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"I NEED FOR A COMMIS-
SION

THE }[adras Times, in a strongly wordi

N\

leading article on the recent Intermediats:
results, remarks : “If ever a Commission was’
wanted, a Commission would surely be desir-
able to enquire into the vagaries of the:
Madras University.” We heartily sup--
port this  view, though so far as
popular opinion goes, no Commission is
irequired to explain the cause of the
(| vagaries. They are due, in the first instanee,
to the power of the so-called e in the
] ' educational system and the university. Time
was when many of the Professors of Missioa-
ary Colleges, headed by Dr, William Miller,
used to join hands with non-official membess
to keep the experts within certain
‘bounds; but now the Buropeans hawe
all joined together, and the Missionaries say
'ditto to whatever the experts may propose.
| The Government have been keeping fully
2loof, so that the experts, who also are the
examiners, are allowed full scope for good or
evil ; and unfortunately they are now in such
a mood that the result of their activities is
‘rarely useful from the popular standpoint.
But though the cause of the vagaries is thus
fairly clear, weshould welcome a Commission.
‘even if it be only or the simple reason of « un-
i vincing the Goverament that something is
radically rotten in the University, and that it
has a notorious craze for keeping down  the
percentage of successful students. And we
believe the Government will admit the
strength of the case for the appointment
of the Commission. For, they cannot
deny the fact that their own efforts to

(. examinations of the University have almost

completely failed. Seeing mainly that not

! more than a fourth of the candidates escaped

| the Matriculation guillotine, they introduced
i the School Final Scheme, which robbed the
examiners of their pleasant annusal
carnival; but the latter were more than
a match for them. They at once took
hold of the opportunity afforded by
the Intermediate, and if the Government
should intervene and act matters right re-

prdbabﬂity,‘tra.nsfer their mischief to the B.A.

‘have also indireet ways of checking the pre-
ress of higher education. Have they not
succeeded in introducing many inconvenient
rules, to gain thatiend, regarding the estima
by the Principal of a- School-Leaving Certifi-
eats They are choking off the supply of
students in the most cruel way.

lessen the average number of failures at the

garding the same, the examiners will, in all

And we should not forget that the experts

!Have they not thus succeeded in thus
lowering the number of admissions into
the Junior Intermediate class? That shows
that the evil to be nipped lies at the Toot of
the present educational system, and what is
needed is a drastic reform, which will lay the

|axeat the very base of the influence of the

| misguided * educationists”, :
| If the Government should be pleased to |
| accept the suggestion, we would respectfully
draw their attention to the need for appoint-
ing an impartial Commission, in which the 1
public will have full confidence, A Commis-
sion consisting of a majority of members from
the very people whose activities are now
criticised is worse than  useless. It
is, of course, quite possible that, like the
majority of members of the Solomon Com- ]
mission, which terminated Indian controversy
in South Africa, the educationists here may |
keep their personal prejudices in the back-
ground ; but we are afraid the chances of this
happening are very few, too few fo run the

the Commission is that it should have a
strong Indian element, composed, as far as

tional Department. It will be ludicrous, and
perhaps equally harmful, to follow the policy
of the Government of India exemplified in its
appointment of the Committee to consider the
wheat question—a Committee, ‘usefully
independent of Indians, to which is mainly
due the presenf acute situationin the Panjab.

of an independent nature, but it is like a
dose of quinine to a malaria patient,
bitter at first but highly efficacious in its.
permanent effects. In fact, considering the
{nature of the vagaries to be investigated, a
| Commission without a strong Indian element.

would be useless, and in view of the annual

‘mischief and misery which the present
system has been creating, we hope the Gov-
|ernment will seriously consider the advis-
ability of accepting the timely suggestion of
the Madras Times, ;

risk. The second important point regarding

possible, of people independent of the BEduca- |

Of course the admission ot Indians is trouble-
some, especially if they happen to  be |
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7 FROM THEFRONT
“THE fate of our students is still pressing |
much upon my mind, and now has come ano-
ther blow, the disas “rous results of the School |
Leaving Certideate examination, It is said
that the failures are somewhere about
90 per cent. of the candidaftes, - The figures |
| available are not yet sufficient for a general
statement, but let us take two as typical :
in Travancore, 60 boys have passed out.of
1022; in aschool I know, whose Headmaster
is one moss hizhly approved by the Dapart- |
ment, not one boy hus passed. '
**x i
Has some cloud of stupidity suddenly de-

scended upon the youths of the Presidency of |

Madras ? Or is the Universiby of Madras bent |
on' strangling education? One of these |

alternatives must be true, and the first is un- |
|likely. Many of us know these students by the |
score; we lecture to them, and note their bright |
intelligence, their alert faces, theirquick un-/
derstanding, The fault does not lis with the |
boys. It lies with the Uuniversity. The ex-
aminations have been made unduly difficult; |
the papers set are not reasonable, Consgeqn- |
ently the boys fail literally by the thousand.
¥*
What is to become of them? If the
[ University is determined not to have
themthey certainly ought not to
be turned loose into the world, so
slenderly equipped. ‘They might well pass on
into some kind of contir uation schoal,if higher
education is to be closed to them ; a commer-
cial school, where book-keaping, short-hand, 1
typa-writing, precis- writing might be taught.
| They might be tauzht applied chemistry |
and trained for use in factories. Men are
wanted for industries of all kinds, and our
boys are going to waste.
A
. Is the University to be allowed by Govern- {
mens to check higher education? Have the |
wicked statements of Sir Valentine Chirol and
the T¥mes, falling into the eager ears of our !
Anglo-Indians, made them determine to !
regard education as the cause of sedition and |
so to crush the cookatrice-egg? If so, it i
would be fairer to close their schools openly, |
as sources of mischief, instead of turning
these half-educated lads loose on the world, ;
knowing nothing by which theyv are able to :
!earn an honest living, walking the streets in |
F ever-growing despair.

{

i

*s

All who have to do with schools and
colleges are dreading the beginning of next,
month, dreading the crowds of sad young
faces, the pitiful appeals for help, im- I
possible to meet. There are thousands |
of these coming to Madras. What are we to
do with them? What are we tosay to them ?}
How weare to save them from the gulf into
which the examiners ruthlessly push them?‘
The demand for a Commission of Enquiry,
voiced by the Madras Times, echoed by
ourselves, ought to be granted, butit will not
help us for the moment, while the Commls-‘
sion is enquiring, the boys are perishing.
*Fx :

Something fundamentally wrong theraf
must be when after so many years of work,
so many years of professedly good teaching,
with “efficient schools” and “trained teachers,”
the boys are left so lamentably ignorant that
they are not fit to goon into a college. To God
and to the Nation we elders havs to answer
for these boys. How are we 'to meet our

responsibilities ? ]
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father wo have been if could have lived
.tolfa:'élsei;andhls7ﬂb\w-, irgt Lord of the Admi-
ralty! Introducing Winston as-a-schoolboy to
a friend, Lorg,mgaulph said, iHaln T8k mach
yet, you know, but he’s . a good ‘un.”

Shall we endorse the father's verdict and
say of Winston Churchill, “He’s a good ‘an?’

University of Madras.

RULES FOR ADMISSION INTO THE
INTERMEDIATE Crass.

The following are the Resolutions of the
Syndicate passed as it meeting held on February
9. 1915, on the question of issuing rules and
directions in connection with the admission of
lsgléﬂ(el)xtato affihated Colleges, under Regulation
(a)— ;
1. That $he recommendation of the Senate
that no holder of a ‘completed Secondary
Schools Leaving Certificate be admitted
to a University Course of Study, or
registered  as a Matricalate,  unless
he has obtained a minimum percentage of marks
in such subjeécts as may be specified by the
Syndicate, be aceepted.
2. That the marks obtained by a holder of a
Secondary School Leaving Certificate should,
before being made the basis of admission to an
affiliated College, be moderated as follows:—
The individual mark gained by him for the last
year at school in each subject of Groups A and
C of the Secondary School Leaving Certificate
Scheme should be multiplied by the average mark
for the sckoolat the Public Examination
and the result divided by the average
mark of his class for the last year at school. The
figure thus obtained should be added to the in-
dividual mark gained by him at the Public
Examination ab the total should then be divided
by two,
» 3. (a) That admission to University Courses
should be restricted to those holders of complet-

whose final marks as moderated above are above
the Presidency or State average in the Final
Examination.

(i) by 15 marks (of which 5 marks shall be
English) in  the subjects of Group A taken
together.

(i1) by b marks in each of any two of the
subjects in Group C.

(b) That any students who has failed to qualify
for admission to a University Course of Study
by reason of deficiency in any subject or subjects
should be required to undergo a supplementary
course at school in all subjects and to appear
again at the Public Examination in the sabject or
subjects in which he failed to qualify, and his
eligibility for admission should then be deter-
mined by the marks gained by him after modera-
tion as follows :— :

(i) in the case of the subjects in which he failed
to qualify for admission, as in para 2 above, his
latest School and Public Examination marks
being taken, : _ g ;

(i1) in the case of the subjects in which he pre-
viously qualified for admission, by multiplying
the individual mark obtainedi by him at school
during the supplementary year by the average
mark of the school at the Public Examination of
of that year and dividing theresultby the average
mark ot his class for the same year at school.

sion toUniversity Coursesof Study shounld be made

among those eligible under the rules 2 and 3 and

a8 taken
en he first
‘o them

that for the guidance of Principals the Registrar
be directed to issue a circular or recommendations
 similar to those of previous years, in which there

ed Secondary School-Leaving  Certificates,

4. That the selection of candidates for admis~

by the Principals of affiliated Colleges from .

-~
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THere is nothing to be done Jjust now and

I beg to recommend that the papers be racordsd. #
ﬁThe rules for admission into the Intermadiate

1 g :

jclass, issuéd by the University scme time ago,

land referred to at page 10 ante will improve matters,
When greater discrimination is exercised in making 7

admissions into the Intsrmediate class, the resutt

-
is bound to be an improvement in the percentage of

passes in the Intermediate examination, Jﬂ
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AL TR “ﬁve successi\"e years, the new system has 1’
p Lo, ; tbeen working fairly well, though com-
THE UN1V g Y

ok L ER‘SITY OF MADRAS. iplaints were often heard of the hardships
! THE DISASTROUS RESULT5 IN THE LAST | to which pupils, especxally of schools not
|| Intermediate examination and  the l-attached to Colleges, had to undergo in
issue of the Secondary School- leaving ‘,gettmrr admitted to the University course. |
certificates according to .the recent in- It was a grievance for which a proper
structions issued by the Syndicate of the ‘xsolutlox_n was to be found in the increase mi
University of Madras, have once more re. the number of Colleges under a system of |

vived the familiur expressions of deep _.diberal State grants. But, the spectacle of |
resentment against the University which

J

/ i Colleges admitting a larg'r number of
{used to be heard five years ago. During | Istudents than under the old system could
| | mot fail to excite the suspicions'of a body
who sat for the Tntermediate examination | |of men who were all for efficiency- and
I have been coming out suceessful, and the . |rigour and “for restricting thﬁA out-
ingtitution of the Secondary School-leaving ¥ Ljput of gcvaduates. The fixst batch of
certificate system with its elasticity and holders of 8§, 8. L. Certificates appeared
the discretion given to Principals of Col- #or the Intermediate examination in March
leges in regard to the admission of students 1913 and out of 2,450 candidates that
have had despite many complaints of arbi- -appeared, 820 were declared suceessful,
trary action, the effect of bringing some ‘which works ont at a percentage of 334,
sorely needed relief to the student-popula- In the subscquent years, in 1914, and 1915,
tion. But the events of this fear have prov- ‘the number appearing fO{:hlS examina-
ed that the public have been*under a false ‘tion rose to 3,200 and 3,8€3 T‘G‘EPQCUVG_IY-
‘Sense of security, and that, evbn if we had the’numbex of srxcpessful candidates being
a perfect syStem  which the ingenuity of 1,160 8ﬂ.d 13963 311‘1. the percentage of
men might evolve, it could be wrecked by ‘passes being 39 and 275 per cent. respec-
“the veactionary forces in the University. diyely. Tt will be * seen; therefore, that
Our readers ¢ may - recolleet  that the ~until this'year, the percentage of passes
objects aimed at by the institation of the rand t_hgfgtﬁl_n}mbg» REareSucsesial

/8.8 L. C. system in 1910 were to remove 'have not been unsatisfactory, when com-
the Matriculation examination—which was pared with the pre—S. S. L. C. system
" heneycombed with abuses amounting to | | days. It may 'be that the exercise of a|)
a seandal—from the dominating position | | sounder, more discriminating judgm'enti
it occupied and provide each pupil with a in regard to admissions into Colleges might |
carefully prepared certificate showing his 'have raised this percentage ; but such evils
progress in school during the High School as arise from the exercise of discretion
course and the marks obtained by him should ‘be left to he eradicated by the
. at the flnal examination held under increasing good sense oﬁ Principals and
the auspices of Government: It was the reputation of each College as judged
| chiefly because the public had become by the results at the Intermediate examin-
| thoronghly disgusted with the perversity ation. But, the adherents of - the school
of the Matriculation examiners, who would we have adverted to, were dissatisfied with
not pass more than about 20 per cent. of the state of things under which a very

A ks

| this period, a fair percentage of students

the candidates appearing for the Matricu- large number—quite unprecedented in
lation examination, that the new scheme fact—studied in Colleges, and the Syndi-
‘was received with some amount of public cate proposed last year, to restrict. this
supoort. In other parts of India, in tendency by, among other methods,
Bombay, and Bengal for instance, and ' visiting the erring Principals with
quite recently in the Punjab, the introduc- punishment—the punishment taking

tion of a similar sechemeis being vigorously

opposed for the very satisfactory reason

~that the Universities of these Provinces

have been able to eontrol the Matricula-

tion  examination the results of which

| have not been quite as bad as _they had |
..l)eeu in Madras. It is worthy of remark that |
‘the “Madras Umvers:ty very readily

\acqmesced in the proposal of Government
and consented to recognise holders of these
aerhﬁcates who were admitted into Colleges |
a8 matriculates of the University.

the form of the removal of their names
from a list, published by the Syudicatg,
of those who were authorised to admit
pupils to Colleges.

8
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This proposa] which
emanated from the Syndxcate was object- |

ed to and finally, the Senate declded to |~

[ take .away  the discretion of the
‘heads  of Colleges  altogether and
‘said that holders of these certifi-

“cates’ should not be admitted to a
University course unles‘?‘they had obtain-
ed a minimum percentage of marks in
certain subjects, to be prescribed by the

Syndxcate from time to time, the ahove
minimum to be fixed on the basis of the'
public examination marks as well as the
school marks; the latter being moderated
lin all cases with reference to the school
‘average in t;he public. exammatwn As
; We pointed out at the time, this proposal
deparbed’-*fmm the object of the S, §. I (o)
{ schewme in a most important respect. But
the principle of mo¢ leration Would, it was
thought, provide a corrective to the whimg
of examiners and the over liberality of
ischool masters. But the rules now issued
by the Syndicate, in virtue of the pewer
granted to 1t by the Senate, ‘make it abun-
‘dantly clear that the counsels of the restric-
‘tion school have obtained the upper hand.
From the rules, which are publlshed else-
where, it will be seen that, apart from

moderahou, there is ubposed another
dxsabllxty on candidates who have to
obtam, m “order to “become qua‘hﬁed for'
,admxssmn into Colleges, a certain number
| of marks above the prestdency average in
| certain subjects. We are assured—the

large  number of  commaunications'
we have published on this sub-
jeet add strength  to that . fear—that

- the working of thess rules will very
‘[ appreciably reduce the number of students
eligible to get admission into the Inte-
mediate class, a result which ° was
not even thought of as a possibility
five years ago, and which would
)| tend to revive all the horrors of the
| old Matriculation exammahon with that |
name left out. Itis stated thatin a few |
schools in the ‘mofus here is not even |
one ca’uﬂldate who sahaﬁes the conditions
unposed by the Syndicate and that Some-
thmg like consternation ‘exists in the
minds of parents andaboys The Universi-
ty of Mudras accepted the new scheme
(five years ago without any reservation.
i Trito the defects of the system itself, which

a few years’ working has bmught to hght
i . not now enter.

| 'school examinations, the negleet

/ The frequc

subjects, the vagaries of examine:
absence, on the Board for the aw
S. 8. L. Certificates, of Jpersons
‘éxperience of High ~ School
are some of the defects which
to be looked into. There would
also to be a great deal of confusio
mindg of the Board, the _teach
parents ag regards the prine
lying the scheme, and there

that, on account of the
system is not worked as it
jall of hich &
[cate that the )
‘well advised fo call for a re esb;;:
' conference to deliberate upon the e
1 of the improvement of the g
early date. But for the Universi
g0 back upon its decision and
(very object of the new 8y
take up a. raspousxblhty
it cannot satisfactorily discharge,
rﬁ'ﬁe exercise of which it cannot
the charge of a tendency to restrict
‘education made against it. The Uni
| sity, by prescnbmg the new rules
I " not merely run a coaeh-andswn

the scheme whxch it ﬁul[y approved of
for the loss “incurred from whic
receives a compensiation. By ail
tlﬂs course, it virtually takes bac
power it once wielded, and tells the
ernment that, so  far as ad i
University course is concer

prepared to recognise their
as in any way. bind
| To add force, as it were, to
of the University,. the e
recent Intermediate Ex
mercxlessly plucked as ma
cent. of the Qandjdatﬁ

obstinucy and
University—the
methods to dbst
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“TO UNDERSTAND FULLY HOW THE SCHOOL
Final Scheme has failed to fulfil the
hopes created in its early days regarding
Pt‘.ﬁ'”percent;a,ge of students which it will
permit to be admitted into the junior
Intermediate class, a knowledge of the
system of moderating the marks obtained
by the student in the public examina-
tion is essential. The moderation process

is based on an algebraical formula, which
may be thus expressed. The marks which
the student obtains in the class are|
multiplied by the * school average ”
'in the public examination. The product
is divided by the * class average”.
To the dividend are added the marks

examination and the sum divided by two.

the Presidency average by five. The effect
of moderation is both ways, fto raise or
decrease the marks: of the student in
the public examination, b‘ut 'sttangely
enough, the mnet result almost
always disastrous. If a student is to bene-
fit by the system of moderation based on
the current formula, the following condx-
tions should be sahsﬁed (1) The per-
_centage of marks obtained by other
schools should be kept low, 50 ‘that the
resulting Pres1dency average may be low.

| (2) The marks obtained by his own class-

mates in the school should be low, so that

‘ l the class average is kept as low as pos-
| sible while his own marks are high. (3)

At the same tlme the marks his class-

[ 'mates obtain in the public examination
“shouldbe high. No student can satisfy.

| these conditions, because they are pla.mly
self—contradlctory or beyond his powets,
How can the students keep the class:
average low.by trying to raise their own
[ 1nd1v1dua;l m: irks high? Secondly, how:
_can the class averagein the public exa-
! mination be kept high when in the school
every student should keep it | low 2 Thud-
ly, every school being mterested to raise
its own average in the pubho examina-
tion, how can an effort be made to keep
down the average of other schools? The
\whole system seems so absurd that one
‘wonders how the Syndicate reoommended
its adopt;lon, and tke Government . q@n—

sented to it, = ¢ SR, T

obtained by the student in the public

The fate of the student is judged by the!
resultant number, which should exceed

tmmnmsmg the havoc of the sys
‘moderation that the ‘class averag
!‘h.e average ma.rks obta
Istudents m any ﬁamcnlar su

‘a.re forced to give as few"
students asis humanly
‘check being removed in the
\nation, the more

they are moderated on t
marks in the school, wi
just seem, are kept as
Thus_ the net result is to
number of marks obtaine by
in the fingl examinatio
“ moderation”  works
also. It raises the mar
| dents, but the raising is
up to a level below th
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of the methods of mark
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