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Statinz with reference to Government Endorsement No}1267—l,
Educational, dated 22nd April 1915, that it is not expedient
desirable to hold the'examination in the Precis-writing Test

a year.

-

ExuLos REs.

w0 e AR

Siz,

With referefee to Government Endorsement No.1267—1;5
BEducational, dated 22nd April 115, I have the hon
that the question of holding1é9°01ql Tth uhavl ations
a yvear has been before Government more than once and has frs
guently been referred to the Commissioner for.cdovernment Bxa

minations. for remarks. Mr. Logan when acting Commissioner

.

for @overrment Examinations‘reportéd in his letter No.174/2
' :
dated 16th May 1007 read in G.C., No.399, Educational, dated

22nd June 1907‘that he was strongly opposed to any fawourabl

$o

consideration of ‘the question. His arguments as summarise

were that almost all the'Special Tests were of egual impor
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to the several Departments and that if the ﬁxamination in
one test was to be held twice & year, the same procedure should
be adopted in the case of other tests also, that there would

be an enormous increase in the work of this office, that it

would be difficult to zet suitable Exa:iners twice in the year

] ; - -+tions in the o
and there would be the danger of the precautions 1n e ela
borate system of gsafecuards against fraud being ineffective.

ided 1 > 7Yl was 1no in ronr oFf
It may be added that the Board of Revenue was not in favour of

the proposal.

When the same questlon axose subsequently, Sir Alfrfj
Bourne sharing the views of Mr. Lozan, pointed out in his lett
to Government No.1709 dated 20th May 161 'thai the reduction i §
the period available for
number of second or further failures and that the praoposal =
would dislocate work in all public yffices where the candidate

employees

-

wexre most

o P et A i IR R PN T~ B % o ¥ TSR 1, .
M.R.Ry. K. S. Sambasliva Ayyar 1. 11l letter TO utne
~+ wr +} m LY, - ~1A s
Secretary to the Trichinopoly Bar Association, now under refer—
- v 4 o ~ Y S +1 ’ 3 ware 3 m + ~rovr 244 o d1A~F
ence., states that for the Precis-wriling TeSt Ver little stu
~ ~Anlre o a1t rard and Lot Aano- - mnant ' mAare Ttharn amn] + 3 i
»f books is required and that one month is more than ampl€ ULES
- 3
AT Y atin mi LS + 1 114 ] ~rt Ty + 4 at+it o= 3 v+f«"
for preparation. This &2 the usual optimilistlc atltltuds aaarvya§

ations of all kinds, and may be discounted forthwith The re-

JULLUT Vile - 44T
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he test are generally poor notwithstanding e high

for preparation is rather low. Even now when b

is held annually, candidates do not find sufficien time or
opportunities to make the necessary preparation for this test,
and if the anmination were made half-yealy, candidates would

pe at a further disadvantage in as much -as they would have

fewer opportunities for exercises and gractice



precis than they now have between consecutive tests with the

f' : 2 probable result that they would only add to the failures.

AL T In this connection I bez to enclose the Report of - =
: '1"’7*57/ C"F Mr. Reilly, I.C.S. who was Examiner in Precis-writing last

vear.

{".~N§ In° these circumstances, I.am strongly of opinion that
it is not expedient or desirable to hold the Examination in

-
the Precis-writing Test twéce a vear instead of once as at

'

present. The interval of one vear between two Examination

. -

i8 a decided advantagze to the candidates as well as

Several offices to which the candidates belong.

2. The current is herewith returned.

A T Pt et &
I have the honour to b




Examiner's” opinion.

7

: %

precis-writing Test.

1914. .

The subject matter of the papfers seb for this test
was of very zeneral interest and one which might be expected

to apgeaﬂ-especially to those appearing for the Special Test

Examinations.

7

The papers themselves were not voluminous and might hazvf

been ﬁ?d and assimilated by any candidale with a reasonable

ct

command of English within two hours.

The time allowed was hours which would therefore hav:

.
- e

been ample for drafting and finally framing the precis.

The results nevertheless were of the most dis

)
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character. If the candidates read the instructions not one

in ten can have understood them and of those not a dozen can
4+ 1,
th

be said to have Exm really produced & precis of the whole

correspondence.

of thqﬂ;ew who did make a precis of any kind the majoxrd

confined their precis to the proposals and made a Summary

the arguments saying “the Collector of - said this,” or "GhS

Collector of-was in favour", and "the Collector of - was ag

the proposals.”

-

The logziecal faculties of almost all “he candidates wcz%
apparently in complete abeyanoerfor,barely a dozen out of 34:_‘
grasped the fact that the medical opinion as to the degfee 3
gsepticaemia developed in a human placue patient was the kev

A\

the whole new procedure.

+ 1

This was apparently the result of my having placed th
Suregeon—-QGeneral's letter containing his opinion at the end

the cgrrespondence.(which was of course,done intentionally)'

The command of English shown by the candidateswas uﬁ%
pectedly poor. I say " unexpectedly” for I have examine &

/
the ﬁpecial Fests for several wvears and should have expecte

DR e Wl
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standard.

nably is that. it

8 mueh more difficult to make a composition in En:

an ordinary examination paper.

to answer the quest

elling ai

Many of th

grammarxr

usual.
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even wors€

300 of the
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