
speak of the suppl-mentary cindidutes. Buf for
goodness sake conil back toits founiain head
the S 8, L C.system, with sllits v rions an-
nexures, circalare, eie,, aud o ne will belews
sorry for its depsrture than

HEADMASTER.

piipits ety ding High' Sehioe's]
Ul
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A 28 49 36 50 39 57. 26
B 275 h2 26 47 38 58 97
(05 30 51 98 46 39 42 929
W B 23 48 24 b4 35 Mp
R ) 20 49 20 47 30 89 94
F 24 47 28 44 34 35 9

G 25 - 510 1046 g i eon
Prosidency
 Average .31 48 32 46 31 46 29
These seven School averages belong to some of
the good institutions in the Godavery and the [;
Krishna Districts. There are many others oven
worse. One noticeable feature about these figures
is the low average in English and Physics. About
Physics one need nov much complain, hecause
that unapproachable standurd has mot yet been
attaived, as judged from the Presidency averages
| for the last five years. Tub with regard to
English it is a different matter.  From 43'in two
years o 31 this year is a fall thatcannot be casily
explained. >
know in many of the above noted Schools
‘there is still the ** Selection’) Examination. Pro-
bably ours was the only institution in these parts.
which sent up for the Public Examination all
those that were in the VI Form lastyear. I know
also that at least in four of the seven Schools the
School average i English was well above the
Presidency average for the last two years and in
one of them particularly the average was 14 or 15
above the Presidency average last year. Why
should they all have fallen off so badly this
year ? The explunation for this lies to my mind,
only in the phenomenal changes in the standards
of the public examination. | i
From what has been stated above two questions
arise: What should be the standard by which
I'the successful ones might be declared? How.
should admissions into Colieges be regulated
without giving undue advantages toa few
Principals of Colleges to choose the best ones of
the year. - £
So far as the standard is cencerncd the Presi-
doncy average in all subjcets except Enclish may
be adopted as the mimmum to bhe got by a candi- i
date to become eligible for ‘collegiate education, |
Witenithe Presidency average happens. to go
aliove 35, 5 less than the Presidency average
| might be considered & rensonable minimum  In
the case of English any average between 35 and
40 would, T think. be a fair standard. In the
180 of boys who scorcd more than 50 per cent in |
the aggregate with more than 40 in English, 5 per {
cent, below the Presidency average in one of A
group subjects and one of “‘C" group subjects
might be condoned.
s for the next question it may be suggested
that a  Moderation . Board  cousistin |
of two members appointed by the University and | |
two members from the School Final Board be |
formed to look into all the certificates and te i
declare who are eligible for Collegiate Ed_ut:-atiqle
by having such certificates stamped ‘* eligible.” |
This Board should be asked to give due eonsidera- !
‘tion to the whole of a beys’ School record- On
the basis of these certificates the University
might issue Matriculation certificates which the
'beys might use for seekiny sdmission into Colleges
instead of the present method of parading the
‘certificate books, The certificate bouks might be
returned to the owners through the Heads of the .
institutions. ¥ B |
It is admitted on all' hands that the relegation |
of History of India and Geography to ‘B group |
i8 a serious  defect in the scheme. The banish- |
|

ment of the study of any Vernacular Text book,
‘even of the nature of light literature, by pupils
who take up Science and Mathematics as their
optionals is not sound in principle.
The eptional science syllubuses are considered to |
be too heavy for a two year fcourse. To remove |
“these defects it may be suggested that Indian
‘History and Geograpby might be taken on to the |
' A group as one subject, la Text book, say a novel
“or a dvama, might be preccribed for. Vernacular

Composition, and the Science syllabuses may be
S0 cll(u-taxled as to give more time for practical
work. )

With regard te the method of conducting exa-

. minations it is felt that there has been no con-

trolling agency which can keep in chock the freaks
of individual examiners. Mest of the eXaminers
only seem to have a theoretical knowledge:of the
High Sclmn} standard. Tt is therefore necessary
for a fair proportion of - the Board, to
consist. of those who are ~practically engag-
ed in High School work. While the
Headumasters are burdened  withi 5o much ' res-
ponsibility it is difficult to understand why they
are being kept off from their proper share in the
full working of the scheme, BT
From smong nearly 170 Hoadmasters in the
Presidency, I am sure two or three could be
found who are fit to be members of the.Board.
These seem to be the mest prominent defects
which require remedying immediately, and the
removal of these defects is bound to make the
school final system a boon to all parties concern-
ed;butiif it is allowed to go on in its present state
it will continue to be a boon only to parties other
than the hardworked High School Teacher, the
pupil and the parent. 2
1 once heard a leading Educationist in Madras
saying in a speech , welcoming the delegates to
South Iudian Teachers’ C nference that the
introduction of the school-final system
| had  inaugurated an era of freedom ' in
the Hducational world in South India, This
| was five yoars ago. Then I was one of the very
| few who held the same opinion, Butnow
| in the light of practical experience of the past
|5 years, I am afraid, I have had to ¢hange my
opinion. If by freedom is meant that the fates
of youths might be played with, without any let
or hindrance, surely there is freedom with a
vengeance. I would be failing in my duty if I
closed this ication without ing a
deep debt of gratitude to you for your having
opened your columns for a free discussion of the
grievances of the boys and the School Masters
| who have been suffering under the new system.
I trust the day is not far off when those grie-
vances will be redressed.

II
(Froy A CORRESPONDENT.)

| . PROTEST MEETING AT RAJAHMUNDRY.

The following ara the proceedings of a Pubhe
Meeting held at Rajahmundry on the 27th ins-
tant under the presidency of Mr. N. Subba Rao
Pantulu. The following Resolutions were passed
at the meeting:—

| L That this meetiug deplores the large per~
centage of failures at the recent Tntermediate and.
8. 8. L. C. examinations and protests against the
severity with which the answer papers were
valued by the examiners. B SEed
+ II. That this meeting requests the Government
and the University to moderate the resulte of
both the Intermediate and S S L C Examination,
| 80 that at least 50 per cent of the candidates may
be declared fit to prosccute further studi
. That this meetiog protests against the
composition of the S.8. L. C. Examination Board
and considers it essential that not less than one
half of the sh‘nngth of the Board should consist
of Heamasters of High Schools who are actually
in tnuch with High School work. ’

IV. That the President be authorized to
communicate a copy of the above Resolutions to
the Government and the University and to wire
to the President of tha Madras Public Meetin,
to be beld to-morrow, the sympathy of this meef-
ing with its objects. ; 2
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EXAMINATION FAILURES.

PUBLIC MEETING IN MADRAS,
Alergely.stiended Public Meeting was held
yesterday  eveuing et the a Hall,
in conrection with fhe failures at the re-
<ent Secondary School Leaving Certificate and
Intermediate Examinations. The balk of the
sudience consisted of students, SirS. Suba- |
npied the (,.mn aud s those

nish and Govindoss Chn’,ferbnj-.}nsa Khan
Bunadar M. &. Kuddus Budsha S1kib, Mr. V.C.
Seshachariar, Mr, Vidyasagar Pundya, Mrs,
Besant, Mr. Glyn Berlow, Mr. S. Kasturi-
rung Tyengar, Dewan Babiadur C. Karunakara
M J U, Rollo, T, Rasyachariar, |

Iyer, A. U. Parthasarathy !
Nadda ol & mzy murthi.

THE CHAIRMAN,

Rir'S. SrpRaMANTA IYER, in opening the Meeting,
said that it was now felt universally that of
all toe quastions which engaged the astention of
the conntry at this moment, none was more_im-
portant than the education of the people. Even
the lm)ig T ent ot the agricultural and indus-
frial cond the coun'ry. in import-
tance to bhe A,\lestmn of eduoation, which lay at
tune root of all prm,reas This was seen with
the greatest clearness by that departed pat-
Tiot, \dr (mkh ale, nnd though the efforts he made
t o remedy did not susceed yet he had
entattention throughout the country,

m_as wonld make it jmpossible for
#ha matter to die out of the miunds of the people.
At =uch a juncture as that, an event had happened
Awith referenca to which he could not bnt_congra-
(ulut(!he o country. ‘After the Minto-Morley Re-
honght that so far as sthe Viceroy’s
oV b ated Shaton o plsss G toren
Indian on the Executive Council was that of the
Member, hut now. the Viceroy had with con-
summate o ken this supposed custom
:md ).md put the Lducnununl Portfolioin the hands
' distingvished countrsman, Sic_O. San- |
karnn Nair. (Anplanse) No begter ahmce could
Tave been made. 1t had been stited in some
quarters that Sir O. Sankoran Nuir wos want-
ing in administrative capacity. sver had he
heard anvthing more nbsurd far Siv O Sankaran
Natv's deep sympathy with the people, and his
~aried kr owledge of all questions conseoted with
education, thongh not as an expert, would enable |
hir to do far better than any member of the
Serviee, h(-wwer eble and exuerienced he
might "o, D Rt bol Idjan Wiho Had
greater hnckhone tlmn Sic C. Sankaran Nair. He
had a will which would enable bim to carry out
a0y resolution e had set before bimself. The
intment was very timely, and the country had

’fg congaialated tpon {Applanse.)

Th ere sras aaappeal which be intended to make
toSirC. Sﬂnkarsn‘hlnn thecourseof hisremarks.
Some of them might consider the appeal almost as
an impudent one, but he felt absolntely satistied
that it was nothing of the kind, Only last week

’referred to the enormous pumber of Brahmin
boys who were s priper apportunities for
eduoation. If these olever brains, which would
incresse in number year after year, were to
prepare themselves solely for the position of
“€overnment nerl- and Pleaders, they wou'd
ontribute in no way to the sdvan‘age of the
wountry. IIsdid not mesa that Erabmin a)outhﬂ
should nnb slace themselves in a position
money to be able to maken comfvruhle
ing. Bub looking at the question from the
of view of the country, ib was time that ums
‘hoard of olever Brahmin youths turned to some
‘other walk of- life than the two openings which
.attracted so many of them, Now what was to be
~done with rerersnce to finding Eunda for their edu-
‘cation? Thare was one thing which the conntry
wu failing (mlo, lle which he wmhed to emphas-
t had b & hohby of his for the past
thirt ys&ra to urge the spm-u peiation of the
swplus funds. of the public religions endovhi

{ments of'he ecuntry for the puryose of educa-
“tion. The foundersof these great religious iuati

tations had never intended that the money |
should he devoted o pooja making and nothing
alw xn his opinion; these sources, « hich were vel ciy

4 sonroes, wera being. ulrexl\ neglects

g like Re.25%ukhs would b de |I:hle irom
thoss endowments. This money oud
|#rusbed to the Uliversity. [l.thuHheab:nlntaly

bl poe o nad At poriite expaess »hat the public

independent of the Uaiversily. but institutiots
must be founded whi he by
the people theaselves, Soundmstu. it
be imuarte: science, literature and everything
caleulated to make the people of tl

for the tim The

~vernacalars,

sh should also
by profit by the

A e etudent mig!
methods of Western education.
Tha narks he made in the way of an appeal to
ran Nair. The Secrotary of State had
oned theamendment of theLaw rel
ons endowments.
which_woald come np b
Qounc’l and to which tie Lacal Gevernm
Tent their support wonld be the appropriation
the surpiua funds of these cndow:
Doses of e o wonld ask Sir C. Sankaran
1 antecedent oiraumstanoes,
ot vefer, to give his vote and |
vision vns\'rled in the Aot.
ﬁnlﬂr,m\»uru ghthave taken one view of
.y.,.l._p I d vow ask him
to m e u. wa of 'he ject as 2 statesmun, and
h ad no doubt Siv C. blnkar‘\n \Avr\\ uld doit,
d to thes: be considered at
nmr nizht's Meeting, he lhnuult fha \t thé rules
shovld permit, every mewber of the Senate, if so
advised, to call for the examinatio rmpl-m passed
by the exomizers. Mo thought Uit s would
& wholesome irfluence on the examiners,
zml'i ﬂlﬂn& them do their work niuch more care-
ully.

BirC. 84
now

MR, T. RUNGACHARIAR.
CHARIAR proposed the first Re-

\t this Meeting views with deep concern
he small percentase of passe he recent 8,
8. L ad ]nt\:rmedmt» Examinations, an
at such figures are deplocably inconsist-
hthe uscual_ conditions ot education o |
idency ; that they ava a scrious reflec- |
tion npon the YiAacativaal D pactment and the |
Univereity, and are o regrectatls injustice to s
great wuny candidates aud most damaging to
fhe cause of educ mun
He said he had accepted the task assigned to
him because he was told that it required no
technical knowledse to move the Resolution. He |
claimed no technival kn wledge of the mafter |
‘they were w discuss but his iiterest in it was
cep, because he was one of the victims, He
did nof menu nhnt he had failed in the examina-
tion, but he was a parent who Lad suffered
Ty the astivn of the Examiners, and there were
thousa f such parents in the land who felt
as he . He conpratulated the draftsman of
‘the Resolution on the selfrestraint be had prac-
sised'in eubodyiug init the sentiments of the
people on tiie snbject. It consisted, as they saw,
of two patts, the first of which expressed the |
“viows of tue Meeting on the smill percentage of
masses in the examination. Hedil uot know
swhether the words *“deep conceru” adequately
expressed what the people thoughton that sub.
; stromger words had been used on public
ormsand in then wapapers, Ths speaker pro-
ed to quote figures showi luL‘ percentages
i e tone et oF Vi Pres denoy, snd
Imd specinl «hess un (;xm ur, where, in the
Becondary S houl L ate Examina-
‘Hon, out of 250 mm.dm;, only eight passed ; in
n Mysore only 155 cut
of 1,500 uhdntes. ud 11 Travancore 62 out of
l.?(u. In the Interniediate Examination, no
fewar thau 2 M)D candid «tes out of 3,863 had been
leclar There figures a[mLe for them-

oL

“felt about them,

Regarding the part of the Reso! ution which
wreferredl Lo the fiures indicating a state of things
“ingonsistent with the sctual conditions of educa-
“tion iy this Presidency, the speaker said he could
1ot claim ninch kaowledge of those conditions,
alnhnuuh it was true he was onee 4 schoolmaster,

hm;.s had changed very much since then, and

w!\sd fiicult to follow the pr Esel..t murues of
would, therefore, lea: gentle-
men wha were to follow him, and w ):0 )-n!ceusrd
expm  knowledge. }:u speak on ll\xs vact of the ub-

h0% the-atata'of _thinks they were. proiesting
agalyst cast a deriouse flection oo 1he University
he Educational Department, this was ob-
Viously trae, even if the students themsslves
wwers. e‘ponslbln for the number ot failures, The

snd. the Fducational Department
very great control on the courses of

s and the places where the students were
tarzht, &) that, assuming the fault Ly with the
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nigelis, ib el cted very seriously on the
two bodizs who were responsilile for recognising
ba insticutions where tiey studied sa being fit to
But the faultdid not fie there ; the
is year could ok be fo much
rage of former years us the figures
wouid make themout fo be, S weral ieasons had

emanded m Bogli:

£hat the teat-books chogen were
ooy ar standard But 1 must be temernbered that |
ithes: «x minationy were preliounary entrance |
‘Gests to aveif astudent was it t enter the College |
coue: and ibwas oty theretore, mescsaay (o
pre-or e very difionlt papers. - i

b se been suzgsted that the fault lay with
th Hixi

ners and the Rules Iaid down for their
g a2, IE this was so, the matter was one
wwhich sliould have been put righti by the Edu-
ontional authorities, and that it was not cast a

> yafleotion on them. The Resolution also
emuhnsiced the fact thaba regiettable injnstice
Jiad been done to a preat number of candidates.
QUhey Jiiey tiat examinations were often matters
of aance, snd that stadents who had done

Badly onos liad done very well indeed Iater
in lly;w.r carcers. The resules ‘of examinations
were not, therefore, 8o sure a foundation to go
upon that it was nesessary to boso exacting in

valuing papers, If the Examiners weie t
by hard azd fast Rules, then these Rules |
great injustice to students, who had to spend all |
they had in obtaining education. Regarding that
pars of the Resolution which referred to the dam-
age done to the cause of educati-n, he wonld only
say that that-canse in India was sacred, and must |
be put in the forefront of every reform. There.
fore, anything which obstructed the prowth of
education must be most damaging to the true
interests of the land.
MR. GLYN BaRLOW.
N Barrow, who seconded the Resolu-

down
did a

Mir. G
tion, & :
T have been & friend of Indjan studente for o
number of years, and I am glad to have this oppor:
tunity of adding my testimony to the genersl
belie that the resuits in the School Final and
Intermediate Examinations are s serions injas
tice to Madras students, Suchreeults would mean
that students ia this Presidency are inferior to
the studénts in other purts of Indin, and that
cannot bring myself to believe, They would
mean also that students in Mudras in this par- |
ticular year are vastly inferior to what students |
in Mudras bave been in many former yeare. |
Tt iy impossible to believe that educaticn in |
|

Madras can really usly degenerating,
We have the University etriving, [ presume, for |
the advancement of education.” We have the
Director of Public Instruction with a multipli-
city of laspectors, Assistant Inspectors and
Sub Assistant Inspectors, all working for the |
same end. We have also the Praining Colleges,
which pour forth into the classes year by year an
additionel number of men hall-marl for their
profession and professionally
work they have in hand. We have also chools
and Colleges much hetter equipped with edu-
cational appliances than they were in past years.
Larse sums of money bave beén spent on maps and
models, black-hoard appliances and other things.
The ectiool and College laboratories are now equip-
ped with costly apparatus- It is impossible to
think that with all these ndvantages edueation
has buen 8o serion-ly dexenerating that it should
be represented by results such as thise,

Taking the results in Travancore, we see that 6
per cent. of the students recured passes. 'That
means that i every claseof 23students throughout
the State of Travaucore one boy and a half qoali-
fied for proniotion. 1t pass lists in Madras were
regarded from no other ttand poiut than from the
standpoint of curiosity in educational statistics,
these statisties would be partieularly interessing.
Baut theeeedueational fiznres represest the life and
death interests of a great crowd of students, many
of whom haye undergone, and nobly undergone, |
great hardships during their educatioral cours
and for many of whom great and noble. sacri-
fices have been mnde by fathers, mothers,
sisters and brothers at bome, and if under
such circumstances as these any injustice has heen
done to the students, it is an irjustice that cries
to heaven to be yemedied. You have to take
examinations in al! seriousness, and if a boy passes
an examination he must pass on the strength of
his own merits. At the same time, when we re-
member what great importance hange round the
expminations in Madras, we must think that very
special regard ehonld be paid to those examina.
i so that absolute justice should be done. I do
ink that the pass at the recent exam

| been an m

[ asked that the system be altered.

I should not beT clined to attack the Univer- |
sity but I cannot help thinking that there is
something wrons in the Uiversity system, or [
might put 1t want of system. 1 have not been in
intinate touch with the University for some
years ; from what [ know of the past, examiners
send the marks lo the Registrar ; the marks are
tnbalated, and results are sent to the Syndioate.
TheSyndicatepasses them,and they ara published,
I think there should be sorme Moderating Board
[ after the results are sent to the Registrar. There
are & number of boys on the line between snccess
and failure whose marks might be considered, an
if they were passed @ great' many of taem would
be found to do brilliantly in the future, Results
ought tobe ingpeoted before they are published
and they should not be left to any younz examiner
who has had very little to do with examinations
in the past, ard who, perhaps does not know ex-
actly how things are run in this country. I am-
one of those who think itis s pity to fail s great
number of candidates and thereby uy set the whole
examinations. I do believe that these results are
consisteas with facts.

1 Mr Ji C. RorLo, ¢

Mr. J. 0. Rovo, who supported the Resol
tion, said that what he had to say conld be e
pressed i a very few definite words, Whether

its
degrecs, or of the certificates which marked the
various stages towards those degrees. It bad
been the elevation of the University standard in

the past that had made the dearee of the Madras |

niversity superior to that of most Indian Uni- |

wersities, and had made the Madras graduate in
proportion valued. ‘It would be contrary to the
interests of students in the Presidency were the
Uunivirsity to suggest auy lowering of the stand
5 but when the standard was raised so sudden-
2d abraptly by « considerable margin as to
in disaster to a large number of de:
pving students, then it was felt that all was not
well aud they were bound to protest. That was
what bad happened this year. With regard to
the School Final results, he did not think that
tlie public would give a verdict that the system of
moderation was ever Likelv to be satisfactory. 1f
a student passed upon the examination marks
that ought to be the end of itin his case. The
school mavks should be wsed for saving and 1ot
danming a student. (Applanse ) He must admit
{ that at first sight, the moderation syatem
looked attractive, bub when one began to apyly it
onesaw thatnot only fit students, bt students
eminently and exzeptionally fit, were excluded by
1 it The moderation system introduced s5 many
factors for which the student was not. rcsponsih?ﬁ.
that in many instances he bad seen its results
were nbsurdly wrong.  Hedid not know that it |
would lead (0 any grent disaster ths year, for it
had not been rigidly woi ked, but he hoped naither
1t nor anything like it would be used m the
futuze.
Speaking on the results of the examination, {he
speaker sard that if they took a given school and a
given subject there wasa discrepancy in the marks
of th v aod last year that could not be
explai It con'd not be accounted for by the
varying abilicy of the students, nor by any lower.
ing in the effiziency” of the teaching. There had
itrary change, which had led to suffer-
ingand culty, and he hoped any possible alle-
viation might be hllowed, und thit in future dis-
cretivn should be permitted as in the past. The
Iubermediate Examination results were to his
mind, more striking still. They did not grumble
when students whom they kiew to be cousider-
ably above the required standard failed, for that
was inherent in any examination system, but
when a large body of such students, who had been
selected with care, efliciently faught and sent to
the examination by those whi kiew their value—
_when such students as those were rejected almost
in & body, then it was that they grumbled and

They had been accustomed by the University
to s large percentiga of failures, but such & per.
centage as this year’s gave an’ absurdly wrong
valuation to the studcuts who had been sent
up. He wondered if it bhad ever entered the
minds of the final givers out of the results how
impossible would be the state of affairs in Colleges
upon their reopening. What were thry to do with
the Senior Intermediate classes? A dvcent College
was bound to aczept its own once failed candi.
dabes. ‘The result would be inconvenierce that
was_almost insurmouutanle; and the' crowding |
would result in very rectrioted promotion fron

0t
iuations are consistent with commo

the junior clusses. He quite agreed witha, previ.
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‘their youug men

| e exuninstions after buing curefully seleote

Oud speaker that it sh uld be: the sxamination
only that should be coasiderel in passing sandi
dates, not the convenience of Culleges or the
sufferings of parents and students ; bub when |
students who should be passed were failed, then
@ sery heavy part of the indictment againet those
who failed them lay in the suffering that was
caused, in the fact that their pavents might be
poor and that the failure might possibly mean
tho rclirquishment of the highest practiosl aims
they had 1n life. .
Mg. C. KARUNAKARA MENON.
Dewan Bahadur C. KaruNARara MEXNoN said
that it seemed to him a matter for surprise that
the University, which ought to be the popular
centre of learning and culture, should have so far
departed from a proper concéption of its duties,
that so many as 70 per cent, of the students for
the Intermediate Examination and perhaps about
per cent. of students for the School Final should
under the Rules made by them be declared unfit
to proceed with their further studies. He could
ever bring himself to believe that so many of
were uafit. Thousands’ of
students were annually plucked. This Meeting
ought to have heen held much earlier, for this
kind of disastrous failures hud been goiug on for
many years. It was due to Mrs. Besaug, her love
ur the students and her eunsciousness that so
many thousand youtis were unjustly being
declared uufit, that euabled thew to hold thag
Meeting. The University exervsed a proper
control over Colleges, and there was no reason
wiy ‘o many candidutes who were sent up for

would 1ail to pase,
MR. S. SATYAMURTHIL

Mr. 8. Satvamvrror said that he was asked
t0 speak on behalf of the younger generation, for,
#s & comparatively young man among the speakers,

enter more fully and sympatheticully
into the feelings of these studenta  He regretued
the neoessity for this Mecting, He was zaalous
for the houour of the University. There was
signifioant phrase in the Resolution with rogard to
the small perceatage of passes in connection with
he Srcondary School-Leaving Certificate. When
this hybrid scheme comeinto existence, Sir Alfred
Bourne told them that hereafter there would be
1o passes and’ no failures, One of the reasons
why the examination was acoepted for the Matri-

. culation was that the slaughter inthe Matrioula. |

tion was very great. But what lind they tn.dn
‘They had a system which anse (hem abont 10 1o
cent. of passes. Sir Alfred Pourne would cectainly |
feel aghust when o found thatas o resait of fis |
handiwork the cducational sysien of the ¥
had been mude worse. The Nenate was induced
toframe the new Rules, beoanss it felt that snma
of the Principals of Colleges had been lx. There.
fore, it punished the whoie of them by iscuing
some unintelligible Rules, which sometimes yie'd
ed surprising results. These perniciousiiuies affect-
ed the whole Edueational system of the cofiutry. |
They were inconsistent with common-sense und |
with the condifions which prevailed in the coun-
try, and the Syndicate shoold either withdrw

the Rules or alter them. It was oped to auy ton
b f the Se . under the Regul to

call an Extraordinary Mecting to cousider the
dizustrons results brought about by shese Rules,
e refosed to believe that there were nop ten
menbers of the Senate who did not feel with them.
In conclusion, the spesker referred to the famous
&aauh of His Majesty the King Empesoc at th

cutta Universite. " He wondered what His
Majesty would think of the results of the Sshoal |
Final and Intermediate Examinations. D d they
K to make the students loyal, wseful and
| munly citizens? The question of prestizs might be
brought in, ped that the Syndieate, the
Senate or the Government would pay o attertion
word “‘prestige.” If these Rules were
seandalous, let them. without caring far prestize,
take action, and their prestige would be heighten-
e rather than diminiched.
The Resolution was then put to the Meetingand
earried unanimously.

MR. PANCHAPAGESA [VER.

Mr. PaNcuaracesA Iver moved the seeond
Resolution, which was in these terms :—

{@) That this Meeting requests the University
to consider once more the marks of the eandi
dates who are reported to bave failed in the
Tntermediate Examination and to sce vhether
they caunot, consistently with justice and rea-
son, issue a supplementary list, such as shall
make the percentage of passes more consistent
with the advanced state of education in the

Presidency. (b) That this Meeting requests the
University aud the 8. 8. L. C. Board to with-

draw the instructionsissued to Priucipals asto
the standard of marks reguired from students
for admission.

He said that the percentaze of passes had beea
abnormally low when the First in-8rts examiia.

tion was in existence. But in the Intermediate
examinations this year the results had probably
reached the lowest water-mark. Yet they could
not lay their finger on any defect in the Staff of
the Colleges or their cguipment. It could not be
said that the questions set were mare difficult
than those sctin previous years, Thero wasno
ofther reason for the abnormally low rate of passes
than that the xaminers were responsible for it.
The fault could not be luid at the door of the stu-
dents, and if the Examiners brought about such a
state of things it was time that the wrong was
righted. In foreign Universities it was culture
that was cared for and ot the bare migimum ot
marks. Foreign University men were far superior,
and yet it was not mere cramming that was cared
for. "It was not the miere examination test that
made the cultured man. It was absord to “'pluck”
a student for wantof one mark in v-rusenlar
composition, for instance, when he did wall in
every other subject, With regard to the School
Tinal Examination, the speaker. thought thut the
defect lay in the constitution of the Schocl Final
Board. The Board now consisted of College Pro
Fessors and young Inspeotors of Schools who had
no touch with High Schools, There was not a
single Indian Headmaster of a High Scisol on the

rd,

OTHER SPEAKERS,

Mr. C. TRILOXEKUR, Principalof the Madana-
palle College, seconded the Resolution.” Thovgi he
was a graduate of the Bowbay Uviversity, be was
of opinion that Madris was one of the most
intelleotual Presidencies in India. Tie failures
were, therefore, most astounding.

Ir, P. A. SUPRAMANIA 1vER, Headmastir, of
Tenali, in ing the iti 1ihasi
the fact that there were no Headmusters on the
School Final Board. He voiced the opinion of
the mofussil,

The Resolution was further supported by Mr.
M. 8. Kumath, -

Mgs. BESANT.

Mrs. BESANT said that she did ot fecl deoply
concerned over the results, but hotly indiguant.
Her fecling on this matter was very strong If
she wastold that it was t<o late,ber auswer to the
University was the cld Enghish proverd :—“It is
never too late to mend,”and the soouer they. besan
to mend their wave, the better for the stadents of
this Province. There were two points which she
specially wanted to put to the Meeting, the
difficulties of the stuaents and their fawilies, and
secondly, the nature of the education which they
had a right to demand from the University, and
which from the marks thev were given waseloarly
nat the education which was afforded. She agreed
with Mr. Rangacharisr and Mr. Rollo that poverty
was 10 reason why a boy should pass his examina:
fion.” Yet tnere was an argument o poverty.
Poverty was no reason for passing a boy, butifa
bhoy had the courave, the strong sill, the passinn
¢ edneation which fore.d him into great sufl-ring
year after year, and he climbed up to the point of
the Sehool Leaving Certificate, while she admitt
that poverty gave wim no clsim to pass,it did give
him the right to justice and that be had nat

ad. The scheme was profoundly wnjast. One
bay had obtained 303 marks in the examination.
The Presidency average was only. 300, and yet
he bad failed. He had faled by one mark in
English. Ske did not pretend to any experience of
the mysteries of the various averages, but the pro-
cess resulted in-the really clever boy being st a dis.
advantage,for he was bronght down and notup by
the so called system of woderation. & boy in later
vears would not be judged by the averages ntout
him, but by his own ability. There were poor
families who paid heavy echool fees for their boye,
and was uoconsideration to be shown to thes ?
They did n't + xpect Examiriersto have hearts, but
she thoughs that they ought to be careful. They
should remember that in India p op'e were noor,
and that education fees were rising, so that educa-
ti n was gradually being maie imyossible foe the
great masses of i gl
good of talking of the sprecd of educativa if 1
education they already had was made impossicle
for those who had to vse it. B -

With regacd to the failares in Eaglish, she
attributed them not to the want of lansuage
ili It was nov due to disizclination to
study, for Indian boys studied too much
and too bard, and they felt tailure much more
than Evglish boys did, and sometimes found
‘refuge in enicide. Mrs Besant then referred
to the deterioration cf the stndy of English,
and asked Kow they could possibly espeot
boys to study English when the University gave

1
,
M
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ghem twaddle 0 vead: The whole line of edu

. cation was wrong  They were trying to strangle
§ | education, and were giving bovs only sich edu-
eation as would keep them duwn to the position |

of levks, wising up to Rs 200 per menseni. and

hie! all close to them for ever the higher

post:
1n conclusion, Bezant snid :—I charge your
Uuiversity of Madras with sowing seec i
contentand dislovalty in the hearts of the very
id bick o1 the young men of the Province. It
% 1i%4 Very serions charge, bub it is true. You
Know how they bave said”that educatye
education fostered uprest. Therefore,
10 ohinge ik, alfer its. who'e stope, de:
Strny the yossihility of the future. [am no triend
ST Slution, T believe that a conn try loses mote
Uy revolution then it gaine. No muin is «ble to
ke or prevent rev lution. The causes that set
& evolution going are the avflerings of frus: |
trated heartsand minds. We esk for Lidiu for the
Tadians, everything that every free witiz a of the
world asks for hisown sons iuhis own country.
do. Uhoose yourstes more
le on the hearts of
at s o danger that stands
as o dragon ath  Wenask Kivg George
of Bogland, who bears the nape I the Saint
» o ornshed the dragon, if none lower 0 it;
t intecfers fu this great problem of fudisn
B e malte it stich as to edueate his suljocts
ol 20.as to fit themto give their power fut the
Denehit of His Majesty’s Bmyire. ;
The Resolution was pub 0 the Meeting and
carried unnarimously.
Me. A. C. PARTHASARATIY vU proposed a
hearty vote of thanks to the Ubmrnius, Sbioh WER
seconded by Mr. V. C Seshachaviar and carried.
“he proceedings Ul terminated. X
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F JADRAS FXAMINATIONS, )

I

|

| We Are Nov soremsEd mEar A PusLic

| Aeeting should bave been held in Maduas to

| proest awinst the defects of asystem which,

| 46 the Jasy Sohool- Leaving avd Tntewmodiato |
propor-

| examinations, condemned a very larg:
tiou of candi‘ates to failure. It is plain tha
there is something wrong, though notquite

clear o us how the blame is to be apportion-

ed. Oue point undoubtedly needs attention ;

the effect of moderation ought to be the pass-

ing of candidates who have done well on the

whole and nob the rejection of those who have
doue very well in the esamination but are
lowered in position by reference to the averige
or to class maks. If a candidate has passed
the examination, that ought, as Mr. Rollo
said, to be the end of the matter so fav as
he s’ concerned ; only in the case of those
on the border line, and the wrong side of
it, should other factors be allowed to affuct
the result, In the present case, the demand
for enquiry and reconsiderstion appears to
he quite reasonable, and we trust that ib will
have a response from the authorities con-
cerned. We regret, however, to find that
on o purely educational question Myrs, Besant
should have taised some vague and siolent
| political agitation. To our dimmer vision, |
it iy nob ab all'evident that ‘¢ liberty,” © re- |
volution,” the fulure of Indis, and also, we
gather, of the world, depend on the sySters
of marks in the School-eaving and Inter-
mediate examinations in the Madras Presi-
dency, and we seriously doabt whether, at the |
present critical time, with Atmageddon in pro-
gross, His Majesty the KingBmperor will be
moved, even by Mrs. Busant's andoubted elo-
quence; to interferewith the metheds of moder-
ation, We disapprove the language of the
Apoelypse being applied to the affairs of
Students, important though those affuirs are,
and of a failed candidate being seluted in
the terms of postrophe to Prometheu

Nothing is ever gained by abandoning a
sense of proportien. ludeed, such praceduro
often wekens a good case, as in themain we |
believe this to be.
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}( THE PUBLIC MEETING. |

' We congratula o Mrs, Besant on the |

sugoess of yesterday's mesting at the
V.otorie Hal, The toat of approval
withwh ich the resolutions were unani-
mously pted testified istakabl

slsughter of candidstés would roace
dangeroua feelings of discontent, The
venerable Sir S. Subtamania Iyex wae
in the chair, and conducted the pro
ceediogs in his ab'e fashion, In his

to the strong feelings that have been
zoused by what the School Final Board
and the University hava declared to be
the * results” of the recont ¢x:mina-

ticns. The audicnos was a large cone, |

|and although the body of the bal. was
|mosty  ocoopied by  students,
ithere was @ orowd of men of
“ligh: snd leading on  the plai-
|form suffizleni to show that the
I iceling with regard to the em.liness of
the puess-lista is general amongst the
Inaisn community, to whom slone as &
community the resulis of Madess exa-
| minations are of eny inferest, A num-
| bet of the leading Tudians of Madsas
| axe-at this partionlar season away from
| the city; and i is a matier of cexiainty
that otherwise the crowd in the hall
‘would have been even greater than it
was, Some exosllent speeches were
‘made, all of which showed that the

spenkers had thought deeply umpon the |
subjeet,  Me, Rollo put things veey |

| precisely when he said shat the Unive:-
|61ty 18 no 0 bs bambdd for teying o
ratse the standard of edumcasion in

|©& any sudden alieration  of
conditions by which the number
of passes b examioations s
P i A

Mie. Bosant deliversd a bril iant ocation,

bad cold, and p
& reference to the difficulty of finding a
voioe; but there was no sign of any-
chipg  emiss in the address iteelf
for ~she merved herself fox her
tagk, and pomed out  her
periods in unfaltering fashion, M.
Rapgs Chatia had remarked in his
ddzess that the resolution to the effacs
he mesting viewed the results

y addsess he expresscd satis-
faction that such & msan s Si Ban-
karan Nai¢ i8 now the Eduoationsl
Member of the Vieeroy's Councl, and
the expectation that great things might
be dove undee his administration.

. What the' School Fiual Bosrd and
the University will do we axe lefito
ymagine, Ia the courée of an able
address Mr, Sathya Muithi remarked
that any twelve members of the B:nate
have the right to call an extracrdinaiy
meetiog of the Senate, and be chullenged

| any twelve members to0 do so, Wo

hope that there wil ba no necessidy for
+uoh a proceeding, and (hat the Uni-
vetsity as algo the School Final Board
—without in any way yieldiag tamely

Madzas, but that what is to be deplored |

The venerabla lady wss suffering from a y
a‘ll‘;qed her addeess wih

'to populsr slamour—will realisa that the

so-cailed results ate mot a feie expres-
sion of ednoational conditions in the
Presidency, and will, (rom motives of
| righteousness, see their way to issuing
|supplementary pase-lista,

LT

X
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The public masting in the Victoria Hall
yesterday was convenad 6o giva ‘oxpression
‘fio the feeling of indignation and despair
felt throughout the country at the sun
ning rasults of fhe Intermodiabe and.
' School Final Examinations, The mesting
| was very largely attended, and repregonter
the iutelligence and culture of Madras
Oue oould gae the feeling of depression on
tha face of the many students who ware
agsembled in the body of the Hall; and it
would seem a piby that the Universiby
should live so far aparh from the enlight
enment and culture of Madras that it
should be responsible for results which
havae shocked public sense. It shows no
lifitle want of fesling, sympathy and imagi-
nation gn the part of the University that
it ghould be so far separated from the
|oultured sense of the commiunity. The
U ity hag been indifferent -all these
nbiment of the
its parb hag baen
to leave the University to play
le 88 it liked. 1f the public senss had
awakened a little earlier, if pra’!aﬂbs

had heen entered in time, the University |

would nob have grown so bardened 88 it hag
been; snd we mush acknowledge our
atitude to Mrs. Besant for haviog tieken

§ tter in hand, and cilled & public
g of tho oitizens of Madras. The

ing hag mada it dlear that the Univer

and the public do not go togather,
‘but bhat thoy are pulling sgainst sach

University esisbs somawhera |
bayond the approch of human

aven 0
5, and ib orders thiogs in 8 way that
ile reference bo the actualities of
_exigtence, Nowhere elso oould
f exist batwesn the public

Tniversity ; and we ginnob,

feeling  thab.
prozina

he
bag any ideals at all

ublic o b3 quieb
‘Pix tion qbq

b B SR i G

ag it is, ‘will ever affect the bidebound |
Madras Univarsity which has s long rss‘}::
ed the influence of Indian public opinion,
 The protest from the publio is not at all
| promptiad by the mere desire to ses s greati
| number of young men pigs the examina-
‘bions. It i3 prompted by the desica thab
|88 many of them should be allowed to puar-
sua higher studies as are fit for it, There
|ought noti fio be such grest differencs ba-
tiweon the University and the larga body of
talchetu;who devoty their best atbenbion
and energy to the preparation of students
for examinations. The faachers. have befora |
{them tho exporiencs of oxa oina-
\bions  in the pash, the courses of
study prosoribed by tha - Univarsity, and
dhe standard which it bas geb. Tha collogas
| o168 perlodically inspeoted by Uaiversity
| Buthorities, and are oansidared fibt by bho|
| University to disoharga thair functions pro- |
perly. The efficiancy of tha shff and equip- |
ment are pariodiunll%l agoartainad, and no |
Uollaga i alloyvad affilation which does noti '
fulfl bhg reg of tho Uaiversity
ush sra the conditions in whioh sby:
dents are prepared by fheir feachers,
when these studente come up for|
the examination, the University deoclares |
mora than 72 per cent of them unfit to
pursue higher studies. This is an abnormal
state ; and this abuormsl disparity betwesn
what the Universiby requires and what the
tienohers fulfil can ba scgountied for only by
agsuming that either the University has
gone beyond the standard it has fized, or
thab the teachers throughout the Presi-
denoy haye fallsn below the standard
In eny oas> it is A grave disasl
thab 80 many thousands of our young mer
the best thati fheir generation has produca
and the fubure hope of the oouatry, shou

ba suddenly stopped in their progress, an
gast away as ugeless. In thiy is inyolv:
an enormous waste of the best intellect
the gountry, which logs the country
soarooly endure  without perm
injury . to its best

ro interested in promotin

e and the energy
gh its youog men. The
oying them by wh
‘That ig she prob'an wi
Though

| are | hlnd o fa ; i

| ing his entored a protesy, il ought. to
backed xtz}z by ofher efforts wninu& will o
| pel the Unt: il
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aminars of the Univetsity to olaim that the
judgment  they pass mush - remain
wbgolute. And  we quite agree with |
Sir Subramania Iyer thab, affer thel
~xaminabion results are announced, the|
paper should be open fio inspection by!
any mambor of the Senate. Thero 18 no
sther way of Kkilling the absolufism |
of the ezaminers; and we do not
se8 why the University ghould mob
themgelyes ~ arrange for & proper
suporvision of the work of examiners. The
Univarsity is solely reeponsible for the bexh
books it presoribes; and the books 6 pres-
cribes are notiguch as will interesh studants.
[hey have bo bo studied 88 8 fask,
| \nd not as a mabter of interest or pleagure.
Meg. Bosant referred to this in her power-
fal way. Cortain famous Tnglish aufihors
have lost favour with tihe' Univorsity.
Mlilton snd ~ Miosulay have fallen
| ander this obooxious cabegory. Burke
“as dothroned long ago.  Wny-fhis buai.
\iatiion on hegs famoug authors ? There is
o aim fo pub into tha hands of boys baoks
‘which they oan read with pleasure, books
whioh will inferest them to read, Magau-
| lay’s easaye on Ulive and Hasfiings ware
iamiliar bext books ab one time. Once read
thay are ‘renrembared ; and once read fhey
raate a desire to read more. They bear
ireotly on Indian history ; and fhe know-
ledge whioh they impart is highly ugeful
o bho Indian student.  But the Univarsity
'hai eschewad fheo. It has eschaweu
iyerytoing of popular intrest; everything
ghat will oppeal to the students. They
,k‘\ave to acquira. k’h‘wled‘%s through tedious
7" unintoresting literatuve.There i abundance
of Gothic snd old English whioh 8% the
| memory of the students withont stimulat-
ing their interest. The whole tendency of
she uaiversity i 0 make stady itself un-
{ interesting, end ths gtudents have fo
guther knowladge throagh such uninterest-
| {og media. Why this ghould ba 80, we aau-
g part of & polioy, the time
consgider it.. As il is,
iversity ig not & help to_ education,
‘an obstruction: And fhis is one

nis which requires an explana-
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J FROM THE FRONT

' . R

THE meeting of protest on Monday against
ﬂ.xa results of the late University HExamina-
tions, was a very succsssful one, and the

‘We threwopen thebody of the hall entirely
to students, and assigned the platform
to their elders, but [ noticed a few
stalwart and bearded gentlemen on the
ﬂuo_r of the hall, who had long left
their student days behind them. Every
youth who wished to come was ad-
mitted until the number had reached that was
| laid down by the conditions of letting, and the
doors were then closed.

* % N
| The Chairman, Sir S. Subramania, had
‘been the Vice-Chancellor of the University.
and that lent his presence a special value,
overand above the welcome with which it
is always greeted. To have one of ifs own
highest officials in the seat of protest, should
give the Universibty “ furiously to think”.
-)?**

The speakers had been carefully chosen, and

the presence of two ex-Sheriffs, one Musaiman
! and one Hindu, of several members of the
South Indian Chamber of Commercs, and of
leading members of the various important
communities of Madras was a noteworthy
fact. The Principals of Pachaiyappa's
nd Madanapalle Colleges, the Head-
yasters of the P. S. High School, Myla-
pur, anc of the Talug School, Tenalir
represented  very efficiently educational
interests in the technical sense. The Editors
of the Madras Times, Indian Patriot,
t Andhra Prakashike snd New India spoke,
and the Editor of the Hindu was ou the
\| platform (why does not that very able gentle-
{ man speak ‘at public meetings, despite
urging ? I am sure he could), so the Press
iild its duty. Our two R. Y.s—Representa-
tives' of the Young—Messts. S, Satya.murd
and M. 8. Kamath spoke yery wel.l
i %
Telegmms cams from various people com-
i pls.mmg ‘about their sons, from various places
sym pathismg with the object of the meeting.
Mr. N. Subba Rao Pantulu, Secretary of the
All-Tudia Congress Committee, wired, as the
4 Presideut of a public meeting held st Raja-
E he

speeches were on a high and informing level.

young men wiote that out of 380 candidates,
who appeared in the Buglish branch of the
B.A. examination under the old Regulations,
only 46 passed. The failure list in the B.L.,
writes another, is very heavy, 360 students
failing out of 550. The B.L. results arenearly
55 per cent., a decent, though not good, result.
One gentleman remarks that asupplementary
list was issued in 1909, 'so the case is not.
perhaps, hopeless.

the Senate to summon a Special Meeting to

a Special Meeting. 10 righteous men would
have saved Sodom ; has Madras University
10 such men ? We fancy it has, and Mr. C.P.
Ramaswami Aiyar had already thought of
this and was taking steps to call such a meet-
ing, when I saw him yesterday on his return
from Coimbatore, to ask him to move in the
matter.
s &

I listened with especial pleasure to the.
speach of Mr. J. C. Rollo, very restrained and
careful, bus with a warm sympathetic heart
shining behind the measured words. He
| really might almost bs a Theosophist. Mr.
Il Glyn Barlow also spoke with knowledge and
sympathy,so that our two British speakers
added to, instead of detracting from, the.
warmth of the meeting.

5

1 am amused with the criticism of the
Madras Mazl that 1 1mported politics mtoa
purely ed For ed
has been made & poht\cal question since the
Education Commission avd Tord Curzon's
University Act. This effort to strangle

| higher education here in the Madras

Presidency is the outcome of Sir
Valentine ~Chirol's attack on the edu-
cated class, and of the set attack on
English BEducation in India by the London
Times. Nosuch results have Leen seen ag |
those of late years, culminating in the pre-
santhndras, since Macaulay's celebrated

* %k {
Mr. S. Satyamurti called on the members of |

consider the results, as 10 members can force |
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| may be fairly demanded as a mi

'EXPERT OPINION */

ON THE S.S. L.C. EXAMINA {ION
You will kindly allow us through your
solumns to solicis the aid of the aeads of High |
Hchools in making ou: a strong case againss
;vhe new regulations issued by the Syndicate! |
restricting admissions into colleges. We pro- {(
i pose telay before the Syndicate a3 wellas|
‘the public such facts and figures as
prove the pernicious effect of these regula-
tions. We regreb o see that even heads
of institutions, who ought to know better,
commit. themselves to a statement ac-
cepting the Presidency aversge in any one
subject as a basis of reference, unaware of the
disastrous consequences of the operation of
fha law of averages. The Presidency aver-
age t'aken as a minimum qualification fixes
stblb‘raﬁly that only about 50 per cent. of
he candidates shall be declared to have
passed in any given subject irrespective of the
absolute and individual merits of the candi-
dates. If the Presidency average in
anyone nub}act is above 50, as it mnot
uncommonly is, candldates failing  to
get 55 marks will haye fo'be disqualified ac-
cording to the new teguluhons, ‘which is cer-
tainly unfair and unjustin the case of candi-
dates who have secured as high as 40 to 50 per
| centage of marks. Public examinations are
’tests of the merit of candidates with
| reference to a particular standard of attain-
ment. There are so many disturbing and
divergent forces at work in our Univer-
sity and other public examinations that
it has nobt been possible during the past
faw years tosecure uniform standard in anyone |
Jof them which will be evident frou: the average
1of marks awarded i in anyone subject and the
| percentage of punes in anyone of them from
year te year.. Too often in the history of our
orsity, pa rﬁ? ular individuals installed as
Kchmt exammex"s ‘have assumed the roleof a
dictator and have declared what things
students should know and how many of them
|should beallowed to advance to hxghsmstag
of 8 udy
It is time that they should be made to
| their place and sphera and teachers and &
idents should be safeguarded against luch
 vagaries by the adoption of clear and well
 defined standards. Since undor existing con-
'ditions we cannot possibly have the assurance
| that such standards would be arrived at or
rgtescrihed the adoptien of fixed minima would

8 open to objections as seriou
more than, that’ of a fixed
Telative to the average.

{is suggested that 40 per cex

cation for entrange into the Ul
has apparently bsen mads in i
‘possible effect onthe final res:
Presxdancy average of 31 in
Syndic regulations will requ.nze‘ac least 3
percenfage will pass not more than 250¢
fatndmts in anyone year in that subject’
 Ifinstead of 36 v%a shoulrl substitute

ay “'a  disarfer w“auld end
0. It s only such ﬁxﬁd minima

and varying sverages that cause sucti violent
fluctuations in the results of our. Unpiversity |
examinations from year o year. [tis there-|
fore proposed that the University should with
[raference o every examination have a dual
standard, one based on fixed minima and
another with & sories of minima based
onaverages, the one used as a check
Aga.mst the undue severity or ng'ld\ty
lof the other, the candidates being given |
| the benefit of that set.of rules which operat
more favourably on their behalf.

I is propossd %o exh\bxl; the inexorable
nature of the ma
and how they.v
an examination, no matter what the examina-
tion may be, and in order to enable the
Syndicate and whe pubiic to judge what
{possible standard relative to the aver-

ted in framing any new sets

£ regulations in this behalf, we have re-
quested the hends of school to - far-
| nish - statistics based.on their own school |
| marks and school & rerages of the High School
{forms.  Since tho Public Examination for the
Secondary School Leaving Certificates has
/ been acknowledged both by the Department.
iof Public Insiruction as well as by the Uni-

versity as having the nature of a really pro-
motion anmmrmon from the VI. form to
possible VIL Form, the effact of any
lrulo operstmrz on the results of such an
examination will be identical with- the
calculsied effeets of the same rule if
allowed tooperate in regulating the promo-
tions from forms IV and V. Heads of schools
are familiar with the fact that in the old Mat-
ric.system, the Matric.series of minima in va-
| rious subjects are accepted by them as a basis |
‘i’)r class promogions also. They would there- -

fore understand how any rule which would

be untenabloon aceount of its absurd rigidity
Lif allowed to operate in the imme liately pre-
ceding educational stages, should not be
allowed to work oub its disastrous conse-
quences, at the next higher stage,
ting heads of schools to furnish us
tics baled on class marlks of formsI'V.

any rule of averages being adopted inreference
ons in these forms. But, since we
aposition to calculate the effects of
le operating on the results of the ]ast
since
laws are imperative in their opamtlons
on all similar and proportionate sets of
figures, and since the varying averages
of different schools will bs mutually
J compensating in their effects, we propose to.

show what percentages of passes or promo.

| tions thls would lsad to in nll the schools fur-

and V. we do not contemplate the possibility of
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’mshmg such statistics taken together, if any
| one of the three following sats of regulations
| based on the sndividual School average be
| allowed to operate in regulating such promo-

~)yg Hons:—(1) 5 7 aboye average in English and

‘2 C Group subjects, (2) average in such sub-
(Jects and (3)5 7 below the average in the same. |
f ® have been at some pains  te!
explain our object in calling for such !
statistics ~since there has been some
misunderstanding as to the object we have

10 view in calling for thesame. We hope

thlg detailed explanation will suffice to ex-

plain our object. If we find a fairly large

Tesponse to our circular we hope to be able to

place the University and the public in pos-

session of facts and fizures which would form

adequate data for judging of the reasonable-

ness or otherwise of the present regulations

as wellas ofany new ones that may be

substituted instead.

We also intend to publish a detailed state-
ment of the SS.L.C. marks at the Publie
Bxamination of as large a number of our col-
lege students as have come out successful
during the last three Intermediate exami-
nations, as may be rendered available te
us and such a publication would show how
far really restrictive of true higher sduca-
tion even judged by the impossible standards
of our lntermediate dictators—and detri-
mental to the interest of the community any
regulations present or to come would
be by exhibiting how many of the successful
Intermediate students would have been put
out of collegesif these regulations should
have been in‘operation when they sought ad-
mission into colleges. We hope the courtesy
of heads of schocls will enable us to collect
facts and figures enough to evolve a satisfac-
tory set of workable regulations for the
future. \

A V. MAHADEVA¥,
A’T&njore District, Secondary Teachers' Asso-
ation.
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IN THE RAP]DS

THE AGITATION IN THE PRESIDENCY TO SET
right the blunder of the recent exami- |
nation results is proceeding apace, and ;
the alarm is increasing as the realities |
are slowly brought to the active|
}Lnotics of the sufferers. When first
the results became known, there was
only the sorrow consequent on failure,
but the days that have passed have
made it keener, at least in a large
percentage of cases. Somse of the unsuc-
cessful Intermediate students have not
found it possible to secure readmission |
into their Colleges, which seem to have
forgotten the remark made by Mr. Rollo
at the meeting the other day that it is the
duty of a decent College to admit every
one of its students that have once failed,
Thus the consternation of many of the
parents has been considerably increased.
In the case of the School Final, the alarm '
has been perhaps even more accentuated. !
The dreadful stage of suspense is shll
the fate of several studente who do mot|
know where they stand. Will they be'
admitted into the Intermediate class?
Have %he University instructions been
withdrawn ? Will they be as fortunate
as some of their class-mates, whose
certificates, though less safisfactory,
‘have been considered good ? These
\are the questions that every moment
‘undermine the mental powers of
several hundreds of students. Many
begging for a promotion from the
‘door of one College to that of another,
‘and not a- few others are anxxously
vawamng replies from Principals to whom
| they have sent their certificates. All theset
have yet to decide what to do in the case|
lof disappointment, and the suspense
| will continue probably for a forl:mgh

fnonei S diat i o

The ion has been id

ably. deepened during the last week by
one other incident, which, though ex-
pected, was nob believed to 'be so disas-
trous. The promotions from the sixth
form into the Junior Intermediate as
well as into the foud;h fifth and
sixth forms have bean fower than
in previous years, and many parents
| who had - thought that the slaughter
in the public examinations had not
vet included them in its range have
been painfully undeceived. In fact,
the past week has compelled severall
"thousands of parents and young men to
{feel in practice what they almost
dimly foresaw when the first crash
was announced in the papers. And
4 héwever much one may prepare oneself
for a misfortune, it ereates a shock when
he is brought face to face with it. Even
more painful is the influence on those
who had been thinking that the storm
would pass over their heads—which, of
course, would be the case in normal
years. All these considerations have
| great significance, both to: the Govern-
ment and to the University: If they are
anxious to remedy the injustice—we
confidently hope they are—it serves no

purpose to pestpons the relief. Colleges
‘have already begun work and relief after
la fow days means a second dislocation
\of their normal activities, and that when
_they will shave justigot out of the pre-
 sent crisis. In fact, every considera-
fion & Hems,nds quick relief, and we trust
!11: will nob  be delayed much longer. [‘ {

1
!
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Who Blundered? - ;z.

? ‘WE publish to-day the report, drafted
by the Registrar of the Senate Com-
mittes, that investigated the question of
admission of students into the Inter-
mediate class on'the strength of the
School Leaving Certificates. The report
' permits us to examine as to who blunder-
ed in the matter, whether the Senate or
the Syndicate. The Senate came to two|
conclusions : |

(i) That the du/écnon hitherto allowed to Prin
cipals of Colleges must be discontinued, and that a
definite standard of attainment qualifying for ad-
migsion to University courses of study must be
clearly laid down for the information of Principals
and students alike. "

(i) That the qualification ‘or admission should
be'a fixed minimum percentage of marks in certain
'specified subjects; that, in order to ascertain
whether this minimum had been reached,the marks
gamsdm the publw examin

mar‘{s should be taken into con: ration together,
“the latter baing moderated in all cases with refer-
ence tothe school average in the public exami-
nation.

Acting on these, the Syndicate laid

down the moderation formular and de- ¥
manded that the students should get, after
moderation, five more marks than the
Presidency average. Inmaking both the ;
changes they clearly went further than {
the Senate desired them to do. All that
laid down is that the marks obtained
i the public examination and the
school should be taken into consi-
deration together, but that only
the latter was to be moderated,
which ~was a right idea, in view
of the varying standards of marking
maintained in the different schools. The
Senate cculd not haye meant that the
public examination marks should be
,moderated and that on the present
‘curious formula which veduced them in
the case of all able students. And there
was no reference at all in the Senate’s !
Muhon to the”excess of five marks.

ISR |

n_and the school i

[The Senate's: Mistake
THE mistake of the Senate was one
of omission, rather than that of commis-
'sion. It should have laid down, in view
of the tendency of the Madras Uni-
&versity to hamper the spread of higher
education, more distinot rules and
should have stated once for all
that, as Mr. Rollo sugzgested at
lthe last Town Hall Meeting, the
Istudents who obtained satisfactory
! marks, say higher than the Presidency
laverage, in the public examination,
"should be entitled to promotion without
any further trouble. And only in the!
!case of the rest, should the scheme
of moderation come into play, and
that only as a saviour and not as
a destroyer. That is the function of
moderation in all parts of the world. The|
Senate. failed to be distinct; and the
Syndicate at once caught at its chance to.
| work on' its traditional line. We hope.
i this moral will be kept in sight by the,
Senate at 1ts next ‘meeting. KA 5
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Examination Results.

Very many people in the Presidency |
waxing eloquent and mdignant over the new |
(sgmlntions ixened by the Syudicate for tha ad- |
mission of student to the Intermediate class.

Lue d S L. U (he eystem of moderation,

nhe Syndicate and the University, all come

iy for a share of criricism which 1s anything |
but eomplimentary. Was thove ever such a

woudrous sform iu a tea cup? All this up-

rour has come out of the blesscd School Final |
system. The powers on Mount Ulympus npnke!
in whispers Of Uie comioy avatar vhab was |
to do away with the bloodthirsty Matricu-
Iation and «fb ¥ anxious wating, the education
\onntain, with- the help of soma of the most
distinguished surgeons, huw brought forth a very
dirty mouse, The Mudris University weakly |
allawed the privilege of testing  the ability of
bhosewho songhtadmission to ils Colleges toslip
away from its haids, und now, thoronglly
wlarmed ut the very sad atnff that ereeps its way

into its Colleges throngh the exncks and crevic-s
of the rotten fabricof the School Final, strug:

perately toregnin the power it b len
tslown supineness,and performs all kinds
nw feuts. ou e tight Tope of Presidency.

ages. 2
{70 id suggnst vn easy way out of this |
muddle. Let the iversity allow the School
Finul system to stew in it< own jaice to eneak
Aut, of existence, as it aasuredly will, nless pro-

ed up by external sapport. Let the University
hold its Matricalation Exawination either one
wi ek hefore or after the School Final Esamina-
tion, Ninety per cent. of onr stadents are as-
‘nedly fthoss who will go up fo the College
elasses 1t vhey get a chance, These will certainly
prefer the Matricalation, with the cupple:
meutary course, and leave the School Fin:1
system to 1ot in peacr. Thus the Univer-
<ty ean recover the power that it has lost
and iosist  that it alone should have
the power of decidinz who are fif to enter its
hlleges, Phe complicated School Kinal kysten,
‘with its multiplicity of averages, its ‘dirty
fnger-prints, its iquisitorial vigilance, its too
early and mischievaus kpecialisabion, its deli
arate mysticism, irs meaningless division into
A, B.and C. groups, the heaven hades and
earth of eiuc vional theology, a system tha
seiza the unhappy scheol boy when he is twelve
und sneks his Lf “blaod hy the time he eseapes
from its clutehes, w [l eanse to exist, O, itit
oan leb it live hke the old Upper Secondary
Ex:mination, controlled by the Department,
but totally negleeted by onr [ligh Scoools, and
waiting only for the coup de grace that will pnt
4n end to its lingering misery ! Will tlie Uni-
vowsity have the conrage tostrike a blow o
regain the powars that it has lost? Then, all
ha well.

ib-

4 i I

SIR,—It w+s with interest I read the account
of the protest Meetirg held in the Vietoria Hall,
and 1 much regret that the combined intellect
of the Presidency was nnable to sngeest a prac-
tiovi remedy. The Meeting ended tamely with
the conventional ¢ Petition to Government”
such as one wonld expest from a Meeting of
ignorant ryote, After reading the preceedings
it naturally acenrred tome that [ must bring
my wighty brain power to the task, and after
an all-night sitting and hesps of wet towels, T
flatter myself that I hive solved the problem of
fature examinarions.

Syatem T —For the S, 8. L C. T snggest that
the Examirers award marks as at present; that
the papera be then retnrned to the respeetive |
studerts who will pward marks fo themselves |
aceording to theiridess Both these totals shonld |

then be adaed together and the sum divided by
2 ta arrive at the finak result. !
| * System JL—For the Iutexmrdiate and hipher
| examinations the students might be trasted
fo award marka for their own papers without
tronblimg the Examiners at all, One of the
advantages of this syetem wonld be the eaving
of the enormignt sunie now prid to Fxaminers,

| "Tu case the above measures should appear
{too drastic, or that some hypercritical person
| should object that » too diffident stadent might
| fail todo himself justice in awarding his own
ninrks, L have & tuicd system to which noone
| iUly 6 ke excaption, as it gives tlie Bx-
| aminers a prifectly free hand,

System LEL— iners be paid by
results, i ¢. For every firsb class pass each ex-
aminer wonld be paid Rs 2, for every second
cliss piss Re. 1, and no payment ut ali for
failure:

1 cor

ider this Inst em to ba perfect, snd
gunrantee it Lo giva catisfaction toull parti
1t would also greatly lighten the work of the |
Examiners,

As it is acknowiedged by »1F the best authori
ties that no one ean be britliantly ssful in
atter life nuless he has failed in uo
amivation, some critics may obj
tems on account of the impossibility of such
failure ; but, with my ueoal forethought, I have
provided for thie i System I, where & genius,
by giving bimself uil marks, may seoure th

o Tioorskary frilure which is couside ed in
pensabla to {uture sncesss,

1 take this opporounity of informing all aud
sundry Universities thab. they are at_perfect
liberty Lo adopt any of my Systems,as the ideas
ate far too veluable to be hedged ebout with

0.tapalam, * MANGERT SUNDRAM

needless restrictions,
A PARENT
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THE S.S. L. C.
‘,LVGHTENING‘ THE BURDEN
0
‘trict Secondary Taaahers Associano
sent the' following letior to the Regmtraz of

‘the University of
While app;

the&yﬁ aas*eyt.ht follow-

0 make in |

1086 alr
should come up for ﬂiso
and Publi

as compi;mentapy to, and. cor-
her. School - discover
pdidates after ab

"be u surer and more| v
f thi date than the Publio Bamination

”The Public Exsmmahon, on ths otker hand,
tests ab one single chance the capability of
i and determinasbiz plac

id i whol

he

has tﬁsa value of i own These two marks
ifferent estimates, and  should

d up and coxfused.
reducing o
‘the various
ving various
e doubtedly serves
‘go further and
nation marks, and
gtha'prlnulpla 100
that these two aye

to be desired
quite distinot

agh it does not
ones ara abso-

. Ifthe Puddenc,y
e casein

o:
ir work, and ooxgsgmue the

again to be put to the test in each of the C group |
_subjects. Tae sumber that would thuscome oﬁ‘
successful 1hreugh the ordeal of these four succes |
sive tests would never exceed ? per cent. |
Suppose onthe otber band we wentby anabsolute
 minimutn, say, 4 or 35 per cent irrespective of the
Presidency average, there is the danger of the Pre¢
sidency average f. -down t0.20 or 25 per cent.
and the effect i that many of
| the very b:a: 0yS
| minimumof 35 or 40, and wol
declured disqualified for a University
8.8. L, . . Examination resulmfbnth pasc soveral
| years. indigate veny clearly
form standard, the Preside
and down in a very unace
ersumﬂ eq\nwoh
indee that unle

' might lead to disastrous consequences.

We would, therefore,suggest that an alternative
course be adopied of an abs; ofsay, 40
\or 35 per cent. nx 5 per. cent, belo idency.
| average, whil is lower, asthe
|qualificasion for : admlsaron into

It.w not pot to estimate m

the form of’ mar'k . This is very obvic
subjects like English or History, whel's nssmdly
there can be no pronounced difference between
one who gets toand anotherwho gets1oo, one who
gets 4o and er who gets 3
where a line should be drawn, it
far below theaverage as reasonable, so thatno can-|
didate of real capacity should by any. mischance bo1
thrown out asdisqualified.
Iv may here be obected that this might result
| in opening admission to some ineligible bo. This
|is an eyl indeed ;but on the other side, the)
| the evil of a number of really eligible qnnd:dahs i
i bemg thrown out judged by a high and!
fixed minimum, This latter appem to us to be the
grenter evil of the two. and it is in view of this con-
sideration that we have suggestgrl that the line of
demarcation should be drawn as far below as may |
be reasonable. 3
In English which is certainly the moxf.importunt
subject in the present scheme of instruction thn
‘minimum might be fixed ut about 40 per cent or 5 |
per cent below the Presidency aver
v

gl
t and proper that lower mi- |
d, third and fouﬂh

ere e is, mdeed. a fﬂrrm

they have to study, as will
orusal of the i




0

 mig] fc

s
ne of ose who have
‘these s the S. .

ar)

E
‘
\




0 .?\‘Q 79}

SIS, 'e;‘,‘AS‘CTAH'éME" ;
RICHY TEACHERS’ VIEWS

‘Srouping
ment. (4)

Cgpec:a
k-

,Balalfnsuﬁa A-Ayar do form
i Commi 0 consider’ the
workmg of the 8. 8. L. 0‘

e, and’ submit

t and the Departrﬁent

f subjects in the three
areﬁ‘reee%tatmn “of ex-~
sters and Assistant Masters
?%aag' Egi ‘Boards, the
é‘é‘ig&eiﬁ ﬁgslmm 0 Col-

Ieges fonw“ﬁwg by alternatge
e

ad total ni
desirabiliy qf i ameuE RO e of
Ex’Fhs‘S i e afternoon
f the a
School, nc

ikhamani in th aha’ir

sikhamani in the ¢ Y

_mousl; Qn:thpfq).{ V;awmmend&t
,»a s

@) 5
wing five slﬂ)]éﬁ‘f&
£ the outlines nis s; llé‘bus

§ tice ant Geography.
thand. () Indexing

- 4

*vﬁ«wm
s

N

A lAA

WENSL e & O

N.B.—1. The above arrangement of optional
groups is intended fo suit the grouping of susjects
in the Intermediate, and it.is expeoted that there
should be a considerable reduction in the extent
and. mtsnsny of ,the present syllabus, so that stu-
dents in the Interme
chey had stopped | . It also
provides for a student who w&uiu w enter life
after theschool course is over. 3. It also allows
specialisation to begin in the VI Form, which may
in a way be regarded as a preparatory class for the
Junior Intermediate. 4. It, of course, unpues that
sacnsfqetorypromssm subjects 3, 4 and5 in the
IV and V Fo; ingisted on Before granting
promotions to uya. &

1L Thata PublmExmnmahon ba held only
in the followmg 1%sbubjents once a year af the
end of tha VI 'orm course: 1, English.
35\1883 (Text, ¢ Tmuslahon and

Dompos)ﬁmn). Bub]ectsm any one of the
groups manﬁ'oned (). o i
111, (a) That the strep of the 8.8, L. C.
Board be incr 5 d (b) that not
 less than a third t%e rd
chosen_from {ead-

am ng
mastars of the ngh Sghools xpl? the Ere516ency.
(c) That the sels sistant Examiner
be. eoneﬁ;ed 1t:mly. 0 %mh q:g?:’l mia actually
engaged in teaching clasges,

IV, That the Pubhc Exawination'be held,
not in March as at present, which is most
unsuitable by reasonof its. heat, but in the

month of November beginning on ths last

| Mondav of that month.
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Mre. Besant and the University.
SIR,—The comments in the Madras Mail of
0!1:: 29th June on Mrs. Besant’s astonishing ora-
tion are, so far as they go, just and appropriate.
| To lose all sense of proportion in stating a grie-
vance, real or imaginary, is undoubtedly cal-
‘cnlnf.ed to prejudice even a good case in the
I eyes of reasonable persons, But it is not to.
reasonable persons that the skilled agitator
makes his appeal, and it is not by presery-
ing a sensa of proportion that success in the
agitator’s art is secured, Mrs, Besant knows
befter. She has revived an old false charge,
that the depression or suppression of high edu-
cation is the deliberate policy of the authorities:
who control Indian Universities. She hus backed
| the old chavge with a new assertion, which isnot
' only unsupported by any shred of evidence, but
T in open and glaring antagonism to easily ns-
certainable facts. 1t may be well to exhibit
| Mzs. Besant’s impassioned fiction alongside the
"nnadorned facts, . The facts may be rendily
| verified by a reference to the unemotional pages
Jof recent University Calendars and the pub~
- lished Minutes of the Syndicate and Senate :—
IMPASSIONED FICTION.
“ Why is it that boys fail in the one subject in
~which their fathers excelled ? It'is because of the
books that they give them to read. Now Miltou
is considered dangerous. No wite man will give
| Macaulay's Bssays on Clive and Hastings to. a
1 schonl boy of the present day. Verses on Liberty
iley are considerced untit for Indian Schooia
and Colleges. Your boys are now given onty
ru; wihieh raises no enthusizem und has 1o vte
action, Knglish literature attracts, and you nu-u
give literature which made England geeat, whioh
made her philosopbers, pocts and martyrs, and
then your boys will learn the langunge ad if it
were tivir mothers’ milk. That is partly the reary
"“son why Buglish it going down in your schools |
and Clolleges now. There is no_instruction in the
hooks now read by boys, nothing to stir the boy’s
art or o rcuse hisimagination or to give him
great ideals for the future.”
UN:DORNED FACTS.
|

The revised University courses in English |
! Janguige und literature are distivgnished in
i several ways from the conrses they replace, but |
in no respect more merksdly than in the incrense |
in quantity and the superiority in quality of the |
| Jiterature prescribed for study. Moreover, in
addition Lo Tegular ipstiuction given in lec
| the new eysfer malkes eareful and ample pro;
sion for the students’ private revding in the L
“brary,and the University has insisted,asit never
insisted befere, on College Libraries providing
#n adequate supply of good literature for the
students’ nee. By way of illustrtion, (a) the
Madras Mail recently pablished Jetters adverse-
1y criticising the prose and postry preseribed by
‘the University for Secondary Sthuols, not ré-
| avedly on the ground that the-mwatter selected
|wwas *ubbich,” but because, on the contrury, it
svas literature of a high order and,as such
the boys comprehension. (b) The hooks sof, for
| the Intermediate course, ending in Merch, 1917,
{are, fordetailed study, Shakespenre’s The Mer- |,
chant of Venice, poems by dilton, Kents and
| Tennyson ; essays by Addicon, Macaulay and
Thackeray ; Boswell’s ¢ Journal ofa Tour to
‘the Hebrides.” Amongst books chosen for the
students’ perussl to provide subject-matter for
‘composition—though these are not necessarily
‘works of u high order in literature— are includ-
ed Mrs. Gaskell’s ¢ Crapford,” und an abridged
edition of Butcher and Lang’s translation of
the Odyesey. (c) Puss B. A. candidates for the
examination of 1917 are required to study (1)
Chaucer’s * Prologue to the Canterbury Tales” ;
(2) two plays of Shakespeare, including one
of the great Tragedies, Multon's *‘Ssmsor Apon-
istex” poemu by Dryden, Goldemith, Words.

(worth and Browning; ar,as an alternative groop,
poems by Spenser, Diyden, Pope and Shelley’s
{“Adonais”) ; (4) Bacon (Select ExsuyR)t Milton’s
b i Johnson or Shakespe v, #s
an alternative gronp, specimens of Ascham,
Dryden, and Gibbon, (5) ~select essays by

Stevenson, works by Ruskin and Froude, or,
an ulternative gronp, essays by Carlvle,

man and Fronde, and Pater’s “ The Renaissan-
ce.”  Books, including two standard novels, are
also seb to supply subjecr-matier for comtosi-
tion. (d) The list of books set for the B. A.
Honours eonrse io English oconpies three ja ros
of the Calender. It is enough tn say that tha
Titerature selected is representative of much
that is heat in oll periods, from Reowulf to
William Morris in verse, and from Kirg Alired
{to Thomas Hardy in prose. The wisdom of
these selections may, no doubt, be questioned
on various gronnds, but it requires an ¢ xeeption-
»1ly daring and original critic to dismiss them
|as ** rubbish which axouses no enthusi.sm and

nineteenth century writers from Lamb to *

1 l:as no attraction.”

Mrs. Besant's speech.— The whole line of edu-
cation is wrong, They are trying to strangle edu- |
fostion that males the citizen and to keep you |
down to the position of clerk and small adminis- |
Ftrator and close higher posts in your own land,
wfor you will not be fit to hold them with ont the |
education that makes men great in their (m‘nJ
\dand. There lies my quarcel. These young men |
| have been trying to get education, but they have
| heen refused the opportunity. . . . I charge your |
University with sowing seeds of discontent and |
disloyalty in the hearts of the very pick of the
young men of the Province. Itisa sérious charge, |
but it is troe.” '
The stranglors of ‘education have gonme abeut |
eir hapgman’s work after this fashion, They |

fumumvsn- to raise the standard of edueation |
{in Indian Universities, to enhance the value of
| the training supplied and of the degres award-
" ed, in the hape that in the not distant future
Indian Universities moy nof fear to stand com-
parison and to hold their own with the Univer.
\ mities of the West. To thisend in the Uniyer-
| sity of Madras ull the courses+af study have
heen very greatly improved wad special ag
wanced courses (the Hongurs Contses) haye been |
ipstituted. the avowed and obvious purpnse of
ich is Lo provida the Indian youth—
those who may ba desti to serve their
'y hereafter in the highest official and
| uncfficial  positions—with a really liberal
education, such as young men of similar
| talenfs in England receive, butsuch as the Uni-
| versity of Madras hitherto has been nnable
| [tosupp'y. That povery may be no bar,
| Inumber of schol rehips ure yearly graned to
voung men of marked ability in” the lending
| Goveroment College and in o‘her Colleges,
Farther, in the interest of advanced stodies, a
University Library has been founded nnd
| endowed, Universi y Professorships and Reader-
| ships cranted, a system of University lec'ures
| !ia all subjects organised, and provision mude
1 for research scholars. Again, asa direcs re.
| | sult of requirements laid down by the Uciver-
sity and with the assistance of liberal grnts
| ool B A il e e
 apencies, & very marked improvement bas been

| eftected in affilisted Colleges in building,

|
|
|
|
|
|

eqaipment and staff.
! Much more might he added, but: already more
than enongh has been sid to show that nothing
could well be wider of the matk, more unfair

and more essentially untrae than Mrs, Besant’s
indictment, in it ganeral t dnd in every
| rticular, Even if one conld bring oneself to |
| elieve with Mis. Besant that the University of
| -/ Madras is a monstrons piece of hypoerisy, con-
trolled by malignant influences, and designed to
destroy the thing it pretends to vitalise, one
would not know which most to wonder at, the
diabolicul ingennity of the plan or the ineptitude

i
]
1
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of the means chosén to give it effuct, If we—
the mali infl foresnid.

actu-

> ally intenf npon a deed of which, as Mrs. Besant

3 . 106 50 darkly hints, assassination at the hands
4 of i ith ©a passi

sense of wrong nnd resentment against gross
dnjustice and a desperate feeling” snrging at
their hearts, were a regrettable but not un
uatural consequence—why should we, if the
degradation of high education be onr aim,
nerversely adopt a course so difficnlt and
devious,  spend time, money and labour,
courb_opposition the most vehement and
vexations, when we can bave everything we
want, withont effort and af;, no risk, by merely
giving the public—that is tosay the agitators—
all they clamour for 2 Relax, at their sug-
gestion, every restriction intended _to secure
discipline and efficiency, let_every indiflerent
school aspire to and attain the dignity of a
bad College, lower standards and cheapen
dearess—ao we shall bring something or other
called *“high education” within tbe reach of
every one, however unfit, and the desired goal
will be won, Our courses and degrees will
‘become -valueless a3 preparation or passport
forgand #o all employmert except fthe mist
subordinate, and the University will be an
object of contempt wherever learning and sound
education are prized. It would be an ensy
and at, first a papular undertaking The varity
of thousands of youths would be gratified hy the
award of acadewic distinetions almost worth-
Jess, unless, perhups, in the mamiage mar-
ket, and public men, estimating the progress of
culbure by the hosts of graduates yearly poured
out, would arise on maay a platform to bless us
for onr exceeding sympatby with Indian as.
‘pirations,
But all this story of a_conspirecy to en-
slave the intellect of India o as to* keep
India in permanent subjection js a mere
figment of the imagination, so_ extravagaus,
S0 b variance with facts which stare one
in the face, that it is hard to think that Mrs,
Besant, or any person endowed with ordinary
judgment, can believe it for a moment, The
only evidence that can be urged in support, the
quﬁe number of failures in the recent Inter-
mediate examination, and the Rules issued to | (
regulate the sdmission of students into College.
is, when properly examined, evidence against,
tis no matter for regret that the candidates
“failed. The Examioers in rejecting them merely
did their duty to the University and the public, |
3 It is, Lowever, matter for very grent regret thaf
the unsuce ssfal caudidates were ullowed to
present themselves for examisation, or, rather, |
Jvere encouraged to enter upon courses ot study |
for which thsy were wanifestly unfit. The
admission of such students to Colleges consti- i
tutes a very grave dauger to education, It is |
Tainous (o thie unfis sindents themselves, and
it is most udicial to the interssts of ft | i
students adimiited ‘along with them, interests |
which it is pmongst the first duties of the
University fo protecs and further. The Rules ‘
to regulate admission ave an aftempt to re-
fmove a nctorions abuse. The exact method
adopted 18 1uirly open to eriticizm, but there
can be no guestion thet the niversity was
be attempt, O this motter,
i the Ruoles to r afe admis.
with your per 7, 1elurn to

,
|
|
|
|

on Anotlier oc
Mad:as. MArR HCONTER.
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The Madras University and its Critics.
S, —T desire, if you will & far indulge me,
to enter upon the two questions now ut issue
between the University and its coibics more
fuily than [ wasable to aoiamy lester of the
8th instant. To that letter Mrs. Bssant hasin
thie meantime replied. One at leust of the dues.
tions she raises fulls within the ground which I
intended in any case to examive. Mrs. Beasant
will, I trust, not think me lacking in courtesy it I
defer consideration of her other puiuts untii the
main issue has been discussed.
| The complaint just now raised against the
Uliversity 1, first, thab the percenvage of sue-
cessful candidutes in the recent Lniermediate
Examination is lower than in any previous
year; secondly vhat the Rules issucd to regulate
admission uf students to the lntermediate,
Gourse in Co leges will, if strictly adhered to,
result in the rejection of a large number of stu-
dents who, but for the Rules, would have been
accepted. the twouthe first is the more im-
portant, because, on the one hun, the failure of
2,800 candidates is & facy, whereas the extent
'and manner in which the Rules will work is as
yet unknown ; and, on the ¢ther hand, b.cunse
the failures, as 1 shall endeayour to show, are
\directly due to-conditions which render some
sort of Rule or procedure r- gulatitg admission
absolutely necessary. I shali accoiutngly take
the Intermediate question firai.
afraid [ must iutroduce fignres rather
freely. I shall, however, ignore percent ges, an
| for'the fol owing reson, Peicentage usapplied
comparatively to examination results are practi-
cully valueléss uuless conditions reman from
year to year fairly constant as regards (1) the
| nambsr of candi rescnted for inabi
ond (2) the general mbility of the candidates
and the degree of training they have received

. before admission to the Course. lf these con-

ditions are not subjico to much changs, then
it is legitimate to argne from a fall in the per-
centage of successes either that the instrucsion
given and the facilities for study provided have
deteriorated, or that the standard of the ex-
amination has been raised. But it is certainly
not legitimate to contend that beeause, for
example, out of 1,427 candidates examined in,
11811, 41 per cent passid, avd ouu of 3860
exumived in 1915 only 26 per cent. suceseded.
tlierefore the standurd musc have beeu raised
| in the interval. The «ctual number passed year
after year is & better, thoagh of coarse ngt an
infallible, guide,

Let us follow this guide for a moment. In
1911, the first year of the new Intermediate
Examin- tion, 592 candidates passed ; in the pre-
sent year the number of successiul candidates
was 1,026 (the numbers for the intervening years
are 686:812and1,159). On the whole, there has been
4 steudy rice, 20 much £o thag the candidates pro-
nouee d fit to enter on Degree Courses this year
are vou far from twice as many as those consider-
«d qualified four years ago, Is there »ny argu-
mens biere for the **strangling” of high educa:
tion, even if we regard theextension ofeducation
over a wide ares as equivalent to education:l
progress.? Is there any evidence to show that!
the increase of fig material is ia reality bigher

shan the fizares indicate, and that the standard
©f the examination must, therefore have been
zaised 7 T'oab there has been any deliberate
attempt to make things more difficult for can-
didates I am in a position ubsolutely to devy.

1 submit thb thée is no sort of evidenceia |
support of the contention thit the increase in
nuwber iniplies a proportionate increase in fis-
ness. Oa the contrary, there happens to be some
very significant evidence against any such view,
“The nnwmber of students admibted to the Inter-
mediaze Course in Colleges has, in receut
years, as is weil known, immens:ly ia-
creased. (L shull come to the figures dircetly.)
1f “this iucrease in the number of college
students were an indication of an increase
ju the number of fit students, the very
gratifyiog phenomenon would sppeas equally |
1a the bigher forms of schools. We shouid find |
u correspunding rise there also. Whoat do we
actnally find ? In the year 1911 the number of |
boys ia the sixth foim of cchools was 8421
This was the fic-t year of the award (f S 8 L.C.
cextificates, aud on the strength of thee certifi-
©utes the papils we.e c tlibsit; 60 e k admission |
to Collegss. Next year the mumber of boys
in the sixth form was 7,304, & drop of over
1009; bus in the same year the number of
students in the first year class in Colleges was |
2,452, a4 agsinst 854 iu the previons year, Ou
vuecsteluson can be drawn, nawmely bhat abeut
1000 boys who ought to have grneback to
seaoul had been drafted into Colleges, Under the |
old M uiticulabion system, » large proportion of |
students admisted to Colleges were Hoaven |
knows peinfully immatu e; bub the present
state of affairs i3 ivfiaitely wo se. And there
Das beeu no sign of improvement, The sumber
of boys ia the rixth foum appera to b elowly
Tsiog (she last figure availuble is 7,139), aind
toe uumbers in the first yeux class in Culleges
have riven ja much thesame propartion, They
ave for the last three years 2,372 2,903 «nd 3,145,
the last (for the yesr 1914 15) Leing alt but
double e hishest fizure forany yesr betvesn
1503 4nd 1910, yenrs in_which students entered
Colleges after pas-ing the Mabriculstion Esam
nation, aud ne rly treble the aversge uumber
for these years,
Ths figures for iadividual Colieges are
even mo:e illuminative. I huve taken from
Uaiversity Calendars statistics of the strength
of the Hust year Class in aboub twenty
Colloges in the year 1909, whea the old
condizons obt inéd, aud agiin in
the year in which the great majority of those
who appeared for, and mostly railed in, the
yecent lutermediate Examira ion entered upon
their U wversity sbudies. Lo two of the Lwenty
Uolieges, the Madr s Christian College and tbe.
Presidency College,the figures for 1913 nre lower
tuan Lhose for 1909, and 1 thres or tonr others
tie increase in nuwbers seems normal. To the
petformance of the rest the followiog tabalur
statemsnt is eliquent testimony (A B U, ete,,

conceal thy ideasity of Colleges here pil- |
Lotied) i— i
g e Strength of ~ Strengthof |
Golloge, Class T /o 1909, Class 1 in 1913 |
A, g 11 h
B |

‘o

D,

Nuw, evan if the evidence already produced in
refercnes to the sehools were sct asude, doesuny
reason :ble purson consider is  probable thatiu
the ateas from which thase Collzges draw thewr
stadeass, edacation hisiu foar yers alvanceu

with such rapid stiiles that inunelocality i Le
iacreas: ia students qaatified fo: Universivy
staies is from 3 to 119, in snoluer from 5o
132, ia & third from 18 o 117 and ina foartd
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1000 55 co 2832 Tae peush 15 only too ouvious.
The doors of Colleges have beed throwu
open to buadreds of youths who coull by
16 possibiliy profit by the sbudics ou whi
they h ve beea encouraged to enter, and ths
juevitable h .8 happened, us every one conver-
sant wivh the facts kaew it would nappea. U e
year, 2,427 candudates present theselves for
examivation wod 812 suvive the ordeal;
another year, 3,860 Ly their fortane, and ouly
1 026 suceee > .
Lot us consider for & moment what all 6l is
Tcans, what 1s Uhe tiue nature uf the evil
of which such a stite ,of thiugs is proune-
Tve, M.s. Besany presents me with what, 1o
auubt, appéars tu ber un uuauswerable wrgu-
anent when she usks how th pup.s of texcuers
asserted by me to be more cliisient thon iheir
predecessurs fare =0 micerably 11 their eXatul:
natwns. There is, however, nothing wordertul
wooub it. The qualifications of Licturers in
Mudras Colleges are undoubtedly ot » wach |
bigher order now than puey weie tem years
ago. Bubif vhose Lecturers were peifcot i sueir |
coaft they conld make smill headway against |
e forces opposing them, Kven if ll the sbu-
aents udmivved were sufticiently intelligent aud
mature,1nd had all recaived an'sdeq 15€ cavo.-
Jug, the mere fact of a sudden iacreuse in uua-
bers without ab the. same tlne u Propurtiva .te
Jucrease i Stafl, accommodasion u d facilities
for study makes for d-teroration iu disaiplie
wnl cificiency. Bat when half, or 6wo-uhuas, or
iumay be four htuhs, ot class ate uullc, woat
soru ui jesalts can be expeeted from suy |
yeacher 7 Meantime, @/l oue :tudents eufl r.
i uolis ¢.n rewp no profis, burd:ned as they
ace wibh tasks too heavy for vhew, coofronied
with pobiems beyoud vheir compishension,
destined to certain failuie and oissppointment,
theig time wasted sud vheir inteilcettal facol
ties quite possibly permavently injured. Tue
fip sufior bov. Llic mere presence of lirge num-
bersof uuqualificd students i a College inevi-
t.bly lowers the characler of Uhe ipabruction
imparted, and deprives the better students of
\ducalionsl advantages which they wouid
otherwise have enjoyed and have atiglhi to
claim. 5
1 am not concerned toaccuse anyone. I know
very well that iuflaences of & poweriul uatmie
sre brought to bearupon Prineipals. Mauy Col-
leges are largely, dependent on fees, and the
woney of e unynaincd stdent is us goud us
thay of the qualined, Munsging bodies, again,
are often 1ucined to look with distavour on 8
Priveipal who stands in the way of turonging
lusses and tne appear mee Of groWwilag prosper
aty. Lastly, there are bhe p.reais and the
public; blind to their tws Literest, demand:
dng, it not the abaudo. weut of every 1u.e and
pitnciple, ut least Lat every Gase shoald be re-
g 1dednsan excefuon, serving whab they
call ¢ sympathetic treatment. ~
But whitever allowance we may chooze to
‘make for 1ndividual Piincipalsand Colieges, uie
il is uone the less a wmonsoron 0., aud o~
Uawversi y would stand seli-conaemued it iv uad
+1qade no abtept to cueck 1. As w muatter of
£a00, 88 S00n u8 The £Vl Was pe caved (e Syrdi-
cntaneted as eff_cbively as CacuIDHLBUCES Ler-
mitted Lhe seratiny of tavusands of Leaviog
Qertificates by Conim toees of the S)ndicite
ouly coplitmed  the worst suspicions.  Methods
Sf persuasion were attempted. Guiding princt-
ples to regulate admission were issacd and  the
Uffanding Colleges warned that the cousiguence
of disregarding these principles might b seious
‘Unfurvanate'y, the Colleges thoaght and, us 1t
waroed out, correcly thought, thabit wus quite
safe to go on as they had began. Tuere w s 1o
itnpiovement, and the Syad cite foaud itself
pracuically powerless. Aco rdiogly, they went
0 Lhis S:nate ab bue beginning of 1430 year with
 proposal which, i was belloved, wou.d meey

the case. Bricfly, the propossl was® that, in

futuce not ali Cuileges, bul ouly those specaslly |
licensed, should be permitied Lo admit students
at diserevion to the Fust Year Class, wad the
names of Colleges co licensed should ve publish-
eich year. 1o was of cousse contemplated |
that ab ficst all affiliated Cclleges should be |
licensed, und Ghere was no U.n er thab any
College would be removed from  toe list exesps
or iavilest  abuse of tue privilege, A
College not in the list would be allowed 1o !
make provisional admission, thut is to
say, the admissions made by them would be |
Jater sceutinised by persois appointed by ths
Syndicate, and students found to be vnqualifi-d
would not 1eceive certificates of Matriculatior
This system, it was betieved, would bave in-
flicted no hurd:hip on any College, unless it be
& hardsbip to discover thatis is uut worth while |
w_do wiong; and it.w s expeouwd, I thnk
quite faicly, that all the Colleges withuuo
exception would find it 1o thewr wteress Lo
do what was 1ight  Bab vbe Sen te jadged |
otherwise. The men nra appearcd too ha s ;to |
pat Colleges on & blacklist, it was urged—thiush
10 such 15t was contemplated —would be u ierri-
ble humliation, and s on. Lhe proposal found
1o acceptance, but the existence of the eviiip
was designed to meet could nou be deijed, aud
the matter was referred to a Committee, The
Committee dres up the present Rules to reguiate
wdission, which Rules the Syndicate, #sin
structed by the Senate, was pr ¢ lly foresd
o aocept. %

T danht whether any oae is really euthusias-
ticabout tie Rules; but I think tlo e who are
now loudly protesting sgdustthem :hould re-
cogaise that ttey owe them, 1o to the Syndi. |
cate, bus to the seetion w-thin the Scuate
which g nerally stands for *ile:ty” and * syni-
pabaetic ticatisent,” Hed the Syidicwe's
aciginsl preposel commended itself to the San-
ate, the Ruies would not huve been framed and
the dizcretionary pover vested in the Colleges—
short, thabis, of the power to do wiiabis
. plainly indefensible—would not huve been
| threnened.  Bat it onght also to be recogrised,
| w16 s not rec ignited by the protesting. ublic,
| that under tha conditions luid down by the
! Syndicsie, Colleges still retain—for this year at
least—.heir di creticniy powers, They are

this year ullowed to admit students whose cases
are nit covered by the Rules, provided thi
state the reasons which dstermiged such &
{ a conditivn to which ro reasonsble Principal can
{ very weli obj ct
| Inthe matver of the Rales toregulate adu.ission
there is plainly no-ground for public protests or
M»:moria&s to Government. Tue whole thing
is evidently an experiment, and there can bs
little doubt that if the Rules ars found to woik
ill, to debar students 1ealiy qnalilied for Univer-
sity studies, they will be withdrawn, and that
not Ly any meaus merely asa eoncession to
popular climonr. Meunwhite, no fit student nerd
suffar, for no Priocipal peed reject him.  On the
| other hand, real good 1s likily to be don’ this
year, for Principals will naturaliy be chary in
receptisg students for whose admission norea-
son «ble defence can be cffered.

For my port, Lhope (1 Rules will not ontlast
the year, and coicfly for this reason M they are
to bessiicily earried out, and no dep rture from
the conditions 11id down is permitted, the resalt
will probubly be the rejection of a consider-
able number of students exc ptionally good in
certain subj:cis for some slight deficiency in
subjzcts th 4o for them mutter very li'tle, wiile
muy barely average studente, not good for any-
thing in p rticular, stand the test. But if the
Rules go, iv is certain thab other  means
st be inimediately devised to stop the evil of
indiseriminate admission.I should like to see the
Syndicate go bavk to its origival preposs, bab if

| that cannot be doue, 1 see vothiug for it but the
reiustitution bv the University of a M tricula-
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tion E camination of its own, which would weed
out the mavifestly unfit, leaving Principals free
to select the fit on the ev.dence turnished by the
school certificates.

T have left myself Jittle room to reply directly |

to Mrs. Besant’s lettr.  Ti L bave ia any way
misreprescuted her Lregretin. 1 first read her
speech us 1eported in the Madras Times aud my
citatioos [rum the speech were simply cuvoub
and pasted on my wasuscript. 1 havesinee read
bhe fuller and obyviously aceer: te roport i New
Indiu, tui. 1 confess, T eaunot sie thay I have
done M.:s. Busant any serions ivjustice. Truv,
Mrs. Besant culled the bouks she er
“owaddle,” nob rubbish. Towe “twaddle” seems,
if anything, the less complimentaty descrip-
tion. ‘Liue, the Madras Times c led the
fact that a particaiur ultuck which, iu the
cireumstances, conld only be luken as a0 attuck
on the Uiversity of Madras. was based ou the
geleativa of a bo 'k for the Matrical siivn Exan-
ination of the University of Aliahabad, This
suppression, it appears to me, d:d Mis. Besaut
something in the na‘ure of « kuduess.

Ag i1, Mis, Bosant argues theo it is no
answer fo criticism directad aguiust books sef
forthe 8.8 L C. Exuninativ pub forward
a list ot books ses for Universivy coarses. It
Ms. Bsant referred Lo bo ks prescribel ly
the S N.L O, Roud,—which was vothing
to do witn the eoaty—I fail to see how
tiie eriticisur was el vaing ub a meeting called
to protest apaiast Uuiversity proceedivgs. i,
however, she had in wiud bioks selec ed a yenr

or so bick forths sumi: exoni

University, 1wos . directy.

But really Mis B sans went much further

She said (L quote frow New Zadia), ** why is it
| these hoy= faileu? (viz in Eazlst in the Madras
Intermediatz Exaninatio:) [t is b ¢.us: of the
books bhab ure given them (o read ¥ Sarely Mrs.
Besaut does 10t weaw t ut Madras boys fail be-
canse of books *given in the United Provinces.”
Tt seems Lo me 1ot sltugetier pointlers, in reply
o this argumen, to name the books which tiwe
Madcas soudent is nc ually requiced to read
Theu she sa. STfyou? ( diressing a
Madras sudies ¢ ) *¢ gave Milton—but Milton,
is dangeroas. Li you gave Sheliey—bnt Stelley
[ wrote burning poetsy on hberty which will be
dangerous in your schools and Collegss.” Sure-
lyitis a faiv rjinder to inveciive of this
sort (““I charge the U.ivi
to put in «list of books presciibed f
| sity Examina ions whica shows quite clearly
| that the Usversity of Madras isnot in the
least afrad to prece ibs bouks “pregnant with |
the spiric of Iibarty,” and wuich shows eqnally
oleu.rry that Mrs, Besant’sindictment was, if she
koew ube facts, mnjnst; ifshe did uut kn w
them, at least undescrved.

Mrs, Besant abviously does not know very
much ab ut the University of M d:as—a slicht
disqualification perhups iu a1 0 afor impesching
that Univessity. Perhaps she will learn
more about us later. S'e isnow President of the
governiog b.dy oi a College affiiiated to this

iversity, and I cherish the hopethatia th.t |
capactity she will get to know uss listle better,
and that upon moie acquaintance sue will come
to regard us 103 with the iudignation and fierce
contempt from which we nov shiick sbashed,
bot at least with a gentle tolerance, if the
fecling never reaches & u.ild resp cf.

In  answer to my statement  that
shehad revived an old ful:e chnrge, Mrs. Besant,
queies e opinious of several well kuown

ndian pubiic men. Exacily; it was the atti-
tude adogted by these geutlemen to Lord
Curzon’s wise and b-ngﬁnegn (4818 seems to me)
educational pohey that [ had in mind, Ithas
long been my settl d conviction that the op-
position to Lord Cuiz n’s University Act, and
to all that has been and is heing doue in conse-
quence of that Act,was and is essentially wrong
tieaded—fatal if it had been or ehould be success-

L to the tras inverest of this country. -

Mad-as. 12 v, MARK HUNTER.
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S1r,—Muy [ask you to publish « few Jines on
thie subject of udmission to the University ? Mr,
Hunter emphatically denies that itis the Uni-
veisivy's puhiey 10 deprive the people at large ot
Higher educauion, 1t does nov much matter
5, | whotner Luey tave such w policy or not. Tne
pablic 18 coucerved with uhe results of its
#cu10, 1ot Wivh 1vs motives. L6 is true that 1o
appents that 1ty policy is Lo give a better edu-
cation than heletotote t & sticely hmiv d nuw- |
ter, ana 10 1eluse Ssuch 1ustiuction (whether we
cal it higher or lower) us hus Been huherto
given, tu the vast wejority of U Who want
1 : bug 1 seens piovabie thut it bus acoed
thus from iguorsuce of the results of its ac-
tions rather than from policy,

Mr., Huuter contp res uie ideal of the Univer-
siby of Madias avd vhe state of affaits which
prevails in Eogland. o Buglisn Univeisities
awnyone who 18 10t & [oul or incurrigibly idle can

e an ordinary degree, aud no hiparance 18
| plecea in the way of vhose  wno wish o take
| Honours,thoagh they m-y fail if thry have nys.
| judged tie r capabilitie . ‘Luis ab [e.st was the
| State of uftairs at Cawbadge when L was there,
Yoy viiere was o Maurien.ation Examination.
Now Laduny that suudents in Tadis, and theit
parents, huve so litvle ides of what vheir cap -
cities are Lbhub the go-us-ycu-plesse style ot
Gawmbridge would be vut of tue questiou here.
But sre we justified in gowyg to Lkﬂ oppo:iie
extreme ? >

‘D oraelty of the system which is to come
into force nexy year lies in the fact already
| pointed out in your colunins, thatadmis ion is
now compegitive, and that_oniy some 10 or 12
t of those wuo appear for the School
friua) B xuniination will be adwitted to tu Uni-
versity, Headmasters miay be sirict abcub p:o
motions : the boys may all be Nowtons : it
Totters novs this will obly raise the averages,
and sonl only 10 or 12 per ¢ent. can be admits
ed. Tnis 1s b rsher even than appeurs at first
sight, tor Headmasters ouly seud some 75 per
cont. of vheir classes to tie pubhic ex mination,
50 that probably not more Lhan 7 ot 8 per ceut.
of the boys in th Sixth Fom can ever hep: for
O 1o a Gullige. for which so vy |
of them long.  We must expect thet, in future,
| Geatly the whole of ube Sixth Forms will
Howed to appear for the pabliv examination,
- 4p bringing down sverages und giving a better
chancs to b ighter stadents It will be Lard en
the dull ones to be thus gic iliced and allowed
to w ste their entranee fees 3 but -they, poor
follows, will think themselves lucky to b:
aliowed to appear, snd will not atk why they
are sent in. : 5

Tn support of the statement thib not more
than 10 per cent.er so will be eligivle for admis-
cion, L m y state the following f et Ouy of|
thirseen boys itob rending comimercial sutij-cis
whom L sent up for the pubie exawinition |
this  year only two qualified. Ye oud
school obtained a higher averags than the Pre-
cidenoy in every subjec bub Algebia and Geo: |
metry, in which we gnived one Less, Tu 1011 the
Uhiversiy issued suggestions nov very duffer-
ent from the rales which are to cume into furce
next year, [ toak the certificates of my first:
| year iuss, and found that, had  these sugges-
tions been followed, 1 conld only have admitted
two or three of them. Yet in 1913, when these
boys appeared for the Interncdiate EX mina-
tion, 22 out of & class ot 32 passed, six of them
in the Fuirst Class.

Mangalore. W, ML,

correspoudence and rpeeches regaidit g the re-
ceut fuilures in the I termedinte aud S S L.
Ex-minations Everybody tlames the Examin-
ers, Probub'y the Examincrs deserve soie of the

criticism, but no one seems te go 10 the root of
the evil. My, Mark Hunter has tonclied it gensly: |
Lde not wish to elabyrate my points and talke
up your space. 1 shall stute eategorically the
caugesaf these failures. First and foremost is t' e
laxity with which boys are adwitted inte Furms !
for which they are nos fit. The grent mujority
of schioals covnt for their upkeep on fres fom
students gud are lax in this respect. Piivcipals
snd Headmasters are sul jected to persunsion
or coercign and boys are admitted into forms |
for which tley are mot fi. Prometions
from form to form are also made without cire
2nd serutivy. Sinee the withdrawal of Govern-
et from High School education, the evil
arising from laxity of admissiona and promo. |
tions has been prowing, and _the accumulate
evil is what we see in these failures, The in
spection of schools is very inefiiciently don
Some of the Inspectors, are incompetent to |
| teach thie eubjeots tanght in High Schools apd
Second Grade Colleges, The oaly quali:
ton of an Inspeotor is his knowledge of the
soisnce of teaching,” 1ot, D3 it observed, of |
tenching the subje 16 with in gchools and
Colleges, *The criticim teems with remarks
abont farpiture, applisuces, buildivgs, pliy-
grounds and gudens. Never any insight iuto e
& anner of teaching in the school in given. The
cormparatively small emoluments of masters ia
schols and Colleges has

R

He:

p made the Wwoik ugat: |
tractive and the personnel is withowt grit,entha |
siasm and conspicucus ability. You bave gob
three cinscs, inetlicient teaching, inefficient and |
nimnecessurily costly inupection and lax admise
Sonc and promotions and lack of ditcipliue in |
schaols and Colleges, : =
The failures, & few years ago, in the Matric-
ulstion Exsmination bscams notorious and ||
et the rain of many & poor famity. The S.S.L.
Examination was itended to minitise the evil,
and [ 4o nog think it has oy served its obj-ct,
| though there are wany Sastrls of edneation

| fully Mr. Hunters letters an
&re hob born out by facts. Tuke Kombakonuu,
for inetance, for the suictness with which ad-
Imissions were made forty years £go. A boy who
passed through the Ssrord Form in & Madras
fligh School and had been promoted to the
Thiid Form songht admission iuto the TownHigh
Sehool in 1872, He was admitted only iu the
Fust Form as he was not well up in r‘um:mmia
Tiiay boy appeated for the Mubrieulation in 1877
aloug with 30 other hoys from tie Uollge,
Which b d then its High School classes, and all
exoept three etudents passed, Those three ncver

ufter pissed the examination, though they »p-
peared in succeeding years. Where is the Hizh

Kihool or College that can now show & percent-
nge of passés -5 did the Kumbukoum Colege
B0 Tt Thire was mo falee sywpathy, no
W hith leniency in admissions or promuivLs.
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tiou we now witness. 1 know [ shiall be attacked
L)} ae beingnngratetul te the disinteres ed labouis of

Dhie only tededy tor the improvement of
High School education in the Presidency is for
Governmentito open A large number ot High
Schools in plices whare there nre 1o strong pri- |
vate agencies to carsy on High Sehool education,
The irflact ca of the edueatonal Missiousry hag
contributed a great deal towards the dete

' body of people working in the sweltering hias
of 6his unhenlthy land, bub this is my strong
conviction. Snow me a school where the -
sgewent pnb in honest moneg year after yeir
for the mpkecp of the cchool. [ except
vhe sehools and C lleges maintiined by the
Zemiadars in the N rth. All other insti afions
try to mike both ends meet from what they get
from students snd Government.

Peicentage of failures do oty as Mr, Hunter
says, give o comect idea of the situation.
Lo the early years Jaymen were asked to
examine the clssses in a school ar College
Civilian officers were University Bxaminers.
My, Weld, Mr. Wigram, Mr. Guigg, Mr (sow
Sir Harolc) Stuart and others were Exuminers
of thie University. The questi us they asked
breathed freshners and wvigour, ‘Tue Sshool-
musters, high and low, h ve formed a close
body, wnd, under the claim of specialisation,
the ouatside public (educated) hus no knowledge
of the doings of the fchools, 1f they ned, tle
clamonr ngainst the Uuiversity and its Examin-
ers would not be o very vehement as it is
gow. I[f Mis. Besant will walk into holf a
do: Hich Schools atrandom sud hear a pas-
suge in Eaglish prose ot poetry re d out by the
tedcher a1 d by the pupils she will then k o«
the condition of Engli=h tenching. 1f she will
ask the bags in theFifth or Sixth Foim to write
a short letter on any common topic she will
then probably modify her criticism, There s
no use clamouring for the leniency of the
University standards. The Senate might even
now ask a Cummnittee of Edueational « flicers nnd
1oy crities to 2e-examine the papers of & cerbuin
uamber of fail-d cardidates and vhus subisfy 6=
elf and the critics about the methods of the
Beaminers, The Examirers are not always
| rensonwble in their ways. But all the evilis
rot dne to them. !
have always bad something todo with High
aols in my & offici«l capucity and, thou h
S yman, have ventured to evter into this
contioversy, pob forgetting Pope’s line about
fools snd ngels, The complete withdrawal of
Goverrment from High ¢ chool educabion »od,
the monngement of biese schools by private
agencies, which 1 ok to the fee incom- mainly
for their npkeep, ixat the root of thedeter
joration and failures in examination but also in
other directivns. Bismarek is said to haveshared
the opinion of the great Nupoieon that he who
controlx the schools has thé futuie of &' e conn-
try in his keeping, The prescnt Geverument
contral is irritating and imperfect, and is really
of no beuefit to edueafion.
 Bellary, 14th July. ’ 8
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DEPARTMENT.

I | CUTTINGS FROM NEWSPAPERS.

1. Nuame of Paper— ‘ZKL #""/‘"}—W

The Univars;)" of Madras.

To THE EDITOR OF THE ‘‘HINDU.”
S1r,—With reference to your timely leading
article on “the Univesity of Madras” in the
“Hindn’' of yesterday, I am anxious to bring
hoeme to the minds of your readers the reponsi-
bility of our countrymen on the Syndicate and
on the Senate of the University for this highly
regrettable state of affairs. You rightly point
out that the University is even more bureaucra-
}’ tic in its methods than the Government. But,
just as there has been a failure on the part of
the Indian members of the Exscufive and
Legislative Councils of India to bring the weight
of their considered criticisms to bear on the
working of the administration; so there has been
a corresponding failure on the part of the Indian
members ofithe University. Nay, °the Indian
members have not unoften outdone the British
members in the Senate. i
Although I took part in the public meeting
held recently in Madras to protest against the
Jow percentage of passesin the Intermediate
examination and to ask for the issue of a supple-
| mentary list, I may say frankly that I never
had any hopes that it would be done. But T cer- |
| tainly hoped that the University would turn, |
with some searchings of heart, to find out what
D e huses of this abnormal state of affairs. |
No self-respecting University in the world can i
rest content with a system under which 80 per cent.
of their undergraduates failed to pass the Inter- i
mediate Examination. And, however much one
may feel that the University ought mnot to yield |
i, opular clamour and modify the results of its |
eﬁhinations once %vr.lb_liahed, still, even the most |
ardent advocate of niversity prestige ought te §
feel that the University ought not to permit a
state of things to exist under which such results ;
- are possible. e 3 {
Tt 48 mob the injustice  done to individual '
students which counts so much in my eyes—that
were an evil by itself—but the way in which the
higher education of the Indian youth in this part
of the country is being trifled with by people who
ouglit to know better. And the pity of it is that
our own, enuu(r{ﬁnen are willing or nuwilliuﬁ
D i 2

of the

There are two general aspects of the question
which I am anxious to pmint'o:xi:. The University
x S Tished Tor 3

is e an,

| diffusion of learning and culture in the land.

Al the colleges wherein the -undergraduates are

| trained are affiliated to the University under

| stringent conditions. In recent years the Uni-

versity has sent out commission after commis-

sion to inspect the colleges. The conditions of

affiliation make it clear that every college ought

to provide for the efficient and adequate instruc-

tion of their students in all the subjects pres-

cribed by the University. It is but charitable to
the University to assume that it has seen to it
that every college has satisfied these conditions.
¥ Indian students have been certified to be, as a
class, intelligent, hard-working and earnest.
Certainly, Madras students are not worse than
other Indian students. Nor cam they have
| suddenly developed into stupid beings in the year
i of grace, 1915. How, then, does it happen that
| these results are produced by our Colleges? Let

the examiners, the Moderation Board, the Syndi-

cate, and the Senate answer. The University |
are ab least to investigate this question

rovide  against the recurrence of !

A

‘whe Umiversity of Madras is supposed to bea
non-official body susceptible to publie opinion.
Nothing can be farther from the truth. The
Syndicate and the Senate seem to think that they
have the monopoly of wisdom in educa tional
matters. For example, in regard to the recent
failures in the University examinations there
has been a distinct and loud protest from all
parts of the Presidency; from  all
sections of the community; and by the entire
Press of the Presidency, Indian and Anglo-
Indian. But the University will notyield. Isita
 state of things which the Indian Public can to-
| lerate with equanimity ? Finally, any ten mem-
bers of the Senate could have forced an extra-
ordinary meeting of the Senate to discuss this
matter. There are surely ten Indian members
of the Senate whom we always see on public plat-
forms advocating India’s progress and who must.
feel that these results are no means conducive.
to such progress. Where are they ? Are they
afraid of their Anglo-Indian colleagues? Or,
are they callous >

8. SATYAMURTI.

Purasawalkam, July 17.

m
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3. ‘Dated—— 5 7___7,_ g

" Failures in the Intermediate
Examination.

To, Tue Eprror 0F THE “Hinpu’

Str,—The failure list has been published and it
furnishes a woeful falo when analysed. Out of
3,869 that have gone up 2,899 have failed purely in
English not to speak of other subjects. This
appalling  figare should compel every one
to take a stock of things and see what
measures are to_be concerted for relieving the
tension created by the gravity of the situation.
‘There can be no question that the standard of
‘the examination is_abnormally, high when com-
\pared with what obtains in sister presidencies

), land in view of that the students have been exert- :

ing a good deal to keep up to the level of the
|standard required. There onght to be special
reasons which contributed for_the sudden change
brought about during the short space of

- months. The failures must be attributed either
1to the incompetency of the candidates or the
teaching staff or the unsympathetic valuation
by the examiners. Regard being had to
‘the - Presidency averages secured in the School
Pinal they should show that the effi-
ciency of the students is on the increase fand |
the credit goes t0 the teaching staff. It cannot |

baneful result. When no liability could be
attached to them fthe only inference which the
| results suggest should be the valuation of the!
papers by examiners who are mostly Indians and
_ the whole charge should be 1aid at theiri doors. ' s
Culture and sympathy are different elements and
if the examiners had been influenced by the
element of sympathy the rigour in the valuation
| would have disappeared and the resulb will have
been satisfactory. The examiners defend them-
| 24765 by relying upon rules guiding valuation. I
do not think the rules have  been productive of
much misehief. We must pause at this critical
. position to which matters have reached and see
B Poo best course by which the danger can be
averted. There has been a good deal of agitation

! but the ery has been a cry in the wilderness as it
| could not influence the = authorities to change
| their attitude. The abuormal failures have
had the_effect of ruining several students
and families. To remove the friction caused |
a supplementary list of passes’ shounld 1
have been issued but the Syndicate deelined to
i with the results already announced. The |
Y te will not be justified in turning a deaf i
2ar to the complaint and if it cares for affinity | |
t is not too late to mend matters. May I ask the
Syndicate to look’to the seriousness of the situa-: |
i consider the Resolution relatiog to the
i tem 1nto the

Tate h |
emothered in the Senate ‘meeting held last year. |
The members of the B¢ > |
the grave responsibility attached to them and the i
duty they owe to the country and should support |
the resolution. 1 3 !
dare say that such a  decision will |
greatly enhance the reputation of the Senate |
—F which as matters stand at_present appears ‘
o

2 -  callous to the public teeliv1‘§: o ! J
£ _ ELLORB. 2 | 3 R /@
T | 3 : i
LS 5 ‘
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NOTES.

Educational Department.:

4 aréft acknowledgment for' the communications

Veeeived is submitted below.

A collection of 'cuttings in regard to,ths
fallures at the receént' Intermediato end the

Secondary School Leaving Certificate Bxaminations,
together with the proceedings of the Ledrss
neeting, ds also submitted, as‘personally directed

by the Secretary.

A great deal has been said of late.
.

regarding the actlon of the University in
restricting the admissionWl of the holders of
2 ‘ﬂo Secondary School Leaving'Certifioates into

colleges, also in regard Ho the low perqg'ntg'ge

of pssses at the recent Intemediste examing-
. o ;

tipn. Cuttings have been made 2rém the

newspapers reperding both subjects and are

Delow. Al5o MAMMASANG comunics-
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NOTES. : ﬂ Poge 2
[P% .
4. So Tar as I could see thére is no
action that the Government could teke in the
matter just now. I understend that both

questions will gome up b

University
very soon and form the subject of discussion
in the Senate. Please see the proceedings

&

of th

(G}

public meeting in Madras. Two
resolutions were iaassed at the meeting in
Madras. The first one d?plored the small
'percen*&:a\jes of passes in the Intermedigte
and the Secondary' School E.Gavilng Uer'bificai}e
Exmninations: The second resoltion was to

Sl

the effect that the University Wease be

requested to revise the marking @

Intermediate examination and is

=
®

supplementary 1list of passes*so as to work *
up the percentage; and also that the

Ur

versity should be requested to withdraw

the instructions issued by it to colleges as .

,bo the standard of marks required from

students for admission.

3. We could weit and see what action the
. »

University
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The moderating board for the ’(ntermediate

.| ‘exemination met and discussed the marks obtained
|

I by the candidates and decided.

(1) to raise the marks of all candidates who

e j A
falled to pasﬂ the examinauon by 5 % or

| less in one subject only so as to permit

-‘ e i i them to pass.
‘ b o : w ! (2) to pass all .candidates who obtained first
«? ol awed Biw "c}‘asﬂs' marks on the total, no matter how :
H sl E _ badly they had done in one subject.
SRR Y

(3) To consider the individual cases of all
candidates who had good marks on the whole
and ;50 give, if possible, grace marks to
enable}_}hem vto pass,

Before the moderation was made only 731 céndidates

| 3

or 19,5 /% would have passed. The Board passed 295 ¢

additional candddates making a total of 1026 or
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In English the board allowed all candidates

who were within 5 marks of passing to be granted
‘ .

:the required number, up to 5, to permit them to pass.

i 2. Asi regards the percentage of passes it may
= >

‘be noted that though the percentage is low, the

inumher of candidates that have passed is up to the

average, (vide statement attached which kindly retursw.

when 1o longer frequired), Reference is also solicite

;ad to the numbers reading in the 1st year Intémedialz
‘class in 1913-14 and the second years Intermediate

.
class of 1914-15 compared witl} those in former yeam
‘in these classes. I would also invite attention to

| the two letters written by Iir. Vark Hunter which
1 K

appeared in the "Madras Mail" dated 8th July 1915

and 12th July 1915 - especially to the latter.

3, The Syndicate also directed the Registrar to
o >

. |draw the attention of the Heads of Colleges to para 3
o :

4 of his circular No. 1344 dated 10th Warch 1915

(copy attached for reference) wherein it is stated ‘

that the instructions of. the Syndicate are this year

“}‘recommendations" only, Principals of Colleges are thes

1

free to use their discretion in the matter of

’admissions. It is contemplated by the Syndicate to

issue different instructions for next year, but the

|lines on which such instructionswill issue cannot be

stated until it has received all the returns caliled .

for from the Colleges and has analysed them.
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L. No action seems to be called for -on the part -

of Government. /{q 5 LO«)
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No. 2132
SENA?E Housg, dpril 10, 1915.

From
FRANCIS DEWSBURY, Esq., B.A., LL.B.,
Registrar of the University of Madras,
To
THE PRINCIPALS OF ALL COLLEGES AFFILIATED IN ARTS.
SIR,

I have the honour to enclose herewith an amended copy of this office letter,
No.1344 of March 10, 1915, regarding the admission of holders of completed Secondary
School-leaving Certificates to University Courses of Study.

Tt will be observed that in para. 5 the wording of the recommendations numbered
(b) and (c) has been slightly altered, so as to remove the ambiguity in the original

_recommendations when read with para. B (@) (i) of the circular.

9. In this connection I am directed to state that in considering Secondary School--
leaving Certificates issued by the Government of Travancore,
(i) Geography, History and Drawing placed in Group A among the compulsory
. subjects should be regarded as equivalent to the corresponding subjects in
Group B of the Madras Secondary School-leaving Certificate Scheme,
Nature Study, one of the compulsory subjects in Group A, should be regarded
as equivalent to Science in Group B of the Madras scheme,
and, consequently, for the purpose of ascertaining the eligibility of Travancore
students for admission to Intermediate courses, the only subjects of Group
A of the Travancore Scheme to be considered under para. 2, B (@) (i) of this.
office circular letter, No. 1844, dated March 10, 1915, will be English
(including Composition—the marks in the two subjects being combined and
reduced to one percentage), Vernacular Composition and Translation, and
Elementary Mathematics, the remaining subjects of that Group being treat-
od as subjects under Group B of the Madras scheme and as coming only
under the operation of para. 5 («) of the circular under reference.

(i)

(111)

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
FRANCIS DEWSBURY, B.A, LL.B.,
Registran,.




.f! mended

No. 1544
SENATE -House, March 10, 1915.

From
THE REGISTRAR OF THE
University of Madras,

To
THE PRINCIPALS OF ALL COLLEGES AFFILTIATED IN ARTS.

SR,

I have the honour to inform you that the Syndicate has accepted a recommendation’
of the Senate that mo holder of a completed Secondary School-leaving Certificate be
admitted to a University course of study, or registered as a Matriculate unless he has
obtained a minimum percentage. of marks in such subjects as may be specified by the
Syndicate.

2. The Syndicafe, accordingly, has resolved —

A. That the marks obtained by a holder of a Secondary School-leaving Certificate
before being made the basis of admission to an affiliated college, should he
moderated as follows :—

The individual mark gained by him for the last year at school in each -

subject of Groups Aand C of the Secondary School-leaving Certificate
Scheme should be multiplied by the average mark for the school at
the public examination and the result divided by the average mark
of his class for the last year at school. The figure thus obtained
should be added to the individual mark gained by him at the public
examination and the total should then be divided by two.

B.(@) That admission to University courses should he restricted to those holders of

completed Secondary School-leaving Certificates whose final marks as mode- &

rated above are above the Presidency or State average*

: in the final exami-
nafion

(i) by fifteen marks’(of which five marks shall be in English) in the
subjects of Group A taken together,
(i) by five marks in each of any two of the subjects in Group C.

(b) That any student who has failed to qualify for admission to a University course
of study by reason of deficiency in any subject or subjects should be required
to undergo a supplementary course at school in all subjects and to appear
again at the public examination in the subject or subjects in which he failed to
qualify, and his eligibility for admission should be then determined by the
marks gained by him after moderation as follows :—

(1) in the case of the subjects in which he fa
admission, as in para. 2 A. above, his lates!
examination marks being taken,

iled to qualify for
% school and public

3

(i) in the case of the subjects in which he previously qualified for
admission, by multiplying the individual mark obtained by him
afischool during the supplementary year by the average mark of
the school at the public examination of that year and dividing
the result by the average mark of his clags for the same year
at school.

3. Tam directed to state that it is the intention of the Syndicate that from and after
the year 1916-7 the selection of candidates for admission to University courses of study
shall be made by the Principals of affiliated colleges only from among those eligible under
the rules adopted as above which in that year will come info force as express ‘rules and
directions’ issued under Regulation 166 (a). The Syndicate proposes to issue from time
to time, for the guidance of Principals, recommendations similar to those of previous
years as to the candidates eligible for admission under the rules who should be admitted 1}
particular courses of study. It should be clearly understood that these rules lay down
merely the mini preliminary qualification for admission to University courses of
study; a considerable discrefion is still left to the Principals of colleges as to which
among those students so preliminarily qualified should be admitted to the colleges.

4. I am further directed to state that for the year 1915-6 the resolutions in para. 2
above may be considered not as ‘rules and divections’ issued under Regulation 166 (a),
but as recommendations which, however, ought to be observed as strictly as possible in
making admissions to colleges for the ensuing academical year ; and that the certificates
of all students admitted contrary to these recommendations during the year must be
submitted to the Syndicate for inspection, together with a full statement of the special
grounds upon which such students were admitted.

In this connection I may add that the several Directors of Public Instruction have
been requested to arrange, if possible, for the ﬁn@l nmrl_\'s as moderated according to the
foregoing resolutions being shown upon each certific ate issued.

5. I have to call the attention of the Principals of colleges to the following further
recommendations of the Syndicate for their guidance in making admissions for the
year 1915-6 :—

(@) Any marked deficiency in the subjects of Group B on the pla,l't of a c.a,ndidn,tfe
otherwise eligible for admission should be considered a disqualification until
such deficiency has been removed as the result of a supplementary course
at school.

(b) Students proposing to take Vernacular Composition under .‘F’art II of the
courses for the Intermediate Examination should have gained moderated
marks under the above rules at least five above the ‘P_resiflency or State
average in the final examination in Vernacular Composition in Group A of
“the School-leaving Certificate course.

(c) Students proposing to study the subjects of Intermediate Group i s.hould ?uve
taken the public examination in at least two of the th-r-ee follovivmg sub]efz'lfs
under Group C, viz.:—(i) Algebra and Geometry, (ii) Physics, and (iii)
Chemistry, and have gained the minimum number of moder?lted final marks
therein, and moderated marks at least five above the PreS{dency or State
average in the final examination in Flementary Mathematics, and should
also have shown aptitude in Science. e

osing to study the subjects of Intermediate Group ii shoul

2 Stizxtsal«i:s};he pgublic exnnZina,tion i; at least two of the followi?g subje.cts
under Group C:—() either Botany or Algebra and Geometry, (i) Physics,
and (iii) Chemistry, and have gained the minimum nm?lber of moderated
final marks therein, as well as in Elementary Mathematics, and should also
have shown aptitude in Science.

ci



4

(¢) Students proposing to take Intermediate Group iii should have taken the-

public examination under Group O in the History of England, if they

propose to take a History subject, and in any language they propose to-

take for the Intermediate Examination in Arts and have gained the minimum

number of moderated final marks thelem, and should have shown aptitude-

in Geography and History of India.

I have the honour fo be,
Sir, ¥
Your most obedient servant,

FRANCIS DEWSBURY, B.A, LL.B.,
Registrar.

S.P.0.X. PRESS, UNIVERSITY PRINTERS, MADBAS—1015.

Beott, 118 (a)—12-1-16.
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