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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. H. Smarp, c.LE, Joint Se_cretar_y to the Govern~
ment of India, Department of Education (Education).
To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Educational Department.
Dated—Siw)a, the 18th June 1913.
No—1083—1094.
ir rar information a copy of the papers noted in the margin
T am directed to forward for in 1-egarg1{ng . sclll)erge e gstab!ishme'nt
1. Despatch fo the Secretary of State, No. 85, of an Oriental Research Institute in India.
dated the 11th April 1912, and elfxcl;sure. 2. As at present advasedithe Govenn
2. Despatoh from tho Secrotary of State, .4 of Trgia are of opinion that Delhi will
‘\';01};51’11&&11'0’ (.iﬂted el be a particularly suiléable centre for the
1018 apd ondloseren, Oriental Research Institute should such an
isitution be established. The objections which have been raised in the course of
the Secretary of State’s despatch of the 21st February 1913, and of its enclosure, had
already been considered by the Government of India. That Caleutta was and would
confinue to be the seat of the central government was the underlying assumption
which unconsciously coloured the deliberations of the conference of 1911. The
influences both climatic and social in Delhi would, in their opinion, be more favour-
able to research than those of Calcutta, especially as the Royal Asiatic Society are
correct in their presumption that wherever situated the institute would offer a long
vacation during the summer. The main reason (as was explained by Dr. Denison
Ross in the course of the proceedings) for including the Asiatic Sociefy of Bengal in
the purview of the scheme was the desire to obtain ready access to its valuable
Library. But, as stated in the despateh, the lack of libraries is a matter which can
be remedied and an excellent nucleus exists in the library of the Director-General of
Archwology. If isin no sense intended to cripple the efforts of the Asiatic Society
of Bengal.  As mentioned in the despatch of the 11th April 1912, that Society will
continue to receive support ; and its established reputation and its usefulness can
hardly be affected by the establishment of another centre of research at a distance of
900 miles. There is room in India for more than one such body ; and it 1s observed
that Bombay has a brauch of the Roval Asiatic Society. It would be difficult to
point with precision to the ceutres of various interests alluded to in paragraph 7 of
the Secretary of State’s despatch. But Delhi is more accessible from most parts of
India than is Calcutta.

3. As regards paragraph 8 it was the intention of the Government of India fo
enlist the co-operation of the universities. This i3 clear from paragraph 4 of e
scheme. The location of the institute in any university town would inevitably lead
to the exclusion of the other universitiés from participation in its benefits. Moreover,
the methods and traditions of our universities would not easily accommodate them-
selves to the ideals of an institute whose work will include the utilisation and
encouragement of maulvis and pandits bred in older but profound ways of study.
The institute is intended to keep in touch with the universities and to help them by
the training up of teachers and scholars in research. Bat it would fail to accomplish
this task were it tied to necessarily rigid regulations and the examinational system of
a university body.

4. Tt is remarked in the despatch that nothing in the proceedings of the con-
ference of orientalists suggests the view that the choice of Calcutta was contingent
on the Board of examiners remaining there. This is so. The latest proposals on
this question (regarding which you are being addressed separately) comprise the
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abolition of the Central Board, the formation of a number of provincial Boards, and
the conduet of the Degree of Honour tests by the Oriental Research Institute. It
has been observed that Calcutta is particularly ill-suited as a centre for examinations
in classical languages. 'I'he great majority of candidates reside outside Bengal, and
experience has shown that candidates in upper India are discouraged from going up
for the higher examinations by the trouble and expense of the jomrney to Calcutta.

5. The Government of India regard the encouragement of oriental research as
an imperial question in which they themselves are profoundly interested. Their
proposal to establish such an institute by the aid of imperial funds has always been
based on the supposition that the institute would he located in the capital under
their own immediate supervision and that the advice of its specialists would be
available for them, and they would not be prepared fo finance from imperial funds an
institute whose imperial character was not clearly indicated by its location.

6. Before, however, replying to the Secretary of State the Government of India
would be glad to be favoured with the opinion of His Excellency the Governor in
Couneil upon the contents of the despateh and its enclosure. I am to ask that these
views be communicated not later than the 1st August.

ENcrosurEs.

(1)
Despateh—from the Government of India, Finance Department (Salaries,
Bstablishments, ete.—Fducation).
To—His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.
Dated—Simla, the 11th April 1912,

No.—85.

‘We have the honour to address Your Lordship on the establishment of an Oriental Research.
Institute.

2. The need for such an institute is pressing both from the political and from  the edu-
cational point of view. There are at the present time forces at work in India which aim at the
restoration of the dreams and yearnings of an ancient civilisation, They are exemplified in
many ways, not least in the demand for religious instruction in our schools and colleges and for
Universities of a new type resting on a religious basis. Such a movement, if wisely guided, is
likely to prove beneficial ; if neglected, it cannot but be reactionary. It is necessary to keep tke
impact of western scholarship strong and dynamic and to present the best elements of Indian
civilization through the medium of western methods of 1esearch and in relation with modern
ideas and progress. To effect this, we require highly trained teachers in Orieuntalia for our
universities and colleges and throngh them competent instructors for our schools, These we
haye not got at present nor do we seem likely to obtain them under the present system. Our
universities, immersed in the needful task of providing modern and utilitarian instruction, have
been able to pay but little attention to research (as apart from instruction) in oriental studies.
‘We are not safisfied as to the methods of selection of holders of scholarships in Burope for
oriental research ; and we feel that study in this country would often, if practicable, be more
effectual.  We desire therefore to rearrange and cencentrate our forces. And we think that an
institution framed somewhat on the lines of the schools at Hanoi and Viadivostok would best
serve our purpose and would effectually remove any charge of neglect in these matters which
might at present be levelled against our Government.

3. This was the view of a Conference of Orientalists which met in Simla in July last, in
orfler to disenss the cultivation of Orieutalia generally, including archaology and museums.
The scheme which we now recommend and an outline of whioh accompanies this despatch is the
outcome of those deliberations. It aims at creating an institution in which an atmosphere of
scholarship shall prevail and at providing a congenial career and a competence for a limited
number of Indians who wish and who appear worthy to devote their lives to the study of
antiquity. We trust also that in time it will attract European savanfs and scholars, Tt had
originally been intended that the Institute should be located at Calentta in connection with the
Indian Museum and the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal. Tn view of the announcement made
by His Majesty the King-Emperor on the 12th Decomber last, we now propose to establish it at
Delhi ; and we think it will form a dignified adjunct to the new Imperial Capital. It is not
intended to remove from Caleutta any of its existing facilities for study. The Asiatic Society
of Bengal will continue to receive our support. The Indian Museum will remain intact.

4. We consider it of first importance that the Institute should develop gradually on modest
lines. Tt is important to make a commencement by getting scholars together who, with a few
students, will start work in temporary accommodation. We hope to fill up the posts of pro-
fessorships in the first instance in India. We do not contemplate the expenditure of more than
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a lakh of rupees annually from public funds, but the enthusiasm with which the proposal has
been received leads us fo expect that private liberality will not be slow to support and extend
the functions of the institute. Klasticity is very necessary in an institution of this kind ; and
although we have, in discussion with experts, drawn up a scheme of chairs and of remuneration

to their incumbents, we contemplate, as an alternative to the regular appointment of professors-

for n term of years, the invitation from time to time of some distinguished orientalist from inside
or outside Tndia to give a course of lectures at the Institate or to devote a few years to the study
and explication of some branch of antiquarian learning. But the main work of the Institu#
will be research work in which professors and readers, fellows and students will co-operate. The
effect of such an institution on our educational system generally will, we bslieve, be not incon-
siderable in the long run. The co-operation of the Pundits and the Maulvis will, in the opinion
of the Conference of Orientalists, be slowly obtained, but we- have little doubt that eminent
Pundits and Manlvis can be induced to give courses of lectures at the Institute on special
subjects from time to time. There was a consensus of opinion at the conference that the indi-
genous systems of learning should be preserved, that the Pundit and Maalvi should be made as
efficient as possible in their own line, and that then, and only then, and in exceptional cases,
should they imbibe that broader and more modern culture which should initiate them into
scholarship as understood at the present day and into the possibilities of critical research.

5. We propose that the Director-General of Arch@ology should hold the chair of archaeology
and utilise other members of the Department to give courses of lectures for suitable honoraria on
special sabjects, We do not, in view of Your Liordships’s decision, wish to alter the status of
the post which Mr. Marshall holds. We contemplate that be should tour as at present and have
his separate budget, but that he should give lectures on monumental archeology and take stu-
dents with him ou tour, and that he should work in matters of research, museums, excavation,
publications, ete., with learned colleagues advising Government through the Institute while in
matters of conservation he would adyise Government direct as at present. The advantages of
such an arrangement will, we trust, commend themselves to Your Lordship.

6. We invite Your Lordship’s attention to the proposals in regard to scholarships. There
will be no difficulty in placing the two scholarships of Rs. 75 per mensem for archaology at the
disposal of the Institute ; the holders of them would tour with Mr. Marshall as hitherto. There
are in addition the two research scholarships of £150 per annum awarded annually and tenable
in Europ& I'hese scholarships have not, it appears, very successfully answered the purposs for
which they were created. The results of the discussion on the subject will be found in para-
graph 8 of the report of the second day’s proceedings of the Conference of Orientalists. We are
strongly of opinion that when the Institute has been started they should be pooled in a common
scholarship fund to be awarded oun the advice of the Consultative Board of the Institute, to
whom the nominations of the various local Governments in India would be sent. We woald
give the Institute considerable latitude in recommending in each case the amount of the scholar-
slup.' 4Thxs arrangement will, we are confident, insure the maximum of efficiency with due
elasticity. We do not propose to abolish the system of State scholarships to Europe but to send
abroad only those few Indians who have been thoroughly trained to make the most of highly
specialised studies. When scholars are sent to Europe we anticipate that the term shou]g b)e
longer than two years, but this can be settled with reference to the conditions of each case.

7. We have estimated the capital cost at 5 lakhs of rupees. We do not; r

to find this money at once. At present temporary :u-eomxlnodation will li;g ’prﬁtx‘lce‘(’lm’ TE‘LZP:(SZ?
curring expenditure is shown as a little over one lakh. We propose to limit it to a lakh a year.
And we think that the lakh o{ rupees which, in our telegram No, 862-F., dated the 8th Feb):um'\.‘
1912, we proposed to hold in reserve, could not be applied to a more useful object. We
anticipate that there will be savings on this amount during the first two years, but an]v savings
w{ll be usefnll;' expended in the purchase of books for the library (of which au’exeellen’t n‘nolegs
will be found in the Archwological Department library) aud other charges incidental to the i‘1

auguration of the scheme. We trust that Your Lordship will not require more precise details 2;
present. It is essential to the sucoess of the scheme that the management of the Institatih
should in the ﬁmt instance be as elastio as possible. We ask Your ordship’s sanction to the
sefting aside of a lakh of rupees a year for an Oriental Research Institute as Your [ordshi ’s
predecessor sanctioned a lakh of rupees a year for archwology. We propose to hand over ﬂ‘:.

sumlt_o thf Conaulﬁ‘anve Board, who will use it to the best. advantage on an annmal bud ;:
sa ned by the Go : of India. We recognise that much must depend on the seleetﬁm
of the individuals who will start the Institute and we do not wish to tie them down in advane

to a rigid scheme. 'We do not intend to increase pensionary charges. The only ensionable
posts in the institution will be those which, being already pensionable, will be }t);rausfe de
to it and possibly those of the small clerical and menial establishment. i

8. We trust Your Lordship will approve a scheme which will, at a
. e . ! d t
purpose of high political and educational value, open out new fields fornelge?m;‘l)g;):gieo;
educated Indians, and, it is hoped, awaken a fine enthusiasm for scholarship that will add to the

;?:ll)l?:me of British rule in India and gratify a very large and influential portion of the Indian

x;
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Sus-ENCLOSURE.

Seheme for an Oriental Research Inslitute.

1. Object.—The Oriental Research Institute is intended to offer facilities for research in
the higher branches of Oriental study to both Indians and Europeans :—
-~ («) For Indians it will offer instruction in Western methods of research, particularly in
the study of Oriental languages aud literatures; Indian archwology, including the history of
architecture, seulpture, epigraphy and numismatics, ete. ; and in the preparation of a standard
edition of an ancient text and of catalogues raisonnes.
(b) For Furopeans it will offer facilities for reading with the best Pundits and Maulvis.

2. Control—The Institute will be under the immediate control of the President and
Consultative Board of the Institute and under the ultimate control of the Department of Educa-
tion in the Government of India to whom all questions relating to the management, staff and
bursaries shall be referred for final orders.

3. Consultative Board.—The Consultative Board will consist of the President, the professors,
and two persons to be nominafed by the Government of India. It will make proposals upon
the work of the Institute generally, the distribation and allotment of the scholarship fund, the
filling up of vacancies in the Institute, and the outside work of the members of the permanent
staff. The President will submit the opinion of the Board on these matters together with his
own remarks to the Government of India.

4. Associations with other institutions in India.—-The Institute will, so far as possible, be
associated with the Uuniversities of India and other Societies, Colleges, Madrasas and bodies
interested in Oriental studies. The Consultative Board may arrange with members of the staff
to engage in work connected with these bodies and may likewise arrange with those bodies for
the professors, ete., serving under them to aid the Institute in the delivery of lectures and in
other activities relating to orientalia. >

5. Associates.—There will be a body of Associates limited in the first instance to 40, and
consisting of—

~ (i) Oriental scholars in India.
(i) Oriental scholars in other countries.
(iif) Representatives of learned societies, ete., in India.
{iv) Benefactors of the Institute to the extent of an endowment of Rs. 1,00,000.

Associates except in the case of No. (iii) supra will. be life-members recommended by the
Consultative Board, and approved by Government.

* The body of Associates will—
(a) receive the publications of the Institutes ;
(6) keep the President informed of the activities or needs, in the way of Oriental studies,
of ditferent institutions and different parts of the country.

6. Staff.—The professors and readers will ordinarily be whole-time officers. Their duties,
however, may be combined with work at other institutions. Their posts will bs non-pensionable.
Those of professor may ordinarily be tenable for seven years, those of reader for a shorter
period. But distinguished scholars may often be appointed for shorter terms and on special
salaries. Rent-free residences for professors, ete., and hostels for students will, it is hoped,
eventually be provided in close proximity to the Institute.

In the heginning the number of professors will be five, for the following subjects :—

(i) The Vedas (language and literature) and Vedic culture.
(ii) Post-Vedic literature and culture.
« (iii) Buddhism, with Pali language and literature.
(iv) Arabic; history of Islam.
(v) Archeology (in the widest term, including the pre-Muhammadan history of India).
For purposes of caleulation and subject to the foregoing remarks the pay may be taken at——

1 President on Rs. 1,500
2 Professors on ,, 1,200
1 Professor on ,, 1,000
but it may be found necessary to give all the professors equal emoluments and the President a
special allowance. :
The Director-General of Archaology will for the present be the Professor of Archaology.
There will also be an Epigraphist who if possible should also be a Numismatist. He will
remain at present a pensionable Government servant. He will edit the Epigraphia Indica.
The cost of the Director-General of Archaology and the £pigraphist and Numismatist will
as at present be charged to the Archeological budget.
734 EdlL—3
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at least in the first instance, be dsch%])ars. f?;:hhe pay. 1(l)f,sudc.h
ir selectil ill be decided by the Consultative Board. One of them will ordi-
Z‘;};iollarieﬂ:dh;l;ﬁ:‘l;g;%;?ﬁmisrcnatisfa. A sum of Rs. 2,509 will Pe placed at the dlspognl of
the I{ircctor for scholar-readers under the head of scholarships. For the rest there will be
regular readers in—
i) Sanskrit poetry and rhetoric. ot :
((lll)) g;:ixm }md t{e history of the Muhammadan period in India.
The pay of these may be Rs. 400 and Rs. 500, respectively, and the total cost will be
Rs. 10,800. P . =
7. Other expenses.—The office will be kept within the strictest limits.
estimated :—

Some of the readers will,

=

T'he cost may be

RS.

Clerk o o e o oo Sl ggg
Menials 10 at Rs. 8 average oo . = 50 Een
Contingencies : .o % o5 e 3,000
Travelling allowance .. .- oo o Gan ol )
Purcbase of books and manuscripts .. % B 2 A ]2,500
Printing charges oo S S 5 e o 285100

Total .. 23,060

8. Scholarships.—The existing scholarships for research purposes will he made over to the
institute. These are two, each of £150 a year, Also the two annual Arehmlogxcn‘l scholar-
ships of Rs. 75 a month. ‘'his will amount fo an annual totql of Rs. 6,300 ; and thereis the sum
of Rs. 2,500 specified above for readers. The institute will, it is expect.ed, send scl:folars aceasion-
ally to Europe well prepared for highly specialised studies, paying their passago from the funds
at its disposal ; and the only restrictions to be imposed will be that the whole sum available for
scholarships must be accounted for as spent in accordance with the intention for which it is

given. The cost will then be —
RS.

(@) Scholarships b 50 o e 78 55 .. 6,300
(6) Lump sam for scholar-readerships, ete. .. e e .o 2,900
Total .. 8,800

9. Fellowships.—Provision will in the first instance be made for four research Fellowships,
of the value of Rs. 300 a month. Tt is hoped that patrons of the institute will endow other
Fellowships. ‘L he nomination of these Fellowships will be by the Consultative Board to the
Government of India, and for a period recommended by them.

There shall be no fixed limit to the tenure of a Fellowship, but it will always be within
the power of Government to deprive any Fellow of his Fellowship.

Note.—In making it possible in theory to hold Fellowships for life, the cirenmstance has
not been lost sight of that when posts requiring a knowledge of Oriental languages fell vacant,
local Directors of Public Iustruction and Principals of private colleges will naturally turn first
to the Oriental Institute for filling the vacancy, and if a Fellow after completing five years in
the institute is tempted away by the offer of a high salary no attempt will be made to deter
him.

Fellows of the Oriental Institute of two years’ standing will be permitted to engage in
work outside the institute provided such work is divectly connected with their special subject and
does not take them away unduly from the institute. It will be the duty of the Consultative
Board to see that every Fellow of more than two years’ standing is always engaged on sgme
special enquiry of research and publishes theses from time to time.

The cost will be Rs. 14,400 a year.

Financial effect—The total cost will be— RS.
Professors (excluding the Professor of Archmology whose pay is
provided in the Archmological budget oo o e 58,800
Epigraphist and Numismatist (pay provided in the Archaological
budget).
Readers ) A 25 s s e BT 5 10,800
Office and contingencies .. 56 G G oo 55 23,060
() 6,300
Scholarships et e o it >
(b) 2,500
Fellowships 5 i 55 5 55 o el 14,400

Total .. 1,15,860

ﬁ
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The following, however, are in reality savings from other budgets or ly 1
wno e oloning b 5 y g udgets or properly chargeable

- 63(()io) The whole of scholarships () represents merely a transfer of funds. Annual cost
s. 6,

(ii) Of Rs. 12,500 for hooks and manuseripts some Rs. 5,000 be found i t!
one lakh grant of the ,Archaaologienl budget. 5 o e

~ This will reduce the recurring cost of the institute to Rs. 1,04,560.
For buildings the cost may be put at —

RS.
Central Library and lecture rooms . . & fo g . 2,50,000
Residences for professors and hostels S0 5% 5o .. 2,50,000

Total .. 5.00,000

®

Despatch—trom His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.
To—Hg Exgtlallenoy the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India in
ouncil.
Dated—India Office, London, the 21st February 1913.
No.—51-Public.
I have had under my consideration in Council the letter of your Excellency’s Government
: 2 : in the Finance Department, No. 85 (Salaries)
siapjulose? end Sossion fefad Onm et Hn o\ bl the Al axtebin whiohfon propose
Glsutlo e the establishment of an Oriental Research
Institute in India.
2. 1 am in sympathy with the view expressed in your letter as to the advantage both to

_educational progress and the social development of India of a central institution, to foster

those oriental studies which have fallen into comparative neglect in the curriculum of higher
education in India, and to supply a meeting point for Eastern and European scholars. A
soheme framed with due regard to economy and utilising to the fullest extent existing means of
oriental study and research would have my support.

3. But I do not altogether follow the process by which your Excellency’s Government
have reached the conclusion that such an institute must necessarily be located at Delhi. While
not insensible to the advantages of adding to the dignity and amenities of the new capital, T
consider that the primary necessities in a project of this kind are the concentration of educational
effort with the least possible waste, the utilis?,tion of those agencies which have already achieved
satisfactory results, so far as their opportunities have allowed, and the advancement of learning

- by bringing scholars-and students into direct touch with the most fruitful means of research.

4. The genesis of the present scheme is to be found in the Conference of Orientalists at
Simla in July 1911. The scheme then discussed was based on the assumption that Caleutta
would be the fittest home for a central institute, not necessarily, or even primarily, because it
was then the seat of Government, but because in the University, the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
the Sanskrit College, and the Calcutta Madrassa, were to be found the material on which an
oriental institute could be successfully founded. Importance was also attached to the Board of
Examiners being in Calcutta. But even if it should be intended to locate the Board in future
at Delhi—as to which I have no information—I find nothing in the proceedings of the conference
to suggest the view that the choice of Oalcutta as the fittest place for the institute was contin-
gent on the Board of Examiners remaining there.

-‘5. T have confidentially consulted expert opinion among oriental scholars in this country,
# To Royal Asiatic Society, dated 26th July 1912. and I transmit a copy of correspondence * with
From ditto, datad 17th December 1912. the Royal Asiatic Society.

6. I am disposed to consider that the suocess of the institqto must depgnd mainly in the
first place on adequate materials for study in the shape qf libraries with a rich store pf manua-
scripts, and museums, and secondly on an atmosphere of interest in lqarnmg, such as is hardly,
perhaps, compatible with the distractions of a seat of Govemmenj: which 'has not hitherto been
a centre of study. The lack of libraries and museums at Delhi could in process of time be
supplied and T observe that in your draft resolution on educational policy you mention the
creation at the capital of a museum of Indian arts and gbb.nogrnphy. But the expense of creat-
ing at Delhi library facilities equal to those already existing at Calcutta would be very great.
Tt is further-to be considered that the Asiatic Society of Bengal has established an honourable
and worldwide record of achi t, and that the continued support which you promise to this
body could hardly avail to prevent the crippling of its efforts by the transfer to another centre
of the activities conuected with its sphere of work.
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_ Avpart from these considerations which appply to Calcutta, it is to be remembered that
the gZeat }})Jnstoric and archeological importancep of Delhi has not availed to make it the focus
of Muhammadan learning in India, while the centres of interest for the _sb.ugl_\' .Of Hinduism,
Buddhism, Jainism or the meeting grounds and points of contact of the civilisations of Greece
and India, are to be sought elsewhere.

8. For the successful furthersnce of the ideals which your Excellency’s Goyvernment hu‘vo
in mind, it seems to be essential that the co-operation of the existing Universities should e
songht. It would be unfortunate if any feature in the establishment of a new institute were to
diminish the interest which the Universities may be expected to take in the development of
oriental studies under conditions more fayourable than have hitherto existed. I need not labour
the point that our purpose should be to supplement, and not to impair, the present opportunities
for higher teaching in this branch of learning.

9. The project which you have laid before me is one of such great and lasting importance
to the welfare of Tndia that it is necessary to give the most careful consideration to the preli-
miinary steps. I shall therefore be obliged if your Excellency’s Government will invite the
opinion of Local Governments on the general scheme. T shall be glad to give full and sympa-
thetic attention to the conclusions and proposals at which you finally arrive after considering
these remarks, and after consulting Tiocal Governments, some of wlneh_ w31l necessarlly. ff:el a
peculiarinterest in a measure which should re-act beneficially on the provincial systems of higher
education.

10, Tn the meantime I desire to reserve consideration of the specific points raised as regards
the Department of Archzology and the redistribution of Government scholarships. g

SuB-ENCLOSURES.
@)
[India Office to Royal Asiatic Society.]
Ixpra OFFICE.

: 25th July 1912.
7, & P. 1512 (Confidential).

Mapan,

I am directed to state for the information of your Council that the Government of India
and the Secretary of State for India in Council have under consideration proposals for the estab-
lishment of an Oriental Research Imstitute at Delhi. It is desired by the supporters of the
scheme that the Institute should be formed somewhat on the lines of the schools at Hanoi and
Vladivostolk.

Its main work is intended to be Research work, but it is also expected to have the effect of
providing highly trained teachers in Orientialia for Indian Universities and colleges, and through
them competent instiuctors for Indian schools. It is hoped that in time the Tnstitute will attract
x‘)futrﬁpor;:n savuntfsb;nd so]_ltollnrsf. Ihi was cgi%iuully intended to locate it at Caleutta, but in view
of the change of the capital of India to Delhi, it is now propos 7 ver: i
that the Institute should be at the latter place. B e
. The supporters of this scheme desire that the Institute should develop gradually on modest
lines, beginning with the provision of temporsry accommodation in which a few scholars and
students may set to work. They hope that it will be found possible to appoint the first
professors in India. Government is asked to give an initial sum of about 5 lakbs of rupees for
buildings, and an annual contribution not exceeding 1 lakh; and it is expected that private
liberality will not be slosw to support the Institute and to extend its functions. It is propésed
that the Director-General of Archwology should hold the chair of archwology, take students with
him when on tour, and utilize other members of his department to give courses of lectures on
special subjects.

An outline of a scheme for the organisation of the Institute is forwarded herewith.

I am to say that the Secretay of State for India reserves for the present his opinion on the
practicability and advantage of the proposed scheme, and meanwhile will be greatly obliged if
he can be favoured with the views of the Council of the Royal Asiatic Society as to the desira-
bility of founding a Research Institute in India, and with any detailed criticisms that they may
have to offer on the scheme as above deseribed. The matter must, of course, in its present stage
be regarded as strictly confidential.

I am, ete.,

Li1oNEL ABRAHAMS.
The Secretary, Royal Asiatic Society.

<
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[Royal Asiatic Society to India Office.]
22, ArsEMaRrLE StreET, LoNpon, W.,
17¢h December 1912.
Sthk,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. J. and P, 1512, dated the 25th
July last, in which the Secretary of State invites the opinion of the Council of this Society as to
the desirability of founding a Research Tustitute in India, and asks for any detailed crificisms
they may have to offer on the scheme as set forth in the printed enclosure from the Government
of India therewith forwarded.

2. Tn reply I am to say that the Couneil very much approve the proposal to found, with the
support of Government, an Oriental Research Institute of the general character described.
With the example before us of France {at Hanoi) and of Russia (at Vladivostok), it would,
T am to submit, be a reproach to the Indian Government, which administers the most extensive
and important area for oriental research in the world, that it should fall behind those powers in
the assistance and encouragement which it gives to oriental learning.

3. As regards the location of the proposed Institute, my Council are disposed to think that,
as a centre of research work, some other place might he better adapted forthe purpose than the
capital of the Empire. The Couvcil are informed that the climate of Delhi, during the summer,
is one of excessive heat, and this, perhaps, might have a deterrent effect upon European scholars
whom it is desired to attract; it is presumed that, as in Indian Universities and Colleges there
would be long vacation daring the summer, which would admit of study being carried on at that
season in the hills. .

4, Turning now to the printed memorandum, my Council have no remarks to make on the
first three paragraphs. As regards paragraph 4, I am to suggest that the Associates mentioned
in the following paragraph should be brought into closer connection with the Consultative Roard
of paragraph 3, and should be regularly consulted on all important matters regarding the pro-
gramme of studies.

5. With reference to paragraph 6, my Council note that the scheme in its present form is
intended as a commencement only; but I am to suggest that when the Institute has taken shape
and been for a few years at work, it would be desirable to invite the attention to it of Univer-
sities in the United Kingdom and British dominions beyond the seas, in the Continent of
Burope, and in America, and suggest to them the establishment of Fellowships in connection
with the Institute which will enable prominent scholars who may desire to do so to come to
TIndia for two or three years, and to find at Delhi materials and facilities for their researches, as
well as a comfortable home. Such an arrangement could not fail to bring an important stimulus
to bear on the institution, and do much to farther the progress of Oriental studies in India by
introducing European standards of accuracy and breadth of research

6. My COouncil would suggest two additions to the list of professors in this paragraph.
They doubt whether oneprofessor dealing with Arabic and the history of Islam in a sufficient
recognition of the importance of this great field of study, especially when contrasted with the
throe allotted to Sanskrit and allied subjects, and wounld suggest the addition of an assistant
professor specially charged with some branch of Arabic research, such as the ancient poetry,
the study of the Hadith, or the development of Arabian Philosophy. Secondly, they would
suggest the addition of a professor of Comparative Philology as applied to Indian languages,
ancient and modern. Since the publication of the successive volumes of the Linguistic Survey of
India, the great importance of this field of research has received increased recognition.

 If lectures are given by the professors the Council presume that they will be of a tutorial
character, and not public or set lectures.

7. Tt seems to the Council that the duties of the Director of Archaology in the field, when
taken in connection with the length of the summer vacation which (as suggested above) will no
doubt be found necessary, will leave him but little time for work at the Institute; and I am to
suggest that he should have an assistant to represent; him at Delhi in this subject.

8. As regards the pay of the professors, I am to say that my Council would strongly
44t Tt may be found necossary to give all the professors Support the alternative suggested- in the

equal emoluments, and the I resident s speoial sentence quoted in the margin.® Such an

allowance. arrangement could obviate any friction between
persons representing different fields of study. [ am to snggest that the office of President might
be held by each Professor in rotation for a fixed term, say two or three years.

9. In the clanse dealing with scholarships it is presumed that in the sentence “ A sum of
Rs. 2,500 will be placed at the disposal of the Director for Scholar-readers,” the word “ Director
is an oversight for ¢ Consultative Board,” otherwise the provisions would seem to be inconsistent
with the terms of paragraph 3.
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10. Tt is observed that in paragraph 5 publications of the Institute are spoken of, and in
paragraph 9, the publication of these from time to time is .contemplu_ted. My Oouncil would
deprecate the establishment of anything in the nature of a journal which would compete with
the publications of existing societies in India dealing with oriental learning or with the Indian
Antiquary.” It would, they think, be a misfortune if the establishment of the Institut lead fo
a falling off of interest in these sooieties and their work. The publications of the Oriental
Seminar at Berlin show that there is no necessary competition in a Research Institute with the
field already occupied by learned societies.

11. The Council note with gratification thai
the establishment and support of a library.
provided for.

t a liberal allowance is made in the scheme for
I am to suggest that a musenm might also be

I have, etc.,

C. HucHEs,

The Under Secretary of State for India.,
Secretary, Royal Asiatic Society.

Order—No. 734, Educational, dated 11th August 1913.
The Government of India will be addressed.
(True Extract.)

W. FRrANCIS,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. j(
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
No. 735.
lj'rom
Tae Hon’ste Mr. W. FRANCIS, 1.C.8,,
Acting Secretary to the Grovernment of Madras,
Educational Department,
To
Trz SECRETARY 10 tHE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
DepartuENT oF EpucaTion (Epucariow),
Dated Ootacamund, the 11th August 1913.
SIR,

I am directed to reply to your letter Nos. 1083-1094, dated 18th June last.
regarding the scheme for the establishment of an Oriental Research Insfitute in Indiai

2. His Excellency the Governor in Council is of opinion that the primary and
paramount necessity is that local research institutes and schools for the study of local
problems and materialg should be established and encouraged. A centrai institute
at Delhi, Calcutta or Bombay would possess few attractions and offer little assistance
to scholars from this Presidency, partly owing to the distance of these places
from Madras and the uncongeniality of their cold weather climate to Indians from
the south and partly because the material for the researches in which the many scholars
in this Presidency are chiefly interested would be found in greater abuuda;me in the
Oriental Libraries at Madras and Tanjore. The correspondence ending with your
letter No. 1229, dated 9th July last, will show that this Government and the Madras
Wniversity are already endeavouring to encourage research into local material and the
Dravidian languages of which this Presidency is the home, anda central institute
could not hope to awaken an interest in such matters equal to that which will be
developed by their proposals.

3. While, however, this Government would on these grounds emphasize the
prime importance of local institutes of research, they appreciate the many advantages
which would acerue from the establishment of an Imperial Institute for all India on
the general lines indicated in the correspondence communicated with your letter and
are of opinion that, if such an institute is founded, it would best be located at Delhi.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

W. FRANCIS,
Ag. Secretary to Government.
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soveral institutes, I believe thatin the Oriental Manuseripts Library and the Thevso-
phists Library at the Adyar, Madras possesses material for Oriental research which
cannot be surpassed in any other place in India, while for research in Dravidian
literature and work at the comparative philology of the Dravidian languages, Madras
is the only possible centre. I suggest that
The 3ﬂes°i°n ,‘t‘f suchtacqﬂisiftégn 1 lying  the Dlirector might consult Dr. Schrader
over pending a suif against one of the Ranis— 4 1,6 Pheosophists Library on the subject
SPBges S0 0R G0 No 00 Blluasl et ® gy compax?utive value %or reaearc]lx of
th February 1913, and pages 6and 11 of the ; 2

notes therewith, the Madras material. There is also the
library at Tanjore which could no doubt

be acquired now.

T should like to see the case when it is submitted for orders.
H. A, 8[1varr]—2-7-13.

To the Director of Public Instruction.
W. Eranors—5-7-13.

W. Fraxcrs.

The letter from the Government of India about the establishment of an Oriental
Research Institute at Delhi was referred to the Director of Public Instruetion for
remarks on 5th July 1913. As the Government of India require a reply not later
than the 1st August, the Director of Public Instruction may perhaps be reminded
now.

B.G.—15-7-13.
C. Ramanusa AcHARI—15-7-13.

Yes.
W. Francis—16-7-13.
To the Director of Public Instruction.

OFr1cE oF THE DIRECTOR oF PunLic INsTRucTION.

As desired I made a reference to Dr. Schrader and Professor Rangachari about the
status of Madras in regard to original material for Oriental research. I hardly think
it likely I shall get a reply so soon.

1t may however be assumed that there is a very large amount of material and so
far as the Dravidian languages are concerned a unique amount.

There is I presume no objection here to the establishment of an Institute under
the * immediate supervision ”? of the Government of India—whatever this may mean—
50 long as there is no attempt to cripple local effort. &

Our University proposes to develop an Oriental side using a considerable portion
of the Imperial grant for the purpose.
has been received—oide letter No. 1229, dated Should .the Grpvemment of India refuse
9th July 1913, to sanction this use of the money on the
BG. 1 ground that there was to be an 'Imperfal

; . Oriental Research Institute, I should sug-

gest effective protest. I say effective because it would evidently receive the support

of the Secretary of State (paragraph 8 of despatch N 1
o e paragrap! of despatch No. 51, Public, dated 2lst

So far as our Oriental school iz concerned, I should think the Universi

> ersit;
be quite as capable as the Government of India of preventing its being tiet; );owl?igig
regulations and examinational systems and quite as much in sympathy with those
“bred in older but profound ways of study (paragraph 3 of Mr. Sharp’s letter).

These are moreover the very people who would prefer to remain in Mad
‘whom Delhi would have few attractions in spite gf its imperial aharact:r.!‘as e

A. G. Boursg—21-7-13.

The sanction of the Government of India

No.s 734, 735, Epuoarronar, 11t Aveusr 1913

Replies from Dr. Schrader and Professor Rangachariar have now reached me
and I attach them to the file.

A copy of the printed correspondence between the Government of India and the ,
Secretary of State appears to have been sent to them for perusal and return. T did
not suggest nor had 1 intended that this should be done, but it has doubtless resulted
in their being able to make more useful replies.

They agree that there is a wealth of material in the Presidency and it seems
clear that the establishment of a Central Institute will not in any way render it
unnecessary to make arrangements (as proposed by the University) to carry on work
locally.

A. G. BourNe —23-7-13.

Excrosures.
()
Demi-officiul—from Dr. F. 0110 SCHRADER.

To—J. H. Stone, Esq., M.4., ¢.L.E., Special Deputy Director of Public Instruction.
Dated—Adyar, Madras, 8., the 19th July 1913.

T am herewith ing the correspond regarding the establishment of an Oriental
TResearch Institute in India. This is, indeed, a matter of great interest to me, and T will briefly
tell you what L think of it.

The problem seems to fall into two parts: (1) the scheme and (2) the location. Tiet me
speak of the latter first.

The proportion of Hindus and Muhammadans in India is about 10:3, while the
history of Mubammadanism in India extends over hardly one-third of the period covered by
that of Hinduism That is to say, Oriental research in India, if carried on in the right pro-
portion, can be Tslamic research only in one out of 14 eases, or admitting (which is questionable)
that the Aiuhammadan history and ecivilization in India is as important a field of research for
the Indian Orientalist as is the whole of the pre-Muhummadan periods, in one ouf of eight or
nine cases. It is evident, then, that the new Institute, if it is to have the sibu.atiou required for
its work, cannot possibly be located in a place which is more Muhammadan, in character, than
Hindu.

The new institute must be located in some focus of Hinduism which hag at the same time
a good library and, if possible, a good museum. Calentta fulfills (.hese oot}dltmns but its situa-
tion is very unfavourable indeed. Benares is perhaps too exclusively Hindu. But Poona is
unrivalled as regards situation and. climate. And Lherq are two more places to which aftention
may be called in this connection, viz., Madras and Tanjore.

Madras and Tanjore have, both of them, two inestimable advantages: they are situated in
a country where ancient Hinduism is still alive to a far greater extent than is t_ha case in the
North of India (non-Dravidian India); and they have a .lern.ry (the Adyar Library and the
‘Palace Library, respectively) which is in the unique position of possessing not only a splendid
collection of Sonth Indian manuscripts but also a fair .amount of vuluahl.e North ];ndu].n mann-
seripts, whereas either the former or the latter arc eutirely (or almost entirely) missing in all the
remaining libraries of India. The Adyar Library offers also facilities for the study of Buddhism
which are partly missing even in Calcutta. In Madras there is, moreover, the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library which is inferior to the mentx'ousd two only as regards the lack,
in it, of North Indian manusori})ts, but superior to them in some other respects, as. .., the

$ tion of the lar li TFurther Madras is, on account of its sitnation, the
ideal centre for Dravidian studies. And after all, if Madras be OI.IOSGD_. Tanjore is m thq easy
reach of any professer or stadent who wants to personally consulf its ];nbmry. And likewise, if
Tanjore be selected, the members of the Tnstitute would have practically the use of the three
Libraries.

But if Government insist on locating the Institute on some town which has no university
and if centricity be also insisted om, then nothing remains lzut ghov'vmg the “ nnpfmn] ghamc-
ter” of the Institute by locating it right in the centre of India, Z.e., in Nagpur (which will soon
have all the desirable railway facilities).

A central situation of the Institute would enable it's meplbers fo Visi!‘. in the .shortest
possible time any place they might want to go to in connection with their gtnrh.es; and it would
(2) give students all over India an equal chance to enjoy the education imparted by the
Institute. .

The lack of a Manuscripts Library would not be an absolute obstacle, if Govex:nment would
snduce the important libraries of India to join hands and adopt some effective lending system.

734-36, Edl.— 2
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i i ith
to say but little on the scheme for the new Institute. T feel unable to agree Wi

the o;illll?:ne oof s:ge lllloyal Asiatic Society that one professorship for Islam is not enough when
contrasted with the three allotted to Sanskrit and allied subjects. But I also believe thata
'professor of Comparative Philology as applied to Indian languages could nof well be dispensed

with by the Institute.

(i)
Demi-official—from Professor M. RANGACHARIVAR.

To—J. H. Stox, Haq., .., ¢.LE., Special Deputy Direcfor of Public Instruction.
Duted—Triplicane, the 20th July 1913.

In reply to your Demi-official No. 102, dated 17th July 1913, please permit me to mention
that, in my note on the encourag t of Sanskrit les g and research in Madras, appended
to the Report of the Simla Conference of Orientalists held in July 1911, T have made the
following remarks in relation to the proposed Oriental Institute of Research :—

«Tt will not only create in India the much-required acadex:m'c atmosphere in connection
with all the higher forms of Oriental Study and Research, but will also tend to give guidance
to the aims and operations of all the Governments and the Universities in the country in regard
to questions, relating to Qriental learning and rese_&rch_. Tts very existence is certain to'ﬁre ?‘.he
academic ambition of young Indian scholars, and it will undoubtedly enable them to aim high
and easily put forth really useful endeavour. In a big country like India, however, care must
be taken to see that the many intellectual and moral advantages to be derived from the Central
Tustitute ave not, even unwittingly, subjected to any kind of narrow geographic limitation.
Unless means are devised for having the academic atmosphere produced by the Institute, circu-
lated freely in all parts of the country, so that it may purify and invigorate the living blood of
Orientalisfic thought and endeavour in all our ancient and modern seats of learning, the Insti-
tute cannot be expected to fulfil well its highly exalted purpose, and may indeed come fo have
for itself a stunted and lop-sided growth.”

2. Such is my opinion even now in respect of the usefulness of the proposed Iustitute and
the possible danger of its becoming too provincial and narrow in operation. It appears to me
that the transference of the proposed Institute to Delhi guards it better from the danger of
over-provincialization ; in Calentta, it would probably have become, as it was feared by more
than one member in the Simla Orientalists’ Conference, a big Bengali show., Delhi na doubt
has its disadvantages, in that the materials for research have to be gathered there anew and the
atmosphere of culture and research has also to be created afresh. Nevertheless, provincial
centres like Madras and Bombay may well feel glad that Delhi has been chosen to be the seat
of the Institute. If the men employed to work out, in the beginning, the high aims of the
Institate do their duty with sufficient far-sight, comprehension and due devotion and earnest-
ness, the above-noted deficiencies in relation to Delhi will of themselves become rapidly
remedied, In a few years the required materials will find their way to Delhi ; and even sooner
than this happens the needed academic atmosphere may be brought into existence Morover,
there is nothing to prevent the working members of the Institute to go to such places as afford
materials for research and utilise them wherever they are collected.

3. It is well worth observing that the Secretary of State for India has laid particular
stress, in paragraph 8 of his letter to the Governor-General in Council, on the maintenance
of a healthy and mutually stimulating co-operation bet the proposed Oriental Institate
and the existing Universities in India.  Although in paragraph 4 of the scheme submitted. by
the Government of India to the Secretary of State, the association of the lnstitute with the

existing Indian Universities is contemplated, it is nowhere made clear what ths nature of
this association is to be and how the Institute on the one side and the Universities on the
other are expected to act and react upon each other so as to further the cause of Oriental
A | culture and research in India. More attention has to be directed by the Government %f

India to this question of the association of the Universities with the Institute of research
and details should be worked out with a view to make sure that they influence and
encourage cach other’s work in all the higher fields of Oriental thought, culture and

The te of the Gov t of India that the Tmperial Instifute of Oriental
research should be situated in the Imperial Capital and should be placed directly under the
guidance and supervision of the Government of India seems to be quite reasonable. Neverthe-
less, it may be possible to allow the various Provincial Governments in India to come into
formal association with the Institute and provide for all such forms of higher work in
criticism, exposition and research as have to be conducted in connection with the languages,
literatures and antiquities belonging to the several provinces. This will on the one hand add
to the ﬁuam;ml resources of the Institute, and on the other hand make it certain that in the
matter of oriental study and research the interest of no province in India is neglected in the

Institate. I do not know if it isin any way a point of ho that ] : ,
should be maintained entirely with the a}i’d ofyIm}?arial funds.n e e U

v

O
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l 4. In the scheme submitted by the Government of India to the Secretary of State, there
A |isno provision made for the conduct of research in connection with the various vernacular

| languages and literatures flourishing in [ndia. The Council of the Royal Asiatic Society
has very properly drawn attention to it and made a valuable suggestion to the Secretary of
State for India to the offect that a Professor of Comparative Philology, as applied tc ancient as
well as modern Indian languages, should be appointed in the Tnstitute. The work and inter-
est of such a professor will naturally cover the whole of India; and the ethnographical and
lirguistic materials collected in the successive volumes of the Linguistic Survey of India surely
deserve to be developed and digested and put into what may be called the accurate and
appropriate scientific mould. ‘I'he Professor of Comparative Philology in the Imperial Institute
should be aided by two assistant professors, one of them dealing mainly with the history and
philology of the Aryan Vernaculars of India, and the other with the history and philology of
the Dravidian Vernaculars, It is only in this way that the Madras Presidency may be made
to have its part adequately represented in the [mperial Institute of oriental research. It
requires no saying that the Professor of Indian Archaology in the Institute cannot afford to
neglect South Indian architecture or epigraphy or buried remains of antiquarian interest. His
work also has, like that of the professor of philology. to cover the whole range of Indian anti-
quities. The establishment of the Imperial Institute at Delhi and the development of close
and wholesome relation between it and the Universities are together certain to make a demand
upon these latter institutions to develop their means as well as machinery for the conduet of
Oriental study and research.

5. There is, as you say, ample material for Oriental reseurch in Madras in the Government
Oriental Manuseripts Library and also in the Library of the Theosophical Society at Adyar. In
the former of these two libraries, there is much material of value for the conduct of research in
relation to the history of South India and also the history of the Dravidian langrages and
literatures. While Madras happens to be really the best centre for the conduct of research work
in relation to Dravidian eulture civilisation, philology, literature and antiquities, it cannot be
gainsaid that the breathing of the larger atmosphere of the Imperial Institute will be of great
value to the worker in the comparatively limited field of Dravidian research. There are
vernacular records aad old transcriptions of inscriptions in the Government Oriental Manu-
scripts Library, which are capable of throwing much light on the social and political condition
of South India and on the nature of the current vernacular languages as they were more than
a hundred and fifty years ago. By working at these records, if is really possible to arrive at
valuable, historical, sociological and linguistic results; and in regard to “ the preparation of a
standard edition of an ancient text and of catalogues raisonne,” which are mentioned as among
the things to be learnt from the activities of the Oriental Institute, it may be mentioned here
that both these items of work are now heing carried out in both the libraries referred to above.
More may be done along these and other lines of research-work, if the co-operation of willing
and capab]e scholars can be secured for the object. The recent publ\ea.tion of a volume of the
descriptive catalogue of the Tamil manuscripts in the Oriental Manuseripts Library appears to
have acted as an eye-opener in many places in more than one respect. The catalogue of the
Telugu manuseripts, which is being prepared, will also, thve_ no doubt, prove to be of value.
1P ha\?e, as Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, officially dgawn attention
to the possibility as well as the need ot developing further the. wqr'k of that library in these
directions. In so far as Dravidian philology, literature and antiquities are concerned, there is
indeed no other place in India than Madras, which can offer maber}nls and fac}htiea for research
work in such agundauce as Madras does. It may not be amiss to mention hcre' that the
descriptive catalogues and the editions of two interesting Sanskrit works with English trans-
lations issued from the Government Oriental Manuscripts library have received the approbation
of more than one scholar interested in Indian Orientalia.

6. The enclosures sent with your demi-official letter are herewith returned.

Demi-official—trom the Hon’ble Sir Arrrep Gisss Bourng, ko.re., D. Sc.,
X F.R.S., Director of Public Instruction. %
To—the Hon’ble Mr. W. Fraxcrs, I.0.S., Acting Secretary to Government,
Educational Department.
Dated—the 24th July 1913.

I enclose a supplemental letter from Dr. Schrader to be added to the file about
the Oriental Institute.

Demi-official—from Dr. F. Or70 SCHRADER. X
To—J. H. Stong, Esaq., .4, c.1,E., Special Deputy Director of Public Instruction.
Dated—the 21st July 1918,

1t seems to me that in my yesterday’s letter I have not called attention to the faot that,
though the printed material of Orientalia available in the Madras libr&r%ea is very insignificant,
the collection of printed oriental works existing in the Adyar Library is probably the best of
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its kind i ia. M rinted Sanskrit books available here have Jong since disappeared in
::?a:;.n : {NI;GI:;!\‘!: also ? i?np()rtnnt books written :by]western: ocientalists, and we have complete

or nearly complete sets of almost all of the acad g on oriental subjects.

The student of Buddhism will find in our Library—
ications of the Pali Text Society. s

83 'lA'llnle};;::::Jf Siam’s edition of the Pali Tripitaka (39 nola‘)}NOt in trade.
(8) The Tibetan, Tanjore and Kanjura (327 vols.) o :
(4) Tokyo edition of the Chinese Tripitaka — only one copy existing in Tndia.
(5) Pili manuseripts from Ceylon and Burma.

The student of Chinese literature will also find in our Library the biggest Chinese

ayelopeedia (comprising 1,600 vols).
Hoping that these additional remarks will be useful to you-
The papers are submitted for orders.

2. In regard to the place where the Imperial Institute should be located, Professor
Rangacharya is in favour of Delhi as that will guard it from the danger of over-
provincialization. While admitting that Madras is the best centre_for research work
in relation to Dravidian culture, etc., he says that *the breathing of the .larger
atmosphere of the Imperial Institute will be of great value to the worker in the
comparative limited field of Dravidian research.” Dr. Schrader prefers Poona.
Madras or Tanjore to Delbi, and adds that Poona is unrivalled both as regards
situation and climate. If a central place is desired he would recommen.d Nagpore
which will have all railway facilities. The Director says that the establishment of
an Institute at Delhi will not in any way render it unnecessary to make arrange-
ments as proposed by the University to carry on work locally.

3. As regards the details of the scheme both Professor Rangacharya and Dr.
Schrader are of opinion that a Professor of Comparative Philology is necessary for the
institute as pointed out by the Royal Asiatic Society. Further Professor Rangacharya
calls attention to certain other omissions—please see portions marked A on pages
4 and b ante.

B.G.—24--7-13.
C. RaMaNUJA ACHARL—24-7-13.

There is liftle or no chance of India agreeing to Jocate the central institute in
Madras.

It is equally clear that a central institute—whether at Delhi, Poona, Calcutta
or elsewhere——would not satisfy the needs of Madras and the Dravidian languages,
and that Madras must make its own provision for research in these. India is not

likely to oppose this; indeed it has first

® Letter of 9th Tuly. approved * the proposals we made for
1-506; Hanoatioals dated 14t spending the grant to the University.
t %ﬁ;“:rlﬁg_ : e which included + accommodation for thé

Oriental Manuscripts Library, purchase
of manuscripts therefor, travelling expenses of pundits, cost of printing and
publishing manuseripts, and the development of the study of the languages of
South India. Please see also paragraph 2 of its present letter (cf: page 1)
admitting that there *“is room in India for more than one such body? and promisifig
not to interfere with the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Madras students will have the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, the Adyar Library and the Tanjore Palace
Library to work on, and should he able to give a good account of themselves.

8o long as Madras is left to work out its own salvation, we need not, it 1s
submitted, oppose a central institute for research in Northern languages and Musal-
man history which could never be adequately dealt with here, especially as the
whole cost will be met with from Tmperial. I suppose it will not try to annex our
libraries.

Submitted therefore that a qualified approval of the central institute may hbe

forwarded, with the reservation that anyhow Madras wants to develop oriental.

research on its own account and with reference to its own special interests,
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The Government of Tndia will probably prevail eventually over the Secretary of
‘State. Indeed they say that if they are not allowed to put the Institute in Delhi they
won’t vote it any money.

W. Fravers—25-7-13.

The consideration of primary and paramount importance, I suggest, is that local
regsarch instifutes and schools for the study of local problems and materials shall
be established and encouraged.

2. India has approved our Madras proposals for which we are grateful. [Chey
will, 1t is hoped, provide us with the beginnings of what should be a local centre for
Oriental research for Southern Indin; aud may ultima‘ely develop into what may
be the Dravidian centre for the whole of India. ~So far therefore for the time being
the needs of Madras seem to be met.

3. It seems hopeless, as Mr. Francis suggests, to propose Madras as the site of
a Central Tustitute of Oriental Research for India.

4. A Cenltral Institate somewhere is desirable. Madras will get help from it
wherever 1t is placed.

5. The Government of India perhaps naturally express a somewhat emphatic
‘opinion in fayour of Delhi. On the other hand, the Secretary of State desires to
elicit the opinions of local Governments. On the merits T can find no reason to
justify our throwing the weight of the opinion of the Madras Government into the
scales in any degree in favour of Delhi.

6. In our own interests then and in fairness to those whose interests may be
more closely affected than those of Madras are likely to be by the ultimate decision,
my suggestion would be a reply in the sense of the first four preceding paragraphs
and to the effect that in regard to the location of the Central Institute, the Madras
Government are unable after full consideration to express a decided preference for
Delhi or to offer any other suggestion.

g P[ENTLAND |—2-8-13.

The Secretary of State wants the opinions of local Government on ¢ the general
A scheme,” Z.¢., the scheme for establishing
£ lho Gavel')nﬁe.nt ‘Z;Ind‘t‘l‘] msmi;llo:o;hguﬁ:; a Central Oriental Research Institute at
tion at Delhi and say they w: . B %
f:-zm Tmperial funds an iyvlnstitute which is Delhi® I tbmk ve should say quite
e b thar clearly that an institute located at that
place would not attract Oriental scholars
from South India, partly on account of the distance and the climate (the Session of
the [nstitute is to be in the cold weather) and partly because the material for the
Oriental research in which they are interested is found in great abundance in the
libraries at Madras and Tanjore. It will take a very long time for the Delhi Institute to
collect such material unless they commandeer our libraries, which [ hope they have
no intention of doing.

2. His Excellency says a cenfral institute is desirable and that Madras will get
help from it wherever it is placed. I am disposed fo agree that a body of Oriental
scholars of distinction might give us some help though we should probably get less
than any other province except Burma. As I have said already, the institute would
-attwact few, if any, scholars from Madras but a good deal could be dong by corre-
spondence. I am therefore prepared to support the proposal for a central institute.

3. But if we are to have a central institute, I think it should be at Delhi.
‘Whether the constitution of Delhi, the Imperial Capital, was wise or not is now
irrelevant. It is the capital and we should do all we can to increase its grandeur and

-dignity. An institute located anywhere else could not fail to be provincial and its

fulness would thereby be impaired.
Drs % = H. A. S[ruarr]—4-8-13.
Three questions require consideration—
(i) The necessity of a Central Oriental Research Institute,
(ii) The location of such an institute, and
(iii) The lines of organization and work of the institute.
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: the need for a central institution to foster Oviental studies, th
Govefﬁlegl(;n of India and the Secretary of State are both agreed. N othﬁ}?;@tmd;n
the fact that, owing to the vastness of this country, no place however central is likely :
fo attract scholars from all parts of the Indian Bmpire, a central institution is, inmy
opinion, desirable. An Imperial institution under the direct management m@
: patronage of the Government of India is likely to be much better staffed and equipped
- than any local institution, and more likely to attract Buropean scholars, as pointed

out in paragraph 5 of the letter of the l}oyal Asiatic Society. The Consultative
Board, which will control the central institute, will also be in a better position fto
guide and co-ordinate the work of the various Provincial research institutes which
may come into existence. - ;

3. Granting the need for a central institute, it is not possible to suggest a
more suitable place than Delhi, which is the capital of the Empire. The locatl.on' of
the institute in any Provincial capital would undoubtedly have the effect of giving
undue predominance to the scholars of that province and the studies in which they
aroe interested. The same reasons which have dictated the removal of the political
capital of the Hmpire to a place where no one province is likely o excreise greater
influence than any other, suggest that the local habitation of the central institute

J L e The Goverment of In dia will -ha
: ; 3 %

© addr essed,
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should also be fixed in Delhi, I quite agree that we must point out to the Govern- : LEDTRR i at g
ment of India that our approval of the scheme of a central institute proceeds on the x "T SRR 3 7
5 ; ;

assumption that its establishment will in no way interfere with the creation and
development of Provineial research institufes and will not lead the Government
of India to stint the financial support which it has given to Provineial effort in this
direction and which we expect to be continued. In this connection, we may point
out, as Sir Harold Stuart suggests, the deterrent effect up m South Indian scholars
of the distance and the eclimate of Delhi, the abundance of materials available here
for research in the field of Sanskrit and Dravidian literatures and the existence of a
large number of pandits, probably superior in learning to those of any other parts of
India. While Tagree in the first four paragraphs of His Excellency’s note, T think we
should express a strong opinion in favour of Delhi as against any other Provincial
capital.

4. As regards the outlines of the scheme contained in the enclosure to the
despateh, I do not think it is necessary to go into any detailed eriticism. It is
sufficient to express our general approval of the scheme. T should only like to -
suggest that, of the scholarships and fellowships provided, each of the major
provinces should have a fair share either every year or in turns. I would also point
out the necessity for a complete staff of the most learned pandits and moulvis in the
various traditional branches of Oriental learning. I would also express the hope
that the proposed body of associates will, as far as may be practicable, be represent-
atives of the more important provinces.

5. 1 think we may send the two suggestive letters we have received from
Professor Rangachariar and Dr. Schrader as enclosures to our letter to the Govern-
ment of India.

o4

‘The Secretary to the Govt.of India,
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% . %
I am directed +o rsvly to vour
Latteér Nos.1083-1094 dated 18+h Jun

last ragardinz the schame for *the

estab

ligment of an Oriental Ressarch

In'stitut e in India.

: X . 3 2. Hig Bxcallancy the Govemor

< [PRLE RO SL NI in Council ig of opinion that Hie

P. 8. S[ivaswamr Ayvar]—5-8-13.

£ I agree with the above mnotes. I am in favour of Delhi as the home for the
central institute. I would make it quite clear that we assume that there willsbe-
no interference with our local institutions. I don’t think we need criticise or discuss

the details of the scheme. %

" primary andparamount nacessity is
<. R : + hat local Research Institutes and

% : ; schools for the study of local pro-'
J. N. Al rxiNgoN]—5-8-13. :
A draft in accordance with the views of the majority is submitted for approval.
1t is marked urgent as India ask for a reply by lst August. A
W. Francrs—6-8-13.
PleNTrAND |-—9-8-13.
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