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SupvITTED that two copies of this Resolution may be forwarded to the

LA WP“J Department with reference to Nos. (1) and (4) of the

l
rules regulating Secretariat procedure in dealing with these Resolutions in the

Legslative Council, Orders regarding adm\ission will be communicated in due

course.
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Educational Department.

T g

RESOLUTICN REGARDING THE REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMINT

IS it

wa R . e - - -

The Hon'vle M.B.V,Narasimha Ayyar.,

XXVII. This Council recommends to His Exo=iim
Excellency in Council that, in ovder to provide for
medical inspection ofithe pupils in public schools
in some areas at least to start‘with, a sun of
R3.10,000 may be added to the proviﬁ;on under 22,
EDUCATIONZK, a corresponding deduction being made under
45 B,CIVIL VIORKS.

XXVIII. This Council recommends to His
- Excellency in Council that msdieal 1nqu¢tion of
public schools in this Proaidency should”%e conductad
Pericdically and that for this purpose the allotmont :
under 24, MEDICAL may be increased Ra, 10,000,2 corres _
bonding deduction being made under 45 B,CIVIL WORKS.

Resolutions XXVII and XXVIII ave dealt with

together, as they deal with two connected subjects,

Viz, the medical inspection of schools and of their
A b & : ¥

bupils,
The resolutions aré‘apparintly Proposed with -

4
7

rrgrerCnceﬁto paragraph 7 df-thg Government of India's

Resolution on Wa educational policy,¥o.301 G 3.

i} ‘} v

dated the 2ist Pebruary 1913, in which it {s ugmg”ted

1

that a small committee of Wit medical ang

educational
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tions connected with school and college hygiene.
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objects mentioned in the two resolutions are >
* ' g

R ST

:suggesteq by the Government of Inéia a8 desirable

6bJects for'suéh:investigation.

-

2. The Government of Madras have after carofnli

%

consideration,given up the idea of & general commitﬁg

S ————
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inquiry into all the subjects veferred to. They

have therefore preferred to deal with the various
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"until a Buropean Officer of the

"to conduct what is a

"country."

Educational, dated the 26th November 1914

have also been

Further steps

deferred til3 the

N OTES,

’ under the geheral diwvection of an officer of the

- I.M.8, with some

8Cquaintance of such wowl

o,

e

if possible. The Surgeon-Geneta;}however, reported -

>

that the department was just at present very short-

.

handed dn aceount of the reversion of a number of

I.0.8, Officers to military duty, ang Suggested that

the inspection of the elementary schools might be

Postponed till next May or June when the Medical

College would be closed for the

Summer vacation and

an officer could be Spared mor

e easily,

His Excellency the Governor observed thereon as

follows; -

" I think that this shoulq stand over altogether

I

Ji.8.1s available

first'experiment in this

-

Orders have jissueq accordingly in G.0.No,.1330

Proposals

in this direction have also been

results of the above exXperiments

are known,
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4, Information as to the action taken in these
respects by the Bombay Government may perhaps be

useful.. First as regarddthe medical inspecticn of

schools, that Government have stated théiigvery
inspection report a a Government or aided schooly
contains' a reference to the 3tate of the buildinga
which it is the regular duty ofrinspeqting officers
to notice, ST DrPETEs TSTaIE=T=D the appoint-
ment of special officers for this purpose is un-
necessary}. anc VY they Smlg rcly on the regular
directing and inspecting agencies acting in freg
consultation with expert medical opinion. For the
medical inspection of Egzg in certain classes of
Government,Municipal,Local board and aided schools,

five medical officers on R3.500-40-800 per menszem
have been appointed.
— 5‘

It i3 for consideration whether these {

circumstances may be explained to the Additional

Member with a view to his withdrawing the resolu-

tion in question.

S .
6. It has to be decided who should el ERaOy

charge of the Resolutions.
hosadHy £ s ndoe
1,,,(,/{%/&'/%, +




<

s

&

i -
ek, i

#~ aud the action till now taken in these respects was intimated to the Government of
*  India r;(sntly in letter No. 124, dated the 9th February 1915.

EpvoarioNar. DEPAKTMENT,

NOTES CONNECTED WITH RESOLUTIONS REGARDING THE
REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

e

(Susior.— Medieal inspection of Public schools.]

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. NARASIMHA AYYAR ;:—-

_XXVIL This Council recommends to His Excellency in Couneil that, in
order to provide for medical inspection of the pupils in public schools in some
areas at least to start with, a sum of Rs. 10,000 may be added to the provi-
sion under 22. Education, a corresponding deduction being made under 45-B.
Civil Works.

o XXV‘III This Council recommends to His Excellency in Council that

medical inspection of public schools in this Presidency should be conducted
periodically and that for this purpose the allotment under 24. Medical may
be increased Rs. 10,000, a corresponding deduction being made under 45-B.
Civil Works. ek e

Resolutions XXVIT and XXVIII are dealt with fogether, as they deal with two
connected subjects, viz., the medical inspection of schools and of their pupils.

- The resolutions are apparently proposed with reference to paragraph 7 of the

‘ ; Government of India’s Resolution on
- Page 4 of G.0. No. 394, Educational, dated odycational policy, No. 301 C.D., dated
Ist May 1913. the 21st February 1913, in which it is
suggested that a small committee of medical and educational experts should be
appointed by each Local Government for the investigation of a number of specific
- kA , ee u O G q:ﬁstlong_ gonneet;ctl] wg?h t":chool and
BEPETADIA ’ 5 college 1ene. e i
chr 3.84, Educational, dated 1st May 1913. in thi tvgf regolutions?aigcsugrg::::ingi
the Government of India as desirable objects for such investigation. :

2. The Government of Madras have, after careful cousideration, given up the

‘ idea of a general committee for this pur-
pose, as it was felt that a single commit-
tee of experts could not make a satisfac-

; ; tory inquiry into all the subjects referred
to. They have therefore preferred to deal with the various subjects separately ;

Please see His Excellency’s note on pages 4 and
3 of notes with G.0. No. 1104, Educational,
dated 22nd September 1914.

3. On the question of the medical
inspection of schools and their pupils it
: has been decided to try the experiments
B first within the limits of the Madras City.

ik A £
Lo i i NS % Ms

g A g it v'g‘“ ‘_: .\‘“v:-,.n('fs. ] T ‘_"_; }“ ek A e
.0 No. 110 4, Eﬁm&tional,ﬁtJ‘ 29nd 31:;1,. | Proposals have been approved to institute

a medical inspection of the seven elemen-
tary schools recently opened by the Cor-

‘ W" L?}“m o R

i) ; S B @i . ... |poration of Madras and of the pupils

¥
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thereof, by an Assistant Surgeon under
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Extract from the Proceedings of a Meeting of the Council of the Governor of
Fort St. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regu-
lations under the provisions of the Aects of Parliament, 24 & 25 Viet.,

C. 67 55 & 56 Vict,, C. 14, and 9 Edw. 7, C. 4.

The Council assembled at the Council Chamber, Fort St. George, at 11 s.M. on
Saturday, the 13th day of March 1915.

'MEDICAL INSPECTION OF PUBLIC SOHOOLS.

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. NarasimaA Avvar:—* May it please your Excellency,
resolutions Nos. XIV and X'V, of which I have given notice deal with the same subject,
but one comes under the head ¢ Education’ and the other under the head ¢ Medical.’
As I thought that some technical difficulty might arise as to the heading under which
the expenditure on medical inspection should come, I gave notice of two different
resolutions.” ;

His Ixcellency the Presipent :—*¢ The resolutions are not identical. (ne asks
for the medical inspection of the pupils in public schools and the other for the
medical inspection of public schools, which is quite a different matter. The Council
will not, I am sure, object to taking the whole discussion on the first of these two
resolutions.”’

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasimna Avvar :— Therefore I take it that the net
result is that a sum of Rs. 20,000 is proposed by these two resolutions to be devoted
for the purpose of the medical inspection of public schools and of children in publie
schools in some areas at least to start with. The first resolution that I now beg to
move runs as follows :-— ‘ b 30

¢ XIV. This Council recommends to His Excellency in Council that, in
order to provide for medical inspection of the pupils in public schools in some
areas at least to start with, a sum of Rs. 10,000 may be added to the
provision under 22, EDUCATION, a corresponding deduction being made
under 45-B. CIVIL WORKS.’

I believe that the necessity for attention to the health of children in schools is.
* admitted on all hands. I think 1t is hardly necessary for me to read the statement
of Dr. Clement Duke, Consulting physician to the Rugby school, that we have to see-:
that the sound children do not leave the school weakened in mind, body or charac-
ter ; and that the weak or delicate children do not get weaker but do get invigorated.
during the period of their school-life, It is a matter on which the International
Congress that was held in the year 1907 at London under the Presidency of Lord
Crewe expressed its decidedly favourable opinion. What is more than an expression
. of opinion of the Congress, we have a definite statutory recognition of the importance
of the subject in the Kducation Act that was passed in 1907. Section 13, clause (3),
provides as follows :—— : )

¢ The powers and duties of local educational authority—Part ITI of the Hducation Aect of
1902—shall include . . . (b) the duty to provide for the medical inspection of children
immediately before, or at the time of, or as soon as possible after, their admission to a publie
elementary school and on such other occasions as the Board of Education direct and the power
~to make such arrangements ,as“mg be sanctioned by the Board of Education for attending to the
health aném physioalg_iondftion of the children educated in public elementary schools” i
3 e L83 & ..‘\L\’\ ! A o . wk P
- “The section has a proviso which is interesting : ¢ Provided that in any em
¢ of powers under this section, the local education authority may encourage and assi
“the establishment or continuance of voluntary agencies and associate with itself
 ‘representatives of voluntary associations for the purpose.” I refer to the voluntary

agency, becanse in Bombay, we find that the Zoroastrian Conference resolved upon

‘; s, " inspection of the Parsi students of Bombay and many local Parsis have
g R mde | e%i;:}?:es" together for carrying out, this Anspection ; and in no other part of

this country do ,smﬁﬁpd a voluntary agency working on these lines. Besides what

~ has been done in England, I might draw the attention of this Council to what has
~ been doue in this country. From the report of the department of Education for 1912,

) "JzLL;Mn-.. i :




2 : Medical inspgetion of public schools.

(Mr. Narasimha Ayyar.)

we find that the Government of Central Provinces and Berars have already resolved
upon conducting the medical inspection of schools to a certain extent. In the year
1013 the Government of Bombay had before them a resolution which was moved by
the Hon’ble Mr. Lallubhai Samaldas and accepted by the Government. That resolu-
tion was as follows :—- :

¢ That this Council recommends that provision be made for the medical inspeetion of
children immediately before, or at. the time of, or as soon as possible after, their admission
into Government or Municipal schools, at least in places where Government medical officers are
available ; and subsequently on such other occasions as the Governor in Council may direct ;
and that arrangements be made for attending to the health and physical condition of children
educated in such schools.’ | '

« Perhaps Honourable gentlemen may think that it isa perfectly safe proposition
for any Government to assent to, because there is the phrase ¢as soon as possible’
which is a very elastic phrase and which is sufficient to account for the total
inactivity of any Government if they wish to take up that attitude. To show that
the Bombay Government did not take up that attitude and to point out that the same
steps that I am asking this Government to take were taken, I shall read what, on
behalf of the Government, the Director of Public Instruction in Bombay, the Hon’ble
Mr. Sharp, said, to show what it is that they were doing and what it is that they
attempted to do. 'The Bombay Surgeon-General spoke very warmly about the need
for medical inspection. When the cost of it was looked into, some of the Indian
Medical Service officers of considerable experience had to be selected, because certain
diseases should, at the commencement, be discovered and checked, and officers on
Rs. 500 to Rs. 800 had to be chosen. Even such experienced men could only do the
examination of 7,000 children each year. This is what the Hon’ble Mr. Sharp said on
behalf of the Government : |

« On that basis I caloulated that a doctor could examine about 7,000 boys in the course
of a year. So taking the Surgeon-General’s proposals of three doctors and this caleulation that
about 7,000 boys could be examined by each, I framed a proPosal, and submitted it to Govern-
ment. It was that all the Government secondary schools, ana also vernacular training colleges
and the practising schools attached to them, and also these aided schoqls which are classed as
high schools, not middle —tbat these various sets of schools should be medically examined. Well,
Government wish to bring very much into the scheme not only the aided high schools, but the

middle schools as well, so that all the overnment and aided secondary schools, together with
training colleges and practising schools, might be regularly inspecteq. In working this out as a
modification of my Pw}iosal’ I found that at least five doctors Wwould be necessary for the
purpose and accordingly I made therefore a proposal to entertain five doctors. One doctor was

proposed, for the Bombay city, one for each of the three divisions and one for S8ind. On -

examining the figures it was found that those for the Southern division and Sind were rather
lower than the rest, and it has been proposed in these two cases to add secondary schools
conducted by loeal boards or municipalities ; the number of children is not very great in these.
The result will be that for the Bombay city there will be ahout 9,000 boys ; for the Northern
division nearly 9,000; for the Central division nearly, 8,000 and the Southern division and
Qind rather more than 7,000. I rather doubt if we shall be able to accomplish the inspection
of all the above schools in a year’s time; still that is for experience to show. At any rate,
that is the proposal which is now before you, and the .mmimum annual recurring cost is
estimated at Rs. 52,000 rising to Rs. 70,000, Thescheme will, th.eref_or_e, require the sanction of
the Secretary of State and, therefore, there must be some delay in giving offect to it after it is
finally approved by the Bombay Government. The total number of children provided fomis
40,000 and I hope the Honourable Members will agree that that is sufficient to start with by
way of an experiment.’

« Therefore the Government not only accepted the resolution which [ read previ-
ously, but acted on it and have sent up proposals for the examination of 40,000
children and the employment of five doctors at an estimated cost of Rs. 50,000. My

roposals are much more humble. Even there in the Bombay Council there was a
Eiﬁerenee of opinion because some other ’gentl_emen thougnt that Indians in the
Indian Medical Service, with Buropean qualifications would be glad to take up the
work on Rs. 300 per month. I have taken for the purpose of my resolution a fairly
safo basis, Taking Rs. 300 as the starting pay, these five officers that they proposed
in Bombay would cost Rs. 20,000, which is the subject-matter of my resolution ; and
we may also provide for the medical examination of 40,000 children. If we do

this, I believe practical difficulties would be easily solved.

« | know that in a matter of this sort the Government’s sympathies must naturally
be with the people; aud the chief objection that might be put forward, if objections
are put forward, would be the question of cost, the question of suitable officers being

(Mr. Narasimha Ayyar ; Mr. Rajagopala Achariyar.)

“found available and the ignorance of parents. On the question of cost, I have read
in great detail the figures given by Mr. Sharp and it is not necessary for me to do
more. 1f Rs. 20,000 are provided, then we can really have a fairly general scheme
like the one which I read out. Even if a sum of Rs. 10,000 is provided, I believe
that the medical examination of children in the high schools of Madras and the other
schools of the deseription that I read out from the Hon’ble Mr. Sharp’s speech could
be easily conducted. I believe also that voluntary effort like that advocated by the
Zoroastrian Conference at Bombay, though not forthcoming immediately, will be
forthcoming in the years to come, if the Government were to give am impetus to
voluntary efforts. I do mot think it necessary to go therefore into the question of

' cost.

« Another objection may be the absence of suitable officers., Most of the trained
¥ officers having gone to the front, there are hardly officers left to fill the position of
District Medical Officers and that sub-assistant surgeons are not sufficiently good for
conducting the medical examination. T wish to point out that, if the proposition
could be accepted and some money kept in reserve, say a little bit of Rs. 10,000
it would not be wasted—especially as we have had an assurance from the Hon’ble Sir
Harold Stuart that, if money is not spent under this head, we can transfer it to some

_other head of expenditure which is pressing,—and that we are not making the budget
impossible by drafting large sums from one head and putting them under an impossi-
ble head. 1 ask only for Rs. 10,000, which I trust will be considered reasonable,
instead of Rs. 20,000.

« As for the availability of suitable officers, there are, I believe officers available
who will be found capable of doing the work, if they are advertised for. T am quite
sure that if the initial experiment (which is all that the Government can try for the
present) should succeed, they will be forthcoming in later years, and if there is no
famine, such as the Brahman Honourable gentleman was predicting, there will be
money on a larger scale provided. For the: present I may say the objection on the

_geore of want of funds ecannot be put forward. ‘

« Lastly, about ignorant parents being afraid and likely to be deterred from
sending the students to school, it is a thing which, as I have suggested myself, can be
overcome. The experiment need not be commenced in elementary schools ; in fact it
cannot be commenced in them, because there are so many elementary schools. I doubt
if, in the future, we shall ever be lucky enough to see the day when we shall have the
medical inspection of all elementary schools. But if at present the medical exami-
nation is condueted in high sehools and in the schools of the higher grade as stated
in the Bombay Legislative Council, I do not think that there will be difficulty or
danger of parents withdrawing their children. If students have gone through the
higher grades, parents are loath to take them away ; and besides that, there will not
be much of sentiment at that stage. There was a case in England where a
parent objected to the medical inspection of his son; and the school- authorities,
fearing that the boy might have a contagious disease, had to put him out of the
school. Such a contingency is not likely to arise in this country. 1 may also point
out that, at the initial stage, the medical examination will be confined to boys and
not extended to girls. I therefore submit to the Council that there is very little
danger or harm aceruing from the proposal I have put forward. I am sure that this
Government are not certainly likely to lag behind the Bombay Government or the
Berars’ Government.”

The Hon’ble Diwan Bahadur P. Rasacopara AcHARIVAR:—“I fear that the
Honourable Member is not aware that we have resolved to proceed in the specific
_direction that he has been indicating to us. We recognise the evil of the present
system—that there is no arrangement for a periodical inspection of boys. But a
beginning is being made and it has been decided to proceed experimentally and to
‘try the experiment within the limits of the Madras city. Proposals have been
~approved to institute a medical inspection of the elementary schools recently opened
by the Corporation and the pupils in them by an officer of the rank of an Assistant
- 8urgeon working under the general direction of an Indian Medical Service officer
with some previous acquaintance with such work if possible. 'The Surgeon-General
having reported that he cannot spare the services of an Indian Medical Service officer
_immediately, the experiment has been postponed till next May or June, when, during



4 Medical inspection of public sehools.

8 (Mr. Rajagopala Achariyar ; Mr. Narasimha Ayyar ; the President.)

; the recess of the Medical College, it would be practicable to spare an offi cer for the- P P17 2o Hhe HetitBla Me ] W
experiment. The Government attach great importance to the fact that what is prac-- e RS PO B
tically the first experiment in this Presidency should be done under the control of &
high officer, as our further action will depend upon the results of the experiment. \ tirad Phd GHSEOTAT % A

If the experiment should prove successful, it will be gradually extended to other
places and other institutions. If the Honourable Member wishes it, I shall furnish
him with a copy of the Government Order which has been placed on the Editors’
Table. It will show that we have already started taking action in the direction

indicated by him.

T might also mention another matter closely bearing upon the subject, which.
has been receiving the attention of the Government and in regard to which action
has been taken, namely, the provieion of recreation grounds, garden and gymnasia,
etc., to afford students facilities for healthy life. In the current year 1914-15 a’
sum of three lakhs of rupees would be spent on this object. With the help of a com-
mittee speciallv appointed for the purpose, play-grounds and playing fields for colleges
and schools in the Madras city have been selected and similar action has been taken
in respect of some important educational institutions in the mufassal. Then again
the improvement of physical training in the schools is also another matter which is-
engaging attention. A special officer for this purpose has been recruited and he is-
now working in the European schools. It would thus be seen that the several matters
mentioned by the Honourable Member are receiving attention and I hope that under
these circumstances he would consider whether he should press his resolution.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasimaa Avvar :—* May I know where and under-
what head the provision is made ? ”

The Hon’ble Diwan Bahadur P. RAjaGorana AcHARIVAR :—‘‘ In the budget
estimate, I believe.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasimaa Ayvar :(—* Where 1s it in the budget ? *’

The Hon'ble Diwan Bahadur P. RAa7aGoPALA ACHARIYAR :—‘‘ I am unable to-
answer that question off-hand, but the necessary provision has been or will be
made.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasimga Avvar:—* May I know how much money
has been provided ?”’ :

His Excellency the PrEsipENT :—*¢ That can be intimated to the Honourable-
gentleman.”

? The Hon’ble Diwan Bahadur P. Rajacorana ACHARIYAR :—“In sending you
../ the Government Order, I shall intimate to you under what head the amount comes.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasimpa Avvar:—* Also the amount? If the
Government can give a definite assurance—I have a vague assurance—"’

His Excellency the PRESIDENT (interrupting) :—** The Honourable gentleman
may rest assured that it is a little more than a vague assurance ; 1t 18 a Government
Order issued and placed on the Editors’ Table.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasiuaa Avvar (continuing) :—*1 beg your
Excellency’s pardon for having said ‘ vague assurance.” What I meant was that the
figure was vague. I did not know whether it was Rs. 10,000 or less. I beg to wi.a-
draw the resolution as some provision has been made, though I do not know the

figure.”
With the permission of His Excellency the President, the resolution was *
withdrawn.
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that provision has bhaen actually made in the budget
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Uadraszand the pupils thereof, From paragraph 2 of
the above order, however, you will observe that the
Director haa to subnit a re-appropriation statement
to meet the expenditure.. When this is received and,
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: W. FRANCIS,
Secretary to Government, Legislative Dept,

MADRAS PRI%TED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRESS.
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