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Presidency College, Madras.

Government of India with ‘regard to the extension of the deputation of
Mr. Stuart, Professor of Geology in the —, and enquiring of that Government whether the officer
solocted for the post might not be allowed to remain in the appointment for a longer term than

three years, say, for six years.

Addressing the




2 No. 502, EpvcarroNar, 4t Juse 1913.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rrean—the following paper :—

Lelter—from Murray Stuart, Esq., D.Sc., F.a.s., ¥.c.s., Geological Survey of
India, Professor of Geology, Presidency College.
To—the Director of Public Instruction (through the Principal, Presideney
College).
Dated—the 28th March 1913.

I have the honour to inform you that the period of three years for which I was
transferred to this post expires on 24th February 1914.

It would appear to me more convenient that I should finish the term’s work
and the examinations and be relieved by my successor on 29th June 1914, at the
end of the vacation, and this would, I believe, be more convenient for the Geological
Survey of India as it would give the officer coming down time to write a report on
his field work before coming down and it would also prevent my returning to the
survey at the very end of the field season.

I may add that I make a point of getting the vacation and I would not be
willing to extend my time beyond the 24th February unless I get the vacation and
am only relieved at the end of it.

I am bringing this matter up now so that the matter may be referred to the
Geological Survey this recess (April—October) and either my successor nominated
or 2 man asked for from the Secretary of State for India.

N. Ref. on Cur. No. 2785/13, dated 2nd May 1913.
Submitted to Government.

2. Mr. Stuart’s request to be allowed to remain in the Presidency College
till the end of the summer vacation of 1914 is recommended for the favourable
consideration of Government.

A. G. Bourng,
Director of Public Instruction.

©Order—No. 502, Educational, dated 4th June 1913,
The Government of India will be addressed.

(True Extract.)

~ 'W. Franos,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

“L'othe Director of Public Initruction.

GOVERNMENT-OF MADRAS.
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

No. 503.

From
TrE Hon’BLE MR. W. FRANCIS, I.C8.,
Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Educational Department,
To
Tre SECRETARY 1o 1R GOVERNMENT op INDIA,
DEPARTMENT oF EDUCATION.
Dated Oovlacamund, the 4th June 1913.
Brr

S

T am directed to address the Government of India regarding’ the Professorship:
of Geology at the Presidency College, Madras. :

2. Under the proposals sanctioned by the Secretary of State in his despatch No. 93,
Public, dated the 5th August 1910, communicated with Home Department Endorse-
ment No. 892, dated 29th August 1910, the professorship of Geology is filled by the
deputation of an officer of the Geological Survey of India for & period of three years.
The term_ of deputation of Mr. Murray Stuart, Assistant Superintendent in the
Geological Survey, and the first professor appointed under the sanction, will expire
in the ordinary course on the 25th February 1914. As the term of the college ends

vonly on the 2nd April 1914, Mr. Stuart will not have completed the work of the

term when his present deputation comes to a close, and after the end of the term
Mr. Stuart will have examination papers to correct. His Excellency in Council
considers that in these circumstances some extension of the period of Mr. Stuart’s
;é‘eputation is necessary in the interests of the college; and in his opinion such exten-
sion might be up to the close of the college summer vacation, ze., up to 27th June
1914. T am accordingly to request that the extension of Mr. Stuart’s deputation:
up to this date may be sanctioned. :

3. I am next to ask that a successor to Mr. Stuart, who does not wish to con-
tinue in the post, may be appointed, and in this connection I am to enquire whether
the officer selected may not be allowed to remain in the appointment for a longer
term than three years, say, for six years. A professor with the limited tenure of
three years has bardly the time to get acquainted with his students and the courses
of study, much less to suggest improvements in the latter. Every year a fresh set of
students for honours enter upon a three years’ course the subjects of which do not
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~admit of being divided into three clearly-defined parts. A professor under existing
conditions will be able to see only one out of the three sets through their full course
and his successor will find himself with one set of students who have already done
the first year of the course and another set who have done the first two ylelars. In :
such circumstances he can do little to improve the courses of study while on the : 5 o it e G S Rl
other hand only one set of students in every three complete their course without a & >l Nmﬂgﬁ:ﬂlg;ﬂ GUU l;;l. 1222—505, EDUGMIO}?AE,
change in their professor. His Excellency i Council is therefore of opinion that g ; ‘4wnl JUN] 13. :

the present term of three years for the professor is inadequate and will be gla'f it A : PR
the Geological Department can depute an officer for the longer term: above indicated. 5

- EpucarioNal, DEPARTMENT..

 [Svsssor—Eetension of the period of deputation of My. Murruy Stuart as
= I have the honour to he, ~ Professor of Geology, Presidency College, Madras.] :

Sir i ; g e
: : { Demi-official—from J. H. Stoxg, Esq., 1.4,
Your most obedient servant, | | To—the Hon’ble Mr. LioNer Davinsox, o.s.1., 1.0.8., Acting Secretary to Govern--
i ment, Educational Department. g

o 3  Daoted—the 9th May 1913.
W. FRANCIS, : i ey .
Ag. Seoretury to Government. ] ¢ . 'The term of Mr. Murray Stuart’s deputation as Professor of Geology expires next year and’
‘9 : ~ he reverts to the Geologioal Survey of India at latest in July 1914. ,-'ﬁe is not willing for his
A deputation to be extended. [ ’

i :
His place might be filled either by another deputation from - Geological Survey, or by
an appointment from England. The first plan seems to be subject to the objection that under
present conditions the man recruited is not likely to stay more than three years. He has conse--
quently barsly time to get acquainted with the students and the courses and if he finds the latter
susceptible of improvement he is likely to vacate his post without having been able to move the
University to amend them. X
T therefore beg to suggest that Government should ascertain from the head of the Survey
whether we are likely to get a man to stay longer than three years and that if not the Secretary
- of State should be asked to send out a man in the Indian Kducational Service in the usual way

Mr. Murray Stuart, Assistant Superintendent of I;‘,hef Geological Survey, was

’ | ot o appointed Professor of Geology for a
!7 ‘ G'&mﬁ‘: ?3155 Eiceaonaliiaed oih B pgxl‘)iod of three years and he ok v
: : duties in the college on the 25th Febru--
ary 1911. His term of engagement will thereft;lre e}i‘lplire ouh the 25th le"ebma}:-y1914.
Y e ; As he will not have completed the work

(Pgﬁﬁhg' ‘;)Bf %;1:.?1 %Yg)l‘ it dor thomquarlen & PG Hovm by this date, lP;e requests that
i 3 N he may be permitted to finish the work for
‘the term and to avail himself of the 1 tion of the college which lasts from
i ; ~ 3rd April to the 27th June 1914. The-

@.0. No. 126, Educational, dated 12th Fabru—i Dicceior o Hhle ot ot frocon

1:.'7 1918, ; ; mends that Mr. Stuart’s requests may be

~ granted. Submitted that the Government of India may be requested to extend the

= - period of Mr. Stuart’s deputation to the end of the vacgtion.

9 2. In this connection the -Director of Public Instruction points out that the

il et _ present system of appointing professors

Mx. Stone’s demi-official above. for limited periods of three years is open

 to objection and suggests that it should be ascertained from the Director of (Geolo-

gical Survey whether he would be able to select an officer who would stay longer than

three years. If this is not possible he suggests thaf {he Secretary of State may be

 moved to send out a man in the usual way. The suggestion to recruif the Professor

of Geology from the Geological Survey and to restrict the term of appointment to

; " three vears was made by Sir Thomas Holland, Director of Special Inquiries and

% ; o <Report:s, Board of Education, London, and it was accepted by this Government.

2 The reasons for the suggestion are detailed in paragraph 4 of the letter on page 2

‘of notes to G.O. No. 545, Kdueational, dated 14th September 1910. As it is.

 preferable to have as Professor one who hasa practical knowledge ‘of the subject,
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the Government of India may, it is submitted, be requested to move the Director, -

Geological Survey, to send out one who will be willing to stay for more than three
years. 8

S.K.—12-5-13.

Submitted that the request to continue Mr. Stuart’s term of appointment up to
29th June 1914 may be accepted and application made to India in advance.

As regards the general question raised by Mr. Stone, it is submitted that for-¢he
reasons given by Sir Thomas Holland in paragraph 1 of his letter to India printed
on page 2 of motes with G.0. No. 515, Educational, dated 14th September 1910, it
seems preferablo to appoint an officer who is in fouch with Zndian geology to directly
recruiting one from home ; and an officer of the former description can only be
obtained from among the members of the Geological Survey Department. Apart from
other cousiderations, the occasional shifting of officers may perhaps have the merit
of rendering the instruction up to date. Mr. Stone does not say what he would con-
sider as reasonable term for the officer as Professor. Before making any application

~ to India this should be setttled.

It may perhaps be useful to know in this connection what is being done in Cal-
3 qutta.  Siv Thomas Holland in paragraph

Page 2 of noties with G.0. No. 545, Hdnoar . v >
_tiopal, dated 14th September 1910, 4 of his letter ubovg referred to stated
e Sl that the Professorship of Geology at the

Caleutta Presidency College had been held by an officer of the Geological Survey and

that though it was then only a part-time appointment, there was a proposal to convert
the appointment a whole-time one. If the latter had been sanctioned, the conditions
of appointment there may perhaps be of use in determining the present question.

(. RasaNUIACHARI—19-5-13.

As the appointment expires on 25th Febraary and the term ends 2nd April, after
which there will be examination papers to correct, some extension is necessary and
this may as well be for the whole vacation as for part

But T can see little force in Mr. Stone’s arguments for a change in the method
.of recruitment. What we want is a man with Indian knowledge and the resources
-of the Geological Department to draw on, as Sir Thomas Holland says. If a Professor
.eannot learn up his stadents and his courses in three years, he must be pretty slow.

W. Franers—19-5-13.
To the Director of Public Instruction.

Orrick or THE DirEcror PuBLic INsTRUCTION.

T approved the scheme originally with a three year appointment but did not
-expect t'he man sent to want to leave after three years. A new man every three
years will not be very satisfactory. Every year a set of honours stadents enters upwe:
a three-yearA course so that any one Professor would only sec one set out of three
throagh their course. 1t is of course possibly good for students to sit under more:
than one teacher in a subject during their course but I doubt whether this would
not prove a disability to Indiau students. Further different men would deal differ-
-ently with such a subject as Geology and one man might wish to devote for instance
the first year of a course to quite different matters to what another man would. You
-can’t split up the subject into' A first year work B second-year work and C thi;ﬂ-’year
work, A, Band G being well defined parts of the subject, and yet the man succeed-
ing Mr. Stuart will have a class who have done A whatever that was under

Mr. Stuart, another class who have similarly done Mr. Stuart’s A and Band could only

gradually change the system and would not have got very far with the change before

in comes another man. ) s
I cannot write a treatise on seience teaching but it must be obvious that there

are disadvantages in too frequent change of Professors.

7
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Mr. Stone suggests asking the Survey whether they can hold out hopes of
getting a man to stay longer than three years. I suggest this might be done. ;

_ Another possibility .would be to place the tutorial work of a well-defined course
in the hands of one Assistant Professor and get down a Professor if only for a year to
give a general course which all three sets 2" studenis would attend—imbibe what
they could and get the tutor to explain what they had missed. The tator’s duty
would be to see that every student went over all parts of thefull course duting their
thyee years. 2

. I expect few men _in the Survey are either “ born ** teachers or have even ac-
quired the art of teaching and most even first-class men would teach better after they
had been at it for a few years.

However all that is now proposed is to ask wheth
. er we cannot get a good man
il.kely to stay for more than three years if satisfactory to us and it thereg is little
ope fo consider addressing the Secretary of State about a permanent Professor.

: - A. G. BourNE—24-5-13.
HHis Bzeellency the Governor—
Submitted that the Geological Department may first be asked it i
b y they
us some one who will stay longer than three years —for (say) six if possigleizau i
W. FraNcrs—26-5-13.
P[ENTLAND]—28-5-13.
Draft please.
W. Francis—29-5-13.
A draft letter to the Government of Tndia is submitted for approval.
C.R.—31-5-18.
Approved.
‘W. FrancIs—2-6-13.

[G.0. Nos. 502-503, Edueafional, dated 4th June 1913.]




<k .

C.No. 14'71 from ‘the D P.I., Re O 0. N0. 2 2786, da.ted 2—5—1913’

o the DGR oT .
: g

~Nosp2 St 4 b 4S

The Government of India will be

addrewsed.

Department, of Educabi

it :
; T am directed to address the Govi. of
India . ‘the Professorship of ;
Geology ¥ the Presidency College, Ma,dragr:
2. Under the proposa.ls sanctioned ‘by
‘ the Secleta.fy of, State in his despatch -,--. 
No. 95 Publi’c‘, da.ue)ﬁth Augtist 1910, com—
municated‘with Home Department Endorsement‘

No.892 dated S9th August 1910, the.i:rofessor

of an officer of uhe Geological Survey or
India for a period of three years. -The

term of deputation of Mr. Murcay Stuart, :
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Assistant Superinterlden‘o in' the Geological

Survé;; vwoocesls he Tirst professor appoint-—

ed under the sanctionl will expire in ‘the

* Jordinary course on the 25th February 191
As the term of the'colleée ends only on
“ond April 1914 Mr. Stuart will not have cor
pleted the work-of the term when hkd'g“e’p,u—
tation ci:)fies to a close and af ter hel==

becnieptien of the dodlese term Mr. Stuart

will have examination papers to com‘ect._
His Excellency in Council éonsiders that in
these ci.rcumsta.nces. some éxbension of the
period of Mr. Stuart's deputation 1S neces—
. sary in the interests of the collc‘ge)- a.nd‘
in his opi.nim%;‘?n‘{gﬁt be up to the close
of the college sumer vacation, i1.e., up
to 27th June 1914. I am accordingly to
‘fequesb that the extension of Mr. Stuart's

deputation up to this date may be sanctioned .

Be) Tr— sees witir—the dppoinCienG |
—of-a—sw sor—boirs—Stuart as proressor of

faﬂlﬂe:y I am to enquire whether the officer
7% b 2

‘selected zemrbesallowed to remain in the
appointment for a longer term than three
years, n\x.ﬁfor six years B possibles g
professor with the .limited tenure of three
years has hardl},;f:tme to get acquainted with
) students and the courses of study}amd much
less to suggest improvements in the la,tﬁef.
BEvery yeal" Het of students for honoucrs
<ourse- enters upon a three years' course
the subjects of ‘ayady Fer which Qo not admit
lof being divided into three &% \ pa.rts.

A professor under existing conditions will

be
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His Excellency in Council is therefore of

‘opinion that the present term of three

yvears for the professor is inadequate and

ﬂ\w:.ll be glad if the Geological Depa.rt—
can am

ment ST “Fomimemerd=bo~depute s officef
dhere 3

Tor the longer term indicated.
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