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N. Ref on Cur No. 8 1 1 7 /15 dated 0 Gianbieswy g1 57,

Submitted to Government together with extracts from

the Curator's report Cur No. 156/15 dated 5th October 1915.

Sia As I have no means of judging of the value of the
manuscripts obtained,T refrain from making any recommendation
but the fact thét so much of the year has been spent in only
two places suggests that thb~operations of the search party are
likely to extend o far more than the decade so hopefully

mentioned by the Curator.

/I 3. Provision has been made fBr thé charges connected

; with the search party in the Budget Estimate for 1916-1917.
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For Director of Public Instruction.

N.V.S.




: il : Extracts from the letter of the Curator, Lovernre
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Ref on Cur No. 156/15 7
; 5th October 1915,
. - - W

4 Preliminary preparation, By way of preliminary
' 3 Ve preparation the new members of the temporary staff were
b required to acquaint themselves with the lists of Pmnngév
& = \1" in the library and they were also engaged for some tiﬁ‘:\f’ 1 i

acquainting themselves with various scripts and in preparing
up-to-date catalogues in Sanskrit, Tamil and Yelugu which would

be necessary for search work.

Among the several districts known to conbain private
libraries the Godavari district was selected as the first field
of experiment, as in the previous years of the Library wnrk[

periodical search was mostly confined to Southern distriects

-

and as there was sufficient evidence to think that nothing

by way of a thorough and systematic search of Manuscripts
was ever before conducted in that distriet by any antiquarian
scholar. Among the various modes of collecting information ‘
as to the existence of menuscripts in any village, it was
& considered that printed forms with a number of items to be
duly filled up by the village officers would be effective
in making ﬁvailableluseful and exhaustive information regarding
the names of owners and in facilitating access to the various

collections of manusceripts. Accordingly printed forms were

sent throuzh the Tahsildars of the various TPaluks to every

villagelin the Godavari Distriect. It naturally took some time
hefore they were duly filled up and returned to my office . fn
. X
the meanwhile & public notice was also put up in the \(ict
' tazette, wherein the chief objects of the laus :
search sanctioned by Government were ¢~
theless the ignorant masses o"“ﬂy/

some vague and ground?”

ive any infor
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& result of which most of the village -officers’in the D

] 4 ‘ were led to send nil-statements. But when the actual ses
was commenced, depending mainly upon official and private
$ ; : | enquiries it was found possible]thou;h after considerabie v
difficulty, to persuade owners of manuscripts éverywhere to
7_7_"7__'_”,',,,____ & : | help the public cause; and they were eventually able to see

for themselves that no coercion was employed either in the /ﬁ‘\
-ANy

examination or acquisition of manuseripts. Their fears were

1 L slowly, but completely,dispelled, so much so that in a few
instances they themselves volunteered to exhibit their own
NN ; : | e manueript collections. But a few months had to elapse hefore '7*‘:'

5 X J : ; | 2 complete confidence could he inspired in their hearts.

el

X X X

The work turned out. The total number of private !

T
el
e

y 7 y libraries .examined comes to 123 of whiekr 56 helong to Amalapuram
e !

3 Distriet, during the special Assistant's preliminary tour and

Taluk and 50 to Razole: the remainder representing those whieh

were found to be available in certain other Taluks of the

——

whose examination it was considered inexpedient to put oxI.

\
In selecting private libraries for examination/ good care was
taken mot to ignore even apparently insignificant ones,as they
also in several cases contributed rare works not availahle

S elsewhere.
o

The approximate number of volumes now examined is

10865 of which 799 are noted as important works for purposes
« e :
of aecguisition or reference. The total number of manuscripts

actually acquired for the Tibrary on presentation and by pur-

chase and transcription is 400, the greater part of this
representing thos;e that }—mve been taken on loan for transerip-
tionsOnly in fouldases where the owners stubbornly deelined
to lem“,' their manuseripts under any cireumstances, it was

found necessary to appoint at the residences of these owners ,

tenporary copyists for transeribing the selected ms.nusa"#&*

L . s ’\,r .
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General:- Various causes, especially the presumption
on the part of many villagers that every manuscript has become
available in print, and the lahour and ,cost-of restoring injured
manuseripts, contribute to hasten their decay in private hands;
and there are good reasons to Qpprehend that in a decade o® two,
more than half the number of manuscripts in private collections
may become extinet. In every village where the search party
found manuscripts available for examination, profound regret has
been expressed that this systematic search had not been carried
on by the Government a decade earlier, when it would have been
found possibte to save from ill-fated oblivion, many a large
collection of valuable manuscripts now lost or injured beyond
redemption. However the scheme of search now being worked out
under the auspices o” Government could certainly be expected
to stay in an effective menner the progress of further decay
of the literary treasures of the country. &he total output of

the work thus far turned ou' by the search party both in

respect of quaunvivy Ano quality sppenrs to0 me to be satis
and encouraging and fulli or promise fur vhe fuvure. Ii who
search party be allowed to continue its useful work with
unabated zeal and vigour for about & decade , it may be
e e

reasonably hoped that the laudable work of search and collection
now begun in certain parts of the Presidency vould be successfuli
completed in all the districts of the Presidency and the adjoin- |
Native States, as contemplated in the schenme sanctioned by j ¢

in

>
=)

Government. In conclusion I may observe that the future work

of the search party will be of far greater value and will yielﬁ 5,
far better resulits than during the period under report, parti-

eularly because a good deal of Waluable experience has been

gained during this period and the way for further progress has / g
been rendered smoother by overcoming & considereéble number of

jnitial difficulties. I may here add that extracts from paras

6 and 7 of this Report will be communicated in due course, to

each of the members of the advisory committaeFonstituted undex
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Go.0. in this connection for information.

/T;ue copy/ ,
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For Director of Public Instruction.
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