


~ Gobernment of FHhiras,

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTN'ENT.

@

) binclosures
1918,

Spare copies

S s o S S g S e e L e

G.0. No. 872, 20th September 19

—— - m

Wuseums Conference.

Recording letter of the Government of India forwarding a report of the — held in Madras
in January 1912 with their remarks on the resolutions of the Conference.




GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

v Ton’ . C. PortER, ¢.1.E., 1.0.8., Secretary to the Govern~
LEﬂ-”_h i’:‘eg};’eolfliﬁd};: lI[):pl;rtgent of Education (Museums).
To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras.
Dated—Simla, the 1st August 1913.
No.—92-108. o -
n directed to forward, for the information of the Governor in Couneil,
a copIy gfv a Report of the Museilms Conference held in I]\([:}dras in gagl:lzzy 1:13
containing the proceedings of the Conference and the resolutions passed by them an
to communicate the following remarks. .

2. Resolutions 1, IT and XVIII.—The Government of India have already
approved the appointment of a standing committee to malfe arrangements regarding
further conferences and to advise on museum matters. They accept the addition
proposed regarding the election, re-election and number of members, but they con-
sider it desirable that they should be informed of the additional members
co-opted from time {o time and their approval should be obtained to such appointments.

3. Resolution II1.—The Government of India have already recognised the
standing committee. They are not prepared to diseuss the provision of turther
funds until they are more clearly informed of the amount and nature of the expendi-
ture which is alleged to be necessary for the econtinuation of the committee and the
holding of the conference. They do not, however, hold themselves responsible save
in exceptional cases for the payment of the travelling allowances of members of the
standing committee. !

4. Resolution V'—The Government of India agree to all printing work in
connection with the worlk of the standing committee being carried out at the Central
Press, India.

5. Resolution VI—The Government of India are not prepared to bind them-
selves or Local Governments in any way to consult the standing committee. They
leave it to the discretion of the local Government to do so when necessary.

6. Resolutions VII, VIII, XI, XII, XV and X VII—These are in the nature
of suggestions on which Local Governiments and those in charge of museums will no
doubt take such action as they may consider necessary.

7. Resolution IX.—The resolution is under separate consideration.

8. Resolution X —It was strongly felt by the Conferenee of Orientalists held at
Simla in July 1911 that antiquities should not leave India, The Government of
India are themselves of opinion that museums in India have the first claim to objects

of artistic or archeological interest. They are, however, disposed to agree with the®

views of the Museums Conference in regard to the distribution of duplicates, as
they understand that there are many finds which are mere variants and duplicates
of various subjects whose intrinsic value in this country is almost n¢l, though their
Ppresence in other countries would be highly appreciated ané would lead to greater
co-operation between their museums and similar institutions in India. They
are therefore of opinion that there is no objection to the tramsfer of duplicates of

antiquities fo museums outside India, ¢.g,, the British Museum, subject to the
following conditions .—

(1) That the article to be transferred is a bond Jide duplicate and of a subject
which is already represented in Indian museums.
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(2) That previous to such transfer, and assuwing that a duplicate caunot be
usefully retained in the provincial and local museums, it should first be
offered to the Tndian Museum, Calcutta, and museums in other provinees.

(3) That previous fo the transfer of a duplicate outside India the sanction of
the Local Government should be obtained.

&  Lamaccordingly to suggest that (with the permission of the Governor in Council)

lists of duplicates should be prepared and distributed to museams in India before any
Ppresentations are made to museums in countries outside India,

9. Resolution XIT1.—The Government of India are inclined to view with
fayour this resolution which affirms resolutions 12, 13 and 14 of the Museums
Uonference of 1907, but they desire to postpone action for the present.

10. Resolution X1V.—The subject was taken up by the Conference of Orienta-
lists held in July 1911. The Government of Bengal have already beeu addressed

in the mafter and it is probable that other Local Governmeuts will be addressed in
due course.

Order—No. 872, Educational, dated 20th September 1913.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

W. F RANCIS,
Ag. Secrelary to Government.

To the Superintendent, Governent Mussuw.
,»  Director of Publio Instruction.
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EpucaTioNAn DEPARTMENT.

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0. No. 872, EDUCATIONAL,
DATED 20re SEPTEMBER 1913.

[SusiEer.— Report of the Museums Conference of 1912.]

From the Government of India, dated 1st August 1918, No. 92-103.
-

Copies of the Museums Conference report and the Government of India’s letter
containing their remarks on the resolutions of the conference have been circulated in

- advance to His Excellency the Governor and the Honourable Members.

2. The first Museums Conference was held in December 1907 at the Indian

d Museum, Caleutta. The report now

G?Qol}? 786, Bducational, dated 80th Ootober 1 tore Government s that of he second

conference which was held in January-

1912 in Madras. Hereafter these conferences will be held triennially—G.0. No.

570, Educational, dated 22nd October 1909. The report calls for no immediate and

specific action by Government. If any action is considered necessary with reference

to Resolutions Nos, VIIL, VIII, XI, XTI, XV and XVII, the Superintendent will doubt-

less address Government separately. The procedure regarding the distribution of

duplicates of antiquities laid down in paragraph 8 of the Giovernment of India’s letter

i is the same as that already adopted by

* Oopies of the regort have slready gome to this Government—oide papers connected
these officers—G.0. Mis. No. 305, Educa- :

O Tl A ol with D.0O. No. 2495-2, dated 18th

1 August 1913, forwarding to the Govern-

ment of India a list of duplicates of the Tinmevelly and Perumbair prehistoric

antiquities. The Government of India’s letter may be recorded and copy * communi-

cated to the Superintendent, Government Museum, and the Director of Public

Tnstruction.

3. A draft order is submitted for approval.

P.R.—10-9-13.
C. Ramanusa CHARI—11-9-13.

Approved.
W. FraNors—12-9-13.

[5.0. No. 872, Educational, dated 20th September 1913.]
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(2) That previous to such transfer, and assuwing that a duplicate caunot be
usefully retained in the provincial and local museums, it should first be
offered to the Tndian Museum, Calcutta, and museums in other provinees.
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