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2 No. 560, EpuoatioNar, 14te Juxe 1913.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rreap—the following papers :—
‘ I
G.0. No. 404, Educational, dated 10th May 1912.

Asstracr.—Passing orders on various questions relating to the education of Muham=-

madans.

II

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. BournE, D.Sc., F.Rs., O.LE, Director of
Public Instrnction.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—Madras, the 28th October 1912.

No—Ref. on Cur. 6786.

With reference to paragraph 8 of G.0. No. 404, Bducational, dated 10th May
1912, I have the honour to state that there isno evidence of any demand for the
teaching of Arabic in the Presidency College and that while it is not taught in
secondary schools there is no possibility of there being such a demand. Such demand
as there is for Arabic teaching seems to be met by the Arabic colleges which form the
subject of my letter Ref. on Cur. No. 5932, dated 28th October 1912, and 1t is impos-
sible that students from them should go to the Presidency College with a view to
pursuing any of the Arts courses. To provide adequately for the teaching of Arabic
at the Presidency College, an appointment of at least the grade of Assistant Professor
would have to be created and considerable additions made to the library, and in the
absence of a demand for Arabic teaching such a provision seems unnecessary.

Tn the meeting of the Senate on the 26th and 26th instant, the claims of Arabie
and Persian to a University Professorship were strongly advocated and the matter
inter alia was referred to the Committee on Oriental Studies. Further consideration
of the subject may perhaps await the Senate’s action on the report of this committee.

joes
Order—Mis. No. 1017, Educational, dated 18th November 1912.

The Director of Public Instruction will be requested to submit a report to
Government on the subject after a decision has been arrived at by the Senate on the
report of the Committee on Oriental Studies.

(True Extract.)

L. DAvIpSON,
Ag. Secretary to Governmenl.

"o the Beoretary, M

G
5 Committee of Southern Indin..
4, Direotor of Public Instruotion.

: No. 560, FpucattoNan, l4ra June 1913. 3

v

Letter— from the Hon’ble Sir Arrrep GiBes Bourwg, 1).Sc., F.R.s., K.C.LE.,
Director of Public Instruetion.

To—the Secretary to Government, Kducational Department.

Dated—Madras, the 27th May 1913.

No—R. C. 6786/12.

+ With reference to the reminder from Government, dated 17th May 1913, calling
for an early reply to G.0. Mis. No. 1017, Educational, dated 18th November 1912,
requesting me to suhmit a report to Government on the subject of teaching Arabic in

_the Presidency College after a decision has been arrived at by the Senate on the

report of the Committee on Oriental Studies, I have the honour to state that tha
committee declined to advise as to the arrangements the University should make for
the furtherance of oriental studies in the event of Government’s approving the pro-
posals for utilizing the Government of India University grant. The decisicn of
Government as to the utilization of that grant is still awaited. The question of
Arabic teaching depends on it in so far as the amount and kind of provision to be
made would be governed Ly the amount and kind of help that the University would

afford to teaching work. Whether any provision should be made at all is another
question.

2. So far as I am able to judge there is no demand whatever for Arabic teaching

m the college. Mr. Stone and Mr. Middlemast report that no student has wished to
study it in the years 1907-13 during which one or other of them has held the office

of Principal. Practically no students come up from the schools with any knowledge .

of the language. Omne pupil presented himself for the Secondary School-Leaving
Certificate examination last year and none this year, and none passed in it in the
Matriculation examinations in 1911, 1912 and 1913.

. 8. Ifit is desired to stimulate the study of Arabic it would be necessary to begin
with the schools. There is an Arabic Munshi in the Madrasa-i-Azam, but no boys
are studying Arabic and his time is devoted to other subjects. How this study could
be stimulated in schools T do not know. People interested in 1t resort to indigenous
colleges such as that at Vellore from opposite motives from those which bring them
into our schools. .

0 rder—No. 560, Educational, dated 14th June 1913.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

‘W. Francrs,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

o the Director of Publio Instruction.
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