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Requestirg‘sanctic>npat,ron7‘a book entitled "Wamil

Studies" by M. Srinivasas Ay angar.
-

Ref. on Cur. No. 10595/14,

From (%ame)@?% Hon Mr

(@w&glmﬁon)

So The Secretar y to the Sovermiment of Madzas,

Educational @wpaztmen’c.
iz,
X
In submitting herewith s copy of the book entitled
"Tamil Studies" by M. Srinivasa Ayyangar, I have the honour
L0 point out that this %ork is the first of its kind having

for its subjeect the history of the Tamil people from the very

beginning, their language, religion ang literature, and embody— |
’ § i

«ing withines small compass all the results of past researches

of studemts in that field. The opinions passed upon the book

by such men as,Honourable Mr. P. Ramanathan of Ceylon and Sir.
S . Subramanya Ayyar, vide the prospectus herewith submitted,
show that the suthor deserves some cncouragement. I myself
had the book examined by Dr..Collins and M.R.Ry. S. Krishnasam

Ayyvangar Avargel, the University Profescors of Sanskrit

v



spectively, and their opinion is
Both of them consider thétlthetbqq

te some inaccuracies here and there certainly deser

an——

'to'be placed fﬂ ihe libraries of colleges and secondg;y 
”786hboi§ sidﬁe it is in evidence that the author has take

;f;7§onbiderable pains in collecting the necessary materials

for writing such a work and his treatment of the subject

is that of a scholar acquainted with the modern methods o
investigation. In any case the work is bound to stimula

criticism and emulation.

In these circumstances I beg to
comuend the book to the favourable consideration of Govern:

ment and to suggest that the author be granted an honorarii

3 \/( of Rs. 250/- on the analogy of G.0.No. 1457 Edl., dated 191
December 1914 in which a similar hponorarium was granted §9

M.R.Ry. T. 8. Subramania Ayyar for his book entitled YEle-

ments of BEconomics® in Tamil.

i The charge can be met from the savings in the provisib
“5‘ P - under 22

I-Miscellaneous=Miscellaneous in the current year

budget.
h ;

2. I also intend authorizing e purchase of a sufficien

number of copies of the book for distribution to the Arts

Colleges and to th& Training Institutions for Masters and

Mistresses in vhich Tamil is taught, the charge being met

from the contingent allotment for the institutions concei

‘

I have the honour to be;

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

e ' 4 (/Zooﬁcf““““/

For Director of Public Instructio

Ll




"Rs. 1-8-0 net.
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Extract from the Author's Preface: “In these essdfs an,
attempt has been made for the first time to put ther the
results of past researches, so as to present before reader a

lete bird's--ye view of the early history of Tamil culture
ﬁ?\tc‘l‘%ivilintion. y’l‘he several topics have been treated from
the standpoint of modern criticism, traditions and legends
being discarded or utilized with great caution,..”

Extracls from the Introduction : *'1 have no doubt that these
essays will act as an eye-opener to manv inhabitants of the
Tamil land who take atrue and cultured interest in the
history of their country...That he [author] had adequate
equipment for de \ling with the various problems,which he has
handled in his essays, comes out well enouﬁh from the essays
themselves, seeing that they are so well calculated to stimu-
Jate thought and bring into existence that curiosily which is
the necessary precursor of all true love of scholarly investiga-
tion, enquiry and research. The way. in which he has sought
and gathered his varied matetials and endeavouredto put them
together in the spirit of the architect and the interpreter, is
assuredly worthy ol imitation by many more students of the
history of the Tamil people and their culture and civilisation.”

Opinions.

\. Prof. A, C. Haddon, M. 4., D.Sc. of Cambridge, writes:—"'I have
l ooked through your Tamil Studies with much interest...I have no
doubt that it is a learned and valuable contribution to science.”

2. Prof. R. W.Frazer, M.A., LL.D of the London Umndversily and author
of *4 Literary History of India® writes :—" It supplies a want long felt,
as it gives not only a learned but a Very reliable history of Tamil
literature. It will be an invaluable aid to European scholars as it
treats of a period which has been too long neglected....I do wish all
Indian nchor:n would write as you do in a clear and vigorous style
instead of translating Indian thought into English verse which no
one reads in England ; and, worse, the whole meaaing of the original
evaporates in the process...The part played by the Alvars and by
Scnma and Ramanuja in reviving Indian thought is still open for
critical study towards which rmr work will be a valuable aid.’

8. The Rev. 5. S. Chandler, M. A., Chatrman, Tamil Wn Com-
miltee, Madura, writes =" It is a careful and independent study of
the people and their language based upon wide research in epigraphy
as well as literature, and offers illnminating suggestions on various
puzzling features of the structure of society &o...The whole evinces
a scholarly spirit".
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S ,‘ The How'ble Mr. ¥. H. Stone, M. A., Direclor of Public Instruction,
Madras, writes =—"T find much of interest in them and congratulate
you on (@nr achievement,

6. . Sir 8. Subramanya Aryar, K. C, 1. E., LL.D, writes :—* Tt is out
and out the most vp to date work on the subject. You have done a

reat gervice in pointing out the errors of snch authorities as Caldwell,
urnell, Hunter &c....With grateful thanks for your favouring me
with your very able production.”

6 Sir R. G. Bhandarkar, K. C, I. E., LL.D., Ph.D, writes:—* T am
greatly interested by it. You have collected a great deal of very
nseful information and your reading seems to be wide. Your chap-
ters on the Academies and the Alvars have been particularly interest-
ing to me."” "

7. The Hou'ble Mr. P. Ramanathan of Ceylon writes ;:—*‘Tt contains
s good pammary of many of the controversies which have been raised
during the last forty years regarding the history of the Tamils and
their literature...which I am sure students will appreciate.”

8. "Rao Bahadur G. Srinivasa Rao, B.A., of Madura writeg:—*'Con-
gratulate you on your very valuable, learned and useful production. You
have supplied a popular want in pointing out the important land-marks
in the history of Tamil literature. Tt reflects great credit on you,
who belong to the land of the renowned Sangam”,

Rao Salb T. Ramakrishna Pillai, B.A,F.R H.S.,F. M. U.,
writes :—** The scholarly book entitled Tamil Studies affords real plea-
sure to all interested in Tamil and the Tamilians.”

10. Mr, Promothanath Challerji, M, A., Inspector of Schools, Bengal,
writes ;—"* Your work is monumental and will be welcomed by all
who take an interest in the Tamil people...I wigh the book could be
made a text book in the B. A. course.”

11. The Brahmavadin gays :—"* What strikes us as real -service
done to the cause of historical research is his exnmination of the
hyphotheses recently set afloat by the neo-Tamil School of researchers,
whose one object, we are sorry to note, has been to bestow praise
upon everything Tamil and cry down everything Sanskritic whether
the praise or obloquy is based upon indisputable fact or otherwise.
Another remarkable feature in the work of Mr. Aiyangsr is the free
use he makes of the evidenca gathered from the most substantial and
never erring source—epigraphy, and this, in our opinion, enhances the
value of his conclusions.”

The Madras Mail says :—'‘Mr. M. Srinivasa Iyengar is the
author of a work which admirably summarises the history of the
Tamil people, language, religion and literature. It embodies within a
small compass the resnlts of past researches and enables one to make
a complete study of the subject. It is dedicated to the Hon'ble Sir
Harold Stuart and contains & short introduction by Professor
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M. Rangacharya, of the Madras Presidency College, who speaks cf
the many excellences of the work...It will make an excellent hand.
book on Tamil literature for College students,” B

13. The Hindu gays:—" Every one of the chapters and, in
fact, the whole book (of about 450 neatly printed pages) is
brimful of interesting details concerning the social and political
life, the religion, the literature, the commerce, and industry and
also the superstition of ancient Tamils, an acquaintance with
which is necessary to obtain a clear and full understanding of the
Tamil people. In handling and examination of facts the procedure of
the writer is throughout characterised by sobriety of judgment, sound
commonsense, and a truly scieuatific and critical spirit which are un-
doubtedly effective safeguards against preconceived hypothesis and
dogmatic assertions....He [reader] will no doubt find much in this
book that is interesting and suggestive, And as a valuable guide to
students of research in Tamil and Malaydlam sulijects, it must, in our
opinion, find & conspicuous place in their library,” ¥

14. The Madras Times sqys:—* It displays, on the part of the
writer a careful and critical handling of historical facts contained in
the literature and traditions of the Tamils. It ought to prove a
valuable guide and handbook to students of Indian history and
languages, as it brings together in a single volume matter which
would have to be huntéd up in various books, magazines and off\vial
reports, Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar deserves the thanks of the Tamil
speaking people for the honest attempt he has made in reconstructing,
though in part, the history of the Tamil peoples and civilization.
His is the first attempt to survey the whole field and gather together
a large number of ascertained facts. It is appropriataly dedicated to
Sir Harold Stuart, K. C. V. 0., K. C. 8. I.. ' whose knowledge of In-
dian conditions and whose sympathetic interest in the progress of
the Indian peoples is so well-known".

15. The Indian Paliisl says :—In dealing with these subjects,
vast and wide as they are, the author has given abundant evidence of
his profound love for truth and of his untiring endeavours to discover
it by laying such sciences as archaeology, epigraphy, anthropology
and comparative philology under coutribution towards that end...The
work on the whole, as Prof. Rangacharya says in his Introduction,
is indeed an eye-opener to all students of Tamil, every one of whom

should possess themselves with a copy of this work”.
-

Copies may be had of—
Messrs. Higginbotham and Co., Mount Road, Madras,
Messrs. P. R. Rama Aiyar and Co,, Esplanade, Madras.
Messrs. G. C. Loganatham Brothers, 2nd Line Beach, Madras.

G.C. Loganadham Brothers, The Guardian Press, Madras,
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