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SUBMITING PROPOSALS FOR THE WORKING OF THE
PUNALUR MILLS. :

——
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From (%amz) K. T.B. Tressler, Esq.,

(5)% i_(}"aﬁo%) : Director of Industries

I Fhe Secrelary bo the Sovernment of Madras,
EDUCATIONAL @zpmtwwwl‘.

Si,
In reply to G.0./5%. M-ﬁf&ted 25th October, I have

the honour to-state that I have been in communication with
Mr. Ramenadha Chettiar, regarding the working of hig mills.

2o In accordance with the terms mentioned in his
Ietter of the 5th of February Mr. Remanadha Chettiar is
prepared to meet. the charges for raw material and labour.
In accordance with that letter he also requests that Govern~
ment will be pleased to provide him with the necessary
Technical Supervigion, and to defray the cogt of their.
Il;l. the G.0. 1t is guggested that the mills should be run
&t the expense of the proprietor on the understanding that I g




. il

should re allowed to varry on such exerimnts as I
desire. It is presumed that the word"expense mere—
ly refers to the cost of material and labd!:’. If
the proprietor is expected to meet the 'hole ooet
there is scarcely any reason for his applyi.ng to

Government for assistance. There would also be still

less reason forkim to permit me to carry on experiments

regarding the data of production , which from their
character mist be commeroiollya“’r‘;muner&tive. I take
it therefore that Government will be prepared to
furnish the technical supervision required and have

suggested that 1  Engineer on Rs.100/=
1 Pulp-maker on Rs. 80/~

might be provided by Government for a period of one
year. .QJ—The proprietor is.also anxious to attempt
the manufacture of paper. My arrangements with him
aprlies purely to pulp, and unless some very good
reason for attempting the manufacture of finished
paper arises , I should not be prepared to undertake
guch manui’a.oture'. If however events should prove

that the mamufacture of paper is likely to prove

advantageous .I have told the proprietors that I would

address Government on the question of engaging an
expert for a short time. This matter does not how-

ever fall within my present scheme and Government will

be separately addressed, when and if I consider the
time is right for definite }:rop&éals on this point.

{{The whole of my proposal is based on the fact that I
haprenéd to have in the department anofficer ( Dr .Marsden)

who has a considerable knowledge of the chemistry of

pulp manufacture and could exercise general supervision
f:: the work. I have discus=ed the question of pulp
“making with the general manager of the Tittagarh paper
mills , and he informs me that he would be prepared to
permit Dr. lz'rsden to go over his works and make himse
acquainted with the latest methods of pulp manufacture.

Dr. Marsden will have to stay in Calcutta for about a
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Tﬁcer hag been pertially tested , and appears

to be 20% under—-—sufficient to make all the dif-

fererice between profit. and loss: The only wey in

~v§vhich reasonably accurate figures can be obtained

47 is by actual manufacture and this point the proposed
experiment is intended to test.

-9. The next vital point in menufacture i the -

quantity of alkali required. This -also ig & point

& regarding which no accurate data are available .

10.- The third po'int'is the ‘utility-of -the pulp .

Experimental samples have been made , -but bam‘boo spulp !
has not hitherto been uged -on & large soaie. and. the
market value can only be determined when it is pro-—
duced-in reasonable quantities. : I have arranged
with the Tittagarh mills to tale over such pulp as is

- made , and from the sums allowed a reasonably accurate
estimate of value may e, prepared . The e}{perimpnt
will also f‘umigh,i;nformat,ion regarding the cost of
handling and tratj_lisnor%. N

JaL ‘Th‘e experiment is not absolutely complete as

no figures of capacity can be obtained, seeing that

with the plant available it wil_I not be possible to

Leep the mill going at full pressure. On this point ‘luw“"‘*',

#estima.te based on experimental Vactl‘l_a.'lé will fur—
nish reasonably accurate results and the cost of super—
vision may be equally a.pproxima.tgly estimated.

12. As the question of pulp manufacture now stands
we know that the minimum cammercial size for & factory
will cost about 5 lakhs. We know_that in certain
districts adequate supplies of Taw material are avail-

i able . We have them regarding theprice of

\\ bamboos per 100. The only f‘urt‘her information we have

[ 3
'\ i that in normal times bamboo pulp is probably worth

{

- e

from Rs,100/) to Rs.120/- a ton, delivered dry. But we
3 7
" do not know the last figure in—bhie EO%Amakes all the

.. difference between profit and loss. We have no information

whatever regarding costs, yield of pulp,and the proportion

b =

&

po‘sit,ion neither Government or anybody elge would be pre— \1
pared to invest 5 lakhs on a manufacturing plant. : S0 the

bamboos will remain where they are. YA

13. The experiments to be made will indicatexmarhat the
selling price can be expected to be, and will give the costﬁé‘
of manufacture on a small scale from which figure working
costs can be deduced with an acouracy of within say 5%.
Greater acouracy can only be obtained by large scale manu-
facture, but the figures furnished by the experiment wili
make it pretty clear what the difficulties of manufacture

e :
e and whether large scaéler manufacture is likely to prove
remunerative or not.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

-

Director of Industries.
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Judit?a“l‘-"éfe%'r@“fgry to the

overnment of Madras, M a d r a s.

10th November ;97 Bs

tices personally and by letter to the Digrector of Industries

I find that negotiations are in prosress between your'self and
certaln unauthoriged persons regarding the working of the Paper g

Mills at Punalur, Travancore.

Thig is to zive.you notice fha,t you shall not hold any : o
one responsible in the future for the consequences of thke risks
that you are running in this connection; for I will see that
you shall not misconstrue my sufferrence in allowing 3~ourﬂ‘;o vi-
sit the Mills as impotence on my part to prevent you from doing
it. -

A reference to the Swadeshamitran dated 7th August 1915
will show that the Lakshmi Paper 1fills Co., have not ‘been wound ~
up and have not ceased to exist and no others can ha.:re any title! |
to the Mills until -~ even assuming the winding up to be legal = ‘

é? the final meeting declaring the Company to be wound up has ag-
b8

sembled and resolution passed thereons

Yours falthfully,

—Mengodne Nirggtof
Lakshml Paper Mills €Co., Ltd.,
Punalur, Travancore.
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*  Direttor of Indugtribe to look atter - the matier,

»hn obtathad by suction and is in my enjoynen’t aver sinbel

‘an uqunuonu- rtgu M\;o said mills.

%

T HemsnathanChettiny,

Kzlmn" 1913
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PrODELNYOT, Pusktur NAL1N, Gutlo,
e,
The' judictel ‘Sebretary 4o the’ dovernisnt o? Usirsy. it
Dear 8y, - :

-1 Bave' the' honour to state that I an-the onn of ‘the'"

P‘nln nm ¥ills tn ?nvnuon Btate. Lawt vear.an application

-Bas subnitted to the aovnanﬂ t0 have the work ot ﬁihfn’ehﬂn

Pulp ang Paper a8 regards tle uilis,carried oub thmgh the' hdu-

trisl departuent. The Gove'rnnent has accordthgly- uﬂﬂuﬂ “the

2% now tnn-ntu that one’ Sresnivasaragaven tod advantage

o! the said old calpny.nﬂ bavine beeh wound up to bve writing

sonsenslbsl lettans. : - o

The fact n-& uo/gnﬁn has not yeoit W wound up |

s lh not way pu;lunun to ay title do no’ above Nills which T f

ur Muc
atlly can’ be' indfbputably establ ished u the va'ry fact Cnt

the' advocats - “General *ho perused all the uaom \ou that I hn

to the'




ib‘ kwoek Qﬂ somethihyg ttu l‘t’“!i int
tonpts on hid part msy Ue' leid

MethEaty by r‘m’c‘ w m‘i"x‘
: Lt 10 therefore prayed that |
lnzu pail revard %o nd that uru instru
Directe’r of Iaduu(h’- tb coluiuo the' ﬂrk.
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= : A po | PRy S )-w..,ft,f My dear Tedhunter, :
i o .,',q',,,ﬂ,.,« i v e d -2 sorref sl A paragraph in the "Occasional Notes" of the Mad¥as
L ‘Mail" of the 6th instant states that the Government of
Madras have resolved to work the paper mills at Punallr ¢
¢ . » . @ i ‘
in Travancore and that the Assistant to the Director of
ke Industries, Madras, was recently at Punalir to study the
‘ local conditien.
» : :
I hope it is not true that Government have so
resolved. I inspected the mill and went inte all the
papers etc. relating to its failure when I was Resident
x . : | in 1898 or 1899 and I am convinced that any money spent
.
i on the mill will be thrown away unless, possibly, the
@ " ’ 5
. } mill undertakes to make only brown or coloured coarse e
. . o . ! tuff for export. I do
B R s a N o 2 | papers or paste board, or half stuff i g¢]
i not, however, know the history of the mill subsequent to
res v el avaduael  w.d 3 ; ’
- wngref ‘f‘"‘-") sdw oA f my inspection, but I judge that it has not been success=
: : |
nd e a2e € oA LA pemadls et " -fully worked (1) because I should have, heard of its
saitt Doy R 741. 't AU Rigd 4 fad { | s success, (2) because there would, in that case, be no need
: : ; : - 5 : or opportunity for this Government to take it up. Pro-
N sl o . R A y 3 .
: : B e ¥ - b : ® ! : . bably the statement in the paper is incorrect; hmt=sif
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(R_HIS EXCELIENCY .

|
1 have discussed this 5 le wilbh S Fraderieclk ‘

Nicholson as suggested by Mr .edhunter and have

sxplained to him what Mr.Tressler 's proposals are. 2

He iz of opinion that the data to be ascartained may

|2 i)

1

be of value and that they will be wortnz few tnousand i

rupses which Mr-Tressler Proposes to spend . One or
.

oo

two /are not very clear as regards the arrangene ub

Letween tue pepartne ut amd the owner of the millsf Tor

.
z 5 N 7 ]
instance, whon ¢ the pulp%!;emug tof is it the

nt or the miil)and a very

v of the Depart

propar
caraful agreement will be necesgary which should be

subnitted te qovernment for approval. Tt seems there—

DI

fore that Wr.Tressler's proposais may be approved

aubject to these renarks . :
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