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The Connemara Public Library. .

e T TEE EDITOR 0F THE “HISDU. |
St —Th > Connenus Lablie Library of Madras s |
| ‘being frequented by a luge class of readers and the ’
3 Government hias been maintaining it at a high cost in
© theintercst of the public. It s incumbent on the ¢
| anthorities therefore to remove  the hardships the !
| publie are put to and T make the following few suz-
gestions in the hope thatithey will be taken Dy them in
right earnest to effect further improvements : |
1. In the catalogues Jaid on the table, invariably it,
58 the names of the au hors that are indesed and not
| the names of the general subjects. One who wants to
Know tor example, what books have to be consulted on |
Political Beonomy rarely finds any in the general *
; fnbject and turning to India_one finds under Adum
Smith & Wealth of Nations,” under Gide, * Political
| Ecenomy,” under Mill, ** Representative Government,”™
| andisoun, 1f a classified index is taken of the general
subjects it would be of immense use and according to
the general Tales of public libraries a book is o be
Sndyed under to many headings to facititate reference.
g Jtien new editions of the same book ate published
the. old cditions may be removed. No mseful
| purpose seems to be served by retaining for example,
| Ihe Tawreuce Asylum Almanacs from 1832 down to

o

. 1913
' | "3 As at present conducted no reader can get a
| general catalogue to be taken home, to think leisurcly
of what books to consult on particular subjects. If
eatalognes are printedand sold tothe public they cannot
. but prize them too high. The catalogue may be priced
| at 4 annas a copy. and I don't think that such a trifle
Sill b6 grudged by any. This is indeed worth 4 trinl.
| These are it scems to me some of the drawbacks that
axe to bo remedicd and it 5 to be hoped that the sug-
westions will be considered by the authorities in the

‘nterest'of the wider public. |
£ V. SUNDARAM AIYAR. 3
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