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Request for exclusion of certain texts aileged to be
objectionable, from the curriculam.
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T an desired to transfer to you for disposal by
the Government the enclosed better No.1542, dated the 4th
July 1913, from the Honorary Secretary, All India Shia
Conference, Lucknow.
I have the honour to be,
Nir,

Your most obedient Servant,

Private Secretary.
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THE HONORARY SECRETARY, i
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\The Priwate Secrgtgry.

Ma dra s,

Sir, ‘

In compliance with Resolution No.16 passed by the
sixth Session of the aAll m&ae Shia Conference held at
Patna in October 1912 I have the honour tQ submit a

memorial to His Excellency the Governor of Madras and to

Tequest that you will kindly put it before His Excellency

for which I shall be highly obliged to you.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
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ating that the Director sees no objection for the use
of the two Urdu Books nemed "Alfaruq" and. "Almemun" in
o W

"schools and colleges in this Presidency.

ExcLosores.

. 6840/13.
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With feferénc,e.to your endéﬁ\‘

sement No. 2155-]1

Educetional, dated l4th July 1913, referring o me for

‘remarks a memofial from the Hc'norary Secretery of gh

*

&

All Indie Shish Conference préying tor the exc
- *

of the books named "Alﬁfur
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lusion




the colleges in this Preaidency.

they are not used in any of those institutions. . It is

in Urdu preseribed for the Intermediate examination of

1914 &nd "Almamum"for the exemination of 1915. TFrom

the report furnished by Abdur Rahim Sahib, B.A., L.T’.L

=

Sub-Assistent Inspector of Nuhammaden Schools, Medres,
Government will observe that he considers neither.ﬁook'
objectionable nor opposed to the Shish creed. Io com-
Prlaint as to the books has been received from Madras
at the Confereénce. In these circumstances I see no
reason for the discontinuence of the books in any of

2. I return herewith the memorial received with
the endorsement referred to above.

I liave the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servent,

%W
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For Direotgéfpf Public Instruction.
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Copy of letter R. 0. . To. 92 G1/13, adated 20th August
1913, from Abdur Hahim Sahib, B.4., L.T., Sub-Assistant
Inspector of Schools, Madres Muhemmaden Renge, %o the
Director ot Public Instruetion, Madres.

With reference to Proceedings, Ref. on C. Mo. 6840/13,
dated 31st July 1913, I beg to state that neither of the
books "Al'Farug" end "Al'Mamun" named@ therein ie used in

'any of the schools Secondary or Elementary within ny

Jurisdiction. They are however studied in the Tntermediat‘
classes, the Yormer being one of the Texts rrescribed in :
Urdu for the Intermediate exemination of 1914 (Please vide
Page 38 of the Fort St. George Gazette Part T B. dated

23rd January 1912) and the latter for the exaemination of
1915 (Page 701 of the Fort St. Yeorge Gazette‘ Part I B

dated 10th December 1912).

G The books are historicel and are foremost in the
"Heroes of Islam™ series written by Shumsul Ulma Shibli
Nowmani, Professor of Arabic (since retired) of the Anglo
Oriental College, Aligarh. The series has been held in
high estimation by Muslim scholers throughout Tndis. The
late Sir Syed Ahmed wrote the vrefaece to the "Al' Mamun™
appreciating the work of Shibili; and the book was printed ./
and published at the cost of the Committee of the Aligarh
College. The faet that Sir Syed was the Secretary of the !
said Committee and the body itself included some o the
best educated Muhammadan gentlemen of Morth Tndia is suf-
ficient guasrantee thet there is nothing in the book directly
poignant or opposed to the creed ot any section of the
luhammadan Public. The "Al'Memun™ is the life and history
0% the times of Mamun Reshid son of Haroonael Reshid, and
the most renowned of the Abboside Khalifs, especielly ior

the litersry activity of his reign. The events are

recorded and criticized in an impertiel ana historical

spirit. The book contains a reference to certain Questions
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of law relating to marrisge in which the ShisHs and Sunnies

differed end which prominently came ur for discussion in

the reign and also to rebellions in the reign by adherents

(Shies) of the @irect line of the Prophet to get the Zhaifate g

transferred to thet line in violation of the principle of
election. Apart from these things which could not be
avoided in a historical work, there is nothing opposed to

the Shiah doctrine.

The "Alfarug" is a biography of Oomer the second
successor of the Prophet. The tirst and the second
sucessors of the Prophﬁﬁmgwed their position to election
pure and simple, whisk sxs party even in those days wanted
to settle the sucession in the family ot the Prophet.

Thet party became the Shiahs of later day and to them ;

Aco
Oomer wes & usurper, whatever were the ualities snd his

fitness to hold the office. But Shibili viewing the

personality in a purely historical light proves by the

evidence of events (not his title to sug%ssion as opposed
to other claimants) but that Oomer's private and public
life were models for all times, that he was a successful
kgég;ZT?%géétern‘2;;g§::2£2§nﬁ & brillient scholar, all
combined in one. Unavoidably, however, he refers to the
squebles which immediately followed the Propheté death

and in which the democratic principlqﬁ_of election finally
triumphed. Thl@ there is nothing in this book either

direet. pointed against the Shiah creed. .

If either book could be regarded as opposed to the
Shiah faith, surely the Board of Studies of the Madras
University would not have selected them as text-books
for the Intermediate exemination.

(True copy)
<
Gty

For Director of Public Instruction.




o,as:;', from the Secretary, All-India Shiah Conf

C.No.2653,

pL& oftcif.

dated 4th Tuly 1913,
from the DP.I.,  R.C.No.6840, dated 18-

Subject.

Exclusion of certain Bt Urdu text-books a.llv
to be. objectionable from the curriculun
e of studles.

In accordance with a Resolution of the All-
India Shigh Conference held at Patna, the Wonorary
Secretary submits a memorial praying for the exc: 3
from the curricula of studies of two Urdu text-book
named "Almanun" and "Alfarug" on the ground that th
sentiments expressed therein are opposed to the Sai
creed of Islam and calculated to wound their reli.
glous susceptibilities.
2. From the Director's report on pages 20 to
23 of current file it will be observed that books a
prescribed only for the University courses and not
' for any secondary br glenentary schoolu.. The ma.tbt_e
is therefore one primarily for consideration by the
~ Board of Studies of the University and the Syndioa.ﬁ
It is for consideration whether the petition may he

transferred to the University for disposal, copy

| being sent to the memorialist. -
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