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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rrap—the following papers :—
it

ZLetter—from M.R.Ry. M. Krisunax Avargal, Malayalam Translator to Govern-
ment.

To—the Chief Secretary to Government.

Dated—Madras, N.C., the 31st October 1912.

[ beg to bring to your notice that students of Malayalam, both Native and
European, suffer alike from want of a good and up-to-date dictionary in Malayalam.
Mr. Brown’s dictionary iu T'elugu was a few years ago improved and enlirged. A
Tamil dictionary recently brought out with considerable improvements and additions
has supplied this need in that language. Rev. Kittel's dictionary in Canarese
more or less adequately supplies a want long felt by Canarese students. In Mala-
yalam alone, among the highly-cultivated Dravidian languages, a dictionary adequate
to meet present needs is still a desideratum, There are only two Malayalam diction-
aries in existence so to speak, at present —one brought out by Rev. Bailey of Kottayam
in the early part of the last century under the patronage of the Honourable East
India Company, while the other was published by Dr. Gundert in 1872. Neither of
these can be said even to approach in point of completeness and correctness the
dictionaries in other languages. Literary activity in Malayalam during the last two
or three decades has been so great that very great additions have been made to the
literature by the translation of many important Sanskrit and English works, no less
than by the constant publication of original works. The Malayalam periodicals and
newspapers, it is well known, are a special feature of activity of the Malayalam-
speaking people and they exceed sixty in number.

2. 1o supply the meed of a dictionary answering to the vast output of new
Malayalam literature I have for the last few years been engaged in collecting materials
and I have also secured co-operation of about a dozen friends for the purpose.

3. Such gigantic task cannot be brought to a successful issue without adequate
pecuniary help from Government and if Government will kindly render such help T
shall be glad to place my services at their disposal.

4. T need not say much about my qualification for the work, I spent more than
thirty-two years as a teacher of Malayalam to the students of the B.A. class in the
Presidency College and have been Malayalam Translator to Government for the last
19 years ; an examiner in connection with the various Government examinations for
abouf 25 years; a chairman of the Board of Examiners in Malayalam in eonnection
with the University examination for upwards of 12 years ; a member of the Guvern-
ment Text-Book Committee for the last several years ; a member of Dravidian Board
of Studies for more than a dozen years; a member of the Madras School-book and.
Literature Society for many, years and edifor of the Matriculation text-book in
Malayalam for more than a dozen years.

5. Some of the books brought out by me for the improvement of Malayalam are
given in the list hereto appended.

6. In compiling the dictionary I intend to follow the plan of the Oxford English
dictionary, to give the pronunciation of the words in Roman characters and the
meaning in English and Malayalam But I shall be glad to adopt any suggestion
which the Government may think fit to make, -

7. Merely to collect materials for the compilation of such a dictionary will
require a large sum of money inasmuch as hooks will have to be purchased represent-
ing every class of Malayalam literature and several amanuenses will have to be
engaged to copy and classify extracts and quotations. [ therefore request that

Government may be pleased to consider the importance of the publication proposed.
by me and sanction a liberal grant-in-aid.
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ENoLOSURE.

List cf books brought out by M.R.Ry. M. Krishnan Avargal for the improvement
of Malayalam.

A Crown edition of Anglo-Malayalam Dictionary.

. Blements of Civics—translated into Malayalam.

. Sanitary Primer by Cunningham.

. Agricultural Primer by Robertson.

Duncan’s Geography of Asia.

Duncan’s Geography of Europe.

. Sinolair’s History of India.

- Government Third Malayalam Reader.

. Government Fourth Malayalam Reader.

. Natural History of Animals, Part T T Mahiraiore.Pribe Baok

- Natural History of Animals, Parb IT [ =F2YAN00IC S auarajais Lrize 0o

. Domestic Economy by Mrs. Brander

. Indian Kindergarten for Infant Standard.

. Balavyakaranam—A Malayalam Grammar.

. Tales from Tndian History for Primary schools.

. Malayalam Reader for Form I.

. Malayalam Reader for Form IL.

. Malayalam Reader for Form ITI.

. History for Form I.

. History for Form IL

. History for Forﬁx IIL.

. First Standard Reader : Malayalam 9

. Second Standard Reader: Maf;yalam }Messrs. Longmane, Grean & Qo.

. Macmillan’s Indian History for Primary schools.

25. Marsden’s Readers: The first four numbers completely revised and mostly re-
written.

26. Maemillan’s 8th, 9th and 10th Readers completely revised and mostly re-written.

27. All the Basel Mission Readers revised and edited.

28. Nalakatha. 2

29, Chandrahasa charitram |

30. Savitri. +Matriculation Prose.

31. Swasahayam.

32 Katyayini. J :

33. A Coronation ode, etc., adopted by Government and sung by the school children of

Malabar in all important centres.
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Memorandum No. 3183-3, Educational, dated 12th February 1913,
The attention of the Syndicate of the Madras University is invited to the accom-

S panying letter from M.R.Ry. M. Krishnan Avargal, Malayalam Translator to Govern-

ment, dated 3[st October 1912, requesting a grant-in-aid of the compilation of a
Malayalam dictiohary which he has on hand. As at present advised, the Gnvgmment
believe thatno undertaking of the description contemplated could be accomplished so
as to command and deserve public confidence except through the agency of a repre-
sentative committee with a definite and well-considered Plan before 1(': and under
competent supervision. With the venture under such guidance the Native S!;ates of

fochin and Travancore would probably be willing to co-operate. The Syndicate is
reguested to consider the question and to state whether it would be prepared to under-
que the task of forming and supervising a committee for the purpose. If so, the
Government would desire also to be furnished with as aceurate as possible an estimate
of the cost of the compilation and with information as to the financial arrangements
recommended. This reference must not, however, be construed as implying the
admission of any claim to assistance from Provincial funds in the event of the scheme
being taken up by the University.

L. Davipsox,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

" To the Registrar, Madras University.
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Letter—from J. J. Hensuaw, Hsq., 8.4., Manager-in-charge, office of the Regis-
trar, University of Madras.

To—the Secretary to Government, Fducational Department.

Dated—Senate House, the 22nd May 1913.

No.—2380.

In reply to your reminder, dated the 19th instant, requesting an early reply <o
Government memorandum No. 3183-3, Hducational, dated the 12th February last,
regarding the compilation of a Malayalam dictionary, I have the honour to inform
you that the subject is still under the consideration of a committee of the Syndicate
to which it has been referred for report and that, as no meeting of the Syndicate vill
be held until the 5th August nexf, it will not be possible to send you a reply to the
memorandum until after that date.

v

Letter—from J. J. Hexsmaw, Esq:, B.a., Manager-in-charge, office of the Regis-
trar, University of Madras.

To——the Secretary to Government, Hducational Department.

Dated— Senate House, the &th August 1913.

No.—3699.

With reference to memorandum No. 3183-3, Educational, dated 12th February
1913, and in continuation of my letter No. 2380, dated 22nd May 1913, I have the
honour by direction to inform you that, while the Syndicate is of opinion that there
is an undoubted need for the compilation of a Malayalam dictionary of the description
contemplated in the papers referred by Government, it is not prepared at present to
undertake any responsibility in the matter, The Syndicate feels “hat the matter can
safely wait until the completion of the Tamil lexicon now in hand, as the experience
gained in connection therewith will he of great service in the preparation of the
proposed Malayalam dictionary.

Order—No. 769, Educational, dated 19th August 1913.
With reference to his application for a gran t-in-
Malayalam dictionary, M.R.Ry. M. Krishnan will be
“ing the question of subsidizing such a work, the Go
experience which will be afforded by the compilation,of the Tamil lexicon which is

now in progress. They therefore regret that they are unable to tak
action at present in respect of Mr. Krishnan’s requezt. denieiil

aid towards the compilation of a
informed that, before consider-
vernment desire to profit by the

(True Extract.)

W. Francrs,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

To M.R.Ry. M. Krishnan Avargal, M
» the Registrar, University of Madra

alayalam Translator to Government,
s.
»» the Public Department.

EDUCATIONAT [DEPARTMENT.

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0. No. 769, EDUCATIONAL, DATED
19T AUGUST 1913.

| Sussner.—A4 Malayalam Dictionary.]

From Mr. M. Krishnan, dated 31st October 1912.

Pusnic DEPARTMENT.

Mr. M. Krishnan, Malayalam Translator to Government, applies for a grant-
in-aid from Government towards the publication of a new Malayalam dictionary.
He states that in Malayalam alone, among the highly cultivated Dravidian languages,
there is not yet a good and up-to-date dictionary adequate to meet the present day
needs, and that students of Malayalam, both luropean and Indian, alike feel the
want. T'o supply the need, he has for the last few years been engaged in collecting
materials, and has also secured the co-operation of about a dozen friends for the
purpose.

2. A few years ago, when a new edition of Browne’s Telugu-English dictionary

e was published Government gave a sub-

G.0. No. 402 Financial, dated 2nd July 1896. sidy of Rs. 5,000 from Provincial funds

G.0. No. 3, Finarcial, dated 4th January 1897. ¢ the S,P.C.K. for the purpose, the first

G.0. No. 829, Financial, dated 18th October moiety being paid when it was reported

1902. that the work was “ more than half

: e : completed.” Government only got six

G'(J)énﬁr:r'y %9(& naneia] (Bookydleted ity copies of the dictionary free in return,

but afterwards purchased thirty copies at

- cost price less proportionate Government contribution on each copy.
3. There is at present under the consideration of the Government the publication
“ . ‘ f a Tamil lexicon out of the materials
Letter to the Government of India No. 94, ©

: 1912, collected by the late Dr. Pope to be

Hducstiopal Waedows Mooy undertaken by a representative committee
formed for the purpose, under the supervision and control of the University of .

Madras. The Government of India have

been recently furnished with a detailed

estimate of the scheme, amounting to a

lakh of rupees to be given to ¢he Pniversity in the form of annual grants spread over

: i such a period as may be found necessary.

G.. No. 94, Educational, dated 5th February portion of the total cost is expected to

el be recouped from the gale of the book.

4. In his despatch No. 6 Public (Record), dated 30th November 1906, the

5 . Secretary of State stated in connection

Palg;:hﬁziﬁ;) 19N007.30 = duoatfonal daterl with the proposed publication of the

Tamil lexicon that undertakings of this

nature, involving the expenditure of large sums of public money, require careful

scrutiny, and that it is inexpedient that any pledge of Government assistance
siuld be given until the whole scheme was before him.

5. In the present case, the scheme is not yet matured, and there is no informa-
tion as to what the total cost of publishing the proposed dictionary will be, and how
long it will take. It is submitted that, until a complete and detailed schemo is
before the Government if is, not perhaps desirable to promise any financial assist- -
ance. The question appears to be one for consideration in the Rducational

Letter No. 494, Educational, dated 4th June
1912. P

-department, and it is submitted that the current may be transferred to that depart-~
-ment for disposal.

0.T.G.—21-11-12.

N. Karmasa Sarna—22-11-12.
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e publication of a Malayalam dictionary stands on a different footing from
that ’ﬁl ap’l‘amil or Telugu or %anarese dictionyary. The two Native States of Cochin
and Travancore are keenly interested in the work, and | believe some attempt
was being made by the Text Book Committee in Travancore to take up the work,
1t will be well therefore if the co-operation of the two States can be secured.

2. It is not desirable to entrust the work to an individual.®* If Government

% % is to contribute, we must have the assm-
* Especé::}lly when be is, like M, Krishnan, S T e ge done by a
It . representative committee under competent
L ey sugervision, and the result will be fecog-

nised as authoritative by the Malayalam scholars.

8. If Mr. Krishnan can with the advice and assistance of the two States form a
representative committee, and get the University to undertake the work of supervi-
sion, and if the undertaking is planned on definite lines—so as more or less to
conform to the Tamil dictionary that the University has undertaken to bring out—
and an approximate statement of costs is also furnished, then it will be time enough
for the Government to consider what assistance should be given.

C. 8. ANANTARAM AYYAR-—23-11-12.
To the Educational Department.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
Submitted that the file may in the first instance be forwarded to the Director of
Public Instruction for remarks.
C. RamMaNUTA ACHARI—27-11-12.

Yes, please
L. Davipson—28-11-12.

To the Director of Public Instruction.

Orrick oF THE DIRECTOR 0F PusLic INnsTRUCTION.

Perhaps the University might be asked whether they are prepared to form and

| supervise a committee and if so to make as accurate an estimate as possible of the

money required. The Governments of Travancore and Cochin might then be asked
| to contribute, either by Government or by University.

J. H. StoNg—17-12-12.
Zo the Educational Depariment. ;

EpucarioNar, DepaRTMENT,

Presumably Mr. Stone considers that the undertaking is worthy of encourage-
ment and deals with the further course to be taken in the matter. ~ Submitted that
before the University is asked whether it would form and supervise a committee for
the purpose, Mr. Krishnan may be asked whether he would be willing to make the
materials he has gathered available to the committee if one is formed and if so under
what conditions. A rough estimate of the cost of the production of the dictionar
may also be called for from Mr, Krishnan. v

Mr. Krishnan has done revising and editing work in connection with English-
Malayalam dictionary published by the Basel Mission Press. Please see ;:persggilh
G.0. No. 655, Educational, dated 2nd October 1907.

C. RAMANUJA ACHARI—25-12-12,

No. 769, EpuvoarioNar, 19rn Aveusr 1913.

Educational may concur in the Under Secretary’s note at page 2 except as to
the form of the dictionary. We do not ourselyes know what form the Tamil
dictionary will assume ; it may be very elaborate. I remember that 25 years ago
Dr. Pope was contemplating the insertion of quotations from classic works to illustrate
the meanings given ; and he had actually made a large collection to that end.

2. The next step should, I think, he a reference, preferably informal, to the
Syndicate. ¢

3. But before even this preliminary step is taken, Financial should see the papers,
as any such action, no matter how guarded the reference may be, will by some
persons be construed as warranting an expectation of help from Government. That
Government should help any well considered aftempt to compile a good Malayalam
dietionary I have no doubt.

I. Davipson—23-1-13.

To the Financial Department.

FINANCIAL DrPAkTMENT,

For precedents where financial help has been rendered from Provincial funds in

connection with the compilation of Vernacular dictionaries, attention is solicited to—

(1) G.0. No. 402, Financial, dated 2nd July 1896, where the grant of a sum

of Rs. 5,000 to the society for promoting Christian knowledge, Madras, was approved

with the sanction of the Secretary of State towards the cost of bringing out a new
edition of Brown’s Telugu-English Dictionary ;

(1i) G.O. No. 991, Educational, dated 11th November 1912, where an aggregate
sum of one lakh has heen promised to the Madras University in connection with the
compilation of a new lexicon of the Tamil language. .

In the present case, the Fducational Department apparently cousider that the
compilation of a Malayalam dictionary is immediately necessary, and they propose to
make a reference to the Syndicate of the Madras University in regard to the arrange-
ments to be made in connection therewith.

2. It is submitted that very recently large grants have been made to the
University both from Imperial and Provinciai funds as shown bglow e

(A) 400 lakhs .. from Imperial Non-recurring.
G.0. No. 741, Financial, dated fqus.
2B Noyeniner (912 o (¢ *65 Jakh < o. Recurring.
P‘;’;?'S&Li’fn?:&’“&fi?i?" (C) 150 lakhs .. from P‘;ovinoial Non-recurring.
funds.

One of the conditions subject to which the above grants have been made is that
all money the appropriation of which has
Paragraph 2 of G.0. No. 741, Financial, dated - ot heen specifically sanctioned shall be
28th November 1912, and paragraph 182 of 4. 40d until a scheme of expenditure on
Draft BinancialiBtateront for 1915515 suitable objects has been duly approved by
this Government in regard to (C) and His Excellency the Chancellor and the Govern-
ment of India, in regard to (A) and (B).
Perhaps Educational may be asked whether Proposals for the utilization of these funds
this scheme might not be considered along with are now under consideration in Educa-
other proposals for the utilization of the large tional, and it is submitted that if it is
gr¥ats to the University, which have beexll fand- thought essential that help from Pro-
ed pending approval to defailed P P Reny.  vincial funds is necessary in the compila-
; tion of a Malayalam dictionary, the item
may be taken into account by Educational in connection with the utilization of the
above grants. If this is approved, a special separate allotment from Provincial funds
will not be necessary in the compilation of a Malayalam dictionary now proposed.
3. The case may, it is submitted, be returned to Educational.
C.P.K.—81-1-13.
S. D. SuNparRaM Prirar—I1-2-13.
C. Rery—38-2-18.
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2 ; PR ~ M Fa 238 -5 %
W ed t object to the proposed roference to the ‘Syndicate, on the under: ! C.No.1678, from the University of Madras, No.2380, q/22-5-191
e need not objec ( e to the Syndica  the under-
standing that if the eJcheme is taken up by the University no elaim to exfra assistance o : O N0, 24as, & No. 5699, Ve
from Provineial funds will be necessarily admitted. T : , '
; - A. G. CarpEW—4-2-13.
To the Biducational Department. > : (I s
~ : { g :
EpvucartoNat, DEPARTMENT. : ’ T , ey

A draft memorandum to the Syndicate of the University is submitted for approval.

C. RaManuia AcHARI—9-2-13. : . 5

: b | SRy . to his application
Re-type as amended please and submit to His Excellency the Governor. : £ | J JAL Withit hereras born é :&pp
L}[D”msonr—llol_zl;llxé : N ! for a grant in aid Ger rt/he compila-
ENTLAND |—. =2=0a.0 oy S g 2

L ‘ 1 f)Malayalam Dictionary, M.R.Ry.
[Memorandum No. 3183-3, Educational, dated 12th February 1913.] e ; L : tion of)Ma )

M; Krishnan will he informed that—a@=
From the University of Madras, No. 2380, dated 22nd May 1913.

The papers may lie over till the University’s reply to Memorandum No, 3183-3,
dated 12th February 1913, is received. A reminder may issue about the 20th August
next if the reply is not received earlier.

P.R.—29-5-13. ?

The Public Department may see the file in the meanwhile for information.
C. Ramavusa AomaRI—1-6-13. !

= | bxcept
Not necessary. Lie over till 20th August. : - ! ' ran're senta-

C. 8. AvasraRAM AyvaR—4-6-13. e el g 3

From the Universz’zy of Madras, No. 3699, dated Sth August 1913,

definite and

afore 1t and

o e ee to defer consideration = B : . gyRdlcaians :
ot the request, Mr. Krishnan may perhaps be informed that, as the S dicate of . T G ;
the Madras Umvg,rglyy which was consulted in the matter are not preparegn to under- & ; wileh, Belng lo/the GUENEE T
take any responsibility, the Government do not propose to take any further action ] :
in respect of his request. A draft order is' submitted for approval. ;

C. RauaNuwa AcHARI—14-8-13,

: : - . . ether it
The dictionary would be too big an undertaking for a gentleman of Mr. Krish- : *
nan’s age to see through single-handed and a dicti i .

YACOROUY 8 ftee would = . forming and
-command more respect than any one man’s work. ¢ i 3 4

| But the Syndicate, which alone could run such a committee, is not dis
- move until the Tamil lexicon is off its hands, L e

! g
The matter may therefore be deferred.
The draft is for approval.

W. Praos—15-8-18, B
PlENTEAND]—18-8_13, : { / :
~ Issue. - ; ‘
. % - W. Fravos—19-8.13.
[6.0. No. 769, Educational, dated 19th August 1913,




o i
wim'regret that they ars unahle

to ta’ﬁezac-hinn at presant in respect

of Mr XKrishnan's request.

¢/

-

To M.R.,Ry. M, Krishnean Avl.,
‘Nhlayala.m Translator to Government

To the Registrar, Universi*,_{ of MadFas,

L 3 e Rl
"y ; kfiw\ ,«/élj%’
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Current No...........

G.0. N07§7

Correspendence.
Number of MS. pages sent { 6Y)
- -

Notes. Crerearenaneeiaunesies

X yrie/ subject.. LY\

s

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE
SEORETARIAT.

(@) If a paper is marked to be printed
urgently, the Superintendent of the section
concerned should sign the Press slip. Tha
Superintendent should exercise a careful discre-
tion in the matter.

(6) Bach letter, memorandum, or order,or set
. of orders, in the file of correspondence should be
headed in succession with the Roman numeral I,
" |11, IO, ete., the number being written inred ink

sl or blue chalk above the item. The particular

);nmbeic] o Qﬁmm‘ f“ ik ylz&h« e A papers to be printed in the special issue-copies
off (not inaluding copies for volumes and. blous for 1§ eoffhspobiase Nptes. | should be indicated by the Roman numeral (I,
editors' tuble whicl are retained i the Frew). [RUONN Y 1 S 1L, ete.) by which that item has been headed in
A1 dle K . B0 O the pondence file, All matter, including

ﬂ‘( ‘marginal reniarks or réferences, to be printed

C
Madras Records
Ooty Records
For filing with original

/7 should be written in ink and matter which should
**'| not be printed should be encircled. Initialsand
- |signatures'that are not quite legible should be
..|re-written distinctly.
(8') For rules regarding printing of notes,

see rule 315 of tie office Manual.

(¢) The number of copies and the details of
distribution should be filled in by the Superin-
tendent or Referencer concerned.

32

Totalt®1
For Issue.t rmnEG s
: § | £
£ |2
£ | ES | No.
3|8

(d) In the absence of special instructions te
the Press to keep matterstanding fora specified

Papers.

Signature copies.
(India Office.
Govt. of India,
Revenue Department..
Public Works Department........

Local and Municipal Department.
Educational Department......

| Financial Dept;
Marine Depb...........
Eeclesiastical Dept.

PN SRl S S

Bpare copies
A

period, ordinary papers of 8 pages and under
will be kept standing for one week, and larger
" | papers for {wv weeks only. The type of notes
»|and of all confidential papers is distributed
immediately ofter striking.
.| _(¢) This elip, properly and completely
.| filled in, should accompany every paper sent to
Press; it will be returned by the I’ress when
* | proois are furnished ; it should be sent to the
Press when a call is made for revised proofs or
when a corrected proof is sent for striking.
When finally returned by Press it should
be filed with the original order or letter.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PRESS.

(a) If, in the opinion of the Superintendent of
A {the Press, a paper has been marked urgent
——{ nnnecessarily, he should send the Press slip to
the Registrar with a remark to that effeot.

{#) Unless a note to the contrary is made
against the matter, pencil entries should nob
'| be printed. The Superintendent of the Press
_|may bring to the notice of the Kegistrar
any 1mstance of incomplete or careless editing.

(¢) Bignature copies of letters to the
.| Becretary of State or to the Government of

India should be printed on hand-maae paper.
(d) This slip should be returned by the Press
*| to the Secretariat when proofs are furnished ; it
- |will be sent back to the Press when proofs

.|are retwned corrected and should be finally
returned to the Secretariat when struck-off
*| copies are supplied. =

(e) The names of the Seoretary and Menihers
should be printed in full when they occur on
.- | theright hand side, only the first fime when
.| they appear on the left side, the initials alone
being printed later.

Total

Total
aE
* Uopies distributed 0m.vuuveeveeaerisniecosineninian. o '« o I X\Eress Olerk.)
#\ ess Despatarer.)

f Copies distribuetd on .. ............ o eeetons o

1 20 06 niriaues ana aazea

Le +.0.
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3 i i ¥ d corrected. Pleasestrike | As the matter is clear manuseri atmi‘
_ Pleace send proof in duplicate. The Proof returne rected. gt [be Wipmuigl s den, i RN
papers have been carefully edited. oft and send number of copies as indicated. s l?:’:enb, e pri"n(t a}; it
: ; usual interval, | - number of copies as indicated ¥

Type may be released ° it T po sap heln 5 mr e

Sprerar INSTRUCTIONS.

TO*BE FILLED IN BY THE PRESS.
Diary.
Received in Press on...
First proof furnished on..
Call for revised proof received on,
Revised proof furnished on
‘Cor‘muted proof recoived for striking on,
Final copies supplied on.
Account of copies. Sanpte’

- Bupplied to Secretariat for Record _;Z_,

» » s Beswel i #
9, i » dor ‘Bxtra BT .
copies to supply requisitions for sale to
the public.
- . Kor Volumes...

- For supply to newspapers and institutions
admitted to the privileges of the E.T.
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