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Copy of a latter from the Hon'ble Mr . V.K. Raman Na.yana,r,

Ke.nag. Kavva.yi North Malabar, da.ted 5th February 1913.

I have t-he honour to sub’mi'c for the considera.tion of Govern-

ment the following suggestions ih the hope a'xi belief that,
e{ither as they are or in a modified form, they may bs found
useful and feasible .

School . rdens These have formed tha subject. of a recent
circular by t.he Depa,rtment of Public Inst,ructio"l In my humble
opinion, based On personal obssrvations together with much T have
heard, kitchen gardens would bes preferabls to ornamsntal ga,r,densr
as adjuncts of schools, at any rabe in this part of the country .
The aesthetic 89nse of the people in these parts lis 8till latent
in its relation to .flo.ricult.ure horticulture and ornamental
shrubs. Even flowerlng Plants are looked upon with indifference,
'1f not positive contempt especially if no medifa; or culinary .
virtuss are popularly attached to them. In consequence, the
school-flower garden is apt to recéive attention from both
teacher and pupil only oﬁ the eve of #ke-a visit from some .
Inspectihg Officser, whom the mansger end teachers deem it adviaable

not to disappoint. For such ocoa,sion_s, prepa.ra.tions will be made

- a few days before hand, a few croton or other cuttings will be

put dovm generally in severs Trows, watering will be copious and
everything done to creats a favourable impression. The visit
over, the cuttings ars invariably left to look aftsr themselves,
and bestween the_ weather, the village goat ;>r cow and the hide-
and seell: of the school children, they soon Vanish; and the inten—
tions of the authorities are never, ree,l'isad. The ornamental
garden would stand a chance if thé teachers had a..ssnse of the
beautiful as created by art with the aid of those lovely growimgg
things which an American poet has so ha.ppily called "The pa,int.ed :
tribes of light". But the average rural prima.ry school teachei
-of these parts st.ill 11v«=s up to the Ho*x ble Sir Alfred Bohrneh

description of his wr1t.ten some ysars ago.
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3. With a kitchen garden things may be e:épected to be
satisfactorily different, since there is the direct appeal
to the strong u'lercenary ins.tinct, of both teacherg and pupilg.
At the end of the period of care and nursing, there would &=
be reward in the ah@a of. brinjals, beans, lady's finger, =
chillies}yams etc . But I‘venture to‘ suggest that some programme
of cu_lti;fa.’c.ion should be drawn up to admit of the various
vegetables :being raised in suitable seasons . This: 1t.self’vould
amount to a varying object lesson, as the €hildren would gat
to understand the why a.ndbwherefore of different plants bsirg
raised at different times of the year, and they'would also
learn to different:{.a,te between anm‘xals and perennials, ground
trailers and cl‘imbers, root and fruit, leaf and 'b'ud crops and
80 on. They would learn what vegetables.should be cropped
while tendér, what only aftsr full maturity; and simpls
lessons in manuring could also be studied. With regard to
se2dy cuttings BUe e loéa,l land lords, could, I think, be counted
upon to help school gardens with necessary supplies to begin
with, bhe schools themselves thereafter being theif"o/wn suppliers
which again could be made a valuable object?in geed aeiection
- an ancient but languishing art among the cultivat@e¢m in thae
parts .

For North Malabar, I consider that the well-informed
offic.ials of the Taliparamba Govsrnment Farm could be mpéne
depended up to draw up a workable and fairly.compreherﬁiva
éet c;:f' instructions for the practical management of school
kitchen-gardens .

Agrioultur-al education. I would also venture to suggest |

that, if fea,sible, thege officials,flunder the advice and guidance
of the department of.Agriculture, should be directed to frames

a primer of e lementary égricultura.l lessons in Malayalam

for régular use in our *rural schools, these institutions being

80 largely attended by children of the cultivating classes.

A



A course of imstruction of this sort would send a child ba.ck
to tbe field or garden with an incentive to useful work
whereby he would have a permanent return for the time\ he spant
.in 8chool . | Only an infinitesimal proportion of rural children
get higher than the primary stage of instruction, and what
they are new taught in this stage is hardly useful to them ;t(;.u
after.life. I realise that a primer like ths ones'l suggest
would not be' easy to draw up, but so little is now done for
giving the children of the é.gricultura,l classes instruction
practically suited to their nseds and requirements that I am
H.w su:.ra the Gover_nﬁxent will be pleased to agree with me
that the undertaking I suggest is derserving of all possible
effort. If I.can render any service towa..rds ‘the realisation
of the object, I shall be happy to do 80 .

Agricultural songs and ballads . We have a good collsction

of these in-Malayalam language, but they are no longer regularly

sung ag thoy orce used to be, during the various agricultural
operations, besides in this matter, as in most relating %0
a,gr'icultural indugtry, the people and their song and ballad

makers ha.ve not caught the modsrn spirit. Ussful a,gricult.ura,l

‘ maxims randﬂred into popular verse and sst to popular tunes

would, T VGntura to sugg«\,st beA of much use . rything wauld
depend, however, on the sort of language employed. I may be
permitted to ploint{out that the Malayalam rénd.erings of the many
patriotic English sSongs, such ag the National Anthem, have
fallen flat upon the masses, for the two-fold reasons that tha
'l.angua,ge is far a.béve their mead heard, while the airs are
unfamiliar and canrot be acquired.. Mr . Peroy Brown, in his
recemt papér on the visualised musié of the Hindus, has
cbrrectly pointed out how even the educated Indian cannot be
got to appreciate Western music . If the educated Ind:na,n canno‘o
appreciate Eunopean. ‘eirs much less Wlll the uneduca,‘oed Indian
do so. A well-thought out collection of agricultural balla;ls

ihculcating the simpler modern agriculbural maxims and idsas

set to existing popﬁlar airs would msan agricultural education

carried right up to the field, the barn, the village-we»l and

v
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@f;ttage (oh i Baybhei i B realiée that this too would be an under-

taking not unattended with o epeinond difficui,ty, but fecl
confident of thé Gov;:mment. boing pleased to concede that
the Buggestion is worthy of a trial.

I veﬁture to express the i’xope that the above suggestions
may be found not altogether fruitless and that thsy may be
helpful to ths officers of the Govei-nment in th:;ir endeavff:;
to promote the best interests of the agricultural classes

in Malabar .
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Bducational Department,

Fort St. George,
T:.0.No .410-2 .

18th March 1913.

Dear Sir,

In acknowlecging the receipt of your interesting
.lett,er of the 5th Feﬁruary 1913 on the Bubject of school
gardens and other methocs of agricultural sducation I am
- to say that it hae been transferred to the Director of

Public Instruction for consideration cnc to sugcest that
you should discuss the question with him if there is
anything you wowdc like to acd to ‘your written statement.
The subject is one which for some time past has been
engaging the attention of Sif""’Ali’red Bourne .

Yours sincerely,

o .
The Hon'ble Mr . V.X. Reman Neyenar,
Ranayi, Ravvayi-,

North Malabar .
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