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: : ; WHITEHALL,
| e ey’ | Papera as havo boon nemoved |, {aitals of dlerk with date 4ol LONDON,
SW.

7th March, 1913

| | § | . I am forwarding to yow a copy of a letter
which has been sent to wus by Mr. A. K. Menron, one af
| | ‘ | : the Government of India Technical olars now in this

country, suggesting that the Govermment of iladras might

e e i s B 7 be willing to consider the appointment of an expertto
T e Y e
study and report on the oil industries of that

Presidency. Ur. ienon is a man of ability, who has

done well in this country, and who has now gained a good
e [ | i : i ,' deal of experience in the subject. I forward copies of

two testimonials, which he has just sent to us, and I have

reason to believe that they are well deserved. Iir.ienon's

P ‘ 3 1 - object, ;f course, ‘is to jfind émp]oé/ment,' but you may
think his letter worth some consideratia;a. s understan’d'
i‘ fe § that he is returning to India at once.

Yours faithfully,

: ‘ e T The Chief Secretary to the : é{ ‘/}4/2»('

Government of iladras, Saiisba e




, Avenue.

lampstead, N.W.

4 21st February 1915. 5

<
; Dear Sir,
As my course of study of the Chemistry of Soap i
¢ - I
; the Use of NWative Oils; for w 1 wag gent to

in Council. 1
|
- |
i 2 |
\
:
to enclose would |
\
A |

: same. .

: . 3 The chief obstacle ti now s of an
.

Industrial Expert vwho is qualified and anxious to 1
. 5 |
in India a factory connected with his special branch of ‘

§ L L
swuay ‘




study on the lines of those that are 1o be seen in Western

Countries is the cold welcome that he receives at the

: of his Countrymen who are rather lerent to his appeals ’

Tor help of a monetary k I am afraid in my case too,

such an obstacle migl

easily present itgelf. |

& The Industrial resources of India are indeed vast

are exceedingly valuable for menufacturiy

these only a few are to be seen in the Indian and Turopean

markets, whereas, guite a legion of them is still - |
# unexploited.

The reason for this is not far to seek.

very few, if at all any chemists

in the special study of the oil seed question of India and

ntly most of the seeds and oil bearing fruits

consg

are to be met with in the forest regions, and such other

places are still ignored.




5 é’ In the Bombay and Bengal Presidencies there has been

some effort made by the Imperial Govermment to help the

cause of the proper exploitation of the Economic Products
Technical Laboratories

But in the ladras

Pregidency no such i ed.

an Indian 0il

Lo twelve

of the 0il

f the

Oouncil should recormuend

ring the advan

11d alsgo b

opportunity of ubilising

ined in this country.




ﬁ? Such an appointment, besides being of extreie

use to me in studying the different oles

v
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the use which these oil

step would eventually lead

; able to induce them to raise capital and form

Companies to establish successful oil and Soap Industries

esidency. :

in the

Wi

thout any such appointuent by the Govermment to back e up

MRS

no amount of dndividual talking or efforts at persvuasion

would coax the landowmers or merchants to do anythi

of establishing 0il Industries in the Countr

/0. Soap-mal

in Iadia considerii

etc., are to be had on the spot and in plenty. But like
any other industry, the establishment of a factory for

seed crushing and soap making should be done on a large

modern scale.




/f There are in different parts of Worthern India

a few factories for seed crushing and soap making and I

it would help me much if I went round some of these
. h . ; »
factories, and studied the local conditions under which
they worked. The Soap Works of the Bombay Diamond Soap
Company and those of the North West Soap Company Limited
at lieerut and Calcutta could be easily visited, as also
that of the Upper India Perfume 0il and Soap Works Ltd.
at Ludhiana.

in the Cotton Seed Mill at Navasari

T
= There are

of the' Indian Cotton 0il Company Ltd., and the Stearin

and Glycerine Factory at Billimora in the Baroda State,

t e able to go round when

begides a few more which I migl

I am back in India. It would be a great help to me if

facilities as regards travel etc., be given me to go

Ly

round these various factories.

(2 Before concludir

this report, I desire to
express my feelings of gratitude to the India Office for the

excellent facilities that were offered me in the carrying

oG i R GR h




out of my various ﬁrogramnes of work connected with my
special study.

/4, Requesting ;ohat you would be zood enough tc.:'
recommend these suggestioné for the kind cgnsidgfation
of the Secreté.ry of State.

I remein, &c.,

(8d.)  A.K.Menon,

To :
Prof. T.W.Arnold, C.I.E. ;
Bducational Adviser to Indian Students,
21, Cromwell Road,  S.W.




D.& W.GIBBS. Lt

. London and Paris -  Established 1712.
Proprietor§ of Paton & Charles, Wi
Sharp Bros.Ltd. Reference Wo.KYG/
- Bentleys.

c London 1851, Prize ledal. g
i 4 1862, Hon Mention.

Paris 1867, Prize liedal.
London 1884, 1t i
b oGl el

Contractors to . :
H.li's Navy and By Royal Appointment. ¥
& i el
ar Departinent.

City Soap Works,

London. E.

September 13th

We have much pleasure in certifying that Nr.A.K.

| lenon has been working in this factory as a Government of

. India Technical Scholar for the past 18 months, duri

which period he has gained proficiency in every branch of
Soapmaking.

llr.lienon has also spent some part of his time in

our Office acquainting himself with the business side of

the trade.




bl

\\

During the time he has been ‘with us we have always
found him enthusiastic and devoted to his work and we only
regret that his stay here has come to an end.

We are confident that he is quite capable of
taking charge of a Soap-Works and thét he will give every
%a’bisfacti.on' and will succeed in any work tha‘g he may take
in hand.’

For D. & W. Gibbs, Ltd.

(8d.) K.Y.Gibbs, Director.




o
-

- Copy.. - :
8 e e o All Conﬁmnica.tions"foo'be addressed to ’uhe Laboratory,
7 N : j 71, Priory Road, N.W.
' e J. LEWKOWITSCH.
‘ P WL Do .
Gonsulting & Analytical Chemist.
Chemical Bngineer.
55, Queen Victoria Stre‘et,
' london, E.C.
July 26th 1912.
I beg to certify that lir.A.K.lenon has been working
: : l‘ : under my tuition in my Chemical Laboratorj} Las a
‘ : : . o Government of India Technical Scholar from Sept. 1909 to
April 1911,
During this period he was engaged in stﬁdying the
~ enalysis of oils, fats and vaxes, and the mamfactured
9 &
products derived therefrom.
He also carried out, on a laboratory scale,.
; . experiment similating large scale processes, such as

bleaching oils, fats and waxes.




3
2
i,
1

In addition thereto he carried out a special

research on some Indian oils and fats, the results of

which were published in a paper read before the London

Section of the Society of Chemical Industry.

—

Tound lir.lienon a very earnest, diligent, and
hard-working student. I am confident that he can
undertake the analysis of oils and fats and allied

products, and that he will give the utmost satisfaction

in any work he may undertake.

After leavir oratory he entered a Soap

y iy

Works in London in order teo acquaint himself with the

4

practical part of the oilg and fats industries.

’

(8d.) = J.Lewkowitsch.
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My dear Atkinson, i
= Thlﬂ dig to introduce to Jyou. Mr. Kesava Menon, a
Government Techzrical Schola.r, who has Just retnme&_ J
rse of about 4 yaa.rs in Europe. I en

(Qlease‘ xjetum

i éhink L wohld 'Se of much ué"e fo} this young man o

i ma.ké.further. investigations into our own oii pro,duci
~ substances for we have ready :to hand a num“.ber of such:‘
substances whose value is established. What we want‘

to do now is to expr/:%s 'the oils and facts from them'
! in India instead of sending the raw material to Europ

| Later om we can no dowbt uge the oils and fats here

but at first we could export them to Burope.

let hi_m;_gtar; a 'Class' in Malabar to show ho;{ t

» ¢ obtained from copra? Possibly !
be of use to Nicholson and if you can thin »
lbetter he might be sent to Nicholson and put on spe=
~cial duty under him. I have just introduced him &
""COcotine“'which makes an excellent substitute for _-'
.ghee: he had n&t heard of it before. I have n‘o doub
you have ideas on this subject ST suggest that we
‘should discgss the mauter at an early date.

Yours sincerely,

Harold Stu,a.r,t.;




o

oy

B

.5 ' 0y
Ravenswood,
Coonoor, .
21st April 19150
Dear Sir Harold,

The bearer of this is Mr. A. Kesava Menon, whko
went to England with a Government scholarship for
Technological studies. He studied: the Technology of
the ma.nufa.ctﬁre of oils and Soaps and has just re-
-tgrned to Madras. Mr. Kesava Menon presents in a
céncreté form the big problem of what v;re are to do
with the men who have undergone téchnological ‘train-
-ing in England,; and if we cannot make.use of them
whether the Govt. ought to go on tra'ini'ng such men.
The only way in which the sezjvices of such men can

be utilized by Govt. .is - as far as I can see - in

un_deftaking a sort of industrial survey of the Pre-

t=sidency, so that capitalists may be helped with -

information as to the existence of raw material and
other facilities for manufacture. I think éovernment
may also form a bureau of information which will give'
reliable expert advice to .intending capitalists and
manufacturers. In either of the above capacities -
these: technically trained men may be utilized. How-
-ever, I send. this young man to you to remind you of
the existence of aidifficult problem rather than to
suggest its solution. I ingfend to spend a couple of
months here. v
I hope you are weil.
Yours sincerely,

Toe M. N A T RU




Mr. Ormsby kas not yet arrived here. So I

_have left your letters with Mrs. Ormsby,
I am going down to Palghat today. Letters ad-

3

~dressed to me to Chittur - Palghat will find me.

‘ 'Than.k.ing yﬁgu for the kindly e you ';gake on

i 2}' endlesieg | R 6 COHT e .

e e ‘I remain, :
Yours faithfully,

¢ i ,. AK ;;[eno’r;. -

To . o - 2 . ’

, The Hon'ble Mr. Wynch, C.I.E.,
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Mta\.‘ : : ‘ S I e S 3 SEei ; * Fducational D;mftmenn. "7\

E . \ ; £ : 1 : | B ; L & LrTT Aty
T.\—-...—-—,M - MA‘*\ | AP (e ol . o . ?,..v, -t
.(,:.:’ -, s'\rq\' . wﬂ x‘b—" . s S H"“ 5 e § e 7 : - 5 & : B
3 17 ‘v"‘ d " . : . 4 E 3
ol Pty . \;;; TG0, 1 TPy 15 ¢ ’ : . g ‘z.re l =
& — 3 Mges Cemeqlug e Ml £ fmise 0. 48H=) mzf SR 1
e e g I R R N " .
A s Bl s L e PR Sapoiee. el 8
o SPISFTeE S S 1Y M\N.% A s - . ; ; 3 : : :
: o ; k € o . awd am to invite your at,bentrltm to T
RS G, IR SO SR <. . TN g . S o - b
\ \\ / ; i ks : © o bthe letter from the Chairman of the Madfas S
LS cnadk e amasinds 2 : - ! 5 ~ ' i
S, o »@*,&\V. \‘@sL ) N el . : : : : . ‘Trades Association to this office dated
s Aoals e e e i 2 Sl G : | /} 3 7/{71,” s B)fw ‘ 94th February 1909 in which your Associa-
5’.3—57 Ny F ey b E
Y . . * i < t S
Bl Cnl walh B sl 4 w"___d\»\m SO ., B . ; on suggested that the State sgholapship -
; b, : ¥ ¥ : : i . for 1909 might he granted for the study of -' :
ne 3 » ; *""""‘3’ =N g x . the chemistry of soap making and the uses . 1
T PRSI T . T A p—— [l | -
> Il * . : 2% | =
a—»‘}\ A3 !:\.....x R ) &.,M N ‘\_\\ k) ‘l 5 : ok
T f .\“ gt - ,c(: 5 J SPtemE e aPen  The recommendation o
AETbBs . DB, W )\» = ORGP N, L ; ; : " 4
. was eventually accepted .and one A. Kesava i§
T Nty e gt 0 : ¥ Menon was selected for the scholarship. 4
X 5 After a thorodgh coufse of training in the §
WL ek 3 various brar}ches of‘ oil and f;t industr'ica; {
'. he has now come back W;,t_'h excellent testi-~ -
( SNy ‘monials. Mr. Mallet, Sgoie‘t.ary TOpn - ,'
L ey S A Indian students -
Y 0T e
> - - = .
| 7 Amgland and has gained a good deal of i
g P A experience on 't:h.n' subjecte. ; . E
, : % s oA > : He has no capit,al of his own where-,
‘ § PR with to embark on sbeetrie 502 ,ﬂm
: : pro g %‘.
g . . and 4s notAngine of his to -—= -
. & | 5 3 L - induce his countrymen to inves money on
i 1 ol R such a venture. — As.he—ie—eid= tho same Z;

which he has' acquircd under except,ional

; 3 % k| 3 o7 A.{éanxious ‘to place the special knowlcdge
S - i ;

opportunit;ies at the _di'sposal of those who . & &’;

= S . o are interested in e development E=the= B
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i Revenue Secretariat,
2

h) \N0.1335 lo 181

Ootacamund,

S v \‘ T ; , e
Q " k : : i«
G Aadly e W N wha e . _ 19th May 1913.

m\f @.. ,1*;"‘ H%"“ s S s @W

B e 7,,_.13; Bhcon advenmar s el . liy dear Sir Frederick,
i : i : ! . . :
Ho o,
e S it *

I send you herewith copies of bapers about one Kesava

[ ¥

2R . & Menon. He is a Qovernment Tech-
it A}’ : ; o AR . h i vLettar from the Secretary for !
: 7 ‘ ' S L 1 L Indian Students ‘d/7th March P : . .
m R 3 : ¥ : ; ¢ I 1913 and its enclosures. : nical Scholar who has just re- .

1 2+ Extract from the Annual report
Tor 1912 on the conduct and
progress of the Government of

turned after studying the Che-'
India scholars.

g w.A\ : o s i i 2 , - . ; v. ‘ ’ . . = ‘miétry of aoapﬁk{ng and allied '
NQ ; it ‘ m . : ; . » _ subjects for over f‘yeax‘s in Turope. Mr.Mallet, Secretary for
._‘8‘3' M & . ‘l the Indian students says that he is a ﬁﬁn of ability who has

w\e\;a a3 Songped F St ovals '
sl o \um .-E\M' & :

| X 2P ¥ ?uam ol A .2 - e

m N\m RewslR ARG sl W '

R m.-i)\ AR WS A‘ww‘p (o M

p W W..,:z - w&m&»«@{»m\x‘ﬂ

W o x,gm.m w'

“ o : : ; : : or interviewing Mr.Kesava ienon. [iis address is:--

Ay
wR

done well in England and has gained a good deal of experience
-

in his subject. It has been suggested that he might be of some

use to you in connexion with the nascent tinned sardine and sar-

dine 0il industry and I am directed to ask you to be good enough

to give this your consideration after, if necessary, writing to

Ambat Kesaya Menon, B.A.,
Chittoor, Palghat.

Sincerely Yours,

(8d) L.M.Wynch

e

To

Sir Frederick Nicholson, K.C.I.E.,
Honorary Director of Fisheries.

B
Copy to the Educational Department in continuation of
- Revenue U.0.No.1129 C/13-1 d/29-4-13.

Forwarded to the Educational Department.
(By order

Lo

Ag. Registrar. QQ




", various places on the Continent and hus been granted an extens ion

Extract rrom the Annual Report for, 1912 on the aonduct
- and progroas of the Govt. of India Scholars.

S\
Ambat Kesava Menon, from '.‘ula;iraa (Vide India Home Dept.., EduQ
cation, letter Yo.2l, 4/ the 15th July 1909). 5 :
On the expiration of the period for which Jir.lenon's scho-_
hrsh;p was extended (aa mentioned in my report of last year) he
appuad for a further extension for six months, whicn he proposed
to spend partly with Mesqré.Gibbs and Co¢ and part]:-y in’ visiting
various works on the Continent, to which DF.Lewkowitsch had under=
take;x to procure introductions for him. On enquiry it seeméd
doubtful whether useful facilities could be obtained for lir .Menon
on the Cont‘.inent and his request for permission to ,:?G there: was,
accordingly negatived- but his scholarship was extended for three

n}onths in order that he might continue to enjoy the advantage of

work with Messrs.Gibbs & Co. Sanction was also given to lr.lMenon's
visiting certain works in this counur,/, to which he was introduced

by Messrs.Gibbs & Co. and Dr.lewkowitsech. At the expiration of

this period Mr.Menon urged that he should be allowed to complet;e'

his 3rd year, and sanction was accordingly given to an extension
of his scholership for the three months remgining, and a further
; premium of £.,26-56=0 was paid to Messrs.ibbs & Go on his behalf.

ifr.Menon has now renevied hib applicabion for permission to visit

of )_us scholarship Lo enable him to undertake a two months' tour
in order to visit various works conmected with the &% oil and fat
industries there.

. lir.Menon has been Well reporf.ed on throughout his career &s
a Govt.Scholar, When Iﬂr..ﬂenon was sent to lessrs.Gibbs & Co., Dr.
Lewkowitsch (under whom he had been working for some 15 months) ut.
‘ that this arr&ngemen; would be the grounding and. finishing of ¥r.
‘Menon's education for practiéal work. Yessrs.Gibbs & Co have res :
ported him tc bg an apt pupil, hard-work!,ng and very interested 11; £

his work; and their Director 1n this final report of the 12th Ja-

nuary 1&“, wrote as follow_s:-- i A

"I have mgn»,smiaa?are,m' testifying that xr;uqnm n wli=




/
: : _ o
consider that he was qubte capable to take charge of &

small Pactory.
As far as soft soap is concérned, he is devoting the Peg

‘remainder of his time principally to this and to Glycerine

QD . ¥ . : Tecovery. This knowledge he will easily acquire.in the time
= : :
G at his disposal while here, and will be thoroughly wp in

both Hard and Softs, and also will have full knowledge of

the bases for the different Toilet Soaps.

We are very pleased with the way he has worked, and has

b, and has been

always been ready to put his hand to any jo

punectual and industr ious".

MrJMenon will retun to India probably some time in December

and proposes to go direct to GCaleutta in order to investigate the

that city., He

present condition of the oil and soap industry in

. also wishes to go 1o the United Provinces for the same purpose;

and any facilities that could be afforded to him might most useful]?/ ‘>

be given. = : A

P
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