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“THE TALISMAN" AND THE
MOSLEM FEELING.

It is singularly unfortunate
that at a time when the Moslem
feeling is at its highest that the
Madras Text Book Committee
should have thonght it fit to pre-
seribe  The Talisman as Text in
Hnglish  for the School Final
HExamination (1914). From end
to end the Moslem world is
aroused to its utmost depths.
Never before was the Moslem
mind in India 8o much pained and
agitated as it is to-day. The
land to which we ever look up
with love and reverence, is in its
dying throes. - The (Caliphate to
which we are bound by all the
ties of traditions of our Faith is
in a deadly struggle with a Ohris-
tian confederacy. Amidst defeat
and disaster and writhing in
wrong and pain, Turkey to-day
presents, a sad, glorious pieture.

i (At this juncture
the Madras Text Book Com-
mittee should preseribe TheTalis-
man of Sir  Walter Scott is
as injudiciousas it is mischievous.
Sir A. G. Bourne who happens to
be the Chairman of the Text
Book Committee ought to know
better. , He ought to know from
his experience as once the head
of the Presidency Oollege that
Indian’ students, book worms
though they may be, are singu-
larly appreciative of the feelings
of the writers they read. They
resent any - unmannerly and
brutal references to what they
hold dear and sacred. |

‘Hoedless of the student’s capa-
city to rammage the dry pages
of the Talisman, indifferent to the
style in which the bookis written
and oblivious of the fact that the
book containg. several mean and
mendacious references to the
Prophet—the Text Book Com-
mittee has ' prescribed  for
the * School Final Exami-
nation a precious *  little

volume of nonsense, under the

Ohairmanship of the.Director of |

Public Instruction, ' *We  cull the
following from the Talisman for
the reader’s edification. “Richard
took a scrolly in which were ins-
cribed these words :—‘The bless.
| ing of Allah and his Prophet
Mahommed,’ (————— =,
said Richard, spittingin contempt
by way of interjection)”. Again
Richard says of Allah and our
holy Prophet “— ———
‘Hold, hold, said Richard, ‘ I will
have no more of————= —1
It makes me sick to think the
valiant and worthy Soldan should
believejn—————___»

. and bitterness.

We have refrained ' from
quoting the words used in the
above  excerpts—for they are
g0 insulting to our religious
feeling that we shudder at the
levity in which the words are
couched. We would, however,
refer the reader, to pages 36, 44,
(The Talisman, Sixpenny edition.)
Such bitter and provoking referen-
ces to what weprize mostare found
in the Talisman—a narrative
touching the crusades of Saladin
and Richard Coir de lion.. We
now appeal to the Government

| of Madras that they would, in

consideration of the feelings of
the Moslem students, ask the
Director of Public Instruction to
strike off ‘at once the Talisman
from the Text Books prescribed
for the School Final Examination
for 1914, it

is a pity,a thousand pities, that
men who are to provide intellec-
tual pabulum to the educated
youths of the, country, should so
far forget themselves and be so |
culpably ignorant of the trend of
affairs of to-day, as to prescribe a |
book which is calculated to rouse |
in the minds of a large section of |
students a feeling of resentment. |
»We believe
wo are not mistaken in reading
the attitude of the Government
it it should, in consideration of
the Moslem [eeling, kn‘lck_thv
Talisman out of the prescribed
Text books.
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