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HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERN)R'S TOUR, 1915.

IR Extract from an address lo be presended to
B ¢ Mls - : His Excellency the Govermor by the
_gighy North Arcot District Board.

* * *

“6 (c). The elementary education
“ of Muhammadans in this district 1s
« extremely backward. There are only
“two local fund Hindustani schools
“ having a fourth standard and nine
« achools teach as far as the third standard.
 But except in Vaniyambadi, the chasm
“ between elementary and secondary
¢ education for Urdu-speaking boys 18
« unbridged, save through the medium of
¢ g Tamil school, where they are obviously
“at a disadvantage.”

- - *

o

Collector’'s remarks.

- * *

6 (¢). A sub-committee of the Distriet
Board has been appointed to look into the
subject of Muhammadan elementary edu-
cation. Copy of a note by the President
and the resolutions of the sub-committee
on this subject are appended (A and B).
Out of 31 teachers as many as Ll are
untrained, a proportion much higher than
that in Hindu schools. As for secondary
education, the Madrasa-E-Islamiah at
Vaniyambadi -and the new incomplete
secondary school -for Muhammadans
sanctioned for the Vellore Municipal
a8 . ‘Council should serve to bridge the gap ;
94 1 § : : it is also  hoped to establish a similar
: : ‘ ipstitution at Mel-Visharam. *
- . : : * ‘i » : ~ k

Excrosure A,

Note on Muhammadan Elementary
' Education.

I understand there are two obstacles in the
way of the proper development of Muham-
m'adan elemeutary education in this distriet,’
Vigir= =

(1) The competition between local fund
and mosque schools.

(2) The difficulty in obtaining the best
type of teacher.




(1) The co-existence of local fund and
mosque schools is a wasteful duplication. The
mosque school teachers are deficient in Arith-
metic, Geography, and other secular subjects,
while the local fund school teachers are
defective in their Urdu and religious know-
ledge. A boy often spends three years or so
in the mosque school and then enters the infant
class of a local fund school and is thus three
years behind his Hindn class-mates. The
result is not ouly is he handicapped in compe-
tition with them but he rarely continues his
education beyond the third standard.

If mosque echools were on a satisfactory
footing, theré is no reason why standards
infant, first, and second should be maintained
in the lncal  fund schools, as the mosque
schools should properly be feeders to the local
fund schools.

If standards infant, first and second coald -

be abolished in loecal fund schools, money
would be ireed to improve the status of
mosque schools and I thick it would raise the
value of mosque schools for general education
purjoses, if local boards conld maintain at
least one (more if the number of pupils justified
it), trained teacher in every mosque school. I
think if this system were adopted we could
afford to pay higler salaries to our teachers
without increasing the charges on local funds.
Such a system, however, can only be made a
gnccess if local Muhammadans of influence in
each village “cordially co-operate with the
scheme.

(2) Teachers must at present be trained in
Madras. Hence the teachers are either foreign
to our district or else if they are people of our
district, they have to go for training iv a city
which is strange to them where they are
iriendless and exposed to temptation and above

-all costly.

[ think it desirable that a larger proportion
of our teachers should be of local extraction
living in their own towns and villages along
with their kith and kin. 1t would give them
greater local interest and they would be less

inclined to migrate from place to place or
S

absent themselves oa leave.

To secure such men, it would be necessary
to open 8 Muhammadan Normal scheol in the
district and I think such an experiment is. well
worth trying for five or six years, - preference
being given to men selected from schools in this
district and representative as far as possible of
towns and villages where local fund schools
now exist.

The experiment need mot be very costly.
I think such Normal school should be lccated
either in Vellore or in Vaniyambadi and that
it should be in touch with the Arabic and
Persian scholars of one or other or both these
towus.

F. J. RicHARDS,
12th Jan. 1915. Collector of North Arcot.




Statement 109 on page 86 of Volume Il of the
report for 1913-14.

Ibid.

Ibid,
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Encrosore B.

Resolutions of the Sub-Committee formed to
discuss the general question of Muliam-
madan elementary education at ils
meeling held on the |4th December
1914.

1. The sub-committee is of opinion that
the duplication of institutions, viz., mosque
schools and secular schools is a serious im-
pediment to the progress of Muhammadan
elementary education and consider that the
policy of the taluk boards should be to under-
take to pay the full salary of any trained
teacher employed in a mosque school on condi-
tion that elementary secular instruction of an
approved type is taught in such sehool.

I1. Sessional school to be opened in Janu-
ary for Muhammadans at Vaniyambadi.

Provide Rs. 2,000 of which Rs. 500 will be
this year.

Stipends Rs. 7.

Maximum number of students 20.

All the above provided the Executive Com-
mittee of the Madrasa-E-Islamiah are willing
to—

(1) provide accommodation ; and
(2) supervise the conduct of the school
staff and pupils.

Secretary—Mir Gulam Ahmad Kalami to be
addressed.

IT1. Education of girls.—Normal school or
sessional school for Muhammadan mistresses.

Premature to formulate a scheme at present
moment but two lines of action suggested—

(1) to utilize existing private institutions,

e.g., mosque girls’ schools. President, Taluk
Board, Vellore, says he will try to do some-
thing with an existing girls’ school at Palli-
kondah ;

(2) to get married couples to take up the
teaching profession.

Seeretariat note.
EbpucaTioNAL DEPARTMENT.

Statistics are not available for verifying
the statement that, in point of elementary
education of Muhammadans, North Arcot
is extremely backward. Taking into
account the total number of Muhammadan
pupils in schools of all descriptions in the
district, North Arcot stands seventh in
the list, the percentage of scholars to the
Muhammadan population of school age
being 52:4—86-1 for boys and 214 for
girls—against the general average for all
districts of 39:6 per cent. (64'3 for boys
and 156 for girls).
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Director of Publio Instruction’s note on page 6
of notes to G.O. Nos. 87, 88, Educational,
dated the 20th January 1914.

2. It 18 noticed that the question of
improving the elementary education of
Muhammadans in the North Arcot district
18 engaging the serious attention of the
District Board. The steps which it is
proposed to take immediately in the matter
are detailed in the resolution of the Sub-
Committee of the District Board. No-
specific request is made to Government
for any help. The opening of elementary
board schools (including girls’ schools)
and the improvement of muktabs were
among the objects for which an Imperial
grant was originally applied for from the
Government of India. Any application
made by the District Board for specific-
assistance in the matter will therefore be
considered by the Director of Public In-
struction along with the proposals called
for in G.0. No. 1053, Educational, dated
the 10th September 1914, for the utiliza-
tion of the Imperial grant of Rs. 30,000.

3. In  respect of the Collector’s
remarks above regarding secondary
schools, it is submitted that,. as already
pointed out in the notes on paragraph 4
of the address of the Mussalmans of North
Arcot, the incomplete secondary school
for Muhammadans at Vellore has not yet
been sanctioned. It is under the contem-
plation of the Government to open such a
school there. At the same time there is
a separate proposal of the Chairman,
Municipal Council, Vellore, to open a
similar municipal school at the place.
The final proposal in either case is still
awaited. It has also been pointed out in.
the same notes that the establishment of
a separate Muhammadan secondary school
by Governmeni at Mel-Visharam is not
possible at preseut. It is not kmown
whether it is under the contemplation of
the District Board or any other body to
open such a school at that place.

P. RAJAGOPALA AOHARIYAR—Z3=1-15.
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Returned with the foliowing extract from His

Rxceliency's repiy:

"Practical proposais on the subject of Vuhammadan

elementary education are T understand in process of- being

worked out by a Sub-Committee of your number and shouid

they in due course be submitted to Government, they will

receive our sympathetic cunsideration.”
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