





No. 7, Evvcartonar, bra Javvary 1915.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

- Bmap—the following papers:—

: 1 |
G.0. No, 1422, Educational, dated 14th December 1914, .
B : : ; IIV“\ } i
Endorsement of the Government of India, Department of Education
" (Education), No, 1900, dated Delhi, the 14th December 1914,

A copy of the undermentioned paper is forwarded to the Governmentof Madras
for information in. continuation of this department endorsement No. 1788-1798,
dated the 2nd December 1914, n e
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L,wkiﬁnlm’mc M. Wess, Ksq,; OB, Offieiating Soerotary to the Government

Hans Lbf Bmv s . : ?
To—the Beoretary to the Government of India, Department of Edueation.
Dated—the 9th Noveraber 1914,
No.~217-14 E.-5.

i reply to your lotter No. 585-505, dated tho 3rd April 1913, I am direoted to bring bo
17 ia Burma

oW that
28

‘the notice of the Government of India the fact that the Muhammadan comman
' has attained a high standard of education, compared with that attained by the

,commanity in India. A reference Mtohthe re%orﬁé of the rooentl_}:gnm %ﬁwll&mll how
. the proportion of literates amon uhammadans in Burma is per thousand, as ainst ,
per fbotmd for the Mnhammagnn . With llt&%,!bnlk i

.ednostion, the discre

community in India generally. |
oy is even ﬁrepter. i '!‘gq pmpoﬂibn.m.
. Burma reaches the abnormally hig

: nadan in
figure of 77 per thousand against 4 for the whole of India.

Joint Seeretary to the Governn India.

2. The principal reason for chemlaﬁm, high standard of education among Muhammadans

in Burma, is the absence of the language dif! 8 in the seo aragr
:3 ;Bdur lei':t:r. A very large number of Muhammadans speak Burmese, the vernacular of the

,and attend the Burmese lay schools which are_devoted to the normal educational
: :;:i?e{!l::ts of the Province. There gs'litt}e orno vejudice against the use of these. schools -

madan s of the Muhammmadan community have parti-
:iialtde‘clih:g:m]ly wgiffg::gmﬁ]& tt.%z "i";l%?gb::ous religion of the Proyince in thz“e&noat’}onal
iliti ovided. ' ] <AL
‘wlhéih.esAI;rthongh a large number gf Muhammadans attend the ordinary vernaonla'r Burmese
lay schools, thero is an unascertained number of purely Muhammadan schools which may be
classified as follows :— _ i "
(i) those in which Urdu is the medium for teaching, A
(ii) those in which Urdu is taught, but is not the sole medium of _mh!ug: gl
(fii) those in which the medium of teaching is Burmese and Urdn is not taught.

Although it is impossible at present to give the numbers of these three classes of schools respect-
ively(,":a Iirnotof?f" Pablic Instruction is causing an enquiry _ v

ascertaining their actual nambers and their distribution throughoat the Province. Meantime,
go: mu“t;:mm num ass have been ascertained.

iy '

culty which is mentioned in the second paragraph -

to be made, with a view to -

to dela posals for applying methods to encourage Muhsmmadan educs-
Wo! schools of gﬁngl 8 L
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4. Coming to the six specific proposals for the improvement of primary education among
Muhammadans detailed in the second paragraph of your letter, I am to say that the Lieute-
nant-Governor is willing to accept them in their entirety and to apply them wherever necessary
throughout the Province. v \

5. As to the first of these proposals, “ the encouragement of makfabs to adopt a secular
course which will appeal to Muhammadans and will not prevent the teaching of simple Urdu,
where necessary, and of the Koran ”, it will be possible to apply the existin provisions of the
Education Code with respect to Buddhist monastic schools, with but slight variation to the
Mubammadan maktabs, and His Honour is willing to accord the same standard of treatment to
both those classes of religious schools. The Director of Publio Instruction is being asked to
take steps to place the Muhammadan makfabs on the same footing as that occupied by the

»«Buddhist mepastic schools.

6. With reference to the second ijoposal to grant facilities for the teaching of Urdu, where
Urdu is still a vernacular for practical purposes, I am to say thas this will be done in the ‘case
of all schools ecoming under olass (i) as described in pa.r’wh_:a above. As regards the schools
in the second of the classes there described, while retaining Burmese as the vernacalsr mediom
of teaching Urdu will be given a privileged place as a ,ﬁ anguage, and adequate facilities
for its teaching will be provided. kR U R e :

7. His Honour approves of suggénﬁions (iii)'and (iv);-'conoernjng the provision of text-hooks
suitable for Muhammadan edueation, and the Diretor of Public Instruction is taking - steps to
provide toxt-books ay suggested in consultation with the leading membars of the Muhammadan
community. S i ‘ : R b

8. Suggestions (v) and (vi), eoncerning the provision of ‘Mubammadan teachers, where
practicable, and for a separate inspecting agenoy for Muhammadan schools, mect with the warin

' approval of the Lientenant-Governor. 8o far as is known the Muhammadan teaching and

inspecting stafls are adequate for all requiremonts, but as soon as the number of each class of
Muhammadan schools in the Province 1s ascertained the Muhammadan teaching aud inspecting

staffs will be augmented if necessary.

R

. Akyab and Mamyo, and the

9. As regards secondary and collegiate education, the four reasons (mentiomed in para-
graph 3 of your letter) which have retarded the spread of secondary edncation among M umm
madans, vis., the pover.y of the community, the linguistio difficulty, the demaod for religious
instrootion and the want of Muhammadan reprosentation ¢n governing bodics of educational
institutions, can hardly be said to be in oyeration in Barma. The Muhammadan community in
Burma is not a poor community. [adeed, the Muhammadan Committee whioh considered these
ﬁroposals claimed that Muhammadans in Rangoon pay one-third of the taxes levied by the

angoon Municipality. This is & demonstration of their wealth rather than of their poverty.
However, as Muhammadan pupils do not appear in practice to get an appresisble proportion of
the scholarships that are allotted to the various grades of education, it is intended to allot &
certain number of scholarships to Vernacular, Anglo-Vernacular snd Middle-Englich Muham-
madan pupils. The number of scholarships so allotted will bo proportionate to the number
of Muhammadan pupils attending the schools. : g

10. Nor is the linguistic difficulty found to be a great handicap to Muhammadiss
education in Burma. A large number of Muhammadans are able fo take advantage . of
secondary and collegiate education in the various Anglo-Burmese educational institutions. But
where any desire is shown by Muhammadans for their children to obtain higher education
through the medium of Urdu, the Liocal Government is prepared to meet the demand by means
of either of the three methods :— ~ ! :

(i) the improvement of existing institutions for -Muhamﬁiadana; 1
(ii) the establishment of separate Muhammadan institutions, where necessary ;
(iii) the addition of special teachers to give instruction in Urda and to help Mubam-
madan boys wherever such a necossity is shown to exist; - ,
as suggested in paragraph 8 of your letter. Where a legitimate demand exists, Urdu aod

Anglo-Urdn schools will be treated with exactly the cousideration that, is extended to Barmese
and Anglo-Burmese schools. Where the namber of Muhammadan boys unable to benefit by

the instruction in Burmese is not sufficient to justify the creation of a special lo-Urdu
school, additious to the staff of teachers able to teach in Urdn and to give special help to

Muhammadan boys will be a%oipbed; - This method is actually in force at present in schools at

sieutenant-Grovernor is prepared to extend the system wherever an
exhen;iou is justified by the number of non-Burmese speaking Mubammadan pupils in any
school. e i ‘ ! :

11. The fourth suggestion of paragraph 3 of your letter, concerning the maintenance of
hostels for Muhammadans, has been eonsidered by the Local Government on several oceasions,
when the matter has previously been brought to notice. 8o far, the need for this provision has
not been demonstrated, but if a legitimate demand should arise, it would receive the sympathetic
consideration of the Liocal Government,. - :
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