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2 No. 632, EDUCATIONAL, TTH Juny 1913.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Heap—the following paper :—

Letter—trom the Hon’ble Mr. H. SzArP, M.A., C.LE., Joint Secretary to the
Government of India, Department of Education {Education).

To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Educational Department.

Dated— Simla, the 24th June 1913.

No.—1137.

I am directed to address you on the subject of paragraph 7 of the Government
of India, Department of Educa}:cion, Resolution No. 301-C.D., dated the 21st February
1913, The Government of India have commended fo Local Goyernments a thorough
inquiry by a small committee of experts, medical and edqcatu_mal, into school and
college hygiene and have briefly indicated the scope of the inquiry. ;

9. This subject is one which 1n the opinion of the Government of India has not
hitherto attracted in India the attention which it deserves and on which they lay the
greatest emphasis. They have accordingly 'assigned non-recurring grants amount-
ing to twenty-five lakhs to provinces for this purpose and should further funds be
available they trust to make further allotment for recurrent purposes. .

3. The Government of India do not apprehend that TLocal Governments will

experience any difficulty in finding suitable and indeed pressing objects for the.

expenditure of the money which has been assigned to them for this object The
supply of playing fields . alone is a maftfer on which far larger sums might probably
be expended than the Government of India have hitherto been able to make available.
But there are other matters which are likely to involve recurring expenditure, such
as the inspection of school houses and hostels, the examination of building plans
from the hygienic point of view, the training of teachers to enable them to impart
practical knowledge of hygiene and finally the inspection of scholars. Before allot-
ting any recurring funds for this purpese the Government of India await the
deliberations of the local committees, whose formation has been suggested, and the
recommendations of the Liocal Governments thereon. The thorough organisation of
the syste, especially of useful teaching both in elementary @nd‘secoudary schools,
is likely by reason of its very novelty to present some difficulties. The Government
of India understand that in England there is a very close connection between educa-
tional institutions and the St. John Ambulance Association. In the year ending July
31, 1911, some fourteen hundred classes were held in ambulance and home nursing.
In all but a very small minority of cases these classes were organised by the local
education authorities. It occurred to the Government of India that the Indian
branch of that Association might be able to render assistance to Local Governments
by advising them on these matters, and rendering substantial aid in organisation
particularly in the important subject of home hygiene which is now recognised as
forming an important part of the activities of the Association. I am to forward a
copy of correspondence which has passed between the Government of India in this
Department and the Indian branch of the St. John Ambulance Association.

4, It bas also been brought to the notice of the Government of India that in
Bengal an arrangement has been entered into with the Young Men’s Christian
Association according to which in return for a grant of Rs. 2,760 a year fo the

* Association Dr. J. H. Gray, who is styled physical director, places his services af, the
disposal of the Education Department, his chief duties being to instruct class teachers
how to give instruction in drill and physical development. This instruction is given
at the gymnasium, Calcutta, during the cold weather and Dr. Gray likewise tours
through the province, inspects the teaching and advises Government on the promotion
of physical training. Itis reported that Dr. Gray’s services have already proved
most valuable and the Government of India suggest the desirability of considering

e
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“the appointment of directors of physical training who might be peripatetic where

whole-time men are not available or required. It is hoped that arrangements can be
. made, where this is not already done, for ** games” masters and instructors in
‘\;phyaical exercises for particular schools or groups of schools.

5. These observations may perhaps serve as useful suggestions for the commit-
tees, which it is presumed are being formed, and I am to say that the Government of
Tndia trust that they will receive the report of the committee from the Madras
Presidency and the recommendations of His Hxcellency the Governor in Council at
no distant date.

HENCLOSURES.
()
Zetter—from the Hon’ble Mr. H. Suare, m.a., C.LE., Joint Secretary to the
Government of India, Department of Education.
To—the Honorary Secretary of the Executive Committee, St. John Ambulance
Association, Indian Branch.

Dated— Simla, the 10th A pril 1913.
No.—636.

T have the honour to forward for the information of the Executive Committeo of the St.
John Ambulance Association, Indian Branch, a copy of the Government of India Education
Resolution No. 301-C.D., dated the 21st February 1913, and to invite the attention of the
‘Committee to the important position which in paragraph 7 is there assigned to educational
hygiene. 2

9. Tt will bo observed that the Government of India have commended to Liocal Govern-
ments a thorough inquiry by a small committee of experts into school and college hygiene and
the scope of the inquiry which is suggested comprehends not merely medical inspection but
likewise the inclusion of practical course of hygiene in the school curricula. While medical
ingpection of schools is now recognised as essential in western countries it can hardly be said to
exist in India although as is noticeable from the most recent reports the idea has taken shape in
cerfain yrovinces, The Government of India apprehend that some difficulty may be encountered
in providing a suitable staff to discharge these duties on a sufficiently extensive scale. Further-
more, while simple courses of hygienic instruction are generally preseribed in elementary
schools; the subject is not one which generally figures in the courses of secondary and higher
institutions, in many of which the curricula laid down by the university are followed. There
are other reasons why it may be desirable to make the course in higher institutions voluntary
and if it is voluntary it would be well to introduce the inflaence of some external agency which

by its reputation and its rewards will be able to encourage private endeavour.

3. The Government of India think that these and other diffcualties in u novel form of edu-
cational activity are Likely to hamper the efforts of Liocal Governments in giving effect to a policy
which they hold to be of the ntmost importance. On a full consideration of the matter they are

of opinion that some of these difficulties might be removed were an external agency like the
St. John Ambulance Association to place at the disposal of Local Governments for this purpose
the resources which it can command ~ Such an arrangement is likely to benefit not: merely the
inspection and instruction which is proposed, but also the extension of the activities of the Asso-
ciation. In the first place, if it is fonnd necessary that the instructior in higher institutions
should be on a voluntary basis the connection of the organisation with some such association as
that of St. John Ambalance would provide the initial stimulus and would probably appeal
strongly to both teachers and taught. Domestic hygiene is now a recognised branch of the
Asso@ation’s worlk and in this matter useful literature and instraction could be supplied to schools.
Tnstruction in first aid could likewise be given wherever candidates offered themselves. Active
workers in the provincial branches of the "Association would be encouraged to give their assistance
in the inspection of pupils, of sehool premises and of the practical instruction given if they did
50 iu tbe capacity of representatives of the Association. In the second place, though it has
always been contemplated that schools present a very favourable ground for the spread of the
work of the St. John Ambulance Assoviation and though in England the expansion among such
institutions has been very great, in India but few schools and those of a special nature have been
touched by it. The opportunity, therefore, appears to be a favourable one for the Association
to extend its work into school life.

4, 'The practical details of any scheme cannot be suggested until Liocal Governments have
formed committees of inquiry and reported. Tt seems probable, however, that some kind of
inspecting and instructing agenoy. will have to he found to carry out the examination of pupils
and of school buildings, the training of teachers (including elementary teachers) with a view to
rendering them capable of giving prastical instruction and in higher institutions such as colleges

-and high schools the instrution of classes of pupils. It may be taken for granted that Civil
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Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons will be prevented by their already onerous duties from under-
taking this work save as a special matter in their leisure hours. IE, however, they were working in
the capacity of representatives of the local branches of the Association they would be more likely

to undertake any extra work in this direction and should it be found necessary in any. province i

to create a special staff for this purpose the work of that staff will be stimulated by connection ¢
with the Association. Itis understood that Sub-Assistant Surgeons are at present held as
unqualified to give instruction in Hnglish classcs of certain kinds. But it is believed that many
of these officers are anxious to render assistance to the Association ; and should any Tiocal Govern-
ment formulate a scheme in which these officers were entrusted with any duties of inspection or
instraction, perhaps, it is not too much to hope that the Hxecutive Committee of the Indian
branch would address the Central Fxecutive Committee with a view to some modification of the
existing rules npon the subject.

5. The Government of India will be glad to réceive the views of the Kxecutive Committee
apon the cousiderations set forth in this letter and to be informed whether the Jiixecutive
Committee are willing that the Association should be enlisted in a work which it is believed may
ultimately prove one of far-reaching importance in India. Should the answer of the Exccutive
Committeo be favourable it is proposed to forward copies of the correspondence to the Local
Governments for consideration by committees of inquiry which may be appointed. When the
dediberations of these committees are received together with the opinions of the Liocal Govern-
ments, the Government of India will review them and will probably again address the Bxecutive
(ommittee upon the subject. After this it may be tound possible for the Executive Committee
to enter into direct relations with the Local Governments in this matter.

(it)
ZLetter—irom J. R. Roszrts, Esq., Honorary Secretary, Executive Committee, St
John Ambulance Association, Indian Branch.
To—the Hon’ble Mr. H. SHAKRP, M.A., CLE, Joint Secretary to the Government
of India, Depariment of Education.
Datei— Viceroy’s Camp, the 27th May 1913.
No.—321.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 636 (Bducation), dated the
10th April 1913, with which you forward a recent TResolution of the Government of India,
dealing generally with the question of their future policy in the matter of education.

With special reference to the instruction which it is proposed to impart in home hygiene
and kindred subjects, the scope and practice of which it i designed to improve, and to which
end the views of the Association are sought as to the possibility of its co-oprration, the Associ-

ation is quite willing to assist in every manner it can to carry out this important suggestion,
but it will be appreciated it canmot at this stage do more than express its willingness to
cooperate. 1t is obvious that tho resonroes and organization of the St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion could mot be effectively used in the work proposed, unless it were assured that it was the
wish of the Liocal Governments that it shonld undertake such work, and would receive the cordial
support of Liocal Governments in its efforts fo make it a success.

The Association is fully prepared to assist T.ocal Governments in the framing of a scheme,
and in giving effect to a system of hygiene instruction. It agrees that its co-operation s likely
to popularise the subjeo , when necessary, on a voluntary basis. and that the co-existence of two
entirely separate agencies, working side by side for the same end, would be a waste of energy,
moe especially when the Association has & considerable hody of experience on the subjeet, which
it ventures to think could not fail to be usiful to the Liocal Governments as a guide.  Itegarding
the precise measure of assistance it can render under its rules, and how far this may be effected
through the central authority and how far through the Provincial (ommittees, it feels itself
anable to pronounce till it receives the further communication promised from your deparbment.

Order—No. 632, Educational, dated 7th July 1918.

The letter from the Government of India will be communicated to the Director
of Public Tnstruction with the request that the suggestions contained therein may he
considered by the committee engiged in moking an inquiry info school and colilege
hygiene. The report of the committee should be submitted to Government at an
early date.

(True Extract.)

W. Francis,

Ag. Secretary to G
o the Direotor of Publio Instzaction. U ry lo Government.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
N?’I‘ES CONNECTED WITH G.0. No. 632, EDUCATIONAL, DATED
Trr JULY 1913.

[Susiror.— Ingwiry into school and college hygiene.]

From the Government of India, dated 1st July 1913, No. 1137.

The Government of India make certain su; 1 { 1 L
3 ¢ ggestions for the consideration of the
corﬁmnttie which they suggested should be appointed for inquiry into school and
c.0 ege hygiene, and request that the report of the committee together with the
recommendations of this Government may be forwarded to them at an early date.

2. In paragraph 10 of his memorandum pri i No. 264, B 1

J printed with G.O. No. 264, HEducational

gla]l;ed 27th March 1910, .the Director of Public Instruction stated that he pmposedh;
'; e steps fo conduct an inquiry info educational hygiene and cognate matfers with
the aid of a Emall committee and this matter was also referred to by Government in-
their order No. 394, Educational, dated st May 1913. £

3. A draft order is submitted for approval.

B. GopanacHARI—4-T—13.
C. RAMANTUIACHARTI—4-7-13.

Approved.
W. Frarcois—5-7-13.

[G.0- No. 632, Educational, dated 7th July 1913.]
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