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1 4}, i) S.W.
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Sir,

T am directed to forward, for the information
,____._.——-———"

.of the Governmenﬁ of Madrachopies of correspondence

which has recently passed between this Office and

Professor Stanley Gardiner of Cambridge, in regard to

an Tndion Student named George Matthat, whose worhk

in zoology appears to have attained a very high level.

Professor Gardiner has found it impossible

to secure either from Hr. Matthai's College (Emmanuel)

or from University sources any contribution towards

Ur. Matthai's maintenance at Cambridge. He has been

informed that any application for Government aid which

Mr. Matthai decided to put foru;ard, would have to be

addressed to the Govermment of Madras.

T have the honour to be Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

e

The Secretary o7
Jol the G‘ovemme% of Secretary for Indian Students.

ras.
Education Department .

SR
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Whitethorn, (;)
Barton Road,
Cambridge,

11th February 1915.

My dear Sir,
I am greatly obliged to you for your letter.
The ideal thing for G. Matthai woujd be a
A"fff?"fh;5‘6‘11?_1@7‘5771'}7 for a year. Were the matter in

the hands of the University Officials, Professors and .

so on, this might be posSible. But research

studentships here are post-graduate and ‘the University

has no funds. Many Colleges give such studentships
but frankly I-dont think it the least good applying
to Matthai's College, Bumanuel.  Independent of the'
fact that these studentships are not given to those
who have come up as research or post-graduate students

as a general rule, there is a decided prejudice

against Indians. Ten years ago it was relatively
smalll, bup du Us Suongizel and some Colleges are.
afraid of prejudicing themselves with thez"r o

Undergraduates etc.

Possibly you would allow me to ?fll'l and see

yéu some. day when I am in Town for 10 minutes. L




. have frequently to be at the Board of Fisheries and

. Should be there on.]’ebruary 19th 2.30-4.30. I could

call before or after on that day if convenient, .
Preferably ate 2. 15, Uf 1t Suilved you.
Yours etc.

(Sd) I. Stanley Gardiner,

4 Mallet, Esq.,
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10th February 1913.

My dear Sir,
I am very much interested in your létter
about Mr. George Matthai. From what you say: JE

gather that the ideal thing would be to secure him an

appointment jfor research work in Cambridge. If that
| is the right thing, would it not be possible to induce

\the University to give him the opportunity he requires?

If the only bar to his obtaining & suitable appointnent
is his Indian nationality, fwou.ld venture to hope that
with the facts we }mow; and some interest made in Ris
behalf, the University //Ligﬁt feel that it was a JAehU
and liberal thing to set the precedent of giving such

an opportunity to a Lg{z»]ﬂ][y;distinguished Indian student.

T hope this may Seem to you worth consideratian

for such a solution of the difficulty would be very

creditable to the Tniversity itself.

Sho}"f ‘of thdt it is not an easy matter to
secure for him the endouments which he needs. - The Secretary
of State does not make grants jfor this purpose. But
it would be possibile jor Matthai to make an application

to the QGovernment of Madras, who might undertake it,




(\

if a definite proposal for a definite sun were putl
forward, and were strongly backed. by you, and pAossz'bly
by any othe‘r‘ Professor who knows his work. I would,
if necessary, forward such an application on. . But
T venture to think that the other solution would be
still better worth trying for.

Yours etc.

(&) Chlbdll

Secretary for Indian Students.

7

&

_ Professor Stanley Gardiner,
Zoological Laporatory,
The Museun, .
Cambridge.
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The Museums, .

Cambridge,

&8/2/13.

St
. I have at the present time working in this

Department a rather remarkable Indian about whom I

venture to ask your advice.

He is George Matthai, formerly Lecturer at the

\ ' Christian College at Madras, and he is a member of the
Syrian Christian Church, apparently belonging to the
ancient section of it. I think he has a lladras
University Degree, and he is being supported up here
by a brother who I believe is an Inspector (or some
similar official) of Education in Madras though I

= ~ dont hnow uwhether in Govermment service or not.

In appearance Matthai is akin to the Tamil
as I knew him in N. Ceylon but not so dark. He
speaks English as an Eﬁzg]ishrnan and he is the only
Indi(m,‘ whom I have had to deal with, whom I could

treat absolutely -as an Englishman - he has often had . g

meals with me in College Hall-. . MHatthat




S oo

latthai came here as an Advaﬁcéd Student for
Research and further training in science. I put him
on to a piece of research which two previous students
had failed over, and he has tackled it successfully
§ﬁ3g£7g e;?fqﬁrdinafy determination and originality
T think there is no doubt as to ﬁis obtaining the
Research B.A. of this University. He is @ firsb c1as5
soologish and Botanist Sgeils

T have ashked Jlatthai what he wants toO do

7 supposed he wanted & Government Post but il appears
that his grgat ambitioﬁ is to remain JiorE @ yevn longer
in England for research, but he has not the means .
His future in India i3 quite uncertain but he 1S
curiously 1ike the young Englishman not caring
apparently aboub thgt. There afe various research
posts he might get - I think Qgglg gét - were he not
an Indian. As i is, T dont hknow what to @o, and I
hence ashk you whether Someone in your Office would
advise M-

T have made all enquipies that I can about
Matthat soc?ally and politically in the University.,

and




o ®

- ' (S4)I.Stanley Gardiner. M.A.F.E.S.

and the results are very satisfactory.
Matthai works here from 9. to 6. on '7.,,p.,m,
and my staff agree with me in my opinion of him. T
can see no ‘future for him in Zoology and Botany in
India, but I think he has the labz']i'by'and accessory
qua_l{tie;‘ #\oI do anything. ‘

I am, etc.

. Professor of Zoology-

The Secretary of State for India.
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