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No. 1840.

From
Tae Hox'BrLe Mzr. H. SHARP, C.I.E,,

O [ficiating Secretary to.the Government of India,

=

Tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
GENERAL (EpUCATION) DEPARTMENT.

Dear? ment of Ef’ucati_og.

Education.

Delhi, the 22nd November 19/16.
il o 25t (14
SIR,

L am directed to reply to your letter no. 615, dated the 5th February 19185,
in which it is requeste(lv that the Cambridge Higher Local Certificate may
under certain conditions be accepted as sufficient qualification to entitle a
candidate from Bengal to apply for nomination to the State scholarship for
domiciled European and Anglo-Indian girls or women.

2. The Government of India have consulted other Local Governments and
Admiristrations. Their replies are not ananimous in commending tae

proposal set forth by the Government of Bengal and some weighty reasons
have beeun expressed to the contrary.

3. The Government of Iudia are unable fully to accept the reasons which
have been adduced for the acceptance of this proposal. The case of the
scholarship for girls of the domiciled community is not comparable with that
annually given for boys of the same community, because girls possessed of
higher qualifications have presented themselves as candidates in conside rably
larger number than have boys, with the result that the candidates recom-
meuded for this scholarship during the three years for which it has been
awarded have displayed singularly high qualifications. It also seems uncertain
whether the curriculum and the examination of European schools are entirel
disconnected with the university courses. It appears that by a resolution of
the 27th May 1911 the University of Calcutta declared. the ambridge Senior
Local Examination when taken with certain subjects as exempting from the
matriculation and when faken with honours as exempting from the Interme-
diate in Arts or Science. The argument that but few European or Anglo-
Indian women in Bengal stu |y for a university degree appears to some extent «
to be discounted by the statement .in your letter that in March 1914 there
were 22 gicls in Bengal reading for a universicy degree and by the fact that

two girls possessing a degree have already been recommended for this scholarship
by the Government of Bengal.

4. The concession asked for in your letter could hardly be made to Ben:
unless applied to other provinces also and with reference not only to-
Cambridge Local Examinations but also to the departmental Euro high
school examinations which are }})‘revalent in some paris of India. mm
tary of State in sanctioning this scholarship laid stress upon the importance
of possession of a degree. The Government of India have carefully considered
the possibility of\ acceding to the suggestion that lower qualifications shou
be accepted. Such a modification of the rules however, even if d
would hawe no £racﬁcal effect since there appears to be no likelihood
paucity of\{:‘au dates possessed of the B A, the M.B., or even the M.A
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5. For these reasons the Government of India do not feel justified in
recognising any lower qualification than that demanded by the existing rules.

1 have the honour to be,
SIR, o
Your most obedient servant,

‘ H. SHARP,
Officiating’ Secretary to the Government of India. N
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 The United Provinoss

‘the Punjab
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Copy forwarded to the - EhwwadOms ____ for information
. Bes'tie the Chiet Coint, of T oen e,

Assam
Clhief Commuissioner of {‘oorg
on'ble t! ¢ r. & A. G.
@ Chief Commissioner of, Delhi p
_no 567, dated'the 27th May 1915 4/
no. 1454, datvd the 14th Muy 1915
no 1158 dated the 2nd July 1915
no. /111, dated fhe 8th A,mil 1915
their no 1549 M —I11 K.-12, dated the 16th_June 1915,
with reference to it letter no. 915-E, dated the 25th May 1915,
his 10.797-VI—1-85, dnted the 21st July .15,
1o. 2136-E., da‘'ed ‘he 80th A prl 1916
no. 1934, dated the 14th fune 1915.
no. 1057-0., dated the 27¢h Ap il 1916
no. 2842, dated the 9th April 1915

Gov

By order,

o
G -/Wn.,

Assistant Secretary to the Government of India.
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